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* 1 


1. HE Woolen Manufactures of Great Britain, beyond 
of TA Yo al Compariſon, are the greateſt in Value, as well as 
in the Variety of their Sorts, and the moſt extenſive 
in the World. The principal Inhabitants in every 
© Part of Europe, not France itſelf excepted, arecloathed 
voich them, or would be, if not expreſsly prohibited. 
Which laſt Article reſpects France chiefly, The Turks, through their | 
whole Empire, whether in Europe, Aja, or Africa, wear Enghſh Cloth, 
when they are ſaid to dreſs, even for their Habits of Ceremony, or Robes of 
State. The Nobility and Gentry of Perſia, and the Merchants of Armenia 
and Georgia, are generally cloathed with it. The Spaniards, not at Home 
only, but in Mexico and Peru; and the Portugueſe, as well in Europe and in 
Vox. II. 7 the \ 


* 9 
22 7 


% I > 4 + a 
1 «A e 


. 
* * 0 
= = 
* e A 3 2 
2224 
— 


3 ht. —— Mi, 


— 
* . 


* 
- 
* 
r * 
. 


* „ ——— — or — — — o 


i. — 
- 


* 
2 eto — 
—— 


—_ K 


4. 


7 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, &e, Chap. 219, 
the Eft Indies, as in the Brat, are principally Ulbathed with it. The Ve- 


an 1ians and Italians; the Inhabitants of Piedmont, Savor, the Milaneſe;.the 


F. 30, 31. 


Chap. 48. 
8. . Nut”. 


(Eg 


Sicilians, are all chiefly cloathed with our Manufacture, as alſo the Greeks in 
the Iſlands of the Arches and the Levant. Even the Moors of Africa ſup- 
ply themſelves with the Egli/b" Manufactures, as do alſo the Egyptians. All 
the Merchants (of the European Nations at leaſt) planted in the Indies, fur. 
niſh themſelves from their teſpective Countries in Europe, with Britiſb 
Goods to cloath them. The Dutch in Batavia and Sumatra; the  Portu- 
gueſe at Goa on the Coaſt of Malabar, and even at Macao in China ; the Spa- 


niards at Mindanas, the Philippines and Ladrones ; and the Britiſh at all 


their numerous Factories, from Mocha in the: Red Sea, to Chuſam in China. 
As tp the Britzifþ Plantations and Settlements, where our Manufactures are 
carried on ina great, and almoſt incredible Quantity, I make no Mention of 
them, becauſc I eſteem their Produce as our Produce, and our Exports thi- 
ther as our Home Conſumption. But thus it appears, that the Britiſb, or 
more properly ſpeaking, the Exgliſb Woolen Manufactures, are the moſt ex- 
tended Trade of the Kind in the Univerſe “. V 

2. The Hard- Ware Manufactures, or Things made of Braſs, Iron, Lead, 


Gc. are very gieat in Proportion, though not ſo particularly and ſingularly 


extenſive beyond the Manufactures of other Countries. 

3. The Kingdom of England is a populous well planted Country, full of 
large trading Towns ; and as the renigteſt Counties and Cities in England 
are ſeverally employed in the Woolen Manufactures, ſo ſame Sorts are 
made in one Part of the Nation, and ſome in another. But the general 
Market for them all is London. And as by the infinite Numbers of People 


If the Perſon I have ſpoke off, who imagined the Engl./þ Export of. Woolen Manufac-- 
ture, to be at leaſt thirty Times as much as the Home Conſumption, had ſeen this Account from 
the Atia: Maritimus, 2 tis no Wonder that he had formed to himſelf ſuch a gigantic Notion. 
Books under theſe Litles, are generally underſtood to be compiled with ſome Care and Exactneſs 
from the very beſt Materials, and conſequently to convey the moſt authentic Intelligence. But 
how muſt a Man lower his Ideas, conceived from this Account, when he comes to underſtand, 
that including what is Carried to the Brit://h Plantations, the whole Engliſß Exports of that Ma- 
nufaAure, were never known, before the Year 1700, to amount to three Millions, in any one 
Year, and ſince, not ordinarily to much, if any Thing, more than three; when he is told, that 
many Years ſince (when this Iſland was far lef; populous than at preſent, and its Exports of 
Woolens were accounted but at tu) it was computed, that the Home Conſumption amounted | 
to 81x MILL1ows annually, Theſe Things conſidered, how ſmall a Part of the trading World 
comparatively, muſt. England be ſuppoſed to furniſh ? and conſequently how many other and 
great Woolen Manufacturies muſt there neceſſarily be in ſeveral Parts of the World beſides ? 
Age in, the Idea uſually conceived of Engliſh Wool, good as it certainly is, will be greatly 
lowered, by conſidering that the fineſt Cloths of England, of which ſuch magnificent Things are 
juſtly ſaid, is made, not of Engliſb, but of the beſt Spaniſh Woo onh.. 


o 
m. 


Chap, 119. MEMOIRS O WOOL; &c. 1 5 
in England, there is a vaſt Home Conſumption of all the ſaid Manufactures 
for their own Uſe, ſo no Part of the Nation making every Sort, they are | 
obliged to ſend for what they want to thoſe Countries where they are made, 
or to London, which is the Center of the whole Trade of England. This 
occaſions a continual Intercourſe of Trade and Correſpondence among our- 
ſelyes; and this I call the Circulation + of Trade, which. is ' ſo great, that 
no Inland Trade in Europe can compare with it. We find it carried on by 
the Help of innumerable Pack-Horſes, Draught-Horſes, Waggons and 
Carts, Ships, Barges, Lighters, &c. maintaining a Number of Mariners, Water- 
men, Carriers, Waggoners, Chapmen, Victuallers, Innkeepers, Alehouſes, &c- 
4. The Manufacture of Clothing, which is carried on in Vilts and Glou- 
ceſter ſhire, conſiſts chiefly in fine mixed or Medley Cloths, or fine Whites to 
dye. Black, Scarlet, &c. and theſe we call Spaniſh Cloths. The Conſumption 
of which is ſo great at Home, that the Value of fine Cloth wore by the Eng- 
l;ſh Gentlemen and Tradeſmen, &c. in England and Scotland, is ſaid to 
amount to above a Million Sterling per Ann. beſides the Quantity exported: 
to other Parts of the World. This Manufacture only emplcys an infinite 
Number of People, and ſpreads itſelf ſo as to be the principal Buſineſs of 
four very large, populous, and wealthy Counties, namely, Somerſe:ſhire, Wilt- 
ſhire, Glouceſterſhire, and Worceſterſhire. Some affirm it employs neac a Mil- 
lion of People; and ſome who ſay they have Calculations of. the Numbers, 
ſayit employs a great many more. | 
5. All our Clothing Trade, the making of Bays, Says, Perpets; . Serges,. 

Druggets, the Goods made now at Norwich, at Briſtol, in Yorkſhire and Sf 
folk, if they be examined, will prove to be all derived from the original Ma- 
nufactures of the Flemings. The Materials of which Manufactures, parti- 
cularly the Wool, and Fullers Earth, they had from England, where the 
beſt Wool, and the greateſt Quantity of it was produced, that was to be 
found in the whole World, as it is to this Day“. But the Enxgliſb, though. 


And which is indeed the Life of it, and, according to the Britiſb Merchants, makes more g. Cee Chap. 

n 19 Parts in 20, of the whole Trade of Great Britam. | oe. 

* This Author ſpeaking of Poland, ſays, the Poles have one Thing more, which they do 
© not rightly know the Value of, or at leaſt have not Induſtry enough to improve. Their Sheeps 
Mol is the beſt in all the Northern World, (Engliſʒ and Irifþ excepted) and this they bring to 
Dantzict, from whence the Dutch fetch great Quantities of it; and it. is very helpful to them 
in their Manufactures at Leyden. The French alſo bring ſome of it away; but they find Ways 
* to get the Engliſh and Iriſh Wool upon ſuch eaſy Terms, that they decline the Poliſh h Woot. h g,, Cb. 36. 
© Great Quantities however are carried into Germany; and now of late the Sw:4es alſo buy it, in F. 2. Notes 
order to aſſiſt in the ManufaQtures they have ſet up.” N. B. See (Ch. 94. F. 3. 4.) Polen Ma- | 
ues at LEY DEN, the BEST in EUROPE ; probably therefore, ſome Poliſh Wools are equally good 
&, if net better, than the Bulk of Engliſh and Iriſh Wools. | | 


I. : their: 


' See Ch. 17 5. 
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their Wool brought them in a great Maſs of Wealth, began at laſt to ſee 
their Error; and about the Year 1450, it came to be confidered, why the 


Wool might not as well be manufactured in England as in Flanders. Upon 


theſe Conſiderations, a Stop was gradually put to the Export of the Wool; 
the Clothing was encouraged in England, alſo Manufacturers gotten —* 
the Netherlands to inſtruct our People. In the Reign of Henry VIII. Im- 
provements were made; and the Engliſh having no Tax to pay upon their 
Wool, (which the Flemings had) it was a great Advantage to them. All 
this while i the People of England made no more than what was conſumed 
at Home, nor were they able to ſupply the Demand of their own Country 
by a great deal. But the Flemings had ſtill the whole Trade to all the reſt of 
the World. 

6. At length came the happy Reign of Queen Elizabeth, when, to com- 
pleat the Ruin of the Flemings as to Trade, the Exportation of Wool was 


. abſolutely k probibited ; and the chief Maſter Manufacturers came over and 


ſet up their reſpective Manufactures at Norwich, Leeds, Hallifax, Wakefield, 
Exeter, Colchefter. This put a full Stop to the Flemiſh Trade, as to their 
Manufacture of Wool; what they have done fince, has been by the Help 
of ſuch Wool as they could get from France, Germany, Scotland, and other 
Places, and ſome by aua from W which W the Owling Trade 
from Rumney Marſh. 

7. But to Monſieur Colbert we owe this fatal 3 Trade of Owling, 
as it is carried on to this Day on the Coaſts of Kent and Suſſex, and which all 
the Laws, the Soldiers, and the Arts of Cuſtom-Hduſe Officers, or of the 
Government of Great Britain, have not been able to ſuppreſs, at leaſt not 
totally. By this Means, the French being able to furniſh their own People in 
a few Years, they not only excluded the Exgi/b Manufacture, but began to 
rival the Engliſh in all the foreign Markets of Europe, as in Spain, ne, 
and Taly; and alſo in Alia, but eſpecially in Turkey and Barbary, 

8. At the famous ManufaQory near Niſines in Languedoc, Cloths are made 
ſo admirably well, that ſome have even thought they outdid the Engliſh; 
and certain it is, they are very good, but want the Subſtance and Firmneſs, 
and Weight of the Engliſh. They have likewiſe imitated the Britiſh 
Serges, Says, long Ells, Perpetuana's, Druggets, but not to ſuch Perfection 
as they have the Cloths, yet to ſo great a Degree, that they have extremely 
leſſened the Demand for 2 Goods in [taly and Spain; and we had ſome 


Threats | 
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Threats that they would throw us out of the Trade at Cadiz, for the Spa- 
niſb g- Indies ; and perhaps they might have gone a great Way towards 
it, had not the Hand of Heaven interpoſed, and given the French fuch 
a Mow by the late Plague in Languedoc, as it's thought they will never re- 
cover, of at leaſt not in many Years. 
9. France had ſeveral little ManufaQtures among them in former Times 
which by Reaſon of the great Vent they had for them to England, were 
very profitable to them, but which by the Induſtry of the Engliſb and 
Dutch are now greatly leſſened, and as to their Exportation, almoſt ruined, 
uis. 1. Hats, This was a very conſiderable Manufacture in Fance, made 
<chirfly at Gaudebec on the River Seine, and from thence exported in great 
Quantities to Eny/and, &c. But we have not only left off wearing thoſe Hats, 
but have fallen into the way of making light Hats. like thoſe, fo much better, 
and yet ſo cheap, that there are ſcarce any Hats now made at Caudebec; what 
they uſe being made now chiefly at Roan and Paris, and few or none export- 
ed. England alſo now ſupplies Spain, Portugal, Italy, and Germany, with Hats in 
an extraordinary Quantity. And the Manufacture is loſt to the French as a 
Merchandize, and for Exportation. 2. Glaſs. Their Normandy Window 
> Glafs was the ſame for Kind, of which ſo great a Quantity is now made 
in England, and which we call Crown Glaſs, The Engliſb formerly had it 
only from France, and imported great Quantities of it yearly; whereas. 
they now make ſo much in England, that they ſupply many other Coun- 
tries with it, and withal, make it ſo good and cheap, that ſome ſay it is 
better than the French. The like is to be ſaid of all Sorts of Plate Glaſs 
for Coaches, Looking Glaſſes, &c. all which the Engliſb were formerly 
ſupplied with from France. I might mention ſeveral other Articles of the 
French Manufactures, which for want of a Market in England, where 
their principal Conſumption was, are very much decay'd, and in a manner 
quite ſunk ; I mean as to Exportation, the Engliſb having ſet up the ſame 
among themſelves; ſuch as the Hard-Ware Manufactures in. particular, 
viz, Sciflars, Razors, Locks and Keys, and all Sorts of wrought Iron and: 
Braſs, of which the Engliſb now ſend great Quantities even to France it- 8 | 
ſelf; alſo Soap, Bone Lace, and eſpecially wrought Silks ; which was once 1 
ſo great a Trade from France, that England imported to the Value of Tie erh 


Joo, ooo. per Ann. in wrought Silks, only; whereas that Part is now re- ta [#4 Silks 
duced to nothing. (See Chap, 103. $. 6. Note.) —— 1 


10. But the Plague has been a double Blaſt upon them; for beſides the 3 * 
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Havock it made of their People in ſome of the moſt populous 'Provinces, 


where the Manufactures were carried on to the greateſt Height, all the 


Ports of Europe have been, as it were, ſhut againſt them; and ſo far have 
their Ngighbours been from admitting them to trade, that ſeveral of their 
Ships are ſaid to have periſhed at Sea, the Men being ſtarved. to Death, 
merely becauſe they could not be ſuffered to put into any Port for Provi- 
ſions, or for ſo much as freſh Water. This at once deprived them for 
many Months, of all the Trade of the whole Kingdom of Spain, as well 
as of all the Ports of Italy; not a Piece of their Goods, whether Linen or 


Silk, was permitted to go in the Galleons to New Spain, or in the Portu- 


gueſe Fleets to Brazil for two Years together; in both which conſiſted the 
Life and Proſperity of their Manufactures, .and by which they were always 
ſupplied in ready Money ip Specie for carrying them on, 

11. And as I ſaid, that France is deficient in its Produce, as to ſome 
neceſſary Things, which it cannot be without, and which are not only 
uſeful for their home Conſumption, but alſo for the Employment of their 
People, and Support of their ManufaCtures, ſo it muſt neceſſarily follow, 
that they import greater Quantities of ſuch Goods from abroad, Firſt they 
have neither WooL hor Sill, or at leaſt had neither, till they learned by 
their Neceſſity to plant the laſt, and get the firſt by a clandeſtine Trade 
from England; but, 

N. B. We are not to ſuppoſe, when we ſay the French have No Wa 
that there is no Sheep in France; or that the Sheep have no Wool on their 
Backs; on the contrary, their is a great deal of Wool, and ſuch as they make 
many Goods and Manufactures of, as particularly the Ruſſets and coarſe 
Cloths which their Peaſants wear, and which are almoſt as coarſe and as 
rough as our Blankets; alſo Rugs, Blankets, Caps, Hats, and ſeveral ſuch 
Things uſeful in their Kind. But when we ſay they have no Wool, we 


mean they have it not fine! enough, nor a ſufficient Quantity, to carry on 


their fine Manuſacture of CLoTHs, STUFFs, SERGES, and ſuch Goods as 
are made in Exuglaud and Ireland. To remedy this, they import Wool 
clandeſtinely with great Art and Application, and ſome Hazard too, from 
Englund, but eſpecially from Jreland. They alſo import it openly from 
Sta: n, from Barbary, and ſome from Germany; in a word, from all Places 
where it can be had *. | 


* To ſhew then in what Parts of the World Wocl is produced, as alſo what the French 
hive within themielves, I ſnall, without Regard to the Year when printed, they bein 


modern 
Becke, . to give Extras ſrom the 4 14s general, and from Saimon's Modern 5 Mery, or 


tos reſent State * all Natiars, 


due, Sheep, Cc. The Weſtern Parts export from Dantzick, Corn, Hool, Page 
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Cm Re PF. on. n 
The Altlas general, &c. . 


Celand or Zenn, The Wool of their Sheep is coarſe as Hair. page 17: 
Their Trade is by Barter, Their Product, Butter———coarſe 
| Woolen Cloth, &c. The King's Revenue is paid in dryed Fiſh, . Clotb, 
&c. 

2. Norway. Their Beaſts are black Cattle, Horſes and Sheep, wild and page 20, 21. 
tame. The tame Sheep fed in Incloſures ſeparated by Ditches. He is ac- 
counted a good Farmer who has 500 of them: They loſe many of them 
in hard Winters. Moſt of them, in the Weſt Parts, are white, in-the 
South, black. Knit Hoſe is their chief Manufacture; 60,000 Pair of 
which are annually exported. Their Cloaths are generally of a coarſe 
Flannel, and of one Faſhion; but they have a finer Sort for Church and 
Market. Their Bedding is Hay, with a little Flannel ſpread over it. The 
Women weave fine Bed-Cloaths of ſeveral Colours, with fine Stockins and 
Woolen Waiſtcoats ; they dye all themſelves. The, Farmers are obliged 
to keep a certain Number of Sheep and Cattle for the King's Uſe, and to 
pay him a fixed Rate for their own. | 

3- Sweden, The Wool of their Sheep is very coarſe; they have Woolen Page 26. 
Manufactures from England; but of late they make coarſe Cloth of their 
own, to ſupply their Army, and have laid (uch Taxes on Engl /þ Cloth, 
as amounts almoſt to a Prohibition. 

4. Muſcovy in Europe, Horſes, black Cattle, Sheep. ( Aftracan) plenty of pie 33. 
Beef, Mutton, Cc. (Nagaisky, or the Country of the Nagrarian Cofjan Page 36. 
Tartars) their black Cattle large, and the Tails of ow Wow! ſo fat that Pag: 37. 
ſome of them weigh 30 Pounds. 

5. Poland, Sheep in great Plenty. Lithuania abounds with black Cat- page 2 


2. 


Sc. 

6. Germany, Its chief Commodities Wool, &c, Wands on he Coaſts of 
Pomerania. (Rugen) well ſtocked with Sheep. (Brandenburgh MKquiſate 
and Electorate, 170 Miles long, 100 broad) They have great Flocks of Page 73. 
Sheep, but not black Cattle in Proportion, La Foreſt ſays, were the Peo- 


ple as much given to Trade, as to Drinking and good Cheer, they might 
Vor, II. B make 


Page 64. „ 
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make conſiderable Profit of their Sheep. But ſince his Time, the Trade 
of that Country is much improved. Prench Refugees and other Proteſtants, 
entertained, privileged and naturalized, have ſettled there many uſeful Manu- 
| Page 18. factures. Marquiſate of Luſatia (Gorlitz) a good Trade in Dying and 
Dreſſing Linen and Woolen. Wetteravia ( Dittingburgh) two annual Fairs 
for Cattle and Wool. Heſſe ¶ Lower Heſſe) in the Valleys, Flocks of Sheep, 
Page 93. that bear the beſt of Wool in Germany, which uſed to be bought by the 
Engliſh Merchants. (Caſſel) the adjacent Fields are covered with Flocks 
of Sheep, Wool their chief Trade. (Waldeck) plenty of Sheep, (Circle 
Page 105. of Suabia) this Country has a good Breed of Horſes, black Cattle, Sheep. 
Circle of Auſtria (Dutchy of Silefa 220 Miles long, and go where broadeſt) 
Their principal Commodities for Trade, Wool, Sc. In this Dutchy are 
many high Mountains, but two Ridges are remarkable; one of them, by 
the Natives called Jablunca, abounds with great Flocks of Sheep. (Mora- 
dia) a good Breed of Horſes, black Cattle, Sheep. (Iglau) the chief 
Page 168. Trade, coarſe Woolen Cloths and Beer. (Stiria Dutchy, 130 Miles Eaſt 
and Weſt, 130 South and North) Upper, abounds with Sheep, barters 
Page 112. Wool with the Lower for Wine. The ſeven United Provinces have great 
Page 643. Numbers of Sheep, but the beſt are in Zealand. Overyſſel (Swoll) its Trade, 
Page 120. Cattle, Wool, &c. (Leyden) the chief Manufacture, Camblets, Cloth ;, 
of which 100,000 Pieces have been made here in one Year. (Zealand) 
good Paſture for Sheep, eſpecially on the Shores. 

7. (The Spaniſh, now the Auſtrian Netherlands) the Flemings lay claim 
to the teaching other Nations the Way to make Cloth. They claim 
alſo the Invention of Worſteds, Says, and other Stuffs, which they taught 
the Engliſb, when drove from the Duke d Alva's Perſecution. (Ghent) 
their chief Trade, befides Corn, is in Cloths, Stuffs and Silks, which em- 
ploys a third Part of their 5o Companies of Tradeſmen. (Bruges) they 
have ſtill a Trade in Spaniſh Wool, Manufactures of Cloth, Fuſtian, Stuffs, 
8 and Tapeſtry. (Ypres) a large Market Place; in which an ancient Hall, 
| a Store-houſe for their Wool. {(Courtray) noted for good Diaper and 
'P Cloth. (Tournay) has a conſiderable Trade in Moolen Cleth. ¶ Dender mond) 
a conſiderable Trade in Fuſtians and other Stuffs. (Malines or Mecblin ) 
Fm their clfief Manufactures, Lace, &c. Linen, and Woolen Cloth. Auſtrian 

Brabant (Dreſt) is noted for Manufactures of Linen and Woolen. Hainault 

( Valencienne ) ſeveral ſpacious Halls belonging to Companies of Tradeſmen ; 
the chief that of the Cloth Workers, formerly remarkable for a Trade; not 


their 


Page 92. 


Page 97. 
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their chief Manufacture now, but rather Silks and Linens. (Moubrge) 
has a conſiderable Trade in Woolen Cloth. | 

8. FRANCE, their chief Commerce is in Wine, Brandy, Oil of Olives, Page 132. 
Cloths, Camblets, Silk, and Weolen Stuffs; in ſhort, they have all Things 
neceflary for Life, can eaſily be without the Commodities of other Nations, 
tho' few can be without theirs. (Orebies) noted for Woolen Stuffs. (Do- Page 133. 
way) an annual Fair in September, where are ſold great Quantities of Morſi- 
ed Camblets. ( Abbeville) a conſiderable Trade in Linen Cloth, Wool, and Page 146 
Corn. (Amiens) chief Trade, Stuffs. Je of France ( Beauvais) a good 
Trade io Linen Cloths, Stuffs &c. the beſt Mutton in the Nation. Nor- 
mandy ( Aumarle or Albemarle) noted for Woolen Cloths, Bretagne, Orlea- Page 139: 
nois, ( Bourges) great Flocks of Sheep, whoſe Wool is famous. (Char... 
tres) noted for Manufactures, ( Nogent le Retrou) conſiderable in Serges. 
( Poiftivg) the Province abounds in Cattle, Woor, Ge. — Champagne (Cha- Page 141. 
lens) a conſiderable Trade in Cloth, &c. (Meiers) a fine Manufacture of 
Cloth. Lyonois (Lyons) very ancient, the Metropolis of the Country in Au- Page 142. 
guſtuss Time, and had a great Trade in Cloth, ( Bourbonnois) abounds in 
Wine, Woot, &c. Guienne (Pergieux) abounds with Paſtures, Flocks, Page 143. 
Se. ( Drax its Produt—Cattle, Woor, &c. (Lower Navarre) the Pag. 144 
Valleys have good Paſturage; the Wool of their Sheep is fine. Languc doc 
( Caftres) noted for a Manufacture of Crape, ( Caſtle Naudari) for a Ma- Page 145. 
nufacture of WYoolen Cloth. ( Niſmes) for a Manufacture of good Serge. 
(U/ez) famous for its Manufacture of Cloth and Serges. (The Cevenxes 
and Vivareze) the mountainous Parts abound with Flocks. 

9. SWITZERLAND (Canton of Zurich) has a good Trade, eſpecially in Page 149. 
Crapes, which is their Manufacture. | 


10. SPAIN, their Wool the fineſt in Europe. Pox Tul, excellent Page 162. 


Paſturage, great Herds of black Cattle and Sheep. Fag. 157+ 
11. ITALY ( Savey) Cattle of all Sorts; ſo that they export Hides, page 159. 
Fleſh, Wool, &c. (The Iſland of Corfica) Abundance of Sheep. (The 
Veroneſe) has Plenty of Wool, Sc. (The Vincentin) abounds with— Page 162. 
Wool, &c. (Parma) fine Wool. (Tuſcany or Florence) Commodities, — — b. * 
Wool, Flax, Serges, Woolen Cloth, Cc. (The Republick St. Avis) Pag. 166. 
no black Cattle, but Abundance of Sheep. (Taranto) furniſhes a great b. 12 


173. 
deal of fine Wool. {Calabria citerior) Corn * 


Wool, Cc. The Venetian 
Dominions on the Eaſt Side of the Adriatick, and in the Ionian Sea, and 
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Page 175. 
Page 179. 


Page 180. 
pag. 181. 
pag. 184. 


Page 234. 


Glaſzow 


Plads a pecu- 
liar Maru- 


fatture, 


Pagel 23). 


Page 238. 


Page 239. 


Page 252. 


Page 254. 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. - Chap. 120. 
Archi-Pelago. ( Dalmatia) abounds with Corn aner, Sc. (Cephalonia 
with Oil, Wine, — Wool, Ce. 

12. HunGaRY, TRANSYLVANIA. ( Hermanflat) the chief Trade, Cloth 
and Mead. (Segefwar) a Manufacture of Cloth. 

13. TURKEY in Europe ( Walachia) Plenty of black Cattle, Sheep, &c. 
( Salonicht) conſiderable for its Traffick in Wool. ( Thermia) Plenty of. 
Wool, Ge. 

14. SCOTLAND, As to there Wool, they have great Abundance; and 


tho” it be not generally ſo good as that in England, yet they have ſome in 
Galloway, Tweedale, and the North, which is very fine. The Manufac- 


tures they make of it, are broad Cloths, which they had brought to great 


Perfection before the Union. They alſo make their Wool into coarſe 
Cloth, Sc. The Glaſcow Plads exceed all that Sort of Manufacture in the 
World. /The Scots have a peculiar way of Dying the Wool for thoſe Plads 
in Grain; which the Norwich Manufacturers and others, have endeavour- 


ed to imitate, but come very ſhort of. They make worſted Stockings at 
Aberdeen for Women, from 10 to 30s. per Pair. They are ſpun of fine 


I/ool from the Highlands, and ſo much valued, that Mens Stockins of that 
Sort, are ſometimes ſold at 50. and 3. J. a Pair. 

15. THE SHIRE of BERWwick. (Lammer Mcor) a Tract of Hills about 
16 Miles long and 6 broad, feeds Multitudes of Sheep. (Shire of Rox- 
burgh) abounds with Sheep, &c. (of Selkirk) here are great Flocks of 
Sheep. (Tweedale) chief Product, Sheep, Cattle, &c. Woor extraordinary 
good. (Galloway ) this County abounds with Sheep, which bear very good 
Wool. (Carrick) abounds with Sheep. (Stirling) with Sheep. (Lenox, 
or the Shire of Dumbarton) the mountainous Parts abound with Paſture, and 
numerous Flocks. (Shire of Fife) the middle Parts have Plenty of Paſ- 


ture, and numerous Flocks and Cattle, eſpecially Sheep, whoſe Wool is 


much eſteemed. (Shire of Aberdeen) Abundance of Sheep.—{ of Roſs) feeds 
great Numbers of Cattle, Sheep, Cc. (of Sutherland) abounds with Corn, 
Sheep, Sc. Here are many commodious Harbours, from whence they 
export Corn, Wool, &c. ( Strathnarven) great Herds of n Horſes, 
Sheep, Ce. , 

16. The Weſtern Iſlands in the Shire of ARGYLE, (Gigay) abounds with 


black Cattle, Horſes, Sheep, &c. (Jura) well inhabited, abounds with 


black Cattle, Sheep. (Oranza) Cattle, Horfes, and Sheep of a low Size, 
(Colonia) not very fruitful; but has Abundance of black Cattle and Sheep. 
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Chap. 120. MEMOIRS or WOOL, & 3 
(Mull, 24 Miles long and 24 broad) here is Store of Sheep, &c, (Liſmore, 


with ſeveral other ſmall Iſlands) good Paſturage for Sheep. ( Shyes 42 Miles Page 255. 


long, from 30 to 20 broad) Abundance of Horſes, black Cattle, Sheep. 
This Iſland yields Fullers Earth. (Several ſmall Iſlands adjacent) with good £4 
Paſturage. ( Northoiſt and Iſlands adjacent) Abundance of black Cattle and Pag 


Sheep. ( Lewis and Harns) Sheep exceeding fat. — 8 * 
17. SHIREof ORKNEY. (The Orcades or Orkney Iſles) good Store of Sheep. p 
(Iſles of Scbetland) more Paſturage than Corn. | Page 229 


18. IRELAND, the Soil is generally fruitful, but fitter for Paſturage than 
Corn; upon which Sheep, and other Cattle, thrive exceedingly. The 1ri/þ 
Cattle of all Sorts, are generally of a ſmall Size. But thoſe brought from 
England, thrive exceeding well, and neither degenerate in Size, nor Good- 
nels. | | 
19. As1a, Natolia ( Prujia, or Pruſa, now Bourſa or Bourſe) the chief Page 10% 
Trade here is in Silks, Stufts,—--fine Wool, Cc. (Sardis in Lydia) the page 150. 
Inhabitants for the moſt Part SHEPHTRDS. (AMiletum, now Palatithia ) 


Part 2. 


it was famous for Wool and Coverlets. Page 151. 


20. Iſlands of Natolia ( Mytilene, or Metelin) they have Plenty of Suze. Page 155, 
(Scio, formerly Chios, 120 Miles in Circuit) one Commodity of the Iſland, Page 156. 
Wool. (Samo, or Samos) many Beefs, their Sheep few in Proportion, The 
French load a Bark with Wool once per Ann. and buy two Ounces for two 
Sous. 

21. SYRIA (from North to South 300 Miles, from Eaſt to Weſt 250) Pans 266: 
feeds vaſt Herds of Cattle, and particularly Sheep. ( Damaſcus m) Lucas = 
ſays, the Surety here are very large. (Arabia Felix) Mutton fine and ſweet. xxyii, 18. 


22. PERSIA furniſhes moſt of Romania and Natolia with SnEEP. (Ha- Page 178 


madan) near this Place, the Wool of the Sheep longer and finer than others. Page 181 


Page 263. 


5 


( Iſpaban) near this City, 1460 Villages, the Inhabitants of which live moſtly page 183. 5 


by Manufactures of Silk and Woolen. ( Ieſa, or Yefſde) a City noted for Ma- £1 

nufacture of Serges, of a particular Mool, handſomer and better than Silk. 

( Choraſan Province) here are Sueee of different Sorts ; particularly, one that 

has long grey ſhining Wool. (Kerman or Karman, 330 Miles from South Page 184. 

to North, 180 Eaſt and Weſt) their Sheep bear the fineſt Wool in Perfaa. 8 
23. Ix Dos r Ax, or the Empire of the Great Mogul, the fruitfulleſt Coun- . 

try of all Ala, (which is eſteemed the moſt fruitful Part of the whole Page 187. 

World) in Corn, Cattle, Sc. Their Shecp have ſhort, but very fine Wool. 

(Cachemire) the Natives excel in varniſhing and making Stu called Chales 

| of 
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Page 188. 


Page 191. 


Page 194. 
Page 195. 
pag · 197 
pag. 199. 
Pag · 200. 
Page 201. 


Page 202. 


Page 214. 


Page 219. 


pag. 227. 


Page 228. 


Page 234. 


Page 240. 


Page 241. 
Page 243: 


Gen. Ev. 


Poſt, Oct. 
25, 1746. 


Sc. to our Sugar Iſlands. 
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of fine Wool, or Goats Hair, which laſt are finer and ſofter than Caftor. 
Both Sexes wear Mantles of them in Winter. (Multan) their Manufac- 
tures are good white Cloth. red Stuffs, &c. (Labor) in the Towns, 
Manufactures of every Thing made in the Empire. (Surgat) the Engliſh 
Eaſt-India Company export Cloth to Bantam; import Gold and Elephants 
Teeth from Sumgtra, in Exchange for Corn and Drugs, and Carmania Woo] 


from Perſia. (Cananor) the Province abounds with —— black Cattle, 
| Surge, Cc. (Calicut) Goods imported hither 


Wool, Ce. (Gingi) 
the chief Manufacture, Linen and Woolen Stuffs. (Orixa) Rice, Cottons, 
CLoTns, &c. (Narvar) abounds with Wool. Here are vaſt Flocks of 
SHEEP, whoſe Wool is reckoned equal to Spamſh. (Sandage) noted for 
Manufactures of Wool. (Bengal) here are Abundance of Snzer. (Hughly 
or Ougly) Goods of all Sorts fine Cloth. 

24. The Peninſula beyond the Ganges (Arracan) in the neigh- 
bouring Country, numerous Flocks of great and ſmall Cattle. 

25. CuIN A (Chenſ or Xenſi) the Inhabitants ſheer their Sheep and 
Goats thrice a Year. Indian Iflands (Java) black Cattle, Sheep. 

26. AFRICA, Barbary (New Fez) the Trade of Import, confiſts of Eng- 
liſb and other Woolen Cloth. The Goods exported, are, Wax, Skins, Wool, 
Sc. (Tunis) 3000 Shops ſell Linen and Woolen ; their chief Trade with 
the Venetians and Genoeſe. 5 

27. EGyPT, their Sheep uſually bring forth twice a Year. (Caffreria, 
which contains all the moſt Southern Parts of Africa) they have Store of 
Beeves and Sheep, which they exchange on the Coaſts for Tobacco and 
Brandy. They don't value Cloths of Linen and Woolen. (Madagaſcar) 
abounds in Fruit, Paſturage, Sheep. | 

28. AMERICA (Penfilvania the Inhabitants ſend Tallow, Sheep, Wool, 
(Maryland) * little or no Woolen Manufactures, 
but in Somerſelſpire. (Carolina) they make fine Druggets mixed with Silk 


and Wool. (Jamaica) the Sheep generally large and fat, but the Wool 


Maryland, Aug. 13, 1746. 
European Goods ſell here at a monſtrous Rate, which is ruinous to us. But we can't 
© as yet do without them, being ſo entirely taken up with Tobacco, as to negle& the more uſeful 
© Commodities, our Cloaths. However, we are beginning to manufacture our Wool and 
Flax; and I doubt not, ſhall make good Linen and WooLen CLOTH. And if the War 
continues, ſhall be able to furniſh ourſelves, without troubling Great Britain. (See Chap. 127. 


§. 247 27. 


= 


— 


— „„. 


a | . "TY 
. "SY 


Chap. 1 MEMOIRS or WOOL, &e: 1 5 


good for nothing. (Barbadoes) the Earl of Carliſie obtained a Grant of it Page 244. 
from King cb, I. The Colony proſpered, and great Quantities of I-. 8 
digo, Cotton, Wool a, &c. were ſent to London. (Tobago Iſland) a perpetual * 9 >. Bs. 
Spring; numerous Herds of tame and wild Beaſts, Sheep, &c. i -: 
29. The Du rc Dominions in America( Bonair Iſland, 17 Leagues round) 
abounds with Sheep and black Cattle. (Oruba or Auruba) the chief Pro- Fage 250. 
duct Sheep, &c. 
= 30. The Sranisn Dominions in America (Old Mexico) Length Page 251. 
2750 Miles South-Eaſt and North Weſt, (Breadth unknown) great Flocks 
of Sheep. ( Pueble de los Angeles) a large Town of 1500 Families. Here is 
a ManufaQture of Cloth as good as any in Spain. (Guaxaca) in a neigh- 
bouring Valley, great Herds of Cattle and Sheep, which afford Wool to 
Clothiers of Los Angelos. (Chiappa) good Horſes, Goats, Sheep, Ge. (Gua- Page 253. 
timala proper) ſome Graziers here ſo rich to have 40,000 black Cattle, and 
as many Sheep. (Peru) their Sheep large, their Wool fine. (Quito) the Page 256. 
chief Trade of Export, is in Cocoa, Hides, Tallow, Woolen Cloth. (Chilt) Page 257. 
Length 1740 Miles, not of equal Breadth. The Meadows full of Cattle, 
and particularly a large Kind of Sheep. (The Province of Rio de la Plata, 
South and North 1270 Miles, Eaſt and Weſt 1200) excellent Paſturage, | 
Abundance of Sheep. Page 260. 
31. BRAZIL, the Captain Ship of Del Rey, abounds with Pepper, Ginger, 
rich Furrs, Cotton, Wool and Wax. 
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C H A P. CXXI. 
Modern Hiſtory, or the preſent State of all Nations, &c. By 
Mr. Salmon. In 3 Vols. Quarto. 


HINA, Sheep like thoſe of Turkey. ¶ Japan) the Dutch tran- Page 2 r. 
ſport thither Wool. ( Proper India and Tartary) very fine Sheep 385 3 = 
with good Fleeces. PRRSs1A (Province of Kirman) Worſted Druggets 714, 723. 
made, Sheep many, large, &c. Rns81a, Sheep, Woolen Manufacture.) ““ 755: 
SWEDEN, Sheeps Wool coarſe, fit to make Cloathing for the common Peo- 


ple. The Woolen Manufacture of late fo far improved there, and Engli/b 


Woolen 
DB 
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Woolen Goods under ſuch Diſcouragements, that it is become ſcarce worth 
the while to ſend any thither. Pol Axp, noble Meadows and Paſture 
Page 840. Grounds; Wool exported in great Plenty, and tolerably good. 
847. 2. BoneM1a, a deal of good Meadow and Paſture ; abounds in Oxen 
Vol. 2. p. 3- and Sheep. The Manufactures there, Linen and Woolen; in which, ar- 
rived at no great Perfection. They tranſport Part of their Wool to other 
Countries. (Tran/ilvania) one ManutaQture Cloth. (Vienna) furniſhed 
. with Sheep from Hungary; in the upper Styria the Natives feed large 
92, 95, 102, Flocks of Sheep, which afford good Wool. (Brandenburgh) large Flocks of 
Wb Sheep. (and of Rugen) well ſtocked with Sheep. ( Prufia) a large 
Woolen Manufacture. ( Lunenburgh Walſtrode) the Trade conſiſts in Wool, 
Sc. (Bremen) Commodities exported are, Wool, Sc. ( Heſſe Landgra- 
Page 113. vate) in their Plains, numerous Flocks of ay” 4 which yield the fineſt - 
Wool in Germany, which is * bought up by the Engl:/b Merchants, as equal, 
if not preferable to their own. (Dillingburgb and Herbron) a tolerable 
Page 116, Trade in Woolen Cloth wrought there. (fen in Weſtphalia) conſiderable for 
* a Manufacture of Cloth. (The North Part of Brabant) accounted barren, 
affording only Paſturage for Sheep—Except Tin and Lead, Sugar and To- 
bacco ; there are very few Things produced either in England, or cur Plan- 
tations, which the Auſtrians and French Netherlands ſtand in Need of. 
Page 258, SWITZERLAND (Canton of Zurich) a principal Manufacture is Crape. 


_ 3422 (Taly) the Wool of Parma is not inferior to any in Ttaly. In Tuſcany there 

is ſaid to be a /Ycolen Manufacture. The Sheep of the Paduan afford a good 

i a Sort of Wool, little inferior to that of England, At Venice, the Woolen 
age 356. | 


258, 4-0, Manufacture is ſo conſiderable, that Foreign made Cloths are there prohi- 
471 477- bited. The Yeron;ſe abounds in Wool, Cc. Cephaionza, an Iſland, produces 
Wool, Sc. (Corſica ) Plenty of Sheep. (Malta) Mutton and Lambs ex- 
quiſitely good-----In the Year 1726, the Vice-Roy of Sicily received Orders 
from the Imperial Court, to forbid ſeveral Species of Englih Weulen Goods, 
proper for a warm Country, in order to encourage the ſame from Germany. 
Page 495, 3. FRANCE (Picardy) ſeveral good Manufactures of Linen and Woolen. 
| 496, 498. { Chalons) a pretty good Trade in Woolen Cloth.  ( Meaux) the adjacent 
Country produces Wool. The Province of Champagne, Wool, which is a 
principal Manufacture there. (The Territory of Aries, 30 Miles in Ex- 


* Uſed to be (I preſume, it ſhould be ſaid) before Engliſ Wool was prohibited to be exported, 


but tince which, the Eugliſ Woo has been ſo much cheaj er than all others comparatively, that 
now they import none but the beſt Spanyh vols. 


tent 


bo 
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tent) an excellent Paſture for Sheep. (Provence) from Marſeilles to Italy, 
go annually 6000 * Bales of CLoTH, Srxors, &c. To Spain a vaſtly greater Page 598. 
Quantity. Returns in Wool of Segovia, &c. to a very great Value. (Tur- 

key and Levant Trade) of their own Growth or Manufacture, Woorxx 
CLoTH, SERGEs. (From Conſtantinople) Sheeps Wool. (To Salenica or 


Theſſalonica) Engliſh Cloth, or Cloth in Imitation thereof, importing from PP 


thence Wool: 

4. (In the Archipelago) a amide Company of Merchants trade from 
Apel to Satalia, a Sea Port of Pamphilia, who carry only Silver thither, 
for which they bring back Wool, &c. (To Alexandria, the Port Town to 
Grand Cairo in Egypt) go ten or twelve Ships, the Goods carried, are Caps, 
Sc. for which they bring back Wool, &c. (Clermont) a royal Manufactury, page 519. 
where is made moſt of the Cloth carried to the Levant, (Hes Dioceſe) Page 521, 
feeds great Numbers of Sheep. 


5. (Trade of Languedoc) Woolen Cloth to Germany, Switzerland, and 


the Levant, and with which they cloath the King's Troops, vis. (Thelouſe Page 523. 


Trade) Spaniſh Wool, coarſe Hangings, Stuffs of Silk, and Wool. (In the 
Dioceſe of Alef) a Woolen Manufacture. (Dioceſe of Caftres) SRRGEs, 
Bays, Sc. (Dioceſe of St. Pons) ſome Woolen Manufacture. (The City 


and County of Carcaſſone) extreamly barren, one great Woolen Manufactury. Page 524: 


(Dioceſe of Lodeve) ſome fine Druggets made, and exported to Germany. 
(Dioceſe of Agde) their Wool is fine. The Wool Trade is moſt conſi- 
derable, which is carried on at Montpelier. They import their Wool from 
Smyrna, Conſtantinople, Sally, Tunis and Spain, and either manufacture it 
themſelves, or vend it unwrought in the neighbour Provinces. (City of 
Niſnes) great Variety of Manufactures. (In the YVivarez) the Mountains 
called Boutiers, though eſteemed barren, afford Paſture for Sheep. (The 

| Gevauden) the People have a good Manufacture of Serges and other Moolen 
Stuffs, which they export to Germany, Switzerland, and the Levant, to the 
Value of two Millions of Livres. (Dioceſe of Alais) the Riches thereof 
conſiſts in Woolen Manufactures, ſuch as DRU ETS, SeRGEs, &c. reckon'd 
ſtronger and better than thoſe of Gevauden. 

6. RovsS1LLON, very fruitful, large Flocks of Sheep. (Guienne and Gaſ- Page 526. 
cony) ſome Woolen Manufactures, not much to export. ( Bayonne) a con- 


* The > Reader may be pleaſed to obſerve, that though Figures are here uſed, yet Mr. dle, 
Account is in Words at Length; and wherein he has probably exceeded the Truth, 
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Page 540. 


Page, 541. 


Page 548. 


Page 552. 


gderable port; whence Spaniſb Wool is diftributed to all the Provinces of 
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France, where there are Woalen Manufactures. (Rochelle) ſome fay, Srurrs 
and SERGEs, and other Woolen Manufactures to the Northern Kingdoms, 
(Poitiers and the Diſtrict) the Trade, Worſted Stockings, &c. ſome Wool alſo 
ſold at their Fairs; and Druggets, the Manufacture of Parthenoy. (Maxi- 
ent) a Woolen Manufacture. (Niort) the Manufacture of Woolen Stuffs 
conſiderable. | 

7. BRITANV (Nants) its principal Trade to America. About 50 Ships 
go annually, with Neceſſaries of all Kinds for the Plantations. Returns 
in —— Wool, &c. (St. Malo) the Merchants ſend the Woolen Manu- 
factures of Amiens and Rheims to Cadiz, and from thence to the Spaniſh 
Plantations. Returns, Spaniſh Wool, &c. 

8. NoRMAN DV, the Woolen Manufacture employs ſeveral Thouſands; 
but the Cloth and Stuffs are vended chiefly in France. 

9. Maine and PERCHE. (Maine) a Manufacture of Woolen Serges and 
Stuffs. (Perche) French Stuffs made, the Woolen Stuffs of Nugent are 
vended at Paris, and exported to other Countries. 

10. ORLEANo1s (Orleans) one Branch of Commerce, Wool, a conſider- 
able Manufacture of Stockings. (Blois and Beajeu) a Manufacture of 
Serges and Stuffs. (At Romartin) more conſiderable. 

Lyons, the Merchants ſend to Spain Cloth, import from thence Wool; 


TY to Tah, Cloth; to Switzerland, coarſe Cloth; to the great Towns of Ger- 


562, 


847. 


many, the ſame. (Auvergne) ſome Woolen Manufactures, viz. Serges and 
other ſlight Stuffs. (Marche) their Trade conſiſts chiefly in Cattle, and in 
the Woolen Manufacture of Aubuſſon, (which is conſiderable on that Ac- 
count) as alſo of Telletin. 

12. BERRY (36 Leagues in Length, 28 broad) good Paſtures for Sheep, 
that are valued for the Fineneſs of their Wool. The Trade, chiefly Cattle, 
Sheep ; the latter alſo furniſh their ManufaQtories with Wool ; ; of which, 
Cloths, Serges, Stockings, Cc. (7 ouraine) Cloth once a principal Manufac- 
ture; now ſcarce followed any where, but at Amboiſe, and there only light 
French Stuffs are made. (Anjou) Cattle and Sheep their chief Riches ; 
Manufacture, flight Woolen Stuffs. | 

13. SPAIN, Wool in general admirably fine, and in great abundance. Their 
Settlements in America furniſh them with prodigious Quantities of — Wool, 
Se. 


, rr 
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14. Pon re Al ( Extremino Duero) great Flocke of Sheep, their Wogl 
and Fleſh in good Eſteem. ( Alenteijo, about 36 Leagues long, near as 
many broad) Mutton and Beef good. 
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15. AFRICA, (Ethiopia, viz. Abyſſinia) Sheep i in great Plenty. (Ca,. vol. m. 
fraria, the Country of the Hottentots) Sheep. (Congo) moſt of the Cattle page 3. 


found in Caffraria, Sheep, Cc. (Morocco) Duty on Wool exported, a 
hundred Pounds, fix ounces of Silver. Sheep, &c. great Plenty. Euro- 
prans bring them Woolen Cloths, Stuffs, &c. taking in Return 
Wool, Fe. ( Algrers) Merchandizes imported, Woolen Cloths, &c.; in 


Return for which, Europeans receive fine Wool, Cc. (Tunis and Tri- 


poli,) In Tripoli, exceeding fine Wool. The Europeans trade with Tunis _ 
Tripoli for Wool, &c. 

16. AMERICA. (Mexico, che W of Guaxaca) great Numbers of 
Sheep. European Sheep ſo multiplied there, 100 Years ago, that it was an 
ordinary thing for a Spamſb Graſier to have 10 or 20, ooo l. Sheep. (Cali- 
Jornia) Sheep, ſome white, others black, larger than ours, affording more 
Wool, very good, and eaſy to be wrought up. ( Peru) Sheep of the 
Country, the leſſer Sort, their Wool long, and much eſteemed for Cloath- 
Ing. The firſt European Sheep there valued at 40 or 50 Crowns a Head. 
So much increaſed in ten Years, that a Sheep might be had for a trifle. 
Reaſon of the Increaſe, no Wolves, &c. The Numbers of Sheep and 
Quantity of Wool great. (Chili,) The Men wear a Garment made of the 
Wool of their Country Sheep of the Peruvian kind ; the Women likewiſe. 


(La Plata) ſcarce a Canton, which has leſs than 30 or 40,000 European | 


Sheep; one of which is more valued, on account of its Wool, than three, 
Horſes, which are indeed not eſteemed at above 15. 6d. each. (Braz!ll,) 
Beſides Sheep of the Peruvian Kind, Europeans now in vaſt Numbers. 


(Virginia,) All manner of European Cattle, Oxen, Sheep, &c. The 


Product chiefly Stock and Grain —= Wool, Cc. A Woolen Manufac- 
ture, ( New-York, New Ferſey, Penſylvania) produce, chiefly Proviſions 
exchanged with Britiſh and other foreign Colonies for .Rum— Wool, 
Sc. The Northern Colonies have ſet up a great many Manufactories. 
They make Woolen Cloth, Hats, &c. (Carolina) Animals the ſame as 
in Virginia. — Of all that are in that Country, nope are a leſs Charge than 
Sheep and there is a particular Sort, whoſe Wool is not inferior to the 
fi Sf aniſh Wool. (Jamaica) Animals, Oxen, Sheep, &c. (un. 


da) Beef and Mutton plentiful. I 
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20 MEMOIRS OP WOOL, &c. Chap. 12. 
Page S 27. Addenda : :—SCArce _ thing in other Countries, which 1 18 not to be 
found in China. 


682, 18. Abundance of Oxen and Sheep in Walachia and Moldavia. ln 
ſhort, Germany abounds with Corn, Cattle, Sheep, and Wool. 


P. S. The Extratts contained in this and the laſt foregoing Chapter, may 
ſerve to convey another Idea than what the Atlas Maritimus & Commercialis 
gives; they are alſo ſome Support to the Teſtimony of the Britiſh Merchant; but 
a more minute, authentic and ſatisfactory Account of the French Woolen Manu- 
faftures particularly, is yet to be learned from the Dictionaire Univerſel du 
Commerce; an Extract of which will. be found nearer the Cliſe of this Work. 
In the mean time, it is obſervable, that Wool. is no more peculiar t6 Great-Bri- 
tain and Ireland 7han is Corn, or Horſes, or horned Cattle. At the moſt, 
it can only be ſaid, that in ſome Parts of theſe Iſlands, as a Conſequence of 
having Sheep in vaſt numbers, there is alſo Abundance of Wool. 

N But we ſee that theſe are not rare in almoſt any Part of the Globe, and that 


in many large Kingdoms they abound greatly, if not equally ſo, as in Great 
Britain and Ireland. / 


CHA P- 


* * nne or WOOL, &c. 


* 


CHAP. e 


The Trade and N. avigation of Great Britain conſidered ; frewing 
that the ſure Way. for a Wation to increaſe in Riches, is to 
prevent the Importation of ſuch Commodities as may be raiſed 
at Home : That this Kingdom is capable of raiſing within it- 


ſelf, and its Colonies, Materials for employing all our Poor | 


in thoſe Manufaftures which we import from ſuch of our 


Weighbours who refuſe the Admiſſion of ours; with ſome Ac- 
count f the. Commodities each Country we trade with takes 


from us, and what we take from them; with Obſervations 


an the Balance. 
— | By Joſhua Gee. * 


HE Engl;/5 Nation remained much in the ſame State; reſpecting 
Trade and Navigation, from the Time of William the Conqueror 
to the Acceſſion of Queen Elizabeth to the Crown of England; which 
then conſiſted chiefly in tranſporting Tin, Lead, Wool, ſome Leather, 
Iron, and other Productions ſufficient to purchaſe what foreign Commodi- 
ties + they wanted. 


2. King Edward III. was the firſt Prince from the Conqueſt to his "ap 2; 


Time, that we find took any Notice of Trade; for in the Parliament held 
at Weſtminſter in 1338, the Tranſportation of Wool out of the Kingdom 
was prohibited ; and for the Encouragement of foreign. Cloth-workers, 
and other Manufacturers, to come and ſettle here, a great many Privi- 
leges were granted. From his Reign to Queen Elizabeth, we do not find 


any one Prince that had much Regard for Trade. In Queen El:zateth's page z, 
Time many and great Advantages were added to it. King James I. con- Page 4. 


cerfied himſelf not much with Trade. King Charles I. had too many 


other things upon his Hands, Cromwell and the Rump had ſome excellent Page 5. 


* This Author was one of. the Gentlemen concerned in writing the Britiſh Merchant. The 


Copy, from which I tranſcribe, is the fourth Edition, printed 1738. From Circumſtances a; it $+ 7. Note 


appears to have been firſt printed about the Year 1728. 
+ In this Paragraph particularly, he hath conſulted Brevity, not Truth. (See Chap. 18, 105 


20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26.) which ſhew the Englih Trade in Moolen Manuſfatture, to hare 


arrived to a very conſiderable Pitch, e the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
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Page 6, 


Page 12. 


Page 13. 


Page 14. 


Page 15. 


Page 16. 


derable. 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. Chap. 122. 
Notions thereof. King Charles II. was too indolent, in that reſpect. 
King James II, though his natural Turn of Mind lay that way, was too 
intent, during his ſhort Reign, to eſtabliſh Popery. Upon King Williams 
coming to the Crown, early Application was made to him for ſeveral 
Amendments in Trade, and for eſtabliſhing a great many uſeful Manu- 
factures here, vis. Luteſtrings, Alamodes, Glaſs, Linen. In his Time alſo 
Manufactures of Copper and Braſs were ſet on Foot, which now in a 
great meaſure ſupply the Nation, The making of Sail-Cloth was alſo be- 
gun, and carried to great Perfection; alſo Sword-Blades, Sciſſars, and Toys, 
made of Steel, which we uſed to have from France, but in which we now 
excel all other Nations. The ſetting up of Salt Forks hath proved very 
beneficial here, and ſaves a great deal of Treaſure yearly : there are beſides 
many other things * which I forbear to enumerate. 
3. At preſent, Turkey takes from us chiefly broad Cloths, c.; and the 
Engliſh Merchants frequently buy up French and Liſbon Sugars, and tranſ- 


port thither, as well as Bullion from Cadiz, ſo that the Balance of that 


Trade in plainly againſt us. Yet is this very uſeful, as taking off our 
Goods fully manufactured, and in Return, ſending us raw Materials for 
Manufacture and Re-exportation. | 

4. Taly takes broad Cloth, Cc. England takes from them, raw, thrown, 
and wrought Silks. Formerly we received a conſiderable Balance; but the 
French now ſupplying them with Woolen ManufaQtures, Fiſh, @&c. ; and 
as we import great Quantities of thrown and raw Silk from thence, to carry 
on our Manufactures, it is thought the Balance now againſt us is. conſi- 


5. Spain takes from us broad Cloth, &c. Stuffs, &c. England from 
them Wine, Fruits, Cc. And though we are obliged to them for their 
Cuſtom for our Manufactures, they are no leſs obliged to us for taking off 
their Products, Formerly we received a very great Balance from them in 
Bullon 4 but ſince the Houſe of Bourbon has filled the Spani/h Throne, 
and introduced French Stuffs and Faſhions, it is preſumed the Balance is 
but very ſmall in our Favour. | 

5. Portugal takes from us broad Cloths, Druggets, &c. England from 


them Wine in vaſt Quantities, Oyl, &c, and though we may allow a 


* Naw Acquiſitions, And as all theſe contribute th the Employment and Maintenance of the 
People, and to enrich the Merchants, &c. fo they are very comfortable Reflexions, and might 


ſerve to allay that Spirit of Murmuring and Diſcontent, which is too frequent on the Head of 
Trade aud Manufacture. 5 | 


conſiderable 
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conſiderable Balance to be brought us, yet is it not ſo great as ſome ima- 


; f 7. France takes from England, Tobacco, Lead, &c. ſome Flanell. Page 18. 
England from France, Wine, Cambricks and Lawns ; Brocades, Velvets, 
&c. run in upon us, Linens in like manner and Brandies, for which the 
Smugglers carry nothing but Gold, Silver, and Wool. France, above all 
other Nations, is the worſt for England to trade with. It produces Tnoſt 
Things neceſſary for Life, and wants little either for Luxury or Conveni- 
ence, ſome few Materials excepted, to help to carry on their Manyfac- 
tures; of which the chief are, Woor, and ſome Dying Stuffs. But they Page * | | 
have laid down ſome of their beſt Lands for Paſturage, to improve the / 
Growth of their Wool. Great Part of their Woolen Manufacture is indeed | 
carried on with Spaniſh and Triſh Wool; what they import from Ireland 
might be prevented, but inſtead of that, there is a Duty of 19d *. Farthing 
per Stone, laid upon all that comes to England. So that the \French in 
Ireland buy theirs near 20 per Gent. cheaper. 0 4 
8. Flanders takes from us Serges, a few Flannels, a very few Stuffs, Page 27. | | 
Sugar, Gc. England takes from them Lace, Cambricks, Lawns, &c. to a 
very great Value, It is difficult to judge, as the Trade goes chiefly 
through the Hands of the Dutch, what Balance we pay them; but it is 
undoubtedly very conſiderable, we being their beſt Cuſtomers; and yet 
they prohibit our Woolen Cloths, which if freely admitted, it is thought | 
would not amount to one fifth of what we take from them. _ Ws 
9. Germany takes from England broad Cloth, Druggets, &c. England Page 22. 
takes from them prodigious Quantities of Linen, &c. According to the 
Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts, the Balance was thought to: be in our Favour, 
when we were ſupplied by France with Linens; but fince the high Duty 
upon French - Linens, the Emperor and other Princes of Germany have 
gained that Manufacture, which has greatly enriched them. And yet, | 
notwithſtanding the Advantage they have by importing their Linens upon * 
us, ſome of them have prohibited ſeveral of our Woolen Manufactures, and 9 
others have prohibited all; which gives them a very great Balance up- | 
on us. . * 
10. Norway and Denmark takes from England, Guineas, Crown Pieces, 
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This Duty was taken off ſome Time in the Year 1730 or 3731, (See Chap. 126. §. 12.) 
Bullion, 
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Page 29. 


Page 30. 
s Ch. 320. 
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Bullion, a little Tobacco, and a few coarſe Woolens. England takes from 
Norway, Timber, Iron. We pay them a very great Balance. 

11. Sweden takes from England, our Gold, Silver, and but- a ſmall 
Quantity of the Manufactures and Production of England; which takes 
from Sweden near two Thirds of the Iron wrought up, or conſumed in the 
Kingdom, Copper, Planks, &c. The Balance from us before the late 
War with Denmark, amounted to between 2 and 300, ooo J. yearly, beſides 
the Freight of their own Product. 

12. Rufjia takes from us ſome coarſe Cloths, long Ells, worſted Stuffs, 
Tin, &c. England takes from Ruſſia, beſides many other Things, Hemp, 
and having no other Market to go to, where great Quantities may be had, 
they are paid their own Prices for what we take of then. 

13. Holland takes from England, Woolen Manufactures, and ſomething 
of almoft every Thing the Kingdom produces. England takes from Hol- 
land, fine Hollands, &c. Sc. But according to the Cuſtom-Houſe Ac- 
counts, we Over-balance them thrice as much as we do Portugal or Spain. 
But when the great Number of Smuggling Ships are conſidered, it is apt 


to furniſh the thinking Part of Mankind with other Notions. 


14. Ireland takes from England. broad Cloth, Silks, Ribbons, Gold and 
Silver Lace, almoſt every Thing they uſe ®, but coarſe Linens, coarſe 
Woolens, snd Eatables. England takes fro Ireland, Woolen and Linen 
Yarn, Wool in great Quantities, ſome Tallow—--But that which makes 
Ireland ſo very profitable to England, is, that it is thought near one Half 
of the Rents of the whole, belong to Eng/iſþ Noblemen and Gentlemen 
that dwell here, They have an extraordinary Trade for their Hides, 


Tallow, Beef, Butter, c. to Holland, — France, Portugal and 


Spain, 

15. Our Sugar Plantations take from England all Sorts of Clothing, 
Houſhold Goods, c. They ſend us Sugar, Ginger, Sc. all the Bullion 
and Gold they can meet with, and doubtleſs would produce Cinnamon 
and other Spices, &c. if they were planted, alſo Coffee. 

16. The Tobacco Plantations take from England, their Clothing o, Houſ- 


hold Goods, Utenſils of all Kinds. England takes from them, Tobacco 


K. 28. Note. for Uſe and Re- exportation. 
17. Carolina lyes in a happy Climate, T9 the beſt Rice in the 


* But Quere, if the Caſe is not much altered of late Years, ſince the Dublin diols has given 
annual Premiums to Wr the Induſtry and Invention of the People there, to Manufacture | 
and Productions of all Kinds! 


Page 31. 


I World; 
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World; no Country would afford better Silk. *'Tis ſaid, that Bohea and 
Green Tea have been raiſed there, that it is capable of furniſhing good 
Olive Oyl, Cochineal, Indigo, Iron, Hemp, Flax. 4 | 


25 


18. Penſylvania, within 40 Years, has made wonderful Improvements 3 Poge- 34. 


which has very much enlarged their Demands upon us for broad Cloths, 
Druggets, Serges, Stuffs, and Manufactures of all Sorts. They ſupply 


the Sugar Plantations with Pipe-Staves, Lumber, &c.—But all that not 


ſufficing for their Clothing, they are forced to make ſomething by their 
own Labour and Induſtry, to anſwer that End. * ; | 

19. New Jerſey, New York, New England, like Penſylvania, buy their 
Clothing from us, what they can afford “; for the reſt, they are their 
own Manufacturers. RS. e 
20. Our Trade to Africa is very profitable; it carries no Money out, 

brings in Bullion, Gold-Duſt, Cc. and ſupplies the Plantations with 
Negroes. 

21. We ſend great Quantities of Bullion to the Ea/t-Indres, as well as 
ſome Manufactures, which purchaſe there at very low Prices, the Pro- 
ducts and Manufactures of India and China, which are brought home in our 
own Navigation; out of which we ſupply ourſelves with Callicoes and 


Page 35, 36. 


other Cotton Cloths, ſufficient for our own Conſumption, as alſo Coffee, 
Tea, and raw Silk; and, it is ſuppoſed, ſell + to Foreigners as many of 


the faid Commodities, or more than pay for all the Bullion ſhipped out. 


* Or rather, what they want. | 
+ Re-export, (I preſume, Mr, Gee ſhould have ſaid,) and ſell to Foreigners, Ireland, and the 
Britiſh Plantation. December 22. 1733, Mr. Alderman French preſented to the Houſe of 
Commons [in Ireland] Heads of a Bill, for the more effectual Employment of the Poor, by 
© prohibiting the Uſe and Wear of all wrought Silks, Bengals, and Stuffs mixed with Silks, Cot- 


ton, or Herba of the Manufacture of Perſia or China, or the Ea/t-Inaies, and of all painted 
< Callicoes, except thoſe painted in Ireland or Great-Britain; and the ſaid Heads were agreed 
© to But as paſſing ſuch a Bill would have been prejudicial to the Ea/t-India Company in 
England, a Stop was put to it.” Quer. If this was well judged, even for the Woolen Manu- 
facture of England, and particularly if it is any May conſiſtent with good Senſe and Equity (in regard 
to the WooL GROWE * prohibit abſolutely the Exportation of Wool from Great-Britain, and 
frem Ireland, to foreign 

factures (thought fit to be prohibited in Great- Britain) /o much as to Ireland and the Plantations ? 


D N 


arts; and at the ſame Time, to permit the Importation of foreign Manu- 
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Page 97. 
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Chap. 123. 


CH AP. CXXIII. 
Avi * the Demands for our Woolen Manufa&tures do not 


increaſe. 


By Joſhua Gee. 


. 1 T is ſuppoſed that Egypt, the Tyrians, and Coafts of Syria, were the 
firſt that entred upon the Linen and Woolen Manufactures; and as 
Wars and Perſecutions aroſe, ſome of them ſhifted from Place to Place, 
and at laſt carried thoſe Manufactures among the Flemings, who raiſed 
Flax and Hemp of their own, and have carried the Linen to the higheſt 
Perfection of any Place in Europe; and alſo made various and great Im- 
provements in the Woolen. Theſe two ManufaQtures drew Multitudes of 
People to. ſettle in the 17 Provinces; and England having the greateſt 
Quantity of the beſt Sort of Wool, they purchaſed that from us, and great 
Quantities were exported. 

2. Ed. III. ſaw the Advantage of the Woolen Manufacture, and made 

a fair Puſh for having it removed hither, and took proper Meaſures for 
eſtabliſhing it here, as is before © mentioned; but for Want of the like Care 


in his Succeſſors, it did not take deep Root till the Reign of Queen Eliza- 


beth e. In her Time, that Manufactury was ſo effectually eſtabliſhed, that 
a mighty Progreſs was made therein, and it increaſed ſo conſiderably, that 
they gained the Reputation of being the beſt in Europe ; and a Market was 


opened for them, not only into Spain, France, Italy and Germany, but into 


Ruſſia e the Baitick &c. and by way of Archangel | into Perfia, and alo:a 
Trade was ſettled into Turkey *. 

3. England carried on her Trade in the Woolen Manufacture, a conſi- 
derable Time, and the reſt of Europe carried on the Linen and other Ma- 
nufactures, and exchanged them with us for our Woolenss. — But the 
French endeavouring to enlarge the Trade and Manufactures of that King- 
dom, found out ſeveral Ways to prevent the Importation of our Woolens. 
into France, by cauſing them to be thrown into Water, and then to be 
ſhrunk and new dreſſed, before they were admitted to be ſold; thoſe vex- 
atious Ways, together with the high Duties impoſed upon them, ſoon 
tired out the Engliſb Merchant, and amounted to a Prohibition. 


3 - 4. Thoſe 
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4. Thoſe Proceedings gave Spirit to Sweden and ſeveral German Prin 
to follow the Example of France; they were alſo willing to try whether 
they could not lay the Engliſb Woolen Manufactures under ſuch Prohibi- 
tions and Difficulties, as to exclude the wearing them in their reſpective 
Dominions. How far they ſucceeded *, is too well known. 

5. We may judge what Part France has gained from us, by examining Page 100. 
into the mighty Demand there was for our Woolen Goods, when France 
was viſited with the Plague, and were ſtopp'd from ſupplying foreign 
Markets: The Demand for our Woolen Goods increaſed to ſo great a ,, 
Degree, that the like has not happened for many Years + ; but as ſoon as that 
Country was freed from the Plague, they again ſupplied thoſe Markets as 
formerly, and the Demand for ours gradually ſunk. 

6. Now as we have greatly increaſed in our Buildings and Inhabitants 
within theſe forty Years, and have ſo many Competitors in the Woolen 
Manufactures; and France, &c. has gained fo great a Part from us; and 
ſo many Places endeavour to keep out our Woolen Manufactures, and till 
continue to import their Hemp, Flax, Pot-aſh, Iron, Timber, &c. upon 
us, which draws a very great Treaſure annually out of this Kingdom; 
ſome Methods muſt be found out for eſtabliſhing other Manufactures, for 
employing our Poor, otherwiſe our preſent Riches will decreaſe, our Lands 
ſink in Value, and our Manufacturers be forced to go into other Countries 
to find Employment; which would be a Misfortune ſeverely felt. But 


this may be prevented; for if we will examine into the Conveniencies we Pege 10 


have for carrying on the greateſt and moſt profitable Manufacturies, we 
ſhall find that by a right Regulation of the Improvements that may. be 
made, eſpecially in our Colonies, we may equal, if not exceed, any Na- 
tion in Europe, in raifing Materials for Silk, and Linen Manufacture; either 
of which thought to be as conſiderable in the World as the Woolen, and 
no Way inferior to it in Point of Profit. The making and ſupplying our- 
ſelves with Pig and Bar Iron from the Colonies, is alſo very material, fince 
Foreigners draw between two and three hundred thouſand Pounds per Ann. 
from us for that Commodity, and all, to a Trifle, in ready Money. 
* | Oll 
in Kühn Broth Writers fay) Ae Mr 


for Clathing, is to all the World as = a Neceſſary of Lift, as any Thing elſe 
+ May we not expect, according to this Account, that the Price of yp in England, was 


hereby conſiderably advanced ? is has been ſaid ; but we ſhall prove the contrary. 
D 2 », Sometimes 
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Page 239. 


Page 25. 
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7. Sometimes indeed there is a mighty Enquiry into Trade, and Perſons 
are called upon to give their Thoughts, but commonly thoſe Enquiries die. 
Tis true indeed, that a confid:rable Number of Merchants are akeays choſe inta 
the Houſe ; but then it has been obſerved, that by the mutual Oppoſition of theſe 
wo are engaged in different Intereſts, they rather puzzle than give Light to the 
Argument in Debate ; and I muſt confeſs, that T have uſually found Gentlemen 
more ready to entertain right Notions of Commerce, as it reſpects the Advantage 
er diſadvantage of the Publick, than moſt Men in Trade; few of whom, 
though otherwiſe knowing and well ſkilled in their own Way, give themſelves 
Trouble to lock further than what concerns their own particular Intereſt. 


—— 


G16 A #. Yea: 


Tracis concerning the preſent State of Ireland, wrote im England, 
but firſt printed at Dublin, 1729. 


1 [| T is a received Opinion, that it were better for England, if Ireland 

were no morg ; but if we conſider (apart from Prejudices and parti- 
cular Intereſts) how greatly we are already Gainers by the Trade and In- 
duſtry of that Country, poor as it is, we ſhall begin to think (however the 
Nation is exploded) that the Wealth and Proſperity of Ireland is not incom- 
patible with that of England, but highly conducing to its Riches, Grandeur, 
and Power. | 


2, It is more than probable, that Ireland ſends us, at „ 

preſent, for Coals per Ann. — — — 100,000 © o 

For Corn — _ _ _ _ 80,000 © © 
For broad Cloths, Eaſt India Goods and Mercers Wares, 

Hops, Toys, &r, — — — — 250,000 © © 


We have all their Wool raw and unmanufactured ; which, as appears by the 
Regiſter thereof at the Cuſtom-Houſe, for the Year ending at Midſummer 


1723, amounts to, Yarn included, 271,291 Stones; which, becauſe of the 


Monopoly thereof, we buy at 63. per Stone; in all 81,282/, firſt Coſt. 
| This 
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This by the Art and Labour of Engli/h Men, is converted into Cloths, Ge. 


and by a reaſonable Computation, is a Means of ſaving or IJ. 6. F. 
gaining annually, over and above the firſt Coſt — 750,000 © © 
By Expence of 1r:/þ Outliers among us —  — 600,000 0. 9 
So that we are Gainers by our Dealings with that Country, J. . d. 
ber Ann. — — — — 1,781,000 © © 


3. It is true, that in Parliaments, every Member may be ſuppoſed to la- 
bour with a more particular Aſſiduity, the Advantage and Emolument of "TO 28, 
that Corporation which ſent him ; but every other Member does the ſame, 
and this Diſtraction of Affairs (as I may call it) brings the Matter quicker 
to an Iſſue, and by a Majority of Voices, determines which is the common 
Good. But however, it ſometirnes happens, that the Deſigns of particular 
Societies are ſo gilt and varniſhed over with ſpecious Pretences and Inſinua- 
tions, that it is almoſt impoſſible to diſtinguiſh the real from the fictitious 
Good, and they are led into Miſtakes. Inſtances of this might be given in 
many Particulars, but I ſhall only mention one, which has reſpect to our 
Trade with Ireland, and which occaſioned no ſmall Loſs to us. I mean that 
which forbad the Importation of 1ri/þ Beef. 

4. Before the Reſtoration, we were in the ſole Poſſeſſion of the Beef 
* _ which being a bulky Commodity, afforded no ſmall Occupation to 
Ships and Sailors, and no inconſiderable Profit to the Nation in general, on 
the Articles of Trade and Navigation. But by our ſuffering ourſelves to be 
led by the Infinuations of a particular Society, we have loſt thoſe Benefits. 

5. I ſhould be glad to know with what Face a Petition from the Shepherds 
England “ to prohibit the Importation 1 of Wool, would at this Day be 
received in our Parliament; it is certain it would greatly raiſe the Price of that 
produced here + ; and the ſame Arguments + might be framed for it, that 


et; 
. age 


* Shepherds of England, &c, —— As if this was a Matter that concerned thoſe only that 
were literally Shepherds, the por Hirelings retained to follow the Flocks, and not the Land- 
ewners, who ſubſiſt by their Rents, and the Flock- Mafters, whoſe Property the Sheep are, and 
who, beſides ſupporting their own Families, pay thoſe Rents with the Produce thereof, 
+ However, beſides ſome other Things that are well enough to be approved of in this TraQ, 
I commend the Ingenuity of the Writer, in acknowledging, that the Importatien of Iriſh Wool R 
and Yarn to England, does contribute to fink the Price of Engliſh Wool there. | 

t And ] further agree with him, that the ſame Al which ſhall be eſteemed nod, for 
prohibiting Iri/þ Cattle, hold equally for prohibiting Iriſb Fool and Yarn ; yet in my Opinion 
ought none of them to be prohibited ; the ſame _— of another Regulation, as I think, more | . 
agreeable to Equity and good Policy, 15 | | 
were — 
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were made Uſe of to procure the Prohibition of Beef ; but I am ſure a very 
indifferent Politician might however ſee, that the Gain of that particular So- 
ciety, could in no Meaſure compenſate the Injury it would do to our Woolen 
Page 62. Trade, and to the Nation in general. | 128 
6. The nearer Commodities are bought to the Place of their Growth, 
the mote advantageous they are to the Country importing; becauſe Ships, 
Freight, Sailors Wages, Cc. being but a Commutation within themſelves, 
are no Drain to the Nation. So likewiſe, the farther off we can fell our 
own Commodities, the more advantageous is it to the Nation, the Expence 
and Hazard of the Navigation adding conſiderably to their Price at ſuch 

Markets. 8 | 
Page 64. 7. Premiums on the Exportation of Goods, enable the Merchant to ſell 
them ſo much cheaper at foreign Markets, than he could otherwiſe afford 
them, and are of ſingular Uſe in Caſes where we are underſold by others; 
for which Reaſon it is a Nation's Profit to give Premiums, where the Sale of 
their ManufaQtures would otherwiſe be leſſened. 


hee. eo ee ee er 


C*H A . cnany. 


The Engliſh Woolen Manufacturers Remarks on the preſent de- 
clining State of their Trade for Exportation, and the Mecęſ- 
fity there is of preventing the Iriſh Wool being run; humbly 
offered to the Conſideration of both Houſes of Parliament, 


1730. 


Page 3. I. RADE in general does now feel the Effects of a long and 
| gradual Decay * in our Woolen Trade for Exportation, as the 
Woolen Manufactures abroad have took Place; which is evidently owing to 


their getting the Ib Mool, and not only working it up, but with it alſo great 


* A long and gradual Decay in our Moolen Trade for Exportation. The Exports of the 
« Engliſh Woolen ManufaQtures, at a Medium of the laſt four Years, exceeded their Exportations, 
© 160r 18 Years ago, about 205,000 J. per Ann.” 


An Eſſay on Trade and Improvement of Ireland (pag. 77.) By Arthur Dobbs, /; Dublin, 
printed 1729. | 


Quantities 
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Quantities of their own Wool (intermixing it with the Iriſb) into Engh/b — 
like + Goods, much cheaper than England can. | "pn 

2. 'Tis fully demonſtrated by the great Charge and Riſk * England's Ri- Page 5: 
vals run in getting the 1r:/þ. Wool, that as they do not need it for Quantity, 
having Wool of their own, 'tis for Quality, without which they cannot 
work up their own, into ſuch Goods that they rival England in. | 
3. At preſent, the Intereſt of England and Ireland, as to their Wool, does page 6. 
very much differ; and it is England s abſolute Intereſt, that none of her own 
nor Fiſb Woal, be run, but that all more than Feland's own Home Conſump- 
tion does call for, be manufactured in England for Exportation. But 'tis Page 7. 
Ireland's preſent Intereſt, that all her Wool, more than ſhe manufactures 
herſelf (not all for Home Conſumption) be run, rather than exported in 
Wool, to England. | 9 | 

4. All Irifb Wool exported to England, does pay a Duty in Ireland of up- 
wards of one Penny per Pound; and likewiſe all 1r:/þ Woelen Yarn imported, 
pays a Duty of above a Penny per Pound in England, beſides what it pays, 
as Wool, in Ireland. 

5. Tis to be feared no Law will put a Stop to running Wool in Ireland, 
'till the 1r7/þ ſee it their Intereſt to become ſubſervient with their Vool to 
the Intereſt of the Engliſʒ Woolen Trade for Exportation. 

6. Taking off the ſaid Duty on the Iriſb Mool, will not introduce it into 


England cheaper = than now; the Price in Ireland advancing as the Duty = 8, Chap. 


is taken off; but it would be a very great Means to induce the Iriſb Traders 124. F. 5 

to think it their Intereſt to put in Force ſuch Laws, as our Parliament may 

find needful to prevent. its being run, as England will be 20 per Cent. a better 

Market than now, and their Gains will not be England's Loſs. | 

7. Money earned by the Engliſb Spinners, is now the deareſt earnt of any Page 8. 
in the whole Manufacturing. Every Pack run, robs England's Poor of ma- 

nufacturing three. Taking off the Duty on Iriſd Woolen Yarn imported; 

then by encouraging the Viſb Poor in Spinning a Part of the Woo! now 

run, into white Yarn for England, as now for England's Rivals, would be 


+ Engliſh-like Goods, an Expreſſion, we ſball ſee, borrowed from the French, now made Uſe of Nh 10 be 
for the firſt Time, but repeated hereafter by other Engliſh Writers, in order to convey a very dif- under/lood. 
ferent Meaning from that in which it is uſed by the French. 

* This is miſ-ſtating the Caſe. The Subjects of England and Feland chiefly run thoſe Riſks, 
to convey it to Foreigners; and their Motive is evidently, the Proſpect of Gain attending that. 
illicit Practice; which Gain in a great Meaſure ariſes from the Pic E OT Woo, both in Ire- 
und and England, BEIN G DEPREsS'D- CONSIDERABLY BELOW ITS NATURAL VALUE, 


much: 
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much more for the Advantage of England's Manufacturers, and ' inſtead of 
leſſening either the Price of Mool, or of the Labour of our Engliſh Poor, 
be an abſolute Means, by the great Increaſe of Trade, fully to employ them, 
though ſo numerous, much more to their own and Kingdom's Advantage, 
than bare Spinning can. | FER | 

8. More than that, taking off the Duty on the ſaid Wool and Yarn, and 
turning the Jriſb low Labour in England's Favour, would not only make 
them that are now employed for England's Rivals, ſee it their Intereſt that 
ſuch a Law be executed, but even the whole Kingdom (the clandeſtine 
Traders excepted) would aſſiſt therein, and conſult the Intereſt of England 
as to her Woolen Manufactory for Exportation; which at once would en- 
able England not only to continue a living Price to her Poor, but alſo fully 
to employ them, and that to more Advantage than now ſhe can, and yet to 
ſell ſo cheap, that ſhe would be able to cope with the whote World in Moolen 
Goods. | 

9. N. B. As dying and fitting white Woolen Goods for Exportation, 
does, on an Average, coſt 50 * per Cent. preventing ſuch Goods being ex- 


ported white (that is not worn ſo) would greatly add to the Labour of the 
Engliſh Poor, and Trade in general . N 


C HAP. CXXVI. 


Some Thoughts on the Woolen Manufacture of En gland, in a 
Letter from a Clothier zo a Member of Parliament, 1731. 


I. Y O U are too clear-ſighted to approve of their Policy, who are for 
creating an imaginary Diſtinction between the Intereſt of England, 
and that of Ireland: For you readily perceive, that Men who look on 


* "his ſeems to be a very extravagant Way of reckoning ; but be that as it will, it would 
a'd ſti!] more to the Englih Trace, if Foreigners could be obliged to buy the Trimming, vis. 
Buttons, Threa'', Silk, c. from England, as well as the Clo.h ; and the Argument which ſhall 
be good, for ab olutely prohibiting ſuch Goods being exported white, will be equa'ly good, for 
not ſufering them to be exported without the neceſſary Quantity of proper Trimming. 

+ An Aa for further encouraging the Manufacture of Britiſh Sail Cloth. 4 Geo. II. c. 27. 
This Act recites, © that many of his Majetty's Subjects were employed in making Sail Cloth; 
that this Manufacture by. proper Encouragement might be greatly improved and increaſed, 
therefore permits undreſſed Flax to be imported without Duty on Entry, Cc. takes off the 
Draw back before allowed on Re- exportation of foreign Sail Cloth, and allows a Bounty of one 
Penny er Ell on Britiſh Sail Cloth exported,” 

| Things 
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Things in this wrong Light, frequently form | Opinions hoe: prove hurtful 
to the Intereſt of England. | 


81 
2. The Wars of Ireland, after the Revolution, ending i in the peaceable 


| Settlement of that Country, in the Year 1691, People betook themſelves to 


ſme Induſtry. Thus they naturally fell into Breeding of Cattle and Sheep; 


and they again manufactured Wool, as they had done in former Reigns. 
This bred ſuch a Jealouſy in us, that in June 1698, Addreſſes were preſented 
to the King by both Houſes of Parliament ; beſeeching his Majeſty to 
take effeQual Meaſures to prevent the Growth of the Woolen Manufac- 
© tures of Ireland *. 

3. Hereupon the bead of Sale! fully inclined to ſatisfy us in that 
Matter, reſolved to regulate their Woolen Trade after what Manner might' 
be moſt agreeable to England. To this End, they had under Confideration 
Heads of a Bill to limit the Number of Sheep to be kept by any Perſon in 
that Country. But that was not what We ſought after : It was not OUR 
BusixEss 7 leſſen the Quantity of Wool in Ireland; but to prevent the ma- 


nufafturing it there for foreign Markets. Therefore the Lords Juſtices and 


Council, purſuant to Inſtructions from England, framed Heads of a Bill, 
whereby four Shillings on the Value of tweaty Shillings, of old Draperies, 
and two Shillings on the like Value of, all new Draperies, (except Freezes) 
was impoſed as a new Duty on all thoſe Manufactures of Wool, to be ex- 


ported between the 25th of March 1699, and the 25th of March 1702. 


And although the Manufacturers of Ireland petitioned the Parliament 
apainſt this Bill, yet it was readily paſſed into a Law; fo willing were the 
People of Ireland to remove all our Apprehenſions of their rivalling us in 
this our darling Manufacture. e | | 

4. And it is certain, this Duty (which was calculated to divert the Manu- 
facturers by Degrees, from the Woolen to the Linen and Hempen Manu- 
factures) would have effectually prevented the People of Ireland from fre- 


quenting the Markets we ſupplied with Woolen Manufactures. Or if cn pig 6. 


* See Chap 85. | 

+ This is a terrible Ci rcumſtance upon the Engliſh oel Grower ; by which I apprehend the 
Iri/h 47 has ſtood, contrary to the Opinion of Sir Mill. Temple, who thought it could not; an! 
which Act is contrary to the Sentiments of many Writers; for many there are, who have men- 


toned that Act. only for the Sake of condemning it; nay, (which is mic more to be remarked) 


cut of a vaſt Number of Tracts on theſe Sub jects, not a ſingle Sentence has occurred in Favour 
thereof, unle's this. or the like may be ene one, viz. * that was not what W] E ſcuzht after ; 
* it was not OUR BUSINESS, Sc. ; | 
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Trial, it had proved inſufficient, other Methods might have been purſued to 
that End. But we did not wait the Succeſs of this Law. Even the Con- 
currence of the People of Ireland with the Method propoſed onthe Part of 
= England, ſeems to have heightened our Jealouſy, by making us imagine the 
Manufactures of Ireland were atrived at a dangerous Pitch of Improvement; 
ſince they could be ſuppoſed capable of bearing ſuch an extravagant Duty 
as was laid on them by their own Parliament: And therefore an Act was 
„Chap. 85. paſſed in England, in the Year 1699*, prohibiting the Exportation of 
9. 7. Woolen Manufactures from Ireland to any other Place but the few Wo! 
Ports of England and Wales, But ſuch Importations being left liable to 
Duties laid on Cloth, &c. by Acts antecedent to this I am now ſpeaking of, 
that Part of the Woolen Trade which our Legiſlature ſeemed willing to al- 

low to the People of Ireland, became impracticable. 

5. By this Means, it's true, we ſubverted the Woolen Manufactures of 
Ireland; but it is apprehended we, at the ſame Time, raiſed more formidable 
Enemies to our Trade: For Numbers of Workmen being at once deprived 
of Employment, were drove out of Ireland, to ſeek their Bread in other 
Countries, (as the Flemings were formerly forced into England) and being 
encouraged (eſpecially by France) to ſet up their Trades, we were foon -de- 
prived of ſeveral Markets for our Molen Goods, to the very great Detriment 
of the general Commerce of England. 

6. It is probable, theſe Miſchiefs could not have been brought upon us, 
had not Means been found to carry great Quantities of Wool from England 
and Ireland to the foreign Factories. But no Prohibition could prevent the. 
Material from following the Manufacturers, when ſufficient Profit was al- 

Page . lowed to compenſate for the Riſk of the Exporter. And it is certain, tho' 
no Part of Europe yields fuch large Quantities of Mool, proper for fine neat 
Drapery, as England and treland: Vet Spain has finer Wool than ours; 
and all Countries afford ſome Sort of Wool, which though much coarſer, 
anſwers the Uſe of their common People, and when mixed with the Wool 
of theſe Kingdoms, ſerves for ſeveral Sorts of Manufactures fit for general 
Uſe in all Countries. So that we find by fad Experience, that we acted too 
precipitately, in Ceſtroying, inſtead of regulating the Wooten Trade of Ire- 
land; and perhaps the beſt Remedy we can apply to the Miſchief hereby 
brought upon ourſelves, is to tread back the Steps wherein we have fo long 
wandered, 


| 
[if 

| 
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7. I would not have you from hence to imagine, that I think it proper to 
allow the Exportation of Woolen Manufactures from Jrelond to any other 
Parts but England ; for that is not my Purpoſe. On the contrary; the Ad- 
vantages arifing from the Woolen Trade, are what we ought to confine as 
much as poſſible to England. In order to which, it may be worth conſider- 
ing, whether by the Aſſiſtance of Ireland we might not recover thoſe 
Branches of our Trade, out of which the French and other Nations have 
very near beat us, by the Cheapneſs of their Labour. And if, to effect this, 
it may appear neceſſary to ſhew ſome Favour to the Poor of Ireland, we 
ought not to grudge it them. E 5 „ n e eee 

8. That you may have a more perfect View of the State of this Caſe; I . 
muſt entreat you to caſt your Eyes on the following Abſtract, taken from 
the Cuſtom- Houſe Books of Ireland for five Years, immediately before the © 
Revolution, and five Years after the War in ireland, viz. from 1693 to 1697 Te 10. 
incluſive. It appears, that though the People of Jreland, before the 
Revolution, had made ſome Progreſs in the Woolen Manufacture, yet in the 
Year of their greateſt Exports, viz. Ann. 1687, the Value of all their Manu- 
factures (except Yarn that came to England) did not exceed 70,5211. 145, 
and of that Sum, 56,4857. 16 5. was in Freezes , a Manufacture we never: Chap. 84. 
trouble our Heads with, and 2 520 J. 18 6. in coarſe Lriſb Stockings; both Þ 5. 
amounting to 59,006 J. 14 5, So that the old and new Draperies, which 
alone could interfere with our Trade, did not exceed 11,5147. ros. Ard 
it is obſervable, that more Wool and Yarn was brought into England, that 
Year, than in any of the preceding Years. For Inſtance, the Quantity of 
Yarn, that Year, brought from Ireland to England at 18 Pound to the Stone, 
was 3668 Stones; of Wool, 2 $6,592 Stones. From whence it is evident, 
that our Manufacture increaſed * in Proportion as the Trade of Ireland 
_ proſpered. 3 | wi t- 

9. From the Cuſtoma-Houſe Accounts, for the five Years after the War , 
in Treland, it appears, that in the Year 1697, being the Year before we com- 
plained of their Manufactures, though they had been every Year increaſing, 
vet they had not recovered above one third Part of the Woolen Trade which 
they had before the War, (viz. the total Value of Manufactures this Year 


| F 1 
T bis in itfelf is no Evidence of the Increaſe of the Engliſh Manufacture; for though more | 
Wool and Yarn was imported from [reland to England, than in ſome preceding Years, yet, as 7 | 1 
tat would naturally reduce the Price of Engliſh Wool and Yarn, ſo it would only increaſe the | N i 
Temptation in £ng/and to export W.ool clandeſtinely. £9 4 | 
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exported, was 23,614 J. 9 s. 6 d. namely, in Freezes and Stockings, 14,625 J. 
12 3. In old and new Drapery, 8988 J. 17s. 6 d. Yarn to England, 13,48 
Stones; Wool 217678 Stones + .) Alſo, as before, ſo after the Revolution, 
the Manufactures exported from Ireland were moſtly Freezes and coarſe 
Stockings: And in Proportion as the People of Ireland improved in theſe 
Manufactures, ſo the Quantities of Wool ꝓ and Yarn exported. from thence 
to England, increaſed. And perhaps you will from theſe Obſervations con- 
clude, that fince we thought proper to graſp at all this Trade, and declare 
our Jealouſy even of our Fellow Subjects of Ireland enjoying ſuch a ſmall 
Pittance of it, it had been more prudent to have proceeded. by Methods 
proper to turn the Induſtry of the People of Ireland, by Degrees, from the 
Woolen to other Manufactures, than to have followed the. Courſe we took 

with them. 1 VER oY ol. ric 
10. It is true, that for ſome few Years after we had deſtroyed the Woolen 
Manufactures of Ireland, we ſeemed to engroſs all that Trade; but this Ap- 
pearance of Benefit abated, as the foreign Factories, which were raiſed out 
of the Ruins of the ib, acquired Strength, and Means were contrived to 
draw the Material after the Manufacturers, This is but too evidently our 
Caſe-; however, to ſhew you how it ſtands with regard to Ireland, I give 
you ſome Abſtracts of the Wool and Yarn, exported from thence for Eng- 
land in ſeveral Periods of Time. 57 

And firſt, for the four Years after the Deſtruction: of the 11/5 Manufac- 
tures, we find exported, | 
(A) 


Wool. Yarn Total 
Stone at Stone at Wool and 


-» 


18 lb. 18 lb. Tarn. 
1700 336,292 26,617 362, 9og 
Year ending at J 1701 302,812 23,390 326,202 
Chriſtmas, 1702 316,473 43,048 359,121 
1703 360,662 36,873 3975735 
Total for four Years. 1,315,439 130,528 1,445,907 


Medium for each Year. - 328,859 32,632 361,4914 


+ Which was 9812 Stones of Yarn mare, in 1697, than in 1687, and 3891 3 Stones of Wool 4%. 

1 The Connection here, is much like that of the Goodwin Sands and A Steeple, Our 

Author had been nearer the Truth, if he had ſaid, that in Proportion as their Stock of Sheep in- 

creaſed in Trelund, ſo. the Quantities of Wool and Yarn exported from thence to England, in- 

creaſed likewiſe, For thus in 1693, when they had but few Sheep, they imported, of Yarn, 
only 1897 4 Stones; of Wool, no more than 37888 Stones. 8 Th 

9 ne 
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The next Abſtract of the Exports of the Wool and Yarn is for four 
Years, taken =O Time of the Peace of Utrecht, wiz. for the Years, | 
ER 6M) 
> Wool Yan Total 
Stone at Stone at Wool and © 
18 lb. 18 lb. Yarn, 


| 1711 310, 36 56,273 365,409 


"Year ending at { 1712 2033940 60, 10 324,054 


_ Lady-Day. \ 1713 171,871 68,548 240,419 
| 1714 147,153 So,1q7 205.300 
Total for four Years. 893,106 242,076 1,13 $182 | 


Medium for each Year. 223,276 60, 519 283.795 7 


2 RE OY 
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yes 1) £ 
1726 53285 87,61 138,632 
— ending at $78&7- - 58,18 2 18 4 130, 229 
Coriſimss. 1728 43 84 0,4 130,212. 
| 1729 5667 01.8 3 130, 521 
Total for four Years. - PETR 331,599 $29,594 


Medium for each Year. 49,501 832,897 132, 3987 


Thus it appears, that the Imports of Wool from. Irelans, gradually de- 
creaſed, from the Year 1703 to this Time ; and. tis worth obſerving, ſince 
it ſeems to point out the Cauſe of this Decreaſe, that on the Peace of 
Utrecht, the Exports of Wool from Ireland to England, fell ſhort of what 
they were, during the War. Inſomuch, that the Decreaſe from the Year 
1711 to the Year 1714, was 162,983 Stones; which it is more than probable: 


found its Way into France. And from theſe Abſtracts it appears, that the. 


Difference between the Total of Wool and Yarn, exported in the Year 
F703, and 1729, is 267,214. Stones. So that upon the whole, we may con- 
clude, that (which was before obſerved) as the Trade of England increaſed, 
and our Imports of Wool from Treland grew greater, in Proportion as the 
People of Ireland improved in their coarſe Manufactures ; ſo we have di- 
miniſhed in our n of Wool from Ireland, and la am afraid in our Ma- 

nuſactures 
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nufactures at home, and our foreign Trade + alſo, in a very ſtrong Degree, 


ever ſince we deſtroyed the Woolen Manufactures of Ireland, So true is it, 
that England, can never fall into Meaſures for unreaſonably cramping the 
Induſtry of the People of Ireland, without doing herſelf the greateſt Pre- 
judice. | | 

11. The Duty, and extraordinary Charges, attending the legal Exporta- 
tion of Wool from Ireland, amounted, in all, to about 2s. 44. per Stone. 
And as the Price of Wool in the Farmers Hands in Ireland, by a Medi- 
um, from the Year 1703 to 1729, did not exceed 65s. 6 d. per Stone, the 
ſaving of 2s. 44. a Stone, Duty, amounted it, I may ſo call it, to a Pre- 
mium of 36 per Cent. on clandeſtine Exportation, which with other Encou- 
ragements in the Countries to which they carried the Wool, was an In- 
citement to, and Compenſation for the Riſks run. 

12. A due Conſideration of this Matter prevailed with his Majeſty to 
paſs an Act, the laſt Seſſion of Parliament in Jreland, whereby the Duty 
on Wool exported from that Kingdom to England, was taken off. Thus 
the clandeſtine Trader is deprived of Part of the Advantages he had over 
the Fair-Dealer. And when more Ports are opened in Ireland and England 
for exporting and importing Wool, it is evident, the Fair-Dealer will be 
put on a more equal Foot of Trade than formerly ; and this will of Courſe 
prove a great Obſtruction to the running of Wool from Ireland. 

13. The next Article that requires our Attention, is the Woolen Yarn 
* imported from Ireland, This Produce of the Labour of the Poor of that 
Country, has always been found uſeful to us in carrying on our Manu- 
factures. Yet, I know not by what Policy, it has been charged with 
Duties, both on the Exportation from Ireland, and Importation to England. 
But the Duty payable in Ire/and, was releaſed by the fame Act which took 


off the Duty of Wool. However, Yarn imported from Ireland is till lia- 


ble to a Duty here, which with the Charge of Licenſe +, and the Incon- 
venience of a few Ports for Exportation and Importation, amounts to 


+ This is a Matter which the Clothier was only afraid of, would not ſay certainly. And 
whoever looks into the Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts (ſuch as have by any Means come to Light) 
of the Woolen Exports from E gland, in, and ſince the Year 1699, will either think him very 
ignorant on that Head, or ſtrongly inclined to impoſe upon his Readers. | 

* Now we come to the main Point at which this Writer is driving, viz. to get the Duty 
taken off from [1riſþ Yarn. All he has ſaid before, is but a Parentheſis to this. 

+ © We pay for a Licenſe * * with the Fees) to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, for 
every Thouſand'great Stones of Wool, exported to England, about Twenty-three Pounds.” 

A S:heme to prevent the running of Iriſh Wools to France. By a Merchant, 1745. (p. 40.) 


25. 


Chap. 126. MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. EE i 

25. 7d. a Stone, of 18 Pound; ſo that each Pack of Yarn weighing 20 11 
Pound, is liable to a Charge of 1 . 15s. 6d. which amounts to about 18 0 
per Cent. ſo that we ought not to hefitate at cafing our Trade from this 4 
Burthen. Our own Intereſt calls upon us ſo to do; and the Policy of 
France (who finding now that the Duty on Wool exported from Ireland to 
England is taken off, ſhe cannot get raw Wool as formerly, admits the 
the Importation. of Yarn, which before the would not receive) makes it 
abſolutely neceflary we ſhould give this Eaſe to the Importation of 1ri/þ 
Yarn, in order to prevent our Rivals from reaping the Benefit, which is to 
be made of the Wool and Labour of the Poor of Ireland. 

14. But it is objected, that, as, by falling into theſe Courſes, larger 
Quantities of Wool will be imported from Ireland than formerly; fo the 
Price of that Commodity will be thereby lowered amongft us, and conſe- 

quently the Value of our Land abated. And that by admitting 1r:/þ 
Yarn Duty free, we ſhall deprive the Poor of a great Means of their 
Subſiſtence. Theſe, it muſt be confeſſed, are popular ObjeQions, and 
apt to take with Men who conſider this Matter ſuperficially ; but when 
they are duly weighed, they will be found out altogether groundleſs. 
Nay, it will appear, that encouraging our Manufactures in theſe Particu- 
lars, muſt, on the contrary, raiſe the Price of our Wool, and give fuller 
Employment to our Poor. | | | 

15. To make this appear, it is neceſſary to obſerve , that every Stone 
of Wool clandeſtinely exported from Ireland, enables our Rivals in the. 
Woolen Trade, to work up two Stones more of their coarſe hairy Wool, 
into a Manufacture, which ſupplants us in foreign Markets. Conſequent- 
ly, if there are 200,000 Stones of Wool clandeſtinely exported from Ve- | 
land, then it follows, that we loſe by that pernicious Trade, not only the 1 
Benefit of manufacturing thoſe 200,000 Stones of Ir;/þ Wool, and the con- | | | 
ſequential Profits thereon, but our Farmers, a Demand'for 400,000 Stones IP _— | 
more; and our Manufacturers are deprived of Employment in working up 
this Quantity of Wool alſo. And thus it is, that the clandeſtine Exporta- 
tion of Wool has always lowered the Value + of Eng/iþ Wool, by de- 


ſtroying 


Page 17, 


To believe, what is credible as Tranſubſtantiation. ; 
+ If the Caſe was really ſo, as thus commonly repreſented, touching the Mixture of Englif or 
Iriſh Wools with foreign, methinks it might not be difficult (and which would carry more Con- | 25 | 1x 
viction along with it) not only to inſtance in what Sort of Goods this Mixture is uſed, but alſo to ; 1 
explain after what manner it is performed. Py | | 
bl 
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» See Ch. 105 Countries. And as the Article of Spinning, is an inconfiderable, Part of 
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"Remark 


within the Space of Thirty, proceeds to make his own Uſe thereof ; and whereon ' 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, fc. Chap. 126. 


ſtroying our Trade, robbing our Poor of Employment, and depriving our 
Farmers of a Demand for double the Quantity of Wool run, and transfer- 
ring all theſe Benefits to other Countries. If therefore we can prevent 
this deſtructive Trade, and thereby bring the Wool of Ireland, ſuppoſe 
200,000 Stones more than formerly, into England; it is evident, that tho? 
this increaſes the Quantity of Wool in England, yet as it reſtores to us a 
more extended Trade, and a Demand for Manufactures to be made, not 
only by theſe 200,000 Stones, but alſo by 400,000 Stones more of our Wool, 
it muſt raiſe, inſtead of lowering the Price of Wool in England. 

16, As to the Objection, that the admitting of 1ri/þ Yarn, Duty-Free, 
will deprive the Poor of Employment, the contrary will appear, on a full 
Examination of this Queſtion. Experience hath taught us, that our 
Neighbours daily encroach on this Branch of our Trade. But if we pre- 
vent their getting the Wool or Yarn of Ireland, we ſhall ſoon recover our 
Commerce *, to the general Advantage of England. And as thereby we 
ſhall have Occaſion for many more Hands in every Branch of this Manu- 
facture; ſo it is neceſſary we ſhould employ the Poor of Ireland in Spinning 
their Wool, which was formerly carried out' of that Kingdom into other 


the Woolen Manufacture, when compared with the other valuable Trades 
it employs, we ought in Prudence to diſcharge the Duties which were 
formerly laid on the Importation of Yarn from Treland, For thus it ap- 
pears, that the Importation of large Quantities of Wool and Yarn from 
Ireland, inſtead of lowering the Price of Wool, and depriving our Poor of 
Employment, will have quite contrary Effects. ( 

17. P. S. This Author, having given us (F. 10.) the Imports of Wool and 
Yarn to England from Ireland, in three ſeveral Periods, of four Years each, 


I defire alſo to offer ſome Remarks; having firſt ſubjoined the following further 


Or, if Perſons, rather than ſhut their Eyes, to have this Notion crammed into them, would 
conſult their Reaſon and their Senſes, they would conſider whether Engliſb and Iriſh Wool can 
8 to foreign (in crder to the producing of good Manufacture) what Lapis Calaminaris is to 

opper, for the making of Braſs; whether it is, as Varniſh to common Paint, or capable of 
being uſed in the Loom, as Ebony and fine Woods are, for Finiere, in Cabinet Work. In 
ſhort, whether there is a natural Poſſibility of ſo mixing finer and coarſer Wools, as that the 
coarſe ſhall not take as much from the fine, as the fine can poſſibly add to the coarſe; and 
wkether in Manufacture, from mixed Wools, the Quality of the Cloth or Stuff will not moſt 
reſemble the Quality of that Wool whereof it contains the greateſt Quantity. 

This, upon the Suppoſition of what is by no means true, viz, that Wool and Yarn is 
not to be had elſewhere, (See Chap. 105. F. 12, 14.) | 

| Cuſtom- 
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Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts, wherewith My. Dobbs has | obliged the Public * 
bis Eſſay on the Trade and Improvement of Ireland, printed at Dublin, | . 
1729. 

18. The Medium * of the Importation of Wool Py Yarn from Ireland to * ” Boy &c. 


England, for 8 Tears, fo Lady-day, 172 8, was, each Year, 227,049 Dutt, , "3 


Stones. p.76. 
19. Ti he Value of the whole Exports from Treland fo England were, 


1. 8 & 
In the Year 1720 363,529 10 5 Page 53. 
1721 440, 904 17 6 et 
l 544,02 7 8 
3 $544431 1 4 j 
1724 476,632 14 © | 'x 
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20. The Value of the Produce of Sheep exported from Ireland. Rag 


J. * + ü | R 
In the Year 1720 89,401 10 © Page 17, | 4 
1721 235,196 11, 14 | | 3 


1722 102,470 3 4 
1723 187,284 3 4 
1724 132,148 19 1+ 5 [4 
1725 95-730 - r 5 | iy 
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21. Obſerve . a great Exceeding in the whole Exports f Ireland to 1 19. | | i 


England, from 1721 to 1724 incluſive, and the like! in the Value of | the ex- 2. 41 
ported Produce of Sheep particularly, from Ireland; and that in both: In- f. 19, 20, 4 
ances, ſuch Exceeding roſe higheſt in the Year 1723. Now, the exported OS * ., _ 
Produce of Sheep from Ireland {ſo far as that is legal, and, as ſuch, can SS | 


appear at the Cuſtom-Houſe) is chiefly Wool and Yarn ſent to England. 
So that bere is plainly an exceſſive Importation of Iriſh Wool and Yarn to 
England, from 1721 f 1724 incluſive; and that Exceſs was greateſt in the . 
Year 1723. And this (we ſhall fee ) is to be accounted for, from the Incident Shad F 34 
of the Plague at Marſeilles, which firſt broke out in June 1720. | It \ | 


dC. 6. 
22, But bahay our Clothier, the Author of this Tract, has ſaid that g. 3 
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fron his Account * it a that the Imports of Wool from Ireland, had 

gradually decreaſed from the Year 1703 to 1729;* and thence. infers 
(rightly enough) that what did not, as uſual, come to England, probably 
found its Way into France: 1 obſerve that the gradual Da” by bin 
alledged, does not fo plainly appear, from his Account, neither in Truth 


was jt altogether, and conſtantly, the ſame as Hz bas repreſented it. 

23. For 1ſt, there is in bis. Accounts e, one particular Chaſm, larger than 
the reſt, viz, eleven Years together omitted; not (1 apprehend) without De- 
ſign; namely from 1715 to. 1725 incluſive. And we have ſeen a Cuſtom- 
0 Houſe Account in this Caſe, for one of thoſe Years (1722, i. e. one Year end. 
„ 2. ing Midſummer 17234) by which it appears, that of Wool and Yarn, in that 
Year, wwas imported from Ireland. to England, 271,291 Stones; which ex- 
C. 10, ceeds the Medium of the Years 1713, 1714 *, by 48,432 Stones, Moreover, 
(B) 1713 Mr. Dobbs (F. 18.) having given t Medium of thoſe Importations from Ire- 
„% Jand (fromthe Cuſtom-Houſe Books there) for eight years, to Lady-day, 

1728, the ſame appears to be 227,049 Stones; whith fill exceeds the Medium 
of 1713, 1714, by 4, 190 Stones. Theſe, indeed, do all exceed the Medium, 
4. 10.40 from 1720 to 1729, incluſive. And ſo far it is true, that there bas been a 
Decreaſe; yet not ſo conſtantly gradual, but that theſe Imports have been alſo 
deſultory, and ſometimes vaſtly exceeding, not only the Medium of the eight 
Years, to Lady-day 1728, but poſſibly, the Medium F the whole Period, from 


* SceCh.'126 


455 78 1711 70 17148 incluſive; as may be thus made out. 

W "” 24. The Medium, for eight Years, to Lady-day 1728, was (as above ob- 
ſerved) 227,049 Stones ; which Quantity multiplied by eigbt, produces 1,816,392. 
Stones, That is, ſo much was the whole Quantity imported from Ire- 
land 7 England, in erght Years, to Won" 1728; . in bone, i. e. 
one Year, ending Midſummer. i 

Cb. 124. | 1723 271,291 3 1 

Mo 126. uh £2 1720 OR, 138,632 | 

. 10 (C0) 1727 230,229; 
Total in theſe 3 Years $40,152 Stones- 


Which dedufted from the whole a — 

(for eight Years) there remains, for the 
other five Years | 

Which divided by five, is, — 


1 $ 16,392 Stones. 


1,276,240 Stones . 
255,248 Stones 


for each of the remaining Years, viz. 1720, 1721, 1723, 1724, 1725; 
J | 


25. But 
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25. But the Year 1722 (i. e. ending Midſummer 1723,) being 271,291 
Stones, it exceeds ſuch Medium of 2 5 5,248, by 26, 43 Stones, as the ſaid Med- 
um of 255,249, exceeds the Year 1927 (which was but 130, 229) by i Ch. 125. 
125,019 Stones.) 2 (C) 
26. Now, there being, as has been ſaid, and as we are ready to allow in th. ; 
main, a gradual Decreaſe (tho' not ſo conſtantly regular as has been alledg- 
ed) from 1703 to 1729: In order to find out what was the probable Quantity 
in 1724 and 1725, two of the five Years in Queſtion; ſuppoſe we take them at 
the Medium of the Year ending, Midſummer 1723 (which was 271,291 | 
Stones) and the Year 1729 (which was 130,521 * Stones) in the whole, for 30. . (00 
the Years 1724, 1725, 401, 8 12 Stones. Deducting then 401,812, the e: 1729. 
tity thus given for the two Years (1724, 1725,) from 1276,240 the whole 
Quantity of the five Years, 1720, 1721, 1723, 1724, 1725, and there will 
remain 874-425 for 1720, 1721, and 1723. Which 874,428 Stones, for 
three Years, is 291,476 Stones, for each of thoſe Years, upon a Medium; as, 
which exceeds the Medium of the whole Peritd , from 1711.0 1714. incluſooe, | 5 _ 28 | 
by a Medium of 7081 Stones, 
27. But then, it appearing ,, that both the 5 Exports from Ireland 7 hs ": Po 
England, and the Value of the Produce of Sheep Particular, exported rom 
Ireland, in the Year 1723, did vaſtly exceed the ſame in the Year 1720, or 
even in 1921; and (which is moſt to be obſerved) it appearing alſo that 
the Value of the exported Produce of Sheep from Ireland, was more than twice 
as much in 1723, 4s in 1720.—Hence it follows , that the Importation of » See . 21. 
Woor. and Y aux from Ireland to England, was more than double, in 1723. 


to what it Was in 1720. 


28. Allowing therefore twice 291 486 3 (the Medium, for one Year | 
of the ſuppoſed Total for three Years *) to two of them,” 1720, 1723, (which'S 26 
is 582,972 Stones) and of that, allotling two Thirds to 1723, for the Reaſon a 
already g iuen; and thus we babe, an that ane Tear (1723) imported from Ire- 1 27- | 
3Jand to England, 388,648 Stones of Wool and Yarn ; which iwmore than the 3 C. 10. (A) 
Medium of * 1700-3 by 27,157 Stones; more than in 1698*; and (of all 2 d- 
Accounts wwe have ſeen) only leſs than in the | fingle Year 1703 5 which 7, "qa (4) 


397,735 Stones ) viz. more | than we haue bitherto ſuppoſed for the Year 172 2, 


by go87 Stones. 


29. But if, Leides that the Value of the exported Produce of Sheep from Ire- 


land (i. e. of Wool and Yarn, from thence to England) was more than dou- 
F 2 N 


t F. 21. 


u Sce §. 20. 


» Tee Ch. 142. 
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ble, in 172 3, to cohat it was in 1720, we add this further Conſideration, that 
the Exceedings in that Reſpect, of the Year 1723, were to thoſe of 1721, as 
* 187,284/. to 135, 796 l. viz. a Difference of no leſs than 51,4881. chiefly: in 
Wool and Yarn, (as before obſerved) And if conſequently we abate, in the 
Tear 1721, what may reaſonably be accounted of) on the Score of that Diffe- 
rence )from the 291,476 Stones (the Quantity allotted oma Medium to that Tear) 
and, of ſuch Abatement, add ſo much as is reaſonable, to 388,648 Stones, the 
Quantity already aſſigned (in this Computation) to the Year 1723 (as being, more 
than deuble to the Year 1720.) Here is then, tho' not a clear Demonſtration, 
yet a very firong Preſumption, that the Quantity of Wool and Yarn imported 
from Ireland to England, in the Circle of 12 Months, commencing or ending 
ome Time in the Year 1723, did exceed 400, ooo Stones. A Sign that-Ire- 
LAND does in Reality produce More Wool, and has Mok of that Pro- 


No. 1.4. 1. duce to ſpare, than ſome. (we ſhall find) are willing to acknowledge. 
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30. And this zs to be urged, in Abatement of what Mr. Dobbs particularly 
bath ſuggeſted y, © that the Decreaſe in the uſual Imports, of Joo! and 
* Yarn, from Ireland to England, of late Years, is an Indication that the 
© Stock of Sheep in that Kingdom, and conſequently the whole Quantity of 
* Weil grown there, has been for ſome Time decreaſing.” Whereas, I 
think, we are rather to impute ſuch Decreaſe to a growing Exceſs (as one 
Cauſe) of Wool tranſported thence to FRance and other foreign Parts; and 
(as another) 7 an Increaſe, at the ſame Time, of the Woolen Manufacture in 
Ireland, both for home Uſe, and for clandeſtine Exportation * __. 

31. Further, the extraordinary Importations of Iriſh Wool and Yarn to Eng- 
land from 1721 to 1724 incluſive, is to be noted, as one Cauſe why the Price 
of Engliſh Wool in England, fell, as we ſhall ſee «-it did, in that Period, not- 
withſlanding an Increaſe in the Engliſh Woolen Exportation Trade, and con- 
trary to what this Clothier has taught (F. 13.—16, and more particularly 
L. 14,) viz. That a larger Importation of Woot and Yarn from Ireland, is 
a Means to raiſe the PxiE of ous Woor.' - Which, though it be not true, 
yet is it granting, tacitly at leaſt (what Dr: Davenant v and ſome others, 
have occaſionally and publickly denied, with great Aſſurance) viz, that 
© it is the Benefit and Intereſt of EN LAN D/ in general, that our Wool. 
* ſhould bear a good Price in our Markets at hom. 


<< 
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C HA P. CXXVII | 
Report from the Commiſſioners of Trade 70 the Lords, 173 I-2. 
P. 8. Alſo from the ſame to the Commons, 1732. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 


| 
7, H IS Majeſty having been pleaſed, in Conſequence of your Lord- 


4 


ſhips Addreſs, of the 6th of May laſt, to direct the Commiſſioners | 


for Trade and Plantations, to. receive all ſuch Propoſals as ſhould be laid be- 
fore them, for preventing the pernicious Practice of running Wool from 
England and Ireland, and to conſider of, and to propoſe proper Methods for 
preventing the ſame for the future, to be laid before your Lordſhips in this 
Seſſion of Parliament : We did thereupon give. publick Notice in the Ga- 
zette of the 12th of June laſt, that we were ready to receive any Propoſals 
which ſhould. be made to us on this Head, from all Perſons whatſoever. 


2. Since the Publication of this Advertiſement, which was often repeated 


in the Gazette and other publick Papers, we have been attended by ſeveral 


Perſons, and many Schemes have been tranſmitted to us from different Parts - 


of this Kingdom, and from Ireland ; containing various Propoſals upon this 
Subjet; ſome of which are come but very lately to our Hands ; and it has 
been with great Satisfaction, that we have obſerved the Zeal with which fo 
many Perſons have applied themſelves to conſider of proper Methods, for 
putting a Stop to a Practice ſo very pernicious to the trading Intereſt of 
their Country. | | 
3. Thoſe who ſeem to have moſt maturely conſidered this Matter, con- 
cur in Opinion, that nothing can put ſo effectual a Stop to this Evil,'as the 
finding out ſome certain Method of knowing the whole Quantity of Wool 
that may be in. the Kingdom, whether in Warehouſes or on the Sheeps 
Back, and. tracing it through the Hands of the Wool-Stapler, and all the 
Traders who deal in this Commodity, ill it ſhall be finally wrought up by 
the Manufacturer. 


4. In order to this, it has been propoſed, that Warehouſes ſhould be 


* at the publick Expence, in ſuch Counties of England und Ireland, 
where conſiderable Numbers of Sheep may be ſed, or where the Woolen 


of 


Manufacture may be carried on in any great Extent, into which the Wool 
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ther, in Proportion to the Demand there may be for it among the Manufac- 
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of che two Kingdoms mould be brought within a certain Number of Days 
after it is ſhorn, in order to be afterwards tranſported, under proper Regula- 
tions, from Ireland to England, and from one County of England to ano- 


turers. 
5. Others have propoſed, that general Regiſters ſhould be eſtabliſhed in 
England and Ireland, for entering the exact Number of Sheep and Lambs, 
with the yearly Quantity of Wool ſhorn from them, or pulledgfrom the 
Skins, together with the Names of all ſuch as deal in the Commodity. 
6. In Addition to the Propoſition for public Warehouſes, it has been of- 
fered by another Hand, that all the Wool produced in this Kingdom, ſhould 
be bought in the King's Name at certain Prices, to be aſcertained at a Me- 
dium, upon the different Growths of Wool, for ſo many Years paſt, and 
that the Product of the firſt Year's Growth, and the Value of the Stock in 
Hand, ſhould be paid for by a ſmall Land-Tax, of three * Pence qr fix 
Pence in the Pound ; by which Means, the Growers would receive ready 
Money for their Wool, which would be very beneficial both to Landlords 
and Tenants. But if this ſhould be thought impracticable, it is further pro- 
poſed by the ſame Perſon, that Payment for the Wool may be poſtponed, 
till it be ſold in Part, or in the Whole, or that the Growers ſhould be left at 
Liberty to ſell it themſelves to the Manufacturers, provided they deliver it to 
the Storekeeper, under proper Regulations. 
7. Many of the Propoſers concur in Opinion, that the beſt Method of 
preſerving an exact Knowledge of the Wool in its Progreſſion, from the 
firſt Growers to the Manufacturer, will be to put it under the Inſpection of 
the Officers of Exciſe; and) different Methods have been ſuggeſted for put- 
ting this Propoſal in Execution. 
8. It has been ſaid under the ſame Head, That all Dealers in Wool may 

be obliged to enter the Warehouſes and Store- rooms, wherein they keep 
| their Commodities, with the Exciſe o Officer of their Diviſion ; into which 
| the Officer ſhall have free Admiſſion at any Time, and no Wool ſhould be 
brought into the Warehouſe, before Notice given of it to the Exciſe Of- 
tice, under a certain Penalty. 


A 


1 The preſent Land Tax, when 4 5. (as it is commonly called) in the Pound, dees not raiſe 
two Millions in England and Yaſes, a But the Wocl of Encland and I ales was long ſince eſti- 
mated at full two Millions yearly, | 

9, That 
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9. That every Owner of Sheep ſhall give Notice when he intends to 
ſhear his Flock, that the Officer may be preſent,' to take an Account of the 
Number of Sheep, and Weight of Wool ſhorn, and that every Felmonger 
may be obliged to inform the Officer of that Diviſion of the Weight of the 
Wool which he ſhall pull from Skins, and in general, that all Dealers in 
Wool ſhall be obliged to give an Account to their Exciſe Officer of all the 
Wool in their Poſſeſſion ; that no Wool ſhall be removed from Warehouſes 
ſo entered, excepr by Virtue of a Permit from the Exciſe Officer, to be re- 
newed as often as the Wool ſhall paſs from one Dealer to mo till it 
comes to the Hands of the Manufacturer. 

10, It has been likewiſe ſuggeſted, that the Exciſe Officer may take a 
Bond from the firſt Buyer, whereby he ſhall oblige himſelf to manufacture 
the Wool he buys ; but if the Purchaſer be not a Manuſacturer, that then 
Notice ſhould be given to the Officer of the Diviſion, whenever the Wool 
ſhould be re-ſold, either in the Whole, or in Part, and freſh Bonds be given 
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by the Buyers, till the ſame ſhall be finally manufactured; and ſome have 4 


thought that for the better Security of this Matter, the Manufacturer ſhould 
be obliged to make Oath, that he will manufacture the Wool he buys. 
11. Without Doubt, the keeping Sight of the Wool, from the Time it 
is ſhorn, till it is brought into the Hand of the laſt Manufacturer, might 
greatly contribute to the putting a Stop to the running of Wool. But all 
the foregoing - Propoſals would probably be attended with a Multiplicity of Ac- 
counts, beſides other. Difficulties, and great Fxperice, We would therefore 
humbly offer ſome other Methods to your Lordſhips, which ſeem liable to 
fewer Difficulties, but may nevertheleſs be very conducive to the Cure of 2 
this Grievance. v | 
12. With regard to Great Britain, 1 we wed propoſe, That the Law now o See 9, 10 
in Force in Kent and Suſſex, intitled, An Act, &c ©. may be extended to- all W. BB 
Parts of the Kingdom within ten Miles of the Sea Coaſts. c + Chap. 78. 
13. That no Wool be brought or imported from Ireland into this King- Þ 5: 
dom, or Coaſt-wiſe in England, except in. Veſſels regiſtered * and appointed 4 Le oy 
ſolely for that Purpoſe ; and that all Wool ſhipped on Board any other Veſ- 0. Il, 
ſel, ſhall be liable to Seizure, by the Captains of his Mijeſty's Ships of ( (Chap 142 
War, by the Commanders of the Regiſter Ships, and Cuſtom-Houſe Of. F. 5) 
ficers, and Exciſe Officers, and by all other Perſons duely authorized; and 
that Officers be a en to put the Laws in Execution againſt the running 


of 


- 
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of Wool, with ample Encouragement to the Informers, eaſily to be reco- 
vered, and proportionable Penalties laid on Offenders. e 

14. But as every Thing that may be propoſed for the Cure of this 
þ | Evil in Great Britain only, would be far from anfwering the Deſign 
1 upon the whole, unleſs proper Methods ſhould at the ſame Time be 
ii found to prevent the Exportation of Wool, and of Woolen Manufactures 
| | from Ireland to foreign Parts; ſo many of the ſame Perſons who have con- 
Ti | ſidered this Matter, with reſpect to Great Britain, have alſo extended their 
Thoughts to Ireland. 

15. And ſome of them have propoſed to apply the foregoing Expedient 
11 of Country Ware-houſes, general Regiſters, and the Inſpection of the Cuſ- 
_ tom-Houſe Officers, as proper to be put in Practice in Ireland ; with this 
W || Addition, that certain Staple Towns ſhould be appointed in that Kingdom, 
| for the Reception of Wool grown there. 
| | 16. But we are of Opinion, That the moſt likely Means, and moſt attain- 
C able for theſe Purpoſes, would be abſolutely to prohibit the ſhipping of 

| Wool in Ireland, except in Ships and Veſſels appointed for that Service only; 
and no Wool Licenſes ſhould be granted for ſhipping of Wool aboard any 


Chap. 127. 


| . | other Veſſel. 

it 17, That the explanatory Clauſe contained in an Act paſſed in the 1170 
| 1 Se (Chap. and 12th of his late Majeſty King William,“ (whereby Leave was given to 
| | | ng vs. every Mariner, or Paſſenger on Board the Ship, to furniſh himſelf with the 
vt 12 U Ill. Woolen Manufacture of Jreland, to the Amount of 405.) may be repealed ; 
ö | ( (Chap. WM \ fince it is highly probable, that under this Pretence, the Woolen Manufac- 
q N 31 S. tures of Ireland firſt found their Way to foreign Markets in large Quantities. 
4 18. That the Captains of Engliſʒh Men of War, and Sloops, as well as 


15 the Commanders of the Regiſter Ships, and all Officers of his Majeſty's 
1 Cuſtoms and Exciſe, may be inveſted with full Power and Authority, to 
| ſeize all Ty Wooten Goods, which they ſhall find in any Ship or Veſſel 
HM whatſoever, and all Wool which ſha'l be found on Board of * other but 
1 the ſaid Regiſter Veſſels. 

19. And theſe Proviſions are the more e 3 we 1 been 
. credibly informed, that of late Years, Britiſb Merchants have given no ſmall 
\ il | Encouragement to the Yi Woolen Manufactures, by buying up and ex- 
1 porting great Quantities from that Kingdom, on their own Accounts, to fo- 
$ reign Parts. 


20. And 
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20. And provided an effectual Stop could be put to the e of 
Trib Woolen Manufactures, and of Iri/þ Wool to foreign Parts, we ſhould 
conceive that it would be highly for the Benefit of Great Britain, n and 
without Duties, to admit the Importation of their Varn. 

21. And, in order to make this Benefit more extenſive, we . beg 
Leave to ſubmit to your Lordſhips Conſideration, whether it may not be 
proper to open all Ports of Ireland and England, for the Exportation and 
Importation of Iriſo Wool and Yarn, but more particularly the Ports of 
Galway and London ; for we are informed that great Quantities of the beſt 


Wool in Ireland, are produced within thirty Miles round that Town of 


Galway, which is above 100 Miles diſtant from any Sea Port now open for 
the Exportation of Wool from that Kingdom ; ſo that the Land Carriage 
in Ireland creates an Addition of about ſix per Cent. upon the prime Coſt of 
the Wool, before it comes to any of the Ports from whence it can be ſent 


to England, as the Law now ſtands; and in the ſame Manner, the Charges 


of carrying a Pack of J1riſh Yarn from the Port of Briſtol to Colcheſter, or 
Norwich, has been computed to be no leſs than 5 per Cent. at a Medium, 
upon the prime Coſt of the Yarn ; and the Charge of carrying a Pack of 
Iriſþ Wool between thoſe Places, is computed at near 15 per Cent. upon the 
prime Coſt of the Wool; which being impartially conſidered, we conceive 
it will appear unreaſonable to your Lordſhips, that the Manufacturers in one 
Part of the Kingdom, ſhould remain under the Neceflity of working up 
the 1r:/þ Wool and Yarn, near 10 per Cent dearer than others: A Difficulty 
that would be entirely removed, by opening the Port of London, which lies 
conveniently for ſupplying the Manufactures of Effex, and the adjacent 
Counties. 

22. Theſe are the principal Matters that bave occurred to us upon this 
Enquiry ; to which we would beg Leave to add, that thoſe Proviſions as 


ſhall be approved of, and more particularly what relates to the Regiſter 


Ships, may be extended to the les of Man, Guernſey, Jerfe , Alderney, and 
Sark. 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to your Lordſhips great Wiſdom. 


Weſtmereland, M. Bladen. 
F pany P. Balninue Orl, Bridgeman, 
. tg, T. Pelham, Ar. Croft, 
1731-2. Eddie. Aſhe, James Brude nell. 


Vor. II. „ | . & 


— 


49 


of 
t 
4 
= 
* 
4 
: 
\ 


. 
FF & r 
4 * — "0 * : 8 Ls 2 - 2 


— ——_ 


» cow 
— > 
__ +-- » wolf 


"ts OE OT 
- 


50 MEMOIRS or WOOL, S. Chap. 127. 
P. 8. An additional Af for . the Encouragement of the Woolen Manufac- 
tures of this Kingdom, by the more effeftual preventing the unlawful Exporta- 


tion of the Woolen Manufactures of the Kingdom of Ireland, 7o foreign 
Parts +. 5 Geo. 2. c. 21. 
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Extract of a Report from the Commiſſioners of Trade, touching the Manu- 
fafures of the Britiſh Colonies, to the Houſe of Commons, 1732. 
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| A State, 23. We beg Leave to acquaint this Houſe, that, purſuant to an Order of 
joe = the Committee of Council, this Board did on the 5th Day of. December 
hr ran 1728, make a very particular Enquiry into the State of the Plantations at 
ſ 13 Grit that Time, with reſpect to Silk, Linen, and Woolen Manufactures eſta- 
| P.a1iatioms. bliſhed there; and having then diſcourſed with many Perſons who had ei- 
| | ther been Governors of ſome of the Colonies, or were by other Means well 
i acquainted with their Circumſtances, it appeared to this Board, and we did 
accordingly repreſent, 
24. That in the Colonies of New England, New York, Connecticut, Rhode 
S Chap. 120. Hand, Penſylvania, and in the County of Somerſet in Maryland, the Peo- 
9.28. Nete. ple had fallen into the Manufacture of Wovlen and Linen Cloth for the Uſe 
of their own Families ; but we could not learn they had ever made any for 
Sale in thoſe Colonies, except in a ſmall Indian Town in Penhylvania, where 

ſome Palatines had been lately ſettled. | 
25. The Reaſons why theſe People had begun this Manufacture, were, 


1. That the Product of thoſe Colonies being chiefly Stock and Grain, the 


3 — —— —_——_ - , c—— 


vt | Eſtates of the Inhabitants depended wholly upon farming ; and as this could 
5 not be carried on without a certain Quantity of Suze, their Wool would 
i be entirely loſt, were not their Servants employed at leiſure Fimes of the 


5 Year, but chiefly during Winter, in manufacturing it for the Uſe of their 


but were not authorized to ſeize ſuch Ships, &c. as were exporting Molen Manufacture from 
Trel1ni to foreign Parts. And therefore the Admiralty. is empowered to appoint three Ships, | 
an! eight or mie armed Sloops, to cruize on the Coaſts of Great Britain and Ireland, with FE 
Power to ſeize Veſſels having Moolen Munifactures on Board, from Ireland, for foreign Parts. H 
And whereas by a Clauſe of a former Ac: f, Mariners and Paſſengers were allowed to have 
VWoolen Goods on Board, for their own Uſe, to the Value of 40s. each; under Pretence of 
which Exemption, great Quantities have been exported. Therefore the ſaid Clauſe is repealed.” 


Bk Families. That theſe Settlements had no Opportunities of a Market 33 
y 1 | : / 5 
4 ih 1 8 + © By 10, 11 N,. III. c. 10. © certain Ships and Sloops ſtationed on the Coaſts of _ A 
Bt "ag 2 3, and Irc/ard, had Orders to take and ſeize, Ic. Ships, Fc. exporting any Wool to foreign Parts, "34 
'1 . f© 2 
5 

5 


f 11, 12 J. 
HI. e. 13. 
See Ch. 87. 
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for their own Uſe, they had the more Time to manufacture both Wool 
and Flax for the Service of their Families, and ſeemed to be under a great 
Neceflity of doing it. 8 

26. Upon a farther Renee into this Matter, we do not find _—_ thoſe 


the Time that the Bounty on Naval Stores ſubſiſted. That the Height of 
Wages, and great Price of Labour, made it impracticable for the People 
there to manufacture Woolen Cloth at leſs than 50 per Cent. dearer than that 
which is exported from hence for Sale. 

27. But ſeveral Alterations have happened fince that Tine; ad we find 
Trades catried on, and Manufactures ſet up there, cetrumental to the Trade, 
Navigation and Manufacture of Great Britain. 

29. Colonel Shute, Governor of the Maſſachuſet's Bay, informed us, that 
in ſome Parts of this Province, the Inhabitants worked up their Wool and 


Merchants could afford n was imported, cheaper than what was made i in 
that Country. 

29. Colonel Hart, formerly Governor of Marvland, who. lived many 
Years in the Neighbourhood of this Government ( Penf\ivania ) iniorms us, 
that their chief Trade lay in the Exportation of Proviſions and Lumber ; 
having no Manufactures eſtabliſhed, | | 

2. The Country People who uſed formerly to make moſt of their Cloæh- 
ing out of their own Woor,, do not now make a third Part of what they wear. 


common Lands on which the Sheep ufed to feed, being now divided into 
particular Properties; and their Exportation being Naval Stores, Lum- 
ber +, Fiſh, &c. 


us, there is yearly imported a very large Quantity of the Woolen Manufac- 


* And a divide Inducement to the je Sepdltning of their Lands with Sheep, to the Increaſe of 
the Produce, Wook. 


+ But Query, whether, reducing common Land into Severalties, is any where a Means of le 
ſ-?ning the Number of Sheep ? and whether Wool may not probably M exported hence, clan» 
6eltinely, to the Streights, c. in what is called the Lumber Trade? 


G 2 1 


for Grain, and therefore as they did not raiſe more Corn than was 3 


People had the ſame Temptation to go on with thoſe Manufactures, during 


Fr Ax, and made an ordinary coarſe Cloth for their own Uſe, but that the 


30. Mr. Belcher, Governor of New Hampſhire, informs us, that the 
Woolen Manufacture of that Province was much leſs than formerly. the 


31. Mr. Rip Van Dam, Preſident of the Council of New York acquaints | 


ture of a Kingdom, which they could not pay for, and ſhould be reduced 
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Page 5. 


Page 16. 


/ 


prejudicial to the Trade and Manufactures of Great Britain, particularly in 


MEMOTRS oy WOOL, Ke.” Chap. 128, 


to the Neceflity of making, themſelves, if they were prohibited from re- 
ceiving from the foreign e Colonies, in Return for ee 
Wool, &c. - 

32. Major Gordin, Deputy Governor of e ein us, that they 
do not export any Woolen or Linen Manufactures; all they make (which 
are of the coarſe Sort) being for the Uſe of themſelves and Families. 

33. By ſome Accounts we find, that the Produce of Connecticut is Tim- 
ber, Engliſb Grain, Hemp, Flax, SREEP, Cattle. 

34. There ate more Trades carried on, and Manufactures ſet up in the 
Provinces of the Continent of America, to the Northward of Virginia, 


New England, than in any other of the Br:izih Colonies ; which is not to 
be wondered at; for their Soil, Climate, and Produce, being pretty near the 
fame with ours, they have no Staple Commodities of their own Growth, to 


exchange for our Manufactures, which puts them under greater Neceflity, as 


well as greater Temptation, of providing themſelves at Home. To which: 
may be added, in the Charter Governments, the little Dependance they 


have upon their Mother Country, and conſequently the ſmall Reſtraints 
they areunderin any Matters detrimental to her Intereſt. 


'N 
C HAP. CXXVIII. 


The I, nereſt of Scotland confidered, with Regard to its Policy in 
pt the Poor, its Agriculture, Trade, M anufatture, 


c. Edinburgh 1733. 


VER ſince the Beginning of the Confufions in che Reign of 
Charles I. our Linen Manufactures have been upon the Decay; 
as N our Manufactures of Silk Goods, fine broad Cloths, and ſeveral others 


of leſs Moment, which were introduced at a great Expence, and too long 
carried on with Loſs to the Nation, have in a great Meaſure totally failed; 
till an Act of Parliament, Anno 1727, for Encouragement more particularly 
of the Linen Manufacture, gave a new Turn in Favour of the fame, It 


has 


4 
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has done us infinite Good in many Reſpects. Our Linen Trade is in ſome, 
Meaſure already retrieved. 

2, Every trading Country has ſome particular Branch of Buſineſs, which Page 16. 
depends partly on ſome particular Product of their own for Manufacture, but 
more upon their Skill and Dexterity in making their Goods. 

3. Woolen Goods are the Staple Commodity of England; in which they page 75. 
have the natural Advantage of great Quantities of - very good Wool of their 
own. But this bears no Proportion to the Skill of their Workmen, their © 
Diligence, and the great Stocks of particular Clothiers, @&c. 

4. The Wool of all the Growths of Europe, was for many Ages bought 
up and manufactured by the Inhabitants of the Netherlands. The Woolen 
Trade was firſt ſet | on Foot in England, in the Reign of Edu. III. but it co, 4. 
made ſmall Progreſs until the Reign of Phil. II. of Spain. Now, they not > 5 
only manufacture their own Wool, but alſo the Wool of Spain, and hes 
beſt Growths of other Countries, and, in great Meaſure, may juſtly be 
called the ſole Maſters of the Woolen Trade. 

5. The People of the Low Countries taught us to ſort, waſh, and dreſs Page 83. 
Wool; to ſpin it, and weave Cloth, &c, But this was not purſued to any 
Purpoſe. a 

6. From England we are ſerved with "SRP" Cloths of all Kinds, from the Page 101. 
beſt Spaniſh Wool Superfines, to the loweſt Price Torſbires, with Norwich ,, _ 
Goods of all Kinds, Sc. The firſt Article we have, to anſwer all theſe De- 
mands, conſiſts of Product, namely, our black Cattle and Sheep, and ſome of Paze 103; 
our Wool, when the Woolen Trade in England is quick. This Article can- 
not well be increaſed, unleſs our low Grounds were incloſed, and more of 
them turned into Graſs. Our chief Care then ought to be, to advance the 
Manufacture of thoſe Goods, which we ſell in England, or which comes to 


the ſame, to promote the Manufacture at Home, of ſuch as we now have 
from England. | 


102. 


7. At Kilmarnock, are made 7 our own Wool, low ME Serges. Theſe Page ros 


are partly for home Conſumption, and partly for the Markets of Holland. 
And by the Help of a little Care and Encouragement, burying Crapes, at 
leaſt thoſe of a low Price, might alſo be made there for home Conſump- 
tion. At Sterling, and its Neighbourhood, large Quantities of Serges are 
made, and ſeveral other low priced Goods. for Furniture; all for home: 
Conſumption; and rather cheaper than ſuch Goods can be purchaſed in Eng- 
land. This Buſineſs is much improven of late. At Aberdeen, and Coun- 
. tries. 
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Page 106. 


5 Ch. 91. §. 8. 
Nate. 


Page 108. 


Page 109. 


1 Ob 71. J. 
18. N. t.. 
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tries adjacent, large Quantities of our own coarſe tarred Wool are manu- 
factured into Serges, called Fingrams, and knit Stockins of all Prices. Some 
of theſe Goods are conſumed at home, ſome of them exported to Holland; 
and ſome of them ſold at London, and from thence exported to foreign Parts. 
At Edinburgh, fine Shalloons are made of our beſt Wonl, for home Con- 
ſumption, and cheaper than they can be had in England. At Muſleburgh, 
there is a conſiderable Manufacture of low priced narrow Goods, for home 
Conſumption, and Export to the Plantations.— At Galiowſhiels, are made a 
a few coarſe Kerſies. At Kirkudbright, Hawick, Monygaff, and other 
Places near the Wool Countries, ſeveral Packs of tarred Wool have been 
waſhed and cleaned, and ſome of it ſorted and combed, ſpun and wrought 
up into Blankets, and other coarſe Goods by private Hands for their own 
Uſe; all done by the Help of publick Encouragement, to advance the 
Price of Wool in thoſe Parts, but as yet to little or no Purpoſe. 

8. The Gentlemen who procured a publick Fund“ for encouraging the 
Manufacture of our coarſe Wool, ſeem to have been Strangers to the Buſt- 
neſs, when they adjected this Condition, to limit the Encouragement to 
thoſe Counties where the Wool is produced ; the Conſumption of that 
Wool can only be made by the Encouragement of its Manufacture, in thoſe 
Places already mentioned, where it now is, and where it has been carried 
cn for many Ages; for in the Wool Countries there are not Hands for 
Manufacture. All that can be propoſed there, is to clean and waſh their 
Wool, and ſend it to the Market ſorted; and in this they will fave a great 
deal of Carriage. 

9. One Branch of our Woolen Manufacture ought to be altered, and that 
is our Bed Blankets, We have always been uſed to furniſh ourſelves with 
theſe; but we ſpin them too fine, and make them after the manner of 
Kerſies; they conſume little Wool, and as they require much Manufacture, 
they become dear; and this is a Reaſon that of late, ſeveral have furniſhed 
themſelves with Eng/z/þ Blankets, 

10. As for the Manufacture of broad Cloth, that conſiſts of fo many 
Parts, that we cannot carry it on without evident Loſs. Fir/}, we have 
no ſuch Thing as a Wool-Stapler “ in the Country, which lays the Clo- 

* A very lender Reaſon this, againſt cultivating the Woolen Manufacture in Scotland; nor 
are thoſe that follow, Impediments of any more conſiderable Force l. But this Author ſeems to 
have been wholly immerſed in the Linen Trade of that Kingdom; conſequentiy, like too many 
others, will rather argue weakly, than diveſt himſelf of Partiality to his own more immediate 
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' thier under a Neceſſity to buy his Wool in the Fleece; and unleſs he works 

up all the Sorts himſelf (which no Clothier can do without great Loſs) ho 

muſt loſe by the Sorts he does not uſe. The waſhing, cleaning, and dry- 

ing Wool, by beating it on the Flecks, we underſtand pretty well; but we 

neither dye ſo well, nor fo cheap as the Engliſh do; and we have but few 
Scriblers, who underſtand the cloſe mixing of Wool on the Cards for Med- 

leys. Our Women are all bred to ſpin Linen Yarn, and are not fo fit to 

ſpin Woolen, eſpecially carded Wool for Cloth. We underſtand the picking 

of Cloth, and the thickening of it pretty well; but we are not ſo adrolt at 

the taſſelling it on the dubbing Boards, and are at a Loſs that we have no 

Taſſels * of our own Growth fit for this Work, but are obliged to bring them 

from England in large Quantities to lye by us, as we have Occaſion to uſe 

them. The moſt curious and difficult Operation of the whole, is the cut. Page 110. 
ting on the Shear-Board, and finiſhing in the hot Preſs. We have no Shear- 
men of our own, that underſtand their Buſineſs to Perfection, and as few 
Preſs-men; and muſt bring our Preſs-Papers from England; and the Profits 
of the whole Manufacture depend upon the cloſe and equal cutting from 
End to End, and upon proper and clean Papers for every Staple of Cloth, 
and a juſt Degree of Heat and Preſſure i in the hot Preſs, neither too * 
nor too little of either.. 

11. The Engliſb have been long Maſters of the Woolen Trade; 8 
Clothiers and Piece-buyers are Men of Stocks, able to carry it on; where- 
as we have no Stocks equal to ſo great an Undertaking. We mult alſo be, 
at the Expence of Workmen from England for ſeveral Branches, at higher 
Wages than they get at home; and we cannot expect to get the beſt 
Workmen. Theſe and many other Difficulties hinted at, not eaſily to be 
conquered, render it abſolutely impoſſible for us to ſucceed in the Wooten 
Trade, at leaſt, in Broad Cloth, Druggets, fine Kerſies, and the Woolen 
Goods of Norwich; nor is this any Loſs to us, ſince we have a Staple Ma- 
nufacture of our own; at leaſt, may have the Linen, in which the Exgliſb 
deal not. They are too wiſe to encourage any Manufacture in the weaving: 
Way, that might interfere in the great Staple, the Woolen. And we 
ſhould learn of them to diſeourage every Trade that may interfere with, or: 
hinder the Progreſs of, our only Staple. | 
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* Teazl, Carduus Fullonum, or the Pail:rs Thiftle, a kind of Plant much uſed by the Fullers, 
Cloth Woke, and Stockin Weavers, to card or draw out the Wool or Nap from the Ground ®. Ch. 1737 
(See Chambers m Dicteinary. 9. 3. 
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and 15 per Cent. cheaper than we can make them at home, then are we 
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12. We may then reaſonably ſuppoſe, on the loweſt Computation, that 
we can buy (and from daily Experience we know it to be ſo) thoſe Woolen 
Goods 10 and 15 per Cent. cheaper in England than we can make them at 
home; and if we can make Linen Cloth, and ſell it in England from 5 to 
10 per Cent. Profit, and purchaſe in Exchange for it, Woolen Goods 10 


Gainers by this Trade, from 15 to 20 per Cent. and of Conſequence juſt ſo 
many Hands as are employed in the Woolen, who might be employed in 
the Linen, juſt ſo much does the Country loſe by their Labour. | 
13. What puts this Poſition (of itſelf ſufficiently evident) beyond all 
ueſtion, was the Experiment we made of a ManufaQtory of Broad Cloths 
ew Mills m near Haddington, before the Union. As good Super fines 
ee made, as ever were made in England; but by reaſon of the 
iſadvantages we laboured under in this Trade, already mentioned, the 
Dealer paid for them 2 5 per Cent. more than he could have bought them for 
in England. As this Trade was carried on by a Company, no doubt their 
Loſs was greater than if it had been carried on by private Hands; but if 10 
ger Cent. is allowed for Management, and that is a great deal more than any 
Buſineſs can bear, the Trade was ſtill unprofitable, though it had been 
carried on by private Hands, and a great Loſs to the Country. Engli/h 
made Cloths were contraband »; but as all the Cloths we could make our- 
ſelves, bore no Rroportion to our Conſumption, great Quantities of Eng/i/b 
Cloths were clandeſtinely imported; for the great Profits the Dealers made 
then by them, was ſufficient to anſwer the Riſk of Confiſcation, if taken, 

14. Thus we ſee plainly how far our Woolen Manufacture may and 
ought to be encouraged, and what Branches of it ought to be given up as 
a Loſs to the Country. All our other home made Goods are moſtly for home 
Conſumpt, and are all made in Eng/and, fully better, and ſold cheaper than 
here; Which muſt be owing to the ſuperior Skill and Diligence of their 
Tradeſmen; ſince living is eaſter here than in moſt Places of Exg land. 

15. Linen is a Commodity of univerſal Uſe. The Linen Trade of Eu- 
repe is at this Time in the Hands of the Ruffans, Germans, &c. The Ba- 
lance of Trade betwixt England, and all thoſe foreign Linen Countries, is 
now againſt England, by Reaſon of high Duties impoſed by them on Eng- 
liſh Woolen Goods, and other Incumbrances, which in ſome of thoſe Parts, 
is near equal to a Prohibition. This State of our Trade calls loudly upon 
us to improve and extend the Manufacture of home made Linen, At Dar- 
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lington in Yorkſhire, ſome Linen is made; but it lies too near Leeds and Page 143. 
other clothing Towns. In Lancaſpire, the Linen Trade may fafely be 
carried on; it interferes not with the Cotton, but is the Warp of all their 
Fuſtians, and ſeveral other Cotton Goods. In ſhort, the Linen Manufac- 

ture is of the next Conſequence to that of Wooken; it may employ near as Page 144. 
many Hands, and equally deſerves the ſame Care, Countenance and En- 
couragement. The Act of Parliameut, made in 1727, hath done a great 
deal, but we ſtill want further Aſſiſtance from the Publick, in order to its 
being carried to its ful] Extent and Perfection. | 


C H A P. CXXIX. 


An Argument upon the Woolen Manufacture of Great-Britain, h 
plainly demonſtrating, that Ireland muſt ſpeedily be employed 9 
therein, as the only Means to recover its Decay, and to pre- | 
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vent its Ruin, Dedicated to Robert Willimot, E/g; Chair- 
man of the Committee for the Woolen Manufacture, 1735. 


I. O forbid the Export of any Commodity to another Country, is to Page 9 i ii 
command it to be ſold at your own Price, to yourſelves, which is | 
nothing better than downright Robbery “. England has never exerciſed her page , | 
Power over Ireland, but ſhe has ſuffered for it. The whole World ſee it | 1 
in two Inſtances. 1. The Act to prohibit Viſb Cattle. 2. The Deſtructi- | 1 
on of the Woolen Manufacture of that Kingdom. The irt is generally b il 
now, allowed to be deſtructive. The ſecond begins by its fatal Conſe- Page 10 1 
quences, ſome what to open the Eyes of Men. The Conſequences of it 
were, 1. The Expulſion of 30,000 Manufacturers from that Country. 
2. Their Retreat into foreign Countries. 3. The Eſtabliſhment there- | | 
upon of the Woolen Manufacture in almoſt all Parts of Europe. 4. The if 
Exportation of Engliſh and Iriſh Wool. 5. The gradual and notorious | | 
Decay of our Trade from that very Hour +. | To, 4 | 
Vor. II. H A | 
Apply this to the Caſe, of prohibiting abſolutely the Exportation of Ne from England, ; | i 

+ Here are five Sentences, every one of which contains more or leſs of Untruth. #1 


In the Year 1697, (the Year but one, before the Act complair e] of) the total TI of | | 4 
| oolen fy 1 
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Ch. 126. 
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2. From' theſe Conſequences we ought to obſerve, that the. Decay. of 
our Trade does not ariſe from the Exportation of 1riſþ Wool. That were 
to. make an Effect a Cauſe. To aſcribe the Misfortune of the Retreat of 
Manufacturers from Ireland, and the Eſtabliſhment of foreign Manufac- 
tures, as a Cauſe, would be equally wrong. Theſe are but the Effects of 
one fatal Cauſe, the vain Expectation of engroſſing the Woolen Manufac- 
ture to ourſelves; narrow Principles, which in proving. too much, prove 
nothing but their own Abſurdity. 4 

2. Thoſe, whoſe Eſtates riſe. from Wool; thoſe who manufacture Wool, 
imagine, that by admitting Ireland to a Share in the Woolen Manufacture, 
their Eſtates muſt fall, and alſo the Price of Labour. But their Eftates are, 
now raiſed t high, to ſuffer any Commerce to thrive, or to continue in our 
Favour, and their Labour ts. too dear. If they will have Commerce then, 
they muſt ſuffer their Eſates to fall, their Labour to lower its Price. 

4. Can we keep our Manufacture as we are? If we can, why ſo much 
Noiſe and Clamour upon the Subject? Why ſuch Complaints of Mannfac- 
turers? Applications to Parliament, and Committees appointed to conſider 
theſe Complaints and Applications? Why Bills brought in, for many Years 
together, to ſecure it? If we cannot keep our Manufactures, as we. are, 
how would the Gain of the 1ri/þ be out of the Manufacture of England? 
The Gain of. the 17i/þ muſt be out of the Woolen Manufacture of thoſe 
Countries which will ſucceed us in it. And who will ſucceed us in it? Or 
rather who has already got it from us? France in the principal Part. The 
Gain of the 1ri/b then in the Woolen Manufacture, muſt be a Gain upon 
the Manufacture of France. The Iriſh can under-ſell the French in that 
Manufacture; and. if they were allowed a full Liberty of trading in their 
own Manufacture, they would export no raw Wool or Woolen Yarn; and 
without Wool, or Woolen Yarn of their, Growth, the foreign Manufacturies, 


- 


Woolen MinufaQtures exported ſrom Ireland, was-22,614 J. 9s. 6d o; accounting the Wool 
whereof to be ore Fourth of that Sum, vi. about 600a/l. the Value of the Labour was about 
18, cco . But could 18, ooo J. ſupport 30,000 Manufacurers, for a Year ? Suppoling therefore 
(which is not credible) that every incividual Manufacturer employed in [Felend, in making Drap- 
ery in the Year 1697, to the Value aforeſaid, had left the Kingdom; yet is No. 1. a great Exag- 
geration, and conſequently No. 2. No. 3. is no leſs erroneous, in ſuppoſing the Weolen Manu- 
facture to have been a new Thing at this Time, in almoſt any Part of Europe. No. 4. alſo in 
dating from hence only, the Exportation of Engliſb and Iriſh Weol. And No. 5. which ſuppoſes 
a Decay of the Engliſh Trade, is an equal Falſchood ; ſince beſides an Increaſe in England of all 
other Manufacture and Trade, even the Woolen Exportations from England have maintained 
theit Ground, nay advanced, from that Time. 
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our Rivals, cannot exiſt. Is it doubted that the Iriſh Wool and Yarn be Page 19. 
neceflary to the ManufaQtures of France? We are told by all that are con- 
verfant* in this Buſineſs, that they cannot carry on their Trade without it. 11 69. 

5. Moreover, in whatever Branches of Manufacture the ib or Englifh * 21. 
Wool is employed in France, it works up twice as much of the French 
Wool. Thus, one thouſand Stone of Triſh or Engliſh Wool, produces 
three thouſand Stones of French ManufeFures. If the Iriſh therefore were 
now allowed to work up all their Wool, they could but manufacture one 
Third of that Quantity. This is the only Quantity, or only Kind of Cloth 
.* in France, for Exportation, and the greateſt Part of it is employed in Ex- 
portation. All the CLoTu of France, for Exportation, is thus capable of 
being deſtroyed; yet the 17: can gain but one Third of that Exportation. 
The Demand for Cloth muſt continue the ſame. There muſt then remain 
two Thirds of that Demand unſatisfied. Who can ſatisfy this Demand ? 
Foreigners cannot, from the Nature of their Wool. The Trib cannot, 
becauſe they have not Quantity ſufficient, The Engliſh therefore mult. 
Thus will the Engliſb plainly benefit as much again by opening the 1r:/ 
Commerce, as the Iriſb can do themſelves ; for of the Ruins of the French 
Manufacture, two Thirds muſt neceſſarily fall into our + Lap. 
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The A& commonly called The Mancheſter Act, 173 5-6. 


N Ad + to amend an Act paſſed in the ſeventh* Year of the Reign of Ch. 118. 
bis late Majefly King George I. intitled, an Act to preſerve and encou- 9. 7. 
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* Here obſerve the Word CĩorH. We ſhall ſoon find another 4 Perſon ſtrongly vouching 
the fame marvellous Qualities in Eugliſb and friſb Wool, when mixed with that of France, in 4 Ch. , 40. 
all other Manufacture, except CIT M. 1 . 
+ This Gentleman would at laſt perſuade us, that he is no /ri/h man. And perhaps he was 
not, conſidering what is ſaid (Chap. 127. f. 19.) of ſome Britiſp Merchants. 
Be that as it will, the Utility, to Bugland, of what he contends for, depends altogether upon 
the Truth of that. which we have already a been told, and ſhall ſee moſt clearly hereafter is cer- 4 Ch. 105, 
tainly ſale. viz. That the French cannot carry en their Woen Trade without Engliſh or Iriſh Wool. 9. 12, 4. 
t This Act recites that * whereas great Quantities of Stuffs, made of Linen Yarn and Cotton 
6 Wool, have for ſeveral Years paſt, been manufactured, and have been printed and painted with- 
in this Kingdom of Great Britain; and the ſaid ManufaQures /o printed ard painted, are 4 
Branch of the ancicus Fuſtian Manufacture of this Kingdom ; and have been, and are now uſed 
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rage the Weolen and Silk Manufactures of this Kingdom, and for more effec- 
tually employing the Poor, by prohibiting the Uſe and Wear of all printed, pain- 
ted, ſtained, or dyed Callicoes (except as is therein excepted) ſo far as relates 
to Goods. made of Linen Yarn and Cotton Wool manufactured in Great Britain, 
9 Geo. 2. c. 4. 6,7 
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! The Golden Fleece; Or the Trade, Intereſt, and Well. Being of 
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Great Britain confidered ; with Remarks on the Riſe, Pro- 
greſs, and preſent Decay of our Wooden Manufafures, &c. 


Page. 3, I. U R native Merchandize conſiſts in Wool, Butter, Hides, Tallow, 
Timber, Lead, and Iron. And if our worthy Anceſtors would not 
ſuffer the firſt and beſt of theſe (the Wool) to be carried out in the In- 


and worn in Apparel and Furniture, And whereas ſome Doubt hath ariſen, whether the Uſe 
* and wearing of the ſaid Stuffs, when the ſame are ſo printed and painted, be prohibited by the 
© ſaid recited AQ ; whereby the faid ManufaQture is diſcouraged,. and may be utterly loſt, and 
great Numbers of his Majeſty's Subjects and their Families, whoſe Livelihood intirely depends 
<. thereupon, may be ruined, and the Poor greatly increaſed, if not timely prevented. 
| © Therefore enads, that nothing in the ſaid recited Act ſhall extend, or be conſtrued to pro- 
© hibit the wearing or uſing, Cc. any Sort of Stuff made of Linen Yarn and Cotton Wool, 
* manufaQured and printed or painted with any Colour or Colours, within the Kingdom of 
© Great Britain; provided that the Warp thereof be entirely Linen Yarn.” 
N. B. This is what- goes under the Name of the Mancheſter Act. The Statute thereby ſaid to 
1 Ch. 118. be amend:d, commonly called the Callico Act (7 Geo. c. 7.) was made at the Inſtance of all the Silk 
= §. 7. and Molen Manufacturers in the Kingdom; and was * er by the Citizens of Norwich. 
1 And the whole landed Intereſt of the Kingdom, under the Notion of Benefit to Growers as well as 
Manufacturers of. Wool, came heartily ints it But the that Act prohibited the Uſe of Calicoes 
in Great Britain, for Apparel or Furniture; yet were they not probibited in Ireland or in the Bri- 
u Ch. 118, tiſh Plantations. Again, tho' all Stuſſs made of, or mixed with Cotton, had been probibited, uin 
$. 7. Note. lite Manner, as Calicoes, yet was there an Exception made in Behalf of Fuſtians. And this po 
2 ſent Att (9 Geo. 2. c. 4.) ſays tbat the Manufacturers at Mancheſter, under the Cover of that Ex- 
ception, had contrived io furniſh Great Britain, with a Manufacture of Thread aud Cotton mixed, 
wh,ch ſupplied, in a great Meaſure, the Place of Calicoes. And now, when this Manuſatture at 
Mancheſter, was grown to a very cenſilerable Pitch, and the People there, were become ſo rich ani 
numereus ty it, as for ſeveral Years ſucceſſively (we are told x) to have expended 30,0001. per Ann. 
„Ch. 139. in.new Buildings; the Silk and Moolen he 21 of the Kingdom began to take Umbrage at 
$. 11. the ſame, But by this Time, th: Number of theſe Manufacturers at Mancheſter, of G:tton and Li- 
| nen mixed, was too great, and their Intereſt tos confiderable, to be ſuppreſſed On the contrary, wet 
find they had Influence ſufficient to get this ſuccedaneous Manufacture (concerning the Legality of wear- 
ing which, in Apparel or Furniture, ſome Doubts had juſtly ariſen) «ftabliſhed by this Law (9 Geo. 


| 2. c. 4.) So that theſe Cottons are not only become a common , Wear and Uje in both, as, before the 
| Year 1720, e ger was, but there is ſo much Likeneſs between the latter, and ſuch printed and 
j | painted Cottons, that Callicoes, not only manufactured, but painted in India, are become no very un 
|  e:mmin Wear alſo in Great Britain. And thus the Callicoe Act of 1720, is in ſume Meaſure 
ſuperſeded, or rather defeated, as alſo, in Reſpect of Chints, that of 11, 12 Will. Ill. c. * 
98 . ancy 
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fancy of its Manufacture, how much ſtronger are the Reaſons now for 


ters of the Seas, have it in our Power, from a peculiar Growth of Wool 
- (which all other Nations PRO in need of) to be the onLy Sellers of it to 


Foreigners. 


Times by our Anceſtors to prevent the unlawful + Exportation of Britiſh 
and Iriſh Wool to foreign Parts. The Riſe of our Woolen Manufactures 
took their Date from the Reign of the renowned Queen Elizabeth, by 


Boroughs in England. 


was found very uſeful, which occaſioned ſeveral Laws to prevent the Ex- 
portation of that alſo, not only to foreign Nations, but to Ireland. Soon 
after our Woolen Manufactures came to Perfection, great Quantities were 
fent to Turkey, Spain, Portugal, and many other foreign Nations ; and Great 
Britain taſting the Sweets of. this Trade, ſeveral additional Laws were 
made, 1 prevent the Exportation of Wool and Fullers Earth. 


ſtanding Proofs of this Truth, that the Exportation of all Commodities 


Legiſlature ; and our Anceſtors, from the earlieſt Times, were always ſo 
ſenſible of the many ill Conſequences that attended the illegal Exporta- 
tion of Wool, from the ſeveral Coaſts of Great Britain and Ireland, that 
the Laws beforementioned were by them purpoſely made to keep our Wool, 
at bome. They wiſely foreſaw, how fatal and deſtructive the exporting * 
unwrought Wool might prove to theſe Kingdoms, if our Neighbours, by 
our Help, ſhould ſet up Woolen ManufaQories, and by living more fru- 
gally than the Engliſb, and having Labour and Proviſions cheaper, could 
ſupply not only themſelves, but other remote Nations with Woolen 
Goods at a lower Price; which WIr nour our. Woot, MUST have been 
purchaſed 6f us at ovR. owN PRICE. 


vent the unlawful, &c. which in this Place, is Nonſenſe, ot equivocal. 


keeping it at Home, when we are thus improved in it, and by being Maſ- 


ſettling the Walkhons and Flanderkins in ſeveral Clothing Countries and 


3. Upon the Improvement of our Woolen Manufactures Fallers Earth 


4. The Cuftoms, Laws, Practices and Exigencies of former Ages, are 


prejudicial to our home Manufactures, have been conſtantly forbid by the 


+ Here note, he does not ſay, to prevent ubſol.tely (which would have been falſe) but to pre- 


5 The- 


2. It would be endleſs to recite the many Laws made at different Page 4. 
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5. The great Decay of our Woolen Manufactories is beyond Diſpute, 
owing to the illegal Exportation of Britiſb and Irifþ Wool, and Woolen 
Goods thoroughly manufactured in Ireland, to foreign Parts. F oreign 
Wool for the meſt Part, is /5 coarſe and hairy, that it cannot make ſe- 
veral Aſſortments without a Mixture of Britiſh or Iriſh Wool. The 
Wool of Span is ſo exceeding fine and ſhort, that it cannot be mixed 
with the coarſe, harſh Wool of foreign Growth : nor can they be ma- 
nufactured together, without the Wool of Great Britain and Ireland *, 
Theſe are Facts ſo well known to the Manufacturers, that they petiti- 
oned the Parliament from all the Clothing Counties and Boroughs in 
England, Anno 1731, and every Year ſince, complaining of the illegal Ex- 
portation beforementioned. The Manufacturers are the firſt that feel the 
Effects of a decaying Trade, and being not only an uſeful, but neceſſary 
People to the State, ſeem therefore entitled to all reaſonable Protection 
and Encouragement, ? 

6. Upon a moderate Computation, one Pack of Wool made into 


- Broad Cloth will give full Employment for one Week, to 58 Perſons, 


who will earn 19/. 8s. od. One Pack of the long combing Wool of 
Lincolnſhire, &c. made into fine Stuffs, &c. for the Spaniſh and Portugal 
Trades, will give Employment, for one Week to 158 Perſons, who 
will earn — 331. 125. od. One Pack made into Stockings for the 
Spaniſh or Portugal, or any other Trade, wilt give full Employment for 
one Week, to 150 Perſons, who will earn 55 /. oog. od.- Thus 366 
Perſons, on 3 Packs of Wool, will earn 108/. oog. o d. in a Week. 

7. By the aforeſaid Computation, it muſt follow, that as often as 50,000 
Packs of Wool are clandeſtinely exported, ſo often will Great Britain 
loſe 1,800,000/. And fo often will the Number of Perſons, yearly de- 
prived of Employment, be 117,353. Beſides it is a received Opinion, that 
zoo, ooo Packs of Wool are ſhipped yearly to foreign Nations from the ſe- 
veral Coaſts of Great Britain and Ireland, through Neglect and Conni- 
vance. Butif we ſuppoſe it were but half that Quantity, it muſt follow 
by the ſaid Computation, that Great Britain will loſe yearly 5,400,000, 
And alſo the Number of Manufacturers yearly deprived of Employment, 
will be 352,059, beſides the Diminution of the Merchants Profits, and the 
Hurt done to our Navigation; and although the Quantity may be more or 
leſs, yet it will bear the ſame Proportion, touching Profit or Loſs to the 


Nation. 3 8. Let 
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8. Let us conſider another great Damage done to this Nation by ſuffer- 
ing this illegal Exportation. One Pack of Britiſh or Iriſh Wool will work 
up two, beſides itſelf, of the coarſe harſh Wool of foreign Growth, which 
otherwiſe would be vsELEss, and lie on their Hands, in reſpec to their 
Trade with Turkey, Spain, Portugal, and other foreign Parts. It may per- 
haps ſeem a Paradox to ſome People, till rightly underſtood * , that the more 
unwrought Wool wwe ſuffer to be exported, the MORE Þ we ſhall be cverſlocked with 
it at Home. + 
9. If the Landed Gentlemen of Great Britain were cooly to conſider, 
how much it is their Intereſt to reſtrain the Wool of Great Britain and Ire- 
land from being ſold to Foreigners, they could never be prevailed upon to 
lend a helping Hand to prohibit the Importation of Ii Wool, Worſted, 
or Yarn; for if Ireland is overſtocked with a Commodity, which we will 
not allow them to bring to Great Britain, we put them under a Neceſſity to 
look out elſewhere for a Market; the Conſequences whereof we have ex- page 10. 
perienced too long, and too much to our Coſt ; for by taking their Wool, 
Worſted, and Yarn, we ſhould then engroſs the waoLe Woolen Trade to ouk- 
SELVES, without a POSSIBILITY of being rivalled, and have it in our Power - 
(as the Hollanders do by their Spices ® ) to fix o own PRICE. pi, 3 
10. While Great Britain is ſo loaded with Debt, and oppreſſed with 
Taxes, No Manufactures can poſſibly flouriſh, except that of oux Wool; 
and had not Providence been more careful of us than we deſerve, in beſtow- 
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Till rightly proved. | 
t This Paradox reminds me of what I remember to have ſeen, as an Argument againſt In- 
cloſures (publiſhed in the Reign of Edw. VI.) viz. The more Sbiep, the dearer the Il bi. | 
+ For Example, ſuppoſe 150,000 Packs of Wool (being but half the Quantity generally | 
© thought to be ſhipped off to Foreigners, from the ſeveral Coaſts of Great Britain and Ireland) 
© ſhould be yearly exported unwrought ; theſe added to 300,000 Packs of foreign Wool, pro- 
* duce a Manufacture of 450,000 Packs; if then 150,00 Packs were kept at Home, Turkey, 
Spain, Portugal, and other foreign Countries, would want from Gr-at Britain the Manufac- 
* ture of 450,000 Packs, in the room of the like Quantity furniſhed by neighbouring Nations, 
* whoin this Caſe, could have noNe of THESE manufactured Goods to ſend to foreign Mar- 
© kets; therefore, as the Demand for Goods in foreign Parts would continue to be the ſame, (the 
* Queſtion being, not what is the Quantity demanded or conſumed, which is certain, but whb 
* ſhall furniſh: that Quantity) As MUCH leſs as Foreigners are enabled to work up, (by the Aſſiſtance 
* of Britiſh or Iriſh Wool) so MUCH MORE NI be manufactured by Great Britain; and conſe- 
*- quently the firſt Year a Law were made, to put an effeftual Stop to the unlawful Exportation df 
Britiſh and Iriſb Wool, the Quantity of Woolen Goods for foreign Trade, would be ſo much 
leſſened, as it is at this Time work'd up in France and other foreign Parts, which would natu- 
rally increaſe the Demand, more than double it is at preſent, from Great Britain, and by keeping 
oon Wook at Home, they could ON Ly be ſupplicd from HENCE ; and by. the ſame Rule; our 
Woolen Goods muſt increaſe in their Value, in Proportion to the Demand for them; for where 
the Wool is, there muſt be the Manufafturers, and there the Demand for the ſeveral Aſſort- 
ments preper for each.Country,”. ' | 
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ing A PECULIAR GRowTH oF Woot, (of which ALL oTHER NaTtoxg 
/tand in Need) it would probably be out of the Power of human Under. 
ſtanding, to remedy the ruined Condition our Trade is in, which can no 
Way be recovered, but by keeping our Wool at Home. It is to be noted, that 
every Pack of Wool manufactured in Ireland, over and above their Home 
Conſamption, is almoſt the ſame * Loſs to Great Britain, as if manufac. 
Page 15. tured in foreign Countries, and contrary to many Laws in Force. There- 
fore it might be proper his Majeſty ſhould be addreſſed, to order proper In- 
ſtructions to be given to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, for Prevention; 
and in Return, to allow the Importation of 1r:/þ Wool, Worſted and Yarn, 
into Great Britain, free of all Duty. This by ſome, may be thought to 
hurt the Poor of our own Country, who do not conſider we ſhall have Oc- 
caſion for many Thouſand Hands in every Branch of our Manufactures, and 
for a much greater Quantity of Wool than at preſent, when we come to en- 
groſs the whole Woolen Trade to ourſelves, [in Conſequence of the Scheme 
following, viz. by] 
2 — ” 11. Eitber a ſeparate and diſtinct Commiſſion for regiſtering Wool both 
an 1! to fre. in Great Britain and Ireland, or, the Officers now employed on Leather, 
mn pablo Soap, Candles, &c. to be appointed to this Work, and that Duty taken off 
lien of Bri- from thoſe Articles; and in Lieu thereof, a ſmall one laid upon Wool. 
= —_ ih 12. Inſtead of three Men of War and eight Sloops ſtationed on the 
Coaſts of Ireland, as in Anno 1732, twenty-four Regiſter Ships or Sloops of 
different Burthens ; they, and no other Veſlels, to.bring the raw Wool and 
Yarn from Ireland, and carry it Coaſt-ways in England, and to carry Wool to 
Guernſey, Jerſey, &c. 
13. Staple Towns in Ireland to receive and lodge the Wool, Worlted, and 
Yarn of Jreland, convenient for the Regiſter Ships. 


Page 14. 


1 
N. B. Total Charge of the Regiſter Ships annually, — 24,920 


DODf the three Men of War and eight N ie e at this | 
Lage _21- Time on the Coaſts of Ireland, ; 53,500 
The latter exceeding the former, — — — 29, 640 


: The Sums wanted in Lieu of thoſe raiſed on Leather, n 
* Candles, Cc. are — — — * 


How does this agree with what was ſaid above? (See 5. 8.) | 
n 
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In Great Britain is ſuppoſed to be Packs of Wool — — Foo, ooo 


In Ireland — — _ _ — 300,000 
Allow for Home Uſe in Ireland, — — — 100,000 


Then there will remain to be wrought up in Great Britain 
700,000 Packs, but ſay — — — — 600,000 
This, at a Medium of 1 4 per Ib. will be — — — F 600,000 
Let the Duty be 4 d per ib. Weight, on all Wool grown in Great Britain, 
of the coarſer Sort. Alſo one Penny per ib. on the ſecond Sort; and one 
1 4. 2 on the fineſt and bet ®, | | | 


„ 


The ſinking State of the Woolen Exportation Trade, humbly re- 


preſente d by the Britiſh Woalen Manufafturers, to the Mem- 
bers of Parliament, 1737. 


May it pleaſe your Honours, 


1. BSERVING in the printed Votes, towards the latter End of the Page 3. 


laſt Seſſions, without any Petition from the Traders, a Committee 
of the whole Houſe, to prepare Heads of a Bill, to prevent the Exportation 


of Wool unmanufactured; and that giving us Hopes, that you will early this 


Seſſions reaſſume a Conſideration: of ſuch Importance: We your humble 
Petitioners, Britiſh Woolen Manufacturers, in Behalf of ourſelves and 
Brethren throughout the Kingdom, beg Leave to repreſent the Loſs, both to 
the Landed and Trading Intereſt, and: to the King's Revenue, by the Wool 


exported out of both Kingdoms unmanufactured, and Woolen Goods alſo - 


exported out of Ireland, to foreign Parts; which prevented, would be to 


l think it needleſs to make an particular Remarks in this Place ; and therefore ſhall leave 
the Reader to form his Judgment of The Golden Fleece (in Truth, a Golden Dream 2 by what has 
gone before, and that which follows, particularly from the Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce e 


N. B. This ſame TraR, which though without a Date, ſeems to have been firſt publiſhed © Chap. 15l» 


Ann: 1736, has ſince, in Subſtance, been re-publiſhed Anno 1745-6, under the Title of The Ge. 


Danger of Great Britain and Ireland becoming Provinces of France, c. but without bringing 
Things nearer.to the Standard of Trutb. 3 
Vol. II. | 1 of this 
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Page 4. 


Page 5. 
*S.eCh.1o 6 


* See Chap. 


176. §. 8. 
40. P. 8. 


1 Chap. 84. 
J. 23. 


coarſe; they cannot make Quantities of tolerable neat Goods, without B/ 
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this Kingdom a much greater Fountain of Riches than ever the Gold and 
Silver Mines of the Indies were, or ever will be to Old and New Spain to- 
gether. - IF 1 Dey. e gar (1 | 

2. 'Tis Fact, that moſt Countries have Wool, and ſome very valuable , 
but to none in a happy Climate hath God been fo indulgent, as to Great 
Britain and Ireland ; their Wool moſtly. is in its native Goodneſs adapted 
for making all Sorts of neat Woolen Goods; the Wool in other Countries 
being either, if fine, very ſhort, or, if a good Staple, harſh, brittle, or 


tiſh or Iriſh to mix with it. Which evineeth, that keeping ours and the 
Iriſh Wool at home, for our own manufacturing, would at once ſecure the 
Demand of Tur work WoRLD on us for neat Woolen Goods, as the 
Dutch have for their Spices. | 
3. Your Honours are fully apprized, even by your Tenants *, that the 
Effects of a declining Trade are now generally felt ; and no general Cauſc 
can be aſcribed, but the great Decay of our Woolen Exportation Trade ; 
and that evidently owing to the Brizi/h and Iriſb Wool exported. 
4. Thoſe who are Agents for France, in this Kingdom, would perſuade 
us that France wants no Wool *, their own being ſo good; and France en- 
courages the Importation of it. The 1r;/þ would perſuade us, they have 
not much more Wool than ſupplies their own Manufactures, (that is, for 
Exportation,) and the clandeſtine Ergli/h Traders and their Abetters, would 
perſuade us, that exporting our Wool is a Gain to the Kingdom ; for that 
otherwiſe it would be cheaper. But though 20- per Cent. ſhould. be gained 
in the Price of -Wool, by encouraging the exporting of it, ſuch do not con- 
fider that the Wool exported does, on a Medium, enable the foreign Manu- 
facturers to work up double that Quantity of their own Wool into neat 
Engliſb- like Goods, which otherwiſe they could not. 
5. Now the general Gain to the Kingdom, by manufacturing a hundred 
Pounds Worth of Wool, and exporting it in Goods, is 10801, + But con- 
| | fidering 
lt was true, that at this Time, Wool was exceſſively cheap d. But it was egregiouſly falſe, 
to ſay that the ſame was owing to a Decay of the Moolan Exportation Trade. 

+ This Tract pretends to ſpeak the Sentiments of a Number of real Woolen Manufacturers; 
and at the ſame Time ſuppofes Wool, to the Value of 100 l. to make Goods to the Amount of 
1080 /. which is near three Times more than is commonly accounted of, upon an Average. The 
Britiſh Merchant reckons the Manufacture, on a Medium, at but four Times the Price of the 


Material. And I obſerve, that in the Arguments on this Head, at the Bar of the Houſe of 
Lords s , on Occaſion of the Bill for prohibiting the Exportation of Woolen Manufacture from 
| 1 


Ireland 


ndeting that each Pack exported, is the Occaſion of our loſing the Many: Page 7. 
' 


facture and Sale of three Packs; the Loſs by exporting a hundred Poun 
Worth of Wool, is to loſe the gaining of 31407. | 

6. We cannot agree with the Author of the Golden Fleece * , that the 
Quantity of Wool yearly grown in Great Britain and Ireland, is ſo much as 
$00,000 Packs; but we think that in Great Britain there is no more than 
430,000 Packs: In Ireland 143,333 Packs; that from the former 40,000» 
and from the latter, "20,000 Packs are yearly exported unmanufaQured ; 
the general Loſs whereby to the Kingdom, we compute at 11,304,000 /, 
This is a real Truth, unleſs it can be proved, that aur Fool does not work 
up, on a Medium, double its Quantity abroad, or if it does we ſhould not 
ſupply thoſe Markets, if the foreign Manufacturers did not; or if ſo much 
Wool is not exported . \ en | 
7. But if our loſs was but barely 3, 096, ooo l. the ſingle Value of the Loſs 
in 60,000 Packs of Wool exported, even, that is conſiderable enough to de- 
ſerve the Notice of the Nation. Thus as we have with great Faithfulneſs 
laid before your Honours the Greatneſs of our Loſs, we beg Leave to offer 
what we think would be an effectual Means to prevent exporting, not only 
ours, but the Iriſh Wool. | 

8. Your Honours will obferve, that the many different Propoſals. which page g. 
have of late Years been made, do all center in a Regiſter. And indeed 

that would render the Exportation of it impoſſible, without diſcovering the 
Quantity, and by whom. Yet the Method of executing ſuch a Regiſtry 

by his Majeſty's Officers, is pleaſing neither to the Landed nor Trading In- 

tereſt, But executing a general Regiſter by the Traders themſelves, would | 

be pleaſing to all, as it would be done in a friendly manner. 8 

9. And therefore we pray, That a Power may be granted to the Mer- Page 10. 
chants and Traders, and Dealers in Waolen Goods, Wool, Woolen 

* Yarn, and Skins with the Wool on, and to all Manufacturers thereof, and 

* Tradeſmen, whoſe Trades depend thereupon, in Great-Britain and Ireland, 

treland to foreign Parts, that Wool in Ireland, Value 125. made a Piece of Serge of 17. 7.5. 11% 

which is laut 2 little more than twice the Value of the Wool; and that the like Piece of Serge made 

from Engli Wool (in England) of 18s. amounted to but 1 J. 19s. 3 4. which alſo is but a little 

more than twice the prime Coſt of the Wool, Again, we are informed from Exeter (See Briti/h 
 Hercbant, vol. 2. pag. 16— 19) that Perpets, Worſted Chain, are valued at 25. a Pound, and 

Stufts all Worſted, but at 35. on a Median, at the Cuſtom · Houſe. ; 

+ Theſe Gentlemen ** to put another poſſible Caſe, viz. whether Foreigners, ceaſing to 


have the Quantity of our Wool here ſuppoſed, could got furniſh themſelves by ſome other Means, 
4 | 14 n | 0 | | 


fCh. 13r. 
§. 13. 
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68 


* Ch. 56. §. 
26. 


both Kingdoms, for executing ſuch Power, and to give to J eland 
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to become one incorporated Company &, inveſted with a Power to put 


& all the Laws in Execution, againſt exporting Wool out of Great Britain 
and Ire/ond, and Woolen Goods alſo out of Ireland to foreign Parts; and 
© to Regiſter all Wool in each Kingdom, and all grown yearly, Ge. in 


* ſuch Manner, and by ſuch Servants, as to the ſaid Company ſhall be moſt 
* agreeable to Trade in each Kingdom. And that the Members of the 


* ſaid Company in Great Britain, may have Power to make By-Laws for 


* ſuch Encouragement, as to her Wool and Yarn, as will be for advancing 
the Woolen Exportation Trade, and to raiſe the needful Charges of both 
© Kingdoms, in Great Britain, from and within themſelves, by a Quarter- 
© age, or otherwiſe, as may be agreed: Ireland to be at no Charge. And 
that all Poſtage be free; that the civil Magiſtrare may be aſſiſting, as 
Need may require; and that the preſent Duty on Iriſh Woolen Yarn im- 
ported, may be taken off.” 


— — n 


C H A P. CxXXIII. 


Debates in Parliament 4, 


1. Efore the Peace of Utrecht, we had no Rival in the Woolen Manu- 
facture Trade but the Dutch ; and over them we have many na- 


tural Advantages, both as to our Situation, the Goodneſs of our Ports, 


and the principal conſtituent Materials of that Manufacture; all of which 
they are obliged to furniſh themfelves with at ſecond Hand ||. 


2. To | 


* Monſirum horrendum ingens, cui lumen ademptum / 

+ The Subject of this Debate was concerning a propoſed DeduQion of the Intereſt of the Nati- 
onal Debt, i. e. of the redeemable Funds. But I have here taken only ſo much of the Argu- 
ment as relates to the Woolen Trade of England. As it is well known, who it was that bore 
a principal Part in this Debate, on one Side of the Queſtion eſpecially ; ſo it is not difficult to 
gueſs, to whom theſe Sentiments belong. If they are not hiſtorically correct, 'tis only to be im- 
puted to his taking this Affair too much upon Truſt, according to common Belief, and that gene- 
ral Corruption of Truth, which has prevailed in the Caſe of this, more than, I almoſt think, 
on any other Subject whatſoever. 

+ Some Turkey h Merchants alſo know: their [the French] Garcaſſone Cloths find good Prices 
and many Buyers in the Levant.” N. B. This was an Obſervation ſo. long before the Peace of 
Utrecht as the Year 1677. See alſo (Ch. 59. §. 8. Chap. 99.F. 2. Chap. 101. F. 3. Chap. 102. 
& 5. Note. F. 7. Note. Chap. 103. F. 5. Note. F. 7. Chap. 108. F. 2.) 
| Woor I ſuppoſe to be principally meant here; which, as the Engliſb Manufacturers are 
ſeldom the Growers thereof, they, ſtrictly ſpeaking, purchaſe as much at ſecond Hand, as the 
Woolen Manufacturers of any other Country do. But this is a Figure of Speech, denoting 2 
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chiefly eſtabliſhed in England (which was in the long and happy Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth) the Intereſt of Money was pretty much the ſame in both 
Countries; and the Dutch were engaged in x dloody and dangerous War, 
Ge. So that their People had not much Time to think of improving any 
Sort of Mannfatture, By theſe Means we got ourſelves rivetted in the Poſſeſ- 
ſion of all the principal Marts for Woolen Manufacture both in Ala and 
Europe; and that Poſſeſſion was, in good Meaſure, kept till the Beginning 
of the laſt War with France and Spain, when we were ſo wiſe as to pro- 
hibit Trade with both. During that long Period, the People of Turkey: 
Spain, Portugal, and even in France Þ too, till the Revolution, became ſo 
accuſtomed to the wearing of Engliſh Cloths and Stuffs, that it was not 
eaſy to make them change their Merchant, 

3. Thus by getting Poſſeſſion of the Trade, and keeping that Poſſeſſion, 
we acquired an Advantage which could not eafily nor ſpeedily be taken from 
us; and this acquired Advantage is, I am afraid, the cMief Support of our 
preſent Exportation. But in a long Courſe of Time we may entirely loſe 
this Advantage ; and we are in the more Danger, becauſe we have now got 


a Rival in the Woolen ManufaFure Trade much more formidable than the 


Dutch, and of much more Danger and Conſequence. 

4. Before our late happy Revolution, they had but few ManufaQurers of 
Woolen Cloth in France; and ſuch as they had were of the coarſeſt Sort; 
ſo that they were furniſhed with all their fine Cloths either from Holland or 


England; but after the Revolution, we found ourſelves, it ſeems, under a. 


Neceſſity of prohibiting all Manner of Trade and Intercourſe with that 
Kingdom. This prevented its being in their Power to have any Woolen 
Manufacture directly from England, which laid them under a Neceſſity, 
and at the ſame Time furniſhed them with the Means of improving what 
they had of their own; ſo that before the ſecond. War broke out, they had 
come ſome Length in the Manufacture of Woolen Cloths, eſpecially Stuffs 
or Camblets; and by our prohibiting Trade with. Spain as well as them at 
the Beginning of that War, we furniſhed them not only with'a new Op- 
portunity of improving their Woolen Manufacture, but likewiſe with an 
Opportunity of introducing it by Degrees into the i of Hain; 


ther Difference, which ſome Perſons don't chule to mention in ſo many Plain . (So ; 


Chap. 47. f. 3.) 
t. See Chap. 59. 5. 7. 


7 and 


2. To this I ſhall add, that when the Woolen Manufacture was firſt 
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and the peace of Utrecht confirmed their ManufaQure in the Advantage it 
had reaped in the War. | 
5. Ever fince that Time, they have enjoyed almoſt an uninterrupted 
State of Tranquility; during which Time, it muſt be confeſſed, they have 
made the beſt Uſe of the Benefits we beſtowed upon them; for they have 
now brought their Woolen Manufacture to ſuch Perfection, that they make 
ſuperfine Woolen Cloths almoſt as fine and as good as we can do, and (cl! 
them much cheaper; by which means they very much interfere with us in 
Turkey as well as Spain; in both which Places they as yet meet with ſome 
Difficulty, by Reaſon of the Attachment the People have in general to the 
Manufactures of this Kingdom; but that Attachment will at laſt wear off, 
and then it will be out of our Power to preſerve any Share of the Trade, 
unleſs we can fell all Sorts of Woolen Manufacture as cheap as the French 
or any other Nation can do. | 
6. Now with reſpect to the Rivalſhip in this Trade between the French 
and us, it is very different from that between us and the Dutch. The Si- 
tuation of the French is rather more convenient for that Trade than ours; 
and their Ports are as good; then as to the Materials, the only Advantage 
we have over them conſiſts in our Wool *; but they lye fa conveniently 
for ſtealing it away from us, that 'tis hardly poſſible to prevent it; and as 
to Spaniſh Wool, which is the chief Material in the Manufacture of all ſu- 
perfine Cloths, they lye more conveniently for having it, and may have it 
at a cheaper Rate than we can. From all which I muſt conclude, the chief 
Advantage we now enjoy in this Manufacture, is the ſuperior Skill, Dex- 
terity, and Numbers of our Workmen, and the old Attachment to the 
Woclen ManufaQtures of this Kingdom; ſomething of which ſtill remains 
in Turkey, Spain, and Portugal; but this will wear off by Degrees, if we 
cannot ſell as cheap as any other Nation; and the French Workmen will be 
* And wherein does this Advantag conſiſt, which the Engliſh have from their Mad Have 
not the French Wool of their own? Yes, they have; but it is not ſo good, generally ſpeaking, 
as Engliſh Wool, Weil] but cannot the French be accommodated elſewhere with Wool as good 
az the Engliſh? Yes! for the Purpoſe of making Cloth eſpecially, with much better, from Po 
tural and Sjgin. What then can be the Advantage to the Engliſb in reſpect of their Wool! 
Why, 'tis cheaper than any other Wool of equal Goodneſs. What! conſiderably cheaper than 
other Wool, beyond the D.fference of Freight and Factorage? O yes, conſiderably, BECAvst 
(Y the Law) Engha/h Wool can be. purchaſed by Engliſh Perſons onLy, Why then it is not the 
French who ſteal our Wl from us; but it is WE, who ſtealit to them, in order to have a Aar- 
tet Price for it (as wiil be Cemonſtri.ted). But tho' the French could not ſteal it from England, or 
rather, tho' the Exgliſb could not ſteal it into Frqnce ; yet, whether this Gentleman knew (0 


much or not, the Britiſb Merchant hath aſſured * his Countrymen, that the French cannot wart Heel 
for AN V KIND or Wos k; for Any PART oF THE WOOLEN MANUFACTURE» 


every 
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5. The Bunch have not any natural Advantage in Trade over us, worth 
mentioning, but that of the frugal and penurious Temper of the People 
eipocially their Labourers and ManufaRturers. For the Freight of a Ship 
from any Port in England to Spain or Turkey, is very near as cheap as from 
any Port of France; at leaſt, the Difference can have no Influence upon a 
rich Cargo; and if it could, the Expence of their carrying their Goods to 
their Ports, for Export, is generally much higher in France than in Eng- 
land ; which will more than attone for any Difference there may be in 
Freight : And for the ſame Reaſon, a Quantity of Spaniſh Wool may always 
come cheaper to the Manufacturer in England, than the fame Quantity 
can come to the Manufacturer in Frunce. But then, as to the Advantages 
we have over them, they are innumerable, and the ſingle one, of our 
Wool, is ſuch a one, as we may, by proper Care and Diligence, make in- 
furmountable. .For the more tareful and diligent we are to prevent its Expor- 
tation , the greater the Riſe of exporting it will be; and the greater the Riſk, 
the higher its Prite will be in France, ſo that at lu, ue may raiſe its Prite 
fo high as to make it impoſſible for their Manufatturers to work it up with 
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Here it was replied, 


8. Iam ſurprized to hear it (aid, we can carry on any Trade in the Me- 
diterranean, ſo cheap, or ſo eaſily, as the French can do at their Ports of 
Marſeilles and Thoulon; or that we may carry on a Trade with Portugal, or any 
Part of Spain without the Streights, ſo cheap as the French can do from 
their Ports on the Bay of Biſcay. Then as to our Wool, I wiſh with all 
my Heart, we could render the E of it impracticable; but I bo- 
lieve the only effectual Way of doing ſo is, to enable our Manufacturers 
and Merchants to work it up at home, and ſell it fo wrought up in foreign 
Markets, as cheap as ſuch Manufactures can be ſold by any of our foreign 

> purchaſed iN 
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Temptation to it abroad clandeſtinely ; and as Sir F p73 gd + y obſerved k the , Ch. 48. 


Effect will be ingly. $ that this is a Remedy, Te der of Drinking erh, 6. £. 
0 Neighbours 


* "—__ * ——— — I gs erg — —— — 
a ho 4 % / ” F —— — by 
Fg mm — — ov — IZ7 - 8 ww 2 * = 7 wh £ : Fa; EF Gp * 


72 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, &. Chap. 134. 
Neighbours *; for if we ſhould once loſe the Sale of ſuch Manufactures at 
foreign Markets, we cannot make Uſe of all our Wool in working up for 
home Conſumption; and if we cannot work it up at home, it will, like 
Spaniſh Gold and Silver, find its Way out, in Spite of the ſeveral Laws, 
and the greateſt Care we can take for preventing it. Our Laws will then 
ſerve only for running down the Price upon the Farmer; for as he muf 
ſell; if he cannot find a Buyer at home, he muſt take what Price he car 


get from the Smugling Exporter, who in that Caſe, will be ſure to make 
the Farmer pay for the Riſk he runs in exporting. 


—_—— 
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Refleftions and Confiderations, occaſioned by the Petition preſented 


to the Honourable Houſe of Commons, for taking off the Draw- 
back on foreign Linens, &c. 1738“. 


1. HE Petition ſets forth, That the Manufacturers of Linen now 

labour under ſeveral Diſcouragements, but more particularly on 
Account of the Drawbacks allowed on Exportation of foreign Linens, 
© Threads, and Tapes; by Means whereof conſiderable Quantities have been, 
and are ſtill ſent to Parts beyond the Seas, to the great Hinderance of the 


© Conſumption of our own Produce and Manufactures, and therefore pray- 


ing, Ge'. : . 
2. Except in the Article of Linen, I cannot ſay that the Britiſb Subjects in 


This Gentleman has touched upon the right Scent, for rendering the Exportation of Wal 
But for Want, either of purſuing the Thought, or of explaining himſelf 


impracticable 
ſufficiently, he has left the Matter juſt where it was. 

Had he ſaid, © to enable our Manufa@prers to give AS MUCH for the Wool of Great Britain and 
© Ireland, as foreign Manufacturers will give for the ſame, or for Waols of equal Goodneſs ; and to 
* eravie our Merchants to ſell it, when wrought up, in foreign kets, as cheap as ſuch Manufac- 
„ tures can be ſold Ly any of our foreign Neighbours,” he would have ſpoke clearly and intelligibly, 
and fully to the Purpoſe, But, if by © «nabling our Manufacturers and Merchants to wok 
it up at home, and ſell it ſo wrought up in foreign Markcts as cheap, &c.” he meant that this was 
to be effected by Means of having the Wool any thing conſiderably cheaper; in that Caſe, ſuch 
comparative, Cheapneſs would have the very ſame Effect, which he himſelf mentions, from /g 
© the Sale of ſuch Manufattures at foreign Markets.” A Share of the Wool would in Courſe (like 
Spaniſb Gold and Silver) find its Way out to the better Market, eb hee: 

* I meddle not with this Trad, and what further I meet with wrote upon the ſame Occaſion, 
but as the Argument, ſome Way or other, reſpects the Woolen Trade. | 

America, 
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America, are under any Temptation to defi. with Foreigners for Goods or 
Manufactures of any Kind; otherwiſe, like the reſt of Mankind, they would 
buy at the cheapeſt Hand, and if it was worth their while, manufacture 
more than they do. And if the Drawback was wholly taken off, ſo that 
they were to pay 14 per Cent. more than they do for Linen, would it not 
be in Effect, a Bounty of 14 per Cent. for Encouragement of their -own 
Manufacture s 

z. But there is a more weighty Conſideration ſtill behind; and that is, 
ſuppoſing us able, in Time to come, to manufacture Linen ſufficient for our 
own Conſumption, what will become of the Moolen ManufaFures, which 
thoſe Countries took from us, from whence we were ſupplied with fo- 
reign Linens +? If they take off our Woolens, with other Produ and 
Manufactures, as of Sheffield and Birmingham, and the Goods we import 


73 


' 


Page 24. 


£1 


from India, to as great a Value, as we take from them, which I really 


believe they do, and greater; can we have the leaſt Reaſon to deſire a 
Change in ſo profitable a Branch of Commerce? 


—_— —— 8 


CH AP. CXXXV. : 


The Caſe of the Britiſh and Iriſh Manufacture of Linen, Threads 
and Tapes fairly Plated, and all the Objections againſi the En- 
couragement propoſed to be given to that Manufacture, fully 


anſwered, 


In a Letter, 1738. 


= HE chief Methods of gaining Riches are, Agriculture, Fiſhery, 
Manufacture; and of theſe, Manufacture is the moſt advantage- 
ous to a Nation, becauſe employing and maintaining moſt; and of all Sorts 


* «© Andtoſhew that this is no chimerical Imagination; upon Inquiry, it will be fourd, that both 


* coarſe and fine Linen are manufactured there already. 


+ * Are they not as capable of manufacturing Wool EN, as we are of Linen? Or can tue 


«b:1ge them ta take none any where el e, or probibit their manufacturing fer themſelves? Or can we 
be ſure that in Reſentment they may not in poſe a Duty on our ManufaRures, equal to what we 
* lay upon them, or totally refuſe to make Uſe of them, as Ruſſia did not long ago? If we can do 
neither of the firſt, nor be ſure of the laſt, why muſt we loſe or deſtroy ſo conſiderable a Branch 
of our Moslen Manufacture, not to mention many others, for the bare Chance of ra ſing and 


* excelling our Neighbours in ?” 
Vor. II. 
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of Manufacture, Linen and Woolen are, for the ſame Reafon, moſt bene. 
ficial, and becauſe they are moſt neceſſary m Life. Which of theſe two 
ought to have the Preference, I ſhall not determine. Nevertheleſs, every 
Nation ought to turn their Lands and Hands chiefly to the Produce of that 


which employs the greateſt Number of Poor, and may be raiſed to the higheſt 


Value by Manufacture. According to this Rule, Jet us examine this Affair, 
upon the Foot of the Calculations of the accurate and ingenious Arthur 
Dobbs, Eſq; in his Eſſay on the Trade and Improvement of Ireland, who makes 
the Profits from Wool completely manufactured, amount to near 6/. per 
Acre, but from Hemp and Flax, to 27 and 28 J. hence it is eaſy to judge 
which deſerves moſt to meet with publick Encouragement. 

2. In a Country, where any Manufacture has been long eſtabliſhed, the 
Workmen are fo dexterous and numerous, that they can make cheapeſt and 
beſt. They have the Name, and common Opinion ; eſtabliſhed Cuſtom 
and Correſpondence of Dealers is on their Side; which makes it very diffi- 
cult for any neighbouring Country to ſet up ſuch a Manufacture even for 
home Conſumption. From hence we muſt be convinced, that when any 
Nation has a Mind to ſet up a Manufacture, which a neighbouring Nation 
is in Poſſeſſion of, they muſt particularly encourage it, 1. By Bounties 3 
2. by loading its Rival, the foreign Manufacture, with Duties; and 3. by 
making it the Faſhion to wear it. | 

1 Now though no actual Encouragement has been given in this Caſe, 
yet the People of England have taken Advantage of the high Duties our 
Neceſſities have obliged us to lay upon foreign Linen imported and con- 
ſumed hete at home, to puſh the Linen Manufacture further than is com- 
monly imagined, as the following Piece of political Arithmetick * will pro- 


* © Let us imagine 14 Millions of People in the three Kingdoms and the 
* Plantations ; that they conſume annually, at 5 Ells or 6 Yards 2 per | $7,500,000 Yds. 


Head — 1 


PIES * » _—_— 


+ By the Cuſtom-Houſe Books, our Importation from foreign Parts, on a [ 32,000,000 Yds 
3 3 1 


Medium, from 1728 to 1734, is — — — 
The Conſumption in Scotland probably, ies — — 12, 500, ooo 
Exportation thence, to my beſt Information — — — 4,000,000 
< Conſumption in Ireland, probably I 2,500,000 
* Exportation thence, on a Medium, to Exgland, according to Cuſtom- 5,000,000 
3 „000, 


© Houſe Accounts . — 


Total 66,000,000 


© Remains of the whole Conſumption ; every Yard of which muſt be 
ys England” PRs bee ae F 2 . 5 21,500,000 
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bably ſhew. And I think it beyond all Queſtion, that a greater Quantity of 

Linen is manufactured in England, than either in Scotland or Ireland. Tis ; 

true, the Engliſb Manuface of that Commodity is not publickly known, 

becauſe a great Share of it is made in private Familes for their own Uſe, or 

made and conſumed in our Country Towns and Villages, and that Part of 

it which comes to London, is brought hither by Land-Carriage, fo that it is 

ſeldom heard of but among our Manufacturers and Dealers in Linen. . 

4. It has been obſerved, that Duties on foreign Linens, like other Duties, 

were only impoſed for the Support of Government, not with a View of 

encouraging the Manufacture at home; for which Reaſon, Drawbacks 

were allowed upon foreign Linens tranſported to our Plantations, as to any 

other Parts. But if the Affair had been well conſidered, though upon the 

Foot of common Policy, of encouraging Trade and Navigation, the Draw- 

back of all the Duty ſhould have took Place, in Cafe of Re-exportation to 

foreign independent Countries; yet to our Plantations, the whole Duty 

ſhould have remained, as if for home Conſumption ; and that by Way of 

Encouragement to our own home Manufattures of Linen. But we did nei- | 

ther, i. e. we neither took it all off from independent Countries, nor laid it iz 

all on, to the Plantations ; ſo by the former hurt our Navigation Trade, by : 

the latter, our own Manufacture. The Effects are evident, from the ſmall | | 

Quantity of foreign Linens we export, except to our Plantations ; and the | l 

vaſt Quantity of coarſe foreign Linens exported to our Plantations, ſhew 4 

how prejudicial that Export is to our home Mamfacture. * | - 
5. 'Tis faid i with regard to Germany, we take their Linens, they take our g. * * 4 

Woolen and other Manufactures, particularly of Iron, ſome of the Produce | 

of our Plantations, and Ea/t India Goods, to an equal or a greater Value. | [ 

As to Woolen Manufactures, they have certainly ſet up ſeveral of their own | 

in many Parts of Germany, particularly in Pruſſia, and which interferes 

with our Molen Trade to Ruffia. Even at Aitexa, which though under the 

Dominion of Denmark, may be called one of the Suburbs of Hamburgh ; 

they have lately ſet up a Woolen Manufacture, which profpers exceeding - | „ 

ly, and is greatly careſſed and encouraged by the whole Neighbourhood. | 4 

Thus our Trade to Germany may ſoon become a loſing Frade to een if. | - 

it is not ſo already. 

6. But to pretend that any the greateſt Advantige by Commerce with any 

foreign Country, ſhould make us negle& to improve our own Produce and 

Man ſacture, is moſt ridiculous, Upon ſuch Principles, we ſhould never 

K 2 have 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, &, Chap. 135. 


have had any Sugar, or Tobacco Plantations ; becauſe Spain and Portugal, 
where we had a beneficial Trade, and eſpecially for Woolens, furniſhed us 
with thoſe Commodities. But Queen Elizabethiſadged it better, and ſettled 
Colonies in America. Sweden and Denmark are both allowed to be great 
Gainers by their Trade with Britain; yet both have lately begun to rival us 
in the Eaſt-India Trade; and the latter has lately begun to rival us in our 
Woven Manufacture. 

7. But ſay theſe Gentlemen, if you take no Linen from Germany, they 
can take none of your Goods, becauſe they will have nothing to give you 
In return, 'They might not, perhaps, be able to purchaſe ſo many of the 
Superfiuities ; but what we furniſh them with, are chiefly the Neceſ/aries or 
Conventencies of Life. They would till be able to purchaſe Tork/bire Drabs, 
Norwich Stuffs, Birmingham and Sheffield Wares, &c. It is more than pro- 
bable, that if we did not take a Yard of Linen from Germany, they would 
tike from us as much as they do at preſent. Thus the frightful Apprehen- 
tion, of diminiſhing our Woolen Manufacture, muſt entirely vaniſh. They 
will never want ſomething to give us in return for our Woolen Manufac- 
tures. Our only Danger is, leſt they ſhould be ſufficiently enriched by ſel- 
ling us Linen, to ſet up Woolen Manufactures ; which, when they are, they 


will certainly do, and then lay high Duties upon, or prohibit the Importation 


of our Woolen Manufactures, and leave us to do as we will, or can, in the 
Article of Linen. 


8. As to the Objection, * That keln States may hereby be provoked to 
lay high Duties, and perhaps Prohibitions upon the Manufactures of this 
Kingdom.“ As to thoſe of them, which any of our Neighbours can 
make at home, they have already done this; nor can we blame them. But 
for what they cannot, that would be only laying a Tax upon their own 
People. Beſides, they would have no more Reaſon to reſent our taxing fo- 
reign Linen conſumed in our Plantations, than thoſe conſumed in Great 
Britain. | 

9. I cannot quit this Argument, without deſiring you to recollect the 
great Incroachments that have been made, of late Years, upon our Woven 
Manufactures. The French not only ſupply themſelves, but ſend large 
Quantities to Spain and Turkey. The Pruffians not only ſupply themſelves, 
bat ſend large Quantities to Ryf/a, and ſeveral Parts in the North-Germany. 
The Danes, as I have already mentioned, are taking all the Meaſures they 
can think of, for ſetting up Woolen Manufactures. And even in Flanders, 


fince 
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fince that Country came into the Hands of the Emperor, they have been, 
and are {till at vaſt Pains to re-eſtabliſh the Woolen Manufacture, and have 
lately reſolved to cloath their Army with the Woolen Manufactures of their 
oven Country only. All thefe Nations formerly made Uſe of very little elſe 
but the Wooden ManufaFures of England; therefore the Conſumption of our 
IWeolen Manufattures in Afia' and Europe, muſt certainly have decreaſed 
within theſe forty or fifty Years. And this Decreaſe would have been 
more ſeverely felt, if it had not been for the Increaſe of our Plantations 
abroad, and our Linen Manufafures at home. We have therefore great 
Reaſon to take every Meaſure we can think of, for encouraging home Ma- 
nufactures of every Kind“. 5 Nat T \ of 


— ri _— 


— o — 


#* The Sentiments 45 another Writer on this Head, when the Subject was again brought upon the 
Tapis in 15 40, rus this: _w_— 

Though no Man living wiſhes more warmly the Improvement of the Scotch and Irifb Li- 
nen than I do, yet I cannot ayes that we ſhould ſacrifice our whole Trade to Hamburgh, and 3 
* other Parts of Germany, in Complaiſance to our Brethren of the North and Ve; who in ſuch 
© Caſes would not fail to make England pay what Rates they pleaſed for this Manufacture. But ; l 
this would be the leaſt Evil attending ſuch a Prohibition of | nant Linen, as was intended by 
© the Bill, If we deal with the Inhabitants of Silefia, Saxony, Bohemia, and Poland, (whence 
© atone we have all the Linens called German Linen) we muſt be contented to barter our Woolen 
© and other ManufaQures, our Eaft- India Commodities, and the Growth of our Colonies for 
« their Linens ; for they have neither Bullion nor other Commodities ; and either we muſt give 
© up the whole Trade, or make our Returns in ſuch Goods as that extended Country affords.” 

defire to remark here, as follows , firſt, that according to the Opinion of this Gentleman, (which £1 
accords with the Sentiments of many others, and wherein there is undoubtedly ſome Truth) 
when the Parliament, in order to ſuppry s the Trade in Woolen Manufacture from Ireland to fo- 
reign Parts, gave the People of that Kingdom ſuch ample Encouragement in the Linen; whatever - 
Benefit may have accrued to bath Kingdoms, from fuch Iriſh Linen Trade particularly; yet was 
there no clear Gain by it, to the Woolen Trade of England. | 

Further, if Trade in Poland, fer Inſtance, is beſt carried on by Barter ; and for Woo t, one 
principal Commodity there 3 then might it be an Advautage to import POLoNl1a Wools. This was Ch 94.6.8. 
done formerly», But ſince our own, in Conſequence of a Monopoly, occaſoned by the Prohibition, _ 
bave been artificially very much cheaper, that Trade hath ceaſed ; conſequently, we may imagine, our b Ch, 26. | 
Exports to Poland bave for that Reaſon became leſs than otherwiſe they would be. 5. 2. Note. , j 
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C H AP. CXXXVL 
An Eſſay on Riots, &c. * 1739. 


1. H E Riot of the poor Weavers and other Woolen Manufacturers 
in Wilts, is faid to have been occaſioned by Oppreſſion, in various 
Shapes, practiſed towards them by ſome Clarluers. The Badneſs, or ra- 
ther Decay of the Woolen Trade, acknowledged by all, and occaſioned by 
the Rivalſhip of France and other neighbour Nations, muſt needs be at- 
| tended with fatal Effects to Maſters as well as Workmen: 
| | 2. The Progreſs of our Neighbours in that Trade, is ſaid to be owing to 
our Run Mool, and to their underſelling our Merchants at foreign Markets: 
Be theſe Things as they will, they are no Juſtification of the late Riot, and I 
could wiſh that a mixed Commiſſion might be appointed, conſiſting of Gen- 
tlemen and Clothiers of the beft Character that can be picked out in the Coun- 
# try, to examine impartially into the Cauſes of the late Riot, as — 1. F any 
| Combinations have been entered inte, to lower the Price of Weaving, Spinning, 
. &c. and by whom ?——»2, If any Maſters have forced the poor Manufaclureri 
| to take Truck, and at what Prices? —3. If any Maſters have obliged their 
; Mork People to buy Bread, &c. at any particular Shops, and bow they have been 
| 


ſerved ?——4, If fome particular Manufacturers do not give extravagant Rents 
1 for their Tenements, &c. and if they are not under Compulſium from their Maſters 
(208 | in that Article? 5. Who were the Heads of the late Riot? what Damage is 
. | | dane? and what Sums may be raiſed through the Country by the Statutes again/i 
110 Truck er Combinations, towards paying the Damages 

10 3. I cannot conclude without wiſhing ſome. Publick-ſpwited Perſon well 
ſkilled in all the different Branches of a Clotbier's Trade, would publiſh a 


it . * In the Month of December 1738, was a Riot in Wiliſbire, in which the Goods of Mr, 
1 Cin liborſt and other Clothiers, were deſtroyed, Sc. and their Dwelling- houſes attempted tc be 
pulled down, for which Fact, three Perſons, viz. a Weaver, a Sheerman, and a Bricklayer, were 
| executed at Sarum, 


| * Chep. 137. N. B. It ſeems by what follows o, that the Maſter Clithiers had lately fallen the Rate of their 
13 5 5. WWerkmens Ms ges; and that this was looked ron as having 8 a Pretence for the Riot. 
' And what was the Pretence for falling Wages at this Lime? a ſuppoſed Want of Trade for 
1 


| Woulen Goods. And this, though generally believed about that Time (we have learned ſince) 
* could not be the Caſe, in Regard to the Woolen Exportation Trade; foraſmuch, as the Engl 
Woolen Exports, from Chri/tmas 1737, to Chriflmas 1738, were remarkably great. (See 
Chap. 176. F; S.) | 
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ſhort Eſſay, to ſhew the Prices now commonly given by our ready Money 
Clothiers to their ſeveral Sorts of Work People; that fo the Pablick may 
ge what clear Profit a Clothier has. My Reaſon for it is, that as Money 
is ſunk to three per Cent. Intereſt with many People, the Profits might ap- 
pear ſo conſiderable, as would probably prevail on ſome to employ their Mo- 
ney in that. No body can think the Myfery of Cloth-working inſcrutable, 
when he ſees how many People practiſe it, who never ſerved a regular Ap- 
prenticeſhip to it. And one that has Money of his own in his Pocket, may 


make a better Maſter, and get as much, as * who make Cloth on other 5 
People's Stocks “. 
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C H A p. CXXXVIL Fad 
Remarks on the Eſſay on the Weavers Riot, &c. 1739. 


7 O E Cauſe of theſe Riots is ſaid to be, Oppreſſion of the Poor by 

their rich Mafters. 1. By entering into Combinations to lower Mages. 
2. Not paying thetr Wages. 3. Or elſe paying them in Truck, by Goods at an 
advanced Price, As to the firff and ſecond of theſe, I muſt declare myſelf 
an abſolute Stranger to any ſuch Methods of Practice. 

2. But, that the Workmen are able in a dull Seaſon of Trade, Cc. when 
Work is ſcarce, &c. to make their Wages as comfortable, as in a quick Time 
of Trade, when their Hands are full, is not to be ſuppoſed ; for in the 
Clothing Trade, as in other Employs, the Value of Labour hes its Ups and 
Downs, according to the Demand for it. If the Neceſſity of the Times 
require it, and the Maſter advertiſes his Servants that he can give but 14 4. 
inſtead of 15 or 16 d. per Yard, muſt this be called Oppreſſion? when at the 
fame Time, the Workman is at full Liberty to make the moſt of his Labour 
elſewhere ? Again, when the Workman has finiſhed his Piece of Work, if 
the Maſter pays him his agreed Price, what Ground of Complaint has the 
Workman ? If the Maſter refuſes, the Remedy is eaſy, by Recourſe to a 
Magiſtrate. But if on the contrary, the Workman has ill wrought that 
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In, this Chapter are many Things inſinuated to the Diſadvantage of the Maſter Clothiers. 


In the next, we ſhall ſee how far the arge is denied, and in what Inſtances confeſſed, and how 
vindicated, or excuſed, 


Piece, 


80 
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Piece, or feloniouſly detained from the Maſter any Part of his Stuff, every 


+ Maſter has a Right to exact Reparation, to be ſettled by a Magiſtrate, unlef 


(as is frequently the Caſe) the Workman (rather than be expoſed) chu ſes 
to agree the Damage with the Maſter at a ſmall Allowance. But will this 
be called defrauding, or oppreſſing the Servants ? So far from it, that I am apt 
to believe, the Lenity ſhewn to Workmen, on theſe Occaſions, has been a 
great Cauſe of the ſeveral Riots and Inſults made upon them of late Years ; 
and that if the Clathiers, inſtead of this falſe Pity ſhewn, had put the Laws 
in Execution againſt Felony, we had e're now got rid of the greateſt Num- 
ber of thoſe idle, immoral Wretches, that generally turn out the Ring- 
Leaders of ſuch Aſſemblies. 

3. As to the honeſt and induſtrious Part of our Work-People, no doubt, 
the Decay of Trade muſt affect them. And it is well known, the Impo- 
veriſhment of many reputable Maſters is to be aſcribed to their keeping on 
Buſineſs, in Tenderneſs to the Poor, without any View but their Employ- 


ment and Service. But the Clothiers are not obliged to ruin themſelves, as 


has been the Misfortune of a great many within theſe few Years. 

4. Some Branches of our Woolen Fabrick are quite loſt ; others going 
along with our Wool. And indeed there ſeem to be but two Remedies ; 
the one is, ſecuring.our Wool from falling into our Rivals Hands ; and the 
other, by lowering the Prices of our Workmanſhip. If the Clothiers ap- 


ply for the former, they are anſwered ; that will fink the Price of Wool, 


diſable Tenants from paying Rents, c. And if a Reduction in the Price of 
Labour is attempted, we are charged by our Author with Injuſtice, and are 


ſaid hereby to be driving the Poor on to this riotous Method of revenging 


themſelves upon their Maſters for their Oppreſſions, &c. 

5. But one Thing Iam led here to obſerve, which muſt affect the Poor 
much more than the Penny per Yard abated, and contribute more to the 
late Diſorders, v. That at the Time of the rifing, there was not leſs than 
60 Looms ſtanding ſtill, for want of Employment, in that Neighbourhood. 
And without ſome Regard to be had for the Preſervation of our 3 
Trade, I deſpair of ſeeing our Hands better filled. 

6. As to the clear Profits of the Clothier, if the Author has Courage 
enough to make the Purchaſe, I will inſure him, the neat Produce on * 
Fiſths of the Woolen Goods that have been made for ſeven Vears paſt in the 
three Weſtern Counties of Malts, Somerſet, and Glouceſter, for three per Cent, 
per Am. on the Stock employed in thoſe Trades. Nay, I will go farther, 

I and 


w 
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and engage to deliver him ſeveral hundred thouſand Pounds. worth * ' 
Woolen Goods at 5 per Cent. leſs than Prime Coſt. Ws 

7, As to the Article of Trucking, Town it to be a Practice not only ille- 
gal, but ſcandalous; yet it is attended with worſe Conſequences by far to 
the Fair-Trader, than to the Workman that complies with it, who as he 
knows before-hand the Diſadvantages thereof, ſo he knows how to ſuit his 
Workmanſhip thereto. I am very glad to hear that a large Body of Clo- 


—_ - 


thiers are ſo heartily diſpoſed and engaged to put a Stop to Truck, but am 

afraid the Work People are but too well reconciled to the Payments of their 
Trucking, or they would have accepted the Offer “ made them. But were 
the Author to conſider this in his own Light, as an Oppreſſion, yet it's ſtu- 
pid to affirm it the Cauſe of the Riot at Melſbam; ſeeing neither Mr. Col- | 
thurſt, nor any Gentleman upon whom Depredations were committed, ever 
made any other Payments, that ever I could learn, than in Money; and if 
this was the Cauſe of Complaints, why was any other de at but Delin- 
quents? 
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The Caſe between the Clothiers and Weavers, 1 739. 1 


N Towns where the Woolen Manufacture is carried on, proper Employ- 

ment is to be found for every Sort of People. In theſe Parts, Wages — ij 
are much greater, and Employment more conſtant, than in moſt other. The = 
following is no mean Proof of the high Wages as well as Luxury, of the [ 
Manufacturers. In the Town of Trowbridge, where the Inhabitants have 
been computed at about 3000 Men, Women, and Children, there are near 
2000 Hogſheads of ſtrong Beer drank in a Year, as appears by the Exciſe- 3 
Books ; and yet we have no great Market, but for Fleſh and Greens and 1 
Roots, and no great Thorough-fare from or to any Place. To this we may | 
add thirty or forty Gin-houſes. Their high Wages furniſh them with the 
Means of Debauching. The only Way to make the Poor ſober, induſtri- +. 
ous, &c. is to take away thoſe Means, and that of the Beggars Song, Te | 1 
Pariſh is bound to find us, &c. | 1 + 


* What that Offer was, docs not appear. 


Yor, II. L 2, [To 
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2. [T o ſhew that there is Room for the lowering of Mages] A Weaver and 
his Family may ſubſiſt as well as the Poor do in many Counties in England, 
by only working one Half of his Time. A conſtant Labourer in Huſband. 


ry, and his Family, don't earn above Half the Money as = Weaver. Biit 


the Parſimony and Sobriety of the former keeps him and his in much the 
better Plight. You fhall fee far better Accommodations in his Houſe than. 
in the Manufacturers, e the latter is ſa much better paid for his 
Labour. 

3. Let us fee how far the Clothier may fall the Price of Labour, with. 
out incurring the Odium of Oppreſſion. Our Laws are ſo tender of the 
Poor, that where a Man cannot maintain himſelf, the Pariſh muſt, This 
Law has been condemned by ſeveral, as the Bane of Manufactury. The 
Dutch have their Poor under another Regulation, and yet there is ſcarce a 
Beggar to be ſeen. The Poor never want Relief or Work, as their Caſe 
requires. They take Care to afford Employment, and don't ſo much Re- 
gard the Cheapneſs of Proviſions, well knowing that Hunger and Cold will 
make People work, in order to eat, &c. Flanders, and Hamburgh, purſue 
the ſame Meaſures for ſuppreſſing Idleneſs and Beggary. 

4. How different is the Policy of the Dutch from the Opinion of the 
Author of the Eſſay on Riots. Dorcu Policy lades all the Neceſſaries of 
Life, to make the Poor diligent and ſober. Our Politician is for taking off 
all Taxes which affect the Poor, though they have already the Means of 
Luxury and Idleneſs. One Argument againſt lowering the Wages of the 
Weavers, Cc. is built on a Preſumption, That no Nation will ever arrive at 


the ſame Perfection in manufacturing Cloth, as ourſelves; and therefore we 


ſhall always have a Market, tho' other Countries manufacture and fell 
much cheaper. This appears to me an egregious Piece of Vanity! We 
had our Skill from the Louvainers, &c. and why they and the French 
mould be for ever uncapable of arriving at the ſame Perfection as ourſelves, 
muſt appear to every thinking Man an inſcrutable Myſtery. 

5. A Gentleman who now refides at an Engliſb Factory at Liſbon, told 
me, that their Houſe had conſigned to it as good fine French Cloth made 
of Spaniſh Wool, for 135. per Yard, as they could buy from England for 
15 or 165. That the Portugueſe preferred the firſt, on Account of its 
Cheapneſs “; wherefore they were obliged to import the French on Engliſi 


Bottoms, 


Ae mitting, what is here alledged, to be true in ſome Degree; nevertheleſs obſerve, tho it 
| | | 8 


* 


Chap. 133. MEMOIRS or WOOL, see. 83 
Bottoms , and ſell it as Engliſb, in order to have ſomewhat to do. Thus * Se: Ch. 184. 
the French, by Dint of low Wages, are running away with our Manufac- | Tom 11 

tures, while we are buoying up ourſelves with vain Boaſts and empty Im a- 

ginations, that we out- trade and out- ſell every one. N 

6. Another Argument againſt lowering of Wages, is, that it would 
fink the Goodneſs of Manufactures, by obliging the Poor to work quicker 
and lighter, Anſw. The beſt Goods are made in the worſl Times. When 
Employment is ſcarce, every Manufacturer endeavours after Perfection in 
his particular Branch, for Fear of being diſmiſſed. In Dearneſs of Provi- 
fions it is juſt the ſame. If Wheat ſells for 10 or 125. a Buſhel, the Ma- 
nufacturers are obliged to work more, and debauch leſs. 

7. Another Argument againſt lowering Wages, is, that the Poor here- 
by would be uncapable to make ſuch great Conſumption in Proviſions; 
which would be an Injury to the Farmer. But this is a Miſtake, the Poor 
in the manufacturing Counties will never work any more Time in general, 
than is neceſſary juſt to live and ſupport their weekly Debauches. Upon 
the whole we may juſtly aver, that a Reduction of Wages in the Woolen 
Manufactures would be a national Bleſſing and Advantage, and no real In- 
jury to the Poor. By this Means we might keep our Trade, uphold our 
Rents, and reform the People into the. Bargain. 

8. The French, the Dutch, the Flemings, the Iriſh, work much cheaper 
than we; they live, many of them, exceeding hard, and labour for very 
low Wages, Had not the Legiſlature interpoſed, the 1r;/þ wound have run 
away with all our Woolen Trade long ago, merely by the Dint of manu- | 
facturing at low Prices. | | l 

9. Mr. Wood argues thus, The Woolen Manufacture is undoubtedly 4 
by Laws, and all poſſible Care to be encouraged; but tis its Exportation 1 
abroad, and not the Confumption of it at home* , that muſt bring Profit 8 bd *. | 
to the Kingdom. And indeed the beſt way of promoting the Man 
* Manufafure, is not to force its Conſumption at home, but by wholeſorse 


| 
is firſt ſaid, © as ge fine Club for 235. per Yard os thy buy from England for 16s. Yet it b | 
© ing hire ſaid alſo, that the Portuguele preferred the former for its Cbeapne : Thence I think is to | 
be concluded, not that French Cloth, at 13.5. was equally good, Yard. for Yard, .as was the : 
Engl: at tõ . Berauſe in that Ca e, it was no Choice in the Portugueſe, to refilive to buy French | ll 
rather than Exgli Cloth ; fince that would have been, in Effect, only reſulving rather to pay | 
135. than 16s, for the very ſame Thing. And therefore what I underſtand is, that che French 
Chet, tho in Fact a, not ſo good as the £r glifh, yet le ng ouglit as well worth 135. as the 'Eng 4 See Ch. 184 | 
1 was wouth 13 or 464 THEREFORE, the Pemugugſi preferred it, becauſe coming for leſs F. co, Vie. 
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and good Laws to contrive, that it might be wrought and manufactured 
cheaply ; which only can enable us to command the Markets, and truly 
make this Kingdom a Gainer by it. It is certain, no Country in Euroße 
manufactures all Kinds of Goods ſo dear as the People of this Kingdom, 
which gives the French and other Nations, a vaſt Advantage in carry- 
ing their ManufaQures to Market, and enables them to become, tho' not 
in Goodneſs, yet in the Cheapneſs of them, our Rivals in Trade to almoſt 
© all Countries. 

10. The Spectator fays, it ſeems a Paradox, that the Price of Labour 
*ſhould be reduced without an Abatement of ' Wages, or that Wages can 
be abated without any Inconvenience to the Labourer ; yet nothing is 
* more certain, than that both theſe Things may happen. The Wages 
of the Labourers make the greateſt Part of the Price of every Thing that 
is uſeful ; and if in Proportion with the Wages, the Prices of all other 
Things mould be abated, every Labourer with leſs Wages would ſtill be 
able to purchaſe as many Neceſſaries of Life; where then would be the 
* Inconvenience?' Here I would remark, that putting our Manufacturers 
under a Neceſſity of working conſtantly, would, perhaps in the Woolen 
Trade, amount to the ſame Thing, as an Addition of one Third more 
Hands, 

11. But to conſider this as a domeſtick Affair only between the Clothie 
and Manufacturer. Suppoſing Trade, from a Glut of Goods unſold, fg 
bad, that the Clothier ſhould reſolve to drop the greateſt Part of his Buſi- 
neſs, or give leſs Wages, in order to make himſelf amends for a dead 
Stock lying upon his Hands; where is the Injuſtice or Oppreſſion? are not 
both Parties free? A ſuperfine Cloth coſts :o or 40s. more the compleating, 
than it did twenty Years ago, and yet it ſells for ſometimes 205. leſs. Is 
it reaſonable that the ſame Prices be given for Labour now, as were given. 
formerly, when the Profits of the Trade, were double what they are 
now? The Gentlemen and Magiſtrates ought to aid and encourage the. 
Clothier, in the Reduction of the Price.of Labour, fo far as is- conſiſtent 
with the Laws of Humanity, and: neceffary for the Preſervation of the. 
foreign Trade. We muſt by ſome Means or other reduce the Price 
of Labour, that our Manufactures may find a Vent in foreign Mar- 
kets. For it is on our foreign Trade or Exports, the Riches of the 
Nation depend. For, ſuppoſe we ſhould loſe but one.half of our Exports 

1 of 
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of Woolen Goods, which have been valued at 4,000,000/. * per Ann. the 
Amount of the Wool unſold, the firſt Year, would be 251,000/. which 
will-lie by on Hand, and fink the Price exceeding low; and the Amount of 
the Labour of the People (thereby loſt) would be 1, 50, ooo J. which at 6 /- 
fer Head per Ann. will maintain near 300, ooo Perſons. ö | 

12. I come now to the Charge againſt the Clothiers, of combining toge- 
ther, to lower the Wages of the Manufacturers. If there be any Combi- 
nation (which is what I know not of) wliy are not the Authors proſecuted 
according to Law? The Manufacturers have, by their Clubs, a Stock of ſeve- 
ral hundred Pounds Capital; ſo that they are not incapacitated to proſecute 
Combinations, or to put down the Buſineſs of Truck, if they had Inclinati- 
on; and therefore I conclude, that Trucking is no real Grievance to. the Ma- 
rufacturer, whatever they may pretend. | 


The Tyranny f the Blackwell-Hall Faffors .. Ch 76. $. 5. 
13. The Sufferings of the Poor employed in working up Spaniſh Wool "wig ©; 


are not owing to the Unmercifulneſs of the Clothiers, but the Tyranny cf 
Black-well-Hall Factors; who, though originally but the Servants of the 
Makers, are now become their Maſters, and not only theirs, but the Wool 
Merchants and Drapers too, 

14. Perhaps, Sir, You may aſk how it is poſſible that theſe Men, who 
ſtile themſelves but Factors or Agents, could find Means to lord it as 
Tyrants over their Employers ? Why thus: they have managed it ſo, that 
the Merchant dare not ſell his Wool to the Clothier, nor the Clothier pre. 
ſume to buy it of the Merchant. On this grand Pgint their whole Power 
is founded. To make this clear, Sir, you are to underſtand, that in the 
Year 1695, the Clothiers finding themſelves in much the ſame Circum- 
ſtances they are at prefent, by their Credit given to the Drapers on one 
Hand, and their being obliged to purchaſe Wool of the Factors, on the 
other, applied in a Body to Parliament for Relief, and an Act was accord- 
ingly paſſed * for reſtoring to them Blackwell- Hall for a Market, limiting the. Ch. 78. 5 
Credit to be given for their Goods, to fix Months; obliging the Factor to _ 

* Whatever may be the real Value of Woolen Goods ordinarily exported from England, 
within the Circle of one Year, the Cuſtom-houſe Accounts, upon an Average, do not, in this 
Caſe, amount to any Thing near that Sum; altho' thoſe of the Year r737-8 exceed it. And 
yet remarkably great were the Complaints of that very Time, concerning a ſuppoſed Decay of the 
Engliſh foreign Trade, and yet more particularly, with Regard to the Woolen Exportation Trade. 


Nor is it leſs to be remarked, how extreme low was the Price of Eng/i/þ Wool in England, at the 
lame Time alſo, (See Chap. 176. P. S.). x 1 * 
demand 


86 


well as Caſh itſelf. The Factors thus ſtriped of the moſt valuable Part of 


ward; and if any was raſh or ſtubborn enough to diſreliſh or oppoſe this 
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demand Notes of Hand of the Draper, payable in that Term, for the Uſe 
of the Clothier, on Penalty of forfeiting Double the Value of the Debt; 
and in Caſe the Draper refuſed to give ſuch Notes, ſo demanded, * 


him 205. 


15. For a little while, this Act had its defired Effect; theſe Notes were 
immediately returned to the Clothier, who carried them to Market for 
Wool, &c. and by that Means, made them Anſwer in Trade almoſt as 


their Buſineſs, immediately concerted ſuch Meaſures as rendered the whole 
Act ineffectual, and put it in their Power to tyrannize over the Clothiers 
as much as ever. This was done, by tampering with thoſe of the Trade, 
whoſe Circumſtances were moſt precarious, who induced by the Promiſe 
of a ſpeedy Sale for their Goods, prior to thoſe of any other Maker, were 
eaſily prevailed upon to forgo the Advantage of the Notes granted them by 
Parliament. This fatal Precedent being once ſet, the Factors inſtantly ex- 
ated a like Compliance from all the reſt; and if any refuſed, not one 
Piece of their Cloth was fold. By which Means, being obliged to keep 
their Workmen employed in the Interval, their whole Stock, though ever 
ſo large, was exhauſted; and the more Stock they had, the more it be- 
came their Intereſt to truckle to their old Oppreſſors, and again take off 
their Wool on what Terms they pleaſed. 

16. This important Point carried, like true Politicians, they reſolved to 
purſue their Blow, and add ſome new Acquiſitions to what they poſſeſſed 
before. Accordingly, they again allowed the Drapers ſuch unreaſonable 
Credit, that it was impoſſible for the moſt ſubſtantial Clothier to carry on 
the Trade, while the Returns were ſo ſlow and precarious. On an univer- 
ſal Complaint therefore of this Grievance, they graciouſly condeſcended to 
inſure the Debt to be paid, twelve Months after it was contracted; but in 
Return of ſo great a Favour, inſiſted on two and a Half per Cent. as a Re- 


new Impoſition, he had the Mortification to wait ſix Months longer for his 
Money, that is to ſay, a Year and a Half in all; which together with the 
three Months the Cloth is in making, and three that (one Piece with 
another) it continues in the Hall, before it is fold off, make two Years in 
the whole. Now let any one judge how large a Stock is abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to carry on a Trade, under all theſe Diſadvantages, particularly when 


tis recollected, that the Clothier is obliged to pay his Workmen ready Mo- 
ney 
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modeſt Factor always infiſts on his being paid for his Wool, with the firſt 
Money he receives for the Cloth. | 


vaſt and ſo continued a Charge, ſhould be compelled, as too many are, to 
draw upon the Factor for Money before tis due, according to their Calcu- 
lation, one Misfortune makes Way for another; and he muft pay an ex- 
travagant Preminm for the Advance, probably, of his own Money. Nor 
are yon to wonder, Sir, that theſe worthy Gentlemen are ſo ſolicitous to 
monopolize the whole Market of Spaniſh Wool; fince, on a Medium, they 
get four Pounds on every Pack. Now a conſiderable Clothier may be ſup- 
poſed to work up 80 Packs a Year; which is in a manner a Rent Charge 
of 3201. to the Factor annually ; for tis more than probable, that this very 
Wool is purchaſed with the Clothier's Cath; and while the Factor grows 
rich without any Riſque, and with very little Trouble; the Clothier is 
doubly Exciſed, both for what he receives, and what is not only with-held, 
but employed ſo manifeſtly to his Prejudice. 

18, Tis farther to be obſerved, that as by far the greateſt Part of a Clo- 
tier's Stock muſt of Neceffity be lodged in the FaQtor's Hands, if he (the 


Toil and Induſtry, many of them do) the Factor immediately ſeizes on the 


the poor Man's Calamity is principally owing, runs away with all. 

19. Beſides theſe capital Grievances, there are ſeveral others, which 
tho' inferior in Degree, are, when added together, no ſmall Increaſe of 
the Load; ſuch as the Factors lumping the Charges for Warehouſe-room 
in the Hall, Porterage, Preſſing, Packing, Cc. every Artiele of which 
ought to be particular; as likewiſe ſending out Cloths to the Drapers at the 
Expence of the Clothier, not for Sale; but one would be almoſt tempted 
to think, to ſupply the Shops with the Paper and Packthread they are ſe- 
cured with; fince they are returned ftripp'd of both, tumbled from End 
to End, expoſed to all Weather and Accidents, and in ſuch a Condition as 
renders it abſolutely neceſſary to have them cleaned, preſſed, and packed 
anew. And all this, after they have been out of the Hall fix or eight 
Weeks; tho' the above quoted Act of Parliament provides, that every 


Cloth ſhall be reputed ſold, after it hath been detained eight Days. 
x 20, One 


ney all this while, whether his Goods are vended or no; and that the 


17. Neither is even this all.——But if the Clothier, hard drove by ſo 


Clothier) happens to break, or die inſolvent (as in Spite of a whole Life of 


Whole; it being (ſays he) a Pledge for Money advanced, Woot fold, &c. fo, 
that the reſt of the Creditors feldom receive a Farthing, while he to whom 


! 
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20. One would think, Sir, I had already mentioned Grievances enough, 

not only to juſtify the Clothier, but to excite the Concern of the whole Fe 
ple in their Favour, and the Aid of the Legiſlature in their Redreſs. But 
there is yet another behind, which ought not to be omitted. Tis this 
Theſe worthy Factors, not content with all theſe various Methods of Op- 
preſſion ; to crown the Whole, often ſet up People to act as Maſter Clothiers, 
on their Stock, during any little Glut of Buſineſs ; and as tis eaſy to ima- 
gine, give all the Cloth ſo made, the Preference of the Market, though per- 
haps in all Reſpects, leaſt deſerving of it: Hence, thoſe that trade on their 
own Bottoms, and employ the Poor in good and bad Times alike, are liable 


to all the Diſadvantages of the one, with little or no Share in the Benefits of 


the other. And hence, more People are admitted into Trade, than the 
Trade can poſſibly maintain; which opens a new Door to the Tumults and 
Riots ſo lately felt. 


12. Now, Sir, I ſay again, let the Publick judge whether this miſerable 


| State of the Clothiers deſerves Pity or Blame; whether the Diſtreſſes of 


the induſtrious Poor are to be placed to their Account; and in one Word, 

whether 'tis their Fault that our Woolen Goods come dearer to Market than 
thoſe of other Nations. Sure I am, I have heard many of them ſay, that if 
the Legiſlature would deliver them from this inſupportable Yoke, they 
would oblige themſelves both to increaſe their Wages, and lower the Price 
of their Goods. And why the Intereſt of theſe uſeleſs Drones in the hu- 
man Hive, ſhould interfere with two ſuch great and national Advantages, is 
beyond my Wit or Judgment to reſolve. I hope, however, on this plain 
and unaffected Repreſentation of the Caſe, and at a Time when the whole 
Manufacture of Great Britain is like to come under the Conſideration of 


Parliament, that ſome Patriot will ariſe to do Juſtice to the Oppreſſor and 
the Oppreſſed. | 


. 
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c H Ap. CXXXIX. 


The late Improvements in Trade, Navigation, and Manufaftures 
confidered, &c. 1739 


I. I F we compare the preſent State of our Trade with what it was about 

twenty Years ago, it will be found, that far from having Reaſon of 
Complaint, we ought to exult. The Increaſe of our Trade and Induſtry is 
as viſible as the Increaſe of our Wealth, in Conſequence of them, is certain 
and undoubted. 

2. Before the Year 1718, our foreign Trade was chiefly confined to Lon- 

don, Briſtol, and Liverpool; but tis now become ſo general, that not one Sea 
Port, and ſcarce an Inland Town in the Kingdom, is without Adventurers, 
who export conſiderably, and correſpond directly with moſt of the trading 
Countries of Europe and America. 
3. The Number of Adventurers is not only increaſed in the Out-Ports, 
and Inland Towns, where ſuch were never heard of till of late, but likewiſe 
in the three principal Marts mentioned before. In London alone, I will take 
upon me to ſay, that the Number of Adventurers is trebled within theſe 
twenty Years; and if Iam rightly informed, tis the ſame at Br:/tol and Li- 
verpool, The Number of our Natives and Agents abroad, of our trading 
Ships and Tonnage, bears a juſt Proportion to the Increaſe of our Aduentu- 
rers. And as an Increaſe of Seamen is the natural Conſequence of an In- 
creaſe of Shipping, there is little Room for doubting that we have at this 
Time one Third more Sailors than we had in 1918, The ſame may be ſaid 
as to Shipwrights, and other Artizans dependant upon Navigation. The 
neceſſary Conſequences of ſo happy and viſible an Increaſe of Adventnrers, 
Shipping, and Seamen, is an Increaſe of Commerce, which muſt as naturally 
produce an Increaſe of Manufactures, as an Increaſe of both muſt neceſſa- 
rily increaſe the national Wealth. 

4. But to obviate the miſtaken Notions of the deſponding, who think that 


our Manufactures are leſſened, becauſe ſome Manufacturers mutiny for an 


We hank had for ſome Time, in ſeveral of the foregoing Chapters, an extraordinary Run of | 


Complaints, i in Regard to Trade in general, particularly foreign Trade; and more eſpecially 
concerning that Part of it, the Moolen Ert. from England. But in this Chapter, we ſhall hear 
another Story, in every Reſpect. 
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Kerſies, Welch Plains, Druggets, Sagathies, German Serge, Stockings, Hats, 
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Increaſe of Wages, and therefore are unemployed: Let it be obſerved, 
That the Number of Manufacturers is equal, if not beyond the aforeſaid 
proportioned Increaſe of Merchants, Shipping and Seamen. This being 
conſidered, it won't be admired, that the Wages of Manufacturers ſhould 
leſſen, as the Wages of Seamen have, before the late Call for the latter, to 
man the Royal Navy. I muſt add, on this Occaſion, that it were to be 
wiſhed “ the Price of Labour could be lowered, beyond what we ſee it; as 
the Cheapneſs of Labour is the only Advantage which the French and other 
induſtrious Nations have over us +. And here let me add, that nothing 
but the Luxury of our working People could prevent our being able to un- 
derſell our Rivals, conſidering the Advantage we have of them in Plenty 
and Cheapneſs of Proviſions, every where, but near the Metropolis. 

5. Tis true, that ſome of our ancient Manufactures are leſſened, and 
ſome quite diſuſed ; but 'tis equally true, that there is a very conſiderable In- 
creaſe of ſome Manufactures, and that others are invented within theſe 
twenty Years. For Inſtance, the Manufacture of what the Clothier calls. 
Spaniſh Cloth, worth from 5 s. to 8 5. per Yard, is greatly leſſened, if not 
quite diſuſed ; but the Manufacture from 25. 6 d. to 4s. per Yard, of 


Camblets and Stuffs, of various Kinds, is augmented far beyond what it was, 
when Spaniſh Cloth was called for from abroad. 
6. The Adventurer muſt accommodate himſelf to the Taſte of the Na- 
tions he deals with. As that changes, he muſt vary his Orders to the Ma- 
nufacturer ; to which this laſt muſt conform, or become idle and unhappy. 
From hence it ariſes, that ſome Manufactures are leſſened, ſome diſuſed, 
whilſt others are increaſed, and many invented. But to argue from the De- 
creaſe or Diſuſe of certain Manufactures, that there is a Decreaſe of our 
Woolen Manufactures in general, would be as abſurd, as to ſay, that ſuch an 
extraordinary Increaſe of our-Merchants, Seamen, and Shipping, as has 
been mentioned, was no Indication of an Increaſe of our Trade and Riches. 

7. Another Proof in Favour of an Increaſe of our Woolen Manufacture, 
is, that we have no Quantities of raw Wool lying on Hand, from one Year | 
to the next ; though it be certain, that we grow one Third more Wool now. 


And what is this, but wiſhing the Nation not to be quite ſo rich as it is; the People in 
courſe Teſs fully employed; which alone can lower the Price of Labour? 


+ Whence proceeds this Luxury, but from Wealth and Plenty, the natural Offspring of 
Trade? ; 
than 
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than we did twenty Years ago. The great and ſurprizing Improvement of 


the happy Cauſe of the aforeſaid Increaſe of our Wool : And that theſe 
Improvements and the conſequential Increaſe-of Cattle of all Kinds, is one 
Proof of the Increaſe of our national Wealth, I think, won't bear being 
controverted, 

8. Many other Manufactures, beſides the Woolen, and particularly thoſe 


within theſe laſt twenty Years. Before that Time, we were obliged to 
Holland and 1taly for all, or moſt of our wrought Silks : But the Caſe is now 
ſo altered, that we not only work more elegantly than they, but are able 
to export of this Manufacture, beſides furniſhing for our own Conſump- 
tion, | 

9. As for our Manufacture of Iron, Braſs, Copper, Gold and Silver, and 
other Metals of late Invention, tis brought to that Perfection, and ſo gene- 
rally eſteemed abroad, that there is ſcarce a Retailer in the known World, 
that has not a conſtant Supply of it for the Uſe of his Cuſtomers. Tis 
incredible what large Quantities of this Manufacture are-annually exported. 


ſome hundred thouſands of Pounds ; and yet five and twenty Years ago, 'twas 
ſcarce known abroad, .and hardly accounted a Commodity for 2 
tion. 

10. There is another Manufacture ſprung up; at leaſt, wonderfully im- 
proved within theſe twenty Vears; which though it be not immediately of 
Engliſh Growth, is not leſs beneficial to us than that of Metals : This is that 


valued at no leſs than 700,000/. Though Improvements in any Part of 
the King's Dominions may be looked upon as an Addition to the Wealth of 
this Nation; yet as the Produce of all or moſt of it, viz, Of the Linen of 


provement that regards us immediately. This happy Improvement of the 
Linea Manufacture, and thoſe lately eſtabliſhed here, of Paper, Threads, 
Tapes, and many other minute Articles, have leſſened our Importations 
from Holland and Germany conſiderably, every Year. 

11. The Manufacture of Cotton mixed and plain, is arrived to ſo great 
Perfection, within theſe twenty Vears, that we not only make enough for 
M 2 | our 


neee my 4 8 


our Lands throughout the whole Kingdom, during that Period of Time, is 


of Silk, Iron, Braſs, and other Metals, have been immenſely. increaſed 


I have known it computed by ſome of our moſt intelligent Adventurers, at- 


of Linen and Sail Clotb, fo happily improved in Scotland and Ireland that it is 


Scotland and Ireland, centers in this Metropolis, it may be faid to be an Im- 
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t In the Daily » This Repreſentation, at the Time when it was firſt publiſhed t, paſſed with many, for a 
Gazetteer. 


our own Conſumption, but ſupply our Colonies, and many of the Nations of 
Europe, The Benefits ariſing from this Branch are ſuch, as to enable the 
Manufacturers of Mancheſter alone to lay out above thirty thouſand Pound; 
a Year, for many Years paſt, on additional Buildings: Tis computed that 


two Thouſand new Houſes have been built in that induſtrious Town, within 
theſe twenty Years. | 


proved, has increaſed within theſe laſt twenty Years, in Proportion to the 
Increaſe of our Navigation. It has been objected, that this Increaſe of our 
Exports bears no Proportion to that of our Imports of many Articles that 
adminiſter to Luxury; ſach as Wines, Fruits, &c. *Tis admitted, that our 
Import of Wine, though not of Fruit, is increaſed ; but I deny that 'tis in- 
creaſed in Proportion to the Increaſe of our Exports; and, if it were, there 
are two other beneficial Articles, the Appendages of Trade and Navigation 
not yet mentioned, which more than compenſate for any Increaſe of our 
luxurious Imports. Theſe are the Benefits ariſing from 'Inſurances made 
here for Account of Foreigners, and from Freigbts, as being for many Years 
the Sea-Carriers of moſt of the trading Nations of the Continent. 


factures*, Exports and Navigation, and the Wealth accruing from our 
Trade, for twenty Years paſt; let the doubtful recur to that infallible Teſt, 
the Increaſe of the National Stock ; this will prove it beyond Contradiction. 
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12. The Exportation of all our native Commodities, natural and im- 


13. If further Proof ſhould be required of the Increaſe of our Manu- 


The Increaſe of this Stock in every Thing that can conſtitute National 
Wealth, is fo viſible, that they who would conteft it, muſt be blind and in- 
ſenſible, or obſtinate and perverſe to an Infatuation. The Reduction of In- 
tereſt, and the preſent and late ſettled State of Credit, are other Proofs, and 
the ſtrongeſt, of the Increaſe and Advantage of our Trade and Navigation. 


Piece of State Flattery, or as a miniſterial Puff; and it was undoubtedly intended to do Honour 
to the Adminiſtration, of that Period; as ſuch, wanted for no proper Embelliſhments. But 
(which is more to the Credit of the Author, and of the Times and Perſons he meant to pratiic) 
the ſingle Point, which from the Price of Moo at that Time, ſeemed to be a mere Paradox, was 
indeed moſt eminently true. For, notwithſtanding the Complaints which were then ſo lou 
ecchoed throughout the Kingdom, that the Englih Moclen Trade was wholly decayed, it has ſince 
turned out, by Cuſtom-Houfe Accounts, exhibited to Parliament, Anno 1745, that the EN. 
Woolen Exports never had been, I will not ſay greater, for that they never had; but ſeldom, f 
ever, any Thing near ſo great, as in the Year 1737-8 particularly. 


P. 
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e H A F. en | 
Obſervations on Britiſh Wool, and the Manufacturing of it in 
this Kingdom ; with Remarks on the Wool and Woolen Ma- 


nufaftures of France, Flanders, and Holland: By a Woolen 
Manufacturer of Northamptonſhire, 1739. 


1. UR long combing Wool is the Sort of Wool our Rivals covet Page a. 
moſt. I know that it isgenerally believed, that the making of Cloth 
abroad of our Wool, is that which deſtroys our Woolen Trade : But that is 
a Miſtake. The Wool of France is for the moſt Part very coarſe, and ſhort Page 3. 
in general, not above three or four Inches long, and of a harſh ſower Na- 
ture; and great Part of it hath a Stichel Hair in it, like ſome of our Wool 
that is of the Growth of Norfolk, Suffolk, &c. and in ſome Parts of the 
North of England. This Stichel Hair is of a bright ſhining Colour, not _.,, 
like the other Wool that grows along with it on the ſame Sheep, it being Hair in 
more like Dogs hair; this Hair will not twiſt in along with the other Hair —— WY 
when it is ſpun, but continues to ſtare out, make it into what Goods they and Proper- 
will: Neither will it dye into any proper Colour; but ſtill will continue of““ 9 
a whitiſh Colour. | | 
2. There is a little long Wool that is growed in North Holland and Lo. 
vaine in Flanders; but this is not fine, like the Wool of England and Ire- 
land; the French Wool is pretty much like the Femiſb and Holland Wool; 
but the combing Wool of England and Ireland is fine and long, free from 
this Stichel Hair, and the natural. Strength of it makes it valuable, as well 
as the Softneſs and Fineneſs of it; and the Manufactures of Stuffs and 
Stockins made thereof, are preferable for Goodneſs and Beauty, to any 
Goods that they can make of their own Wool, either in France, Flanders, 
or Holland, Even as our Stuffs of the fineſt Quality, that are made of 
= beſt and fineſt Wool, ſurpaſs the Goods that are made of the coarſeſt 

gol. 


3. The Wool of Warwickſhire, Northamptonſhi re, Lincolnſhire, and Rutland, 


* Campare this Account of French Ifo with Ch. 89. $ 17. and then judge of the Advantage 
to de made by mixing fine Engliſb with theſe Stichel haired French Moals, if ſuch they te (as here 
laid) generally and for the mal Purt ; but which we have Reaſon to think they are noi. 


with 
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13. Note. 


y Ch. 21S. 
15. Note. 
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with ſome Parts of Huntingdon, Bedford, Buckinghamfh.re, and Cambridgeſhire, 
and Rumney Marſh, with ſome Parts of Norfolk, have been accounted the 
longeſt and fineſt combing Wool. But of late Years, there have been Im- 
provements made in the Breed of Sheep, by changing of Rams, and ſow- 
ing of Turneps, Graſs Seeds, &c. and now there is ſome large fine comb. 
ing Wool to be found in moſt Counties in England, which is fine, long, 
and ſoft, fit to make all Sorts of fine Stuffs and Hoſe of. 

4. This long combing Wool, is either uſed alone in Stuffe, Stockings, 
Sc. or mixed with carding Wool, wherein the former is the Chain or 
Warp, and the latter, the Woof or Shoot ; as in Bays, Serges, Druggets, 
| Perpetuanoes, &c. or with Silk, Mohair, or Cotton, ſuch as Crapes, Drug- 

gets, Pluſh, &c. But none + of theſe Goods can Foreigners make with 
their own Wool only, fit for a foreign Market; but when mixed with the, 
Wool of Great Britain and Ireland, then they are enabled to do it. This 
makes Foreigners covet our Wool; hence is the Temptation to Olin; 
by which Means we lefſen the Demands for our Woolen Goods, in thoſe 
Countries where they are now made, which formerly was ſerved by us 
and muſt again, if we can be ſo good to ourſelves, as to keep our Wool at 
homie, Nay we not only loſe the ſerving of them, but by giving them our 
Woo), we put them into a Condition to furniſh the very Markets to which 
we ſend our Woolen Goods. | 

5. It is not above ſeventy Years, fince France began to make Cloth +. 
Before, we uſed to ſend large Quantities of Woolen Goods thither. But 
ſince the clandeſtine Exportation of our Wool hath been carried on fo 
vigorouſly to that Country, the French King hath prohibited all our Manu- 
factures, and they are ſo far increaſed in France, that they ſend vaſt Quan- 
tities of Stuffs, Stockins, &c. to Spain, Portugal, Italy, &c. But this Pro- 


* And may not ſome other Countries, think we, be capable of equal [mprovements by the 
like Means ? 

+ What ! Foreigners make no Bays, Serges, Druggets, Perpetuanoes, without a Mixture of 
Britiſh or Iriſh Wool? We read to the contrary in the Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. See 
(Chap. 151.) Serges, of French Wool, very fine. See (Chap. 156. §. 14, 15, 16.) Perpetuanas, 
(F. 17.) Bays, (§. 19.) Crape, (F. 21.) 

| t is now about 80 Years, ſince the French ſet up certain Woolen Manufactures, under the 
Cover of Letters Patents, with Charters excluſive, for fine Cloth of Spaniſh Wool. But what is 
that to the Buſineſs of Britiſb Wool? The French were Makers of common Cloth and other 

$. Drapery, long before, For Inſtance, in z 1511, they ſent into the Dominions of the Emperor 
Maximilian in the Low Countries, as much in Value, of Woolens, as the Engliſh and Scotch both 
together did. More than that, we find that fine Cloth, of Spaniſb Wool, was a Manufacture in 

5. Frarcey, before the Year 1603, 


hibition 


Chap. 140. 


ibition of the French would do us no harm, if we could be ſo wiſe and 


ſelves. A 5 
6. Hamborough, Holland, Flanders, France, &c. are able to manufacture 


divers Sorts of Stuffs and Stockins; which makes our Manufactures a Drug 

in thoſe Parts, the Dutch and Flemings buying of us only what is wanted 

to make up proper Aſſortments; the Foreigners not yet making all Sorts Page 9. 
ſo neat as we do. But if they continue to have our Wool, in a few Years, 

they will be able to make as well as we do. It is not long fince 

the Hollanders came to be ſupplied with Woolen Goods, from ſome 

Part of the German Dominions, which are made with our Wool +, 

and are made near as good as our Stuffs. In the ſhort Space of a 

few Years, the Woolen Manufactories of the Low Countries, and ſome 

Parts of Germany, &c. are ſo improved and increaſed, by the Help 

of our Wool, that Holland is chiefly ſerved from them with theſe 
Sorts of Goods, which they mix with a few they buy from England, 

and then they call them all Engliſh * Goods, becauſe Engliſh Wool- 

en Manufactures have had the Vogue and Name for many Years 

paſt, | = 
J. Thirty of our beſt Artificers have lately gone to Denmark. The Ma- Page 10, 7. 

nufacture begun at Altena, near Hamburgh, about fix Years ago, by one 

Jobn Hudfon from Torkſhire, has now above one hundred Looms in it, for 

Stuffs, Stockins, narrow Goods, GS. 

8. At Abbeville is a large Manufactory, of fine Broad Cloths, in which Page 19. 9 
is uſed no Wool but Spaniſh. The Looms are 108. It is carried on by 
three Partners, Nephews to old Van Robaisv, who firſt begun it. They ? Se 

live in as much Grandeur as any Peers in France. But tho' there is none * i 

of our Wool uſed in this Fabrick, there is too much uſed in the Town of 

Abe ville. 1 believe there is above 1000 Looms going in this Town on 

Paragons, beſides a great many employed in Druggets, Serge, Cloth Serge, 


+ A very unlikely Story this; although it may be true that the Hellanders are ſupplied, from 
ſome Parts of Germany, with Engliſh like Goods, not only near, but full as good, as if they had 
* made of Engliſh Wool. (See Chap. 101. §. 2. Ch..153.F. 1. Ch. 168. f. 2--5.) Ch. 183. 
53.54. | | | 
* Thisis true, or it is not; if it is, could the giving of a Name to Goods, ſo far impoſe up- 
on People, that they ſhould not diſcern a Difference, if it was material? But if there is no 
material Difference between Goods, really Engliſh, and thoſe which are only fo called, to what 
Purpoſe ſerveth all this, but to ſhew that the Writer is a Well-wiſher to a Lye that has been 


often told, altho' he cannot fupport it ? 
c. 
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good to ourſelves, to keep our Wool at home, and manufa ALY our 1 : | 
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Sc. Thoſe Goods are chiefly ſent to Spain, Portugal, and Italy, and (old 
for Engliſh Goods. 

9. There is another pretty large Manufactory carried on in this Town 
by four. Partners, with good Succeſs. They make Serge Royals, Drug. 
gets, Shalloons, Cloth Serge, moſtly with Ir: and Euglih Wool. As 


near as I could learn, there are about three 300 Wool Combers in this 


Page 24. 


Page 25. 


Page 26. 


Page 27. 
H. 16. Note, 


b See alſo 
§. 14+ 


Town; and a great deal of Wool, combed here, is ſent to Amiens; at 
which Place is made a great many Silks and Stuffs in Imitation of thoſe at 
Norwich, Thoſe Goods are generally mixed with our Wool; but the finer 
Sort made of all Engliſb or Iriſh Wool, mixed with Silk, Mohair, &c. 

10. At Montdidre in Picardy, within theſe two Years, is a Factory et 


up; and yet they could not carry on their old ones, if they were not fur- 


niſhed with Engliſb and Ir:/þ Wool. 

11. At St. Omers is a ManufaQtory of Cloth, increaſed within theſe ſeven 
Years, double what it was before. There are 350 Looms, beſides Stockin- 
Frames. They make Hoſe very good, ſome of all“ our Wool, ſome are 
mixed with about half their own. In the making of their Duroys, Sagathies, 
Druggets and Serges, they mix about one Third of our Wool, and two 
thirds of their own, and make their Goods much ſtronger and heavier 
than we do ours in the ſame Kind. Their fine Cloth is all Spaniſb Wool. 
The ſecond is about half Engliſb, and half their own Wool; the coarſe is 
made of all their own Wool, and worn by the Poor of their Neig nhbour- 
hood. 7 

12. At Liſle they make ſome broad and narrow Cloths, and a few Drug- 
gets, but vaſt Quantities of Stuffs and Stockins. There are near 1000 
Looms employed in making Camblets; ſome Ell wide, ſome three Quar- 
ters; all made of Engliſb or Iriſh Wool; and a much greater Number with 
mixed Wool, in making the ſame Sort of Goods. Beſides, a great many 
hundred Looms are employed in making Callimancoes and ſeveral Sorts of 
Worſted Stuffs. They comb a great deal of Wool in this Town; but 
ſend more to St. Paul and Fruge; where it is combed, ſpun, doubled, and 
twiſted for them. One Madam Diſſobbes, a great Manufacturer at Life, 


* This ſingle Inſtance b (which. will be confirmed by other Teſtimonies) is ſufficient to over- 
turn all that is ſaid touching the great Advantages to be made from Ergliſ Wool, by mixing it 
wit French particulatly : Becauſe was that true, the French would be more than mad Men, to 
work up any Engliþ Wool alone, in doing which, they could have but the ſingle Benefit of ther 


Labcur; whereas by working it up, mixed with their own, the Benefit would be mere than treble 
to that of common Labour. 
«a told 


- 
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told me, that in all Callimancoes and Camblets, they uſe more or leſs Eng- 
% Wool, and could not do without our Wool +. f 


13. Turcoin is well ſtored with Woolen Manufaftory ; many thouſand page 30, gt. 


Hands there, are employed in combing, ſpinning, &c ; and the greateſt 

Part of the Wool wrought up there, is either 1r:/þ or Engliſh, brought by 

the Way of Holland. I was told by the riding General of the Cuſtoms of 

this Town, that there is fourteen Perſons there, that make Wool-Combs, 

tho' I ſuppoſe they do not wholly depend on that particular Branch of Bu- 

fineſs ; if they did, there muſt be a vaſt Number of Wool-Combers in that 
Neighbourhood; for there is but two Wool. comb Makers in this great 

City of London. 

14. At Roubaix, four or five Miles from Turcoin, and at Lanay, four page 22. 

Miles from Raubaix, they employ many hundreds of Hands in making fine 


Callimancoes, Camblets, &c. the fineſt, all © of Engliſd or Iriſh Wool; a .f. 12. Nee. 


great Number mixed with our Wool and theirs, I have named but three 
Towns ; but the whole Country (like the Weſt of England) abounds with 
Combers, Spinners, Weavers, &c. and theſe all well cloathed, and their 
Families. And, as the Caſe ſtands at preſent, it is my Opinion, that the page 34. 
French have all the Wool they have Occaſion of, from us, for nothing ; that 
is, they pay the Owlers for it with Wines, Teas, Brandies, Cc. 

15. Tournay has a ſmall Manufacture of Silk and Worſted Stuffs, and Page 35. 
Stockins made of Engliſh or Iri/h Wool. At Bridges is a great Manufactory 
of broad Seys; ſome few made of all their own Wool, but many more 
of our Wool, and their own mixed. I was told by one that was twenty- 
five Years in the Sey-making Trade, he had his Wool drawed through 
the Comb in England; and that it came to him from London; and he ſaid 
ſo long as he could find Money, be never ſhould want Engliſh Wool, 

16. At Liege are made ſeveral Sorts of Stuffs, but principally Seys and Page 43. 
Shalloons, which are ſent white to Holland; and in Return, they take ſome 
of our Engliſh long fine Wool, to make their Warp for their fine Seys and 
Shalloons. But the chief Aſſortment is a middling Shalloon, heavier than 
ours, of the ſame Quality; which makes the Hallanders and Flemings chuſe 
them before ours. At Antwerp, a few fine Hoſe and Stuffs are made Part 


+ AMorc or leſs, &c. 1 ſhould be glad to ſee this Northamptonſhire Moolen Manuf. cturer explain 
himſelf touching this Sentence, fo as to anſwer the Purpoſe of his Argument, and ſatisfy any one 
E will give himſelf the Trouble of conſulting, for a ſingle Moment, his, own Reaſon and 


nſes. | 
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Page 55. 


Page 52. 


Page 53. 


25. 12. 
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of Engliſh, Part of their own Country Wool. At Middleborcugb in Zealand. 
inghſh Wool ready combed, and Engliſh Worſted and Yarn are prohibited 
Goods, liable to be confiſcated “; though ſometimes they get Wool from 
Scot and in the Fleece, as I was there informed. | | 
17. At Loden, is made a great deal of Broad Cloth, all with Spaniſb Wool, 
alſo ſome Draps, mixed with ſome of ours, and ſome Spaniſh Wool. About 
thirty Years ago, they had upwards of nine hundred Looms ; and now 
there is but four hundred. But the Merchants of this Place employ ſix 
hundred Broad Looms at T:/borough ; fo that upon the Whole, they have 
increaſed their Trade about one Tenth more than it was thirty Years ago. 
The Hoellanders purchaſe Wool from. Spain, Portugal, England, Germany, 
Hamborough, and ſeveral other Places; and being very curious. Sorters, they 
take Care to do it well; and when ſo done, they ſend not only Worſted, 
but ſome of the Wool to Germany, and ſeveral other Places that they buy 
Wool from themſelves. But the Exgliſb and Iriſb Wool is a Support of all 
the Wool + they buy for combing; that being a thick, fine, full, long, 
ſtrong, Staple, and is fit for mixing with other Wool, ſuch as German, 
French, Flemiſh, and Holland Wool. 
18. Many Towns in England might be named, where the Trade is in a 
manner loſt, But ſome may ſay, the Trade has only ſhifted from one Part 
to another in the Kingdom. This is not the Caſe ; but it is returned back to 
France and Flanders. Our Trade, in ſeveral important Branches, is conſidera- 
bly decreaſed. This is owing to Wool run from England and Ireland. And 
even the Land-holder finds the Inconvenience thereof, by the preſent low 
Price of Wool 3. Of which we may be convinced by a plain Matter of Fact, 
namely, the flouriſhing State cf Trade, the high Price of Wool, and Wages to 
the Poor too, which we found to be the Effect of the Plague at Marſeilles. Our 


Can it be imagined, that Exgliſb Wool is ſo great a Jewel to all the manufacturing World 
beſides; and vet that its being ſpun, or ſo much as combed, ſhould fo far change its Nature, 
and make it ſo very obnoxious to any Place, as to render it confiſcated? For what tho' the 
Province cf Zealand has, beſides good Wool of its own, many Combers and Spinners employed! 
don't the Dutch avoid, more than any People, Prohibitions of all Kinds? and don't they know 
how to make Merchandize of whatever is marketable? And therefore is not the Truth of this 
Article to be Coubted ? and does it not bring, if not the Author's Veracity, yet his Knovic'g? 
and Judgment both into Queſtion ? might not Madam Diſſobbes d impoſe upon and banter ? 

+ The Spfort of all the Wael, &c. Another dark Expreflion, which wants to be clear? 7, 
for the Satisfaction of any Perſon, who conſiders at all, and is not endued with a Roman Fo 1”. 

bis was true with a Witneſs: Wool was fold at this Time, for leſs Silver than was cue! 
the ancient Price, in 1581, and for leſs Silver by one third at leaſt, than it actually did fell lor 
in that Year 1581. (See Chap. a3. P. S.) | 

3 Wool 
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Wool was then one Third ꝓ more in Value, than it is now; we had a cur- 
rent Demand for all the Goods we manufactured, notwithſtanding the fo- 
reign Demand for Wool ceaſed, and all the Wool and Yarn of Ireland was 
brought to us, becauſe it could not be run abroad, From hence it's evi- 
dent, we could work up and fell the Woolen Produce of both Kingdoms, | F 
if the foreign Markets were not ſtocked with Goods manufactured by our | 
Neighbours ; which that Calamity prevented in France ; and at that Time, [1 
the Manufactures of Flanders, &c. was not come to any Maturity. 

19. Such a plain evident Fact as this, muſt convince every impartial Per- 
ſon, that if our Wool could be effectually ſecured to ourſelves, the Price of 
it muſt riſe, as it is certain it did, when the Demand for it was ſtopped by 
the aforeſaid Occurrence. | . 

20. It has been imagined by ſome, that the prohibiting the Wear of Cal- 
licoes about the ſame Time, occaſioned this proſperous Juncture of the 
Woolen Trade; but this will appear to be only Imagination, if we confider Page 57. 
two Circumſtances ; the one is, that no ſooner were Callicoes out of Uſe in 
England, but they were immediately ſent to our foreign Plantations, and 
many other Places, where our Woolen Goods had been formerly wore ; ſo 
that we ſent Callicoes inſtead of Woolen Goods abroad, though we wore, 
for a little while, Callicoes inſtead of Woolen Goods at . home. We were 
far from gaining any Advantage to the Woolen Trade thereby. The other 
Circumſtance is ; had the Prohibition of Callicoes influenced the Demand, 
it would have been confined to ſuch Stuffs as are peculiar to the Women's 
Wear; whereas the Demand was univerſal, for Stuffs, Cloth, Hoſe, and all 
Sorts of Woolen Goods ; which indeed proves we are undermined by Fo- 
reigners in every Branch of our Manufacture; which could never be hurt, 


had we but ſome effectual Method found out to keep our Wool from 
them. 


ü Had our Author ſtopp'd here, he had ſaid nothing but the Truth, in Regaid to the Price of 
Wool; which was one third more at the, Time of the Plague breaking out at Marſeilles, than 
in this, Year, 1739. But whereas he adds, «this was an Advance occaſioned by that Incident, 6. 1 
ſuch Addition is a direct Falſchood ; for Wool did not advance at that Time; but, on the 9: 
contrary, it fell; and did ſo, moſt probably, becauſe, as he ſays, all, or however a greater Share 
than uſual, of the Wool and Yarn of Ireland, was brought to England, (See Chap. 174-) 
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21, The Caſe above alſo proves, it is not the Yarn or Wool from Ireland 
can hurt * us, if we ſecure them from our Neighbours ; 'tis the Exportation 
thereof that lowers the Price here ; for every Pack they obtain from us, 
in common, works up two of their own. Sothat ſuppoſe a Pack of Wool 
makes ten Pieces in England, theſe ten Pieces are ſent to the Market abroad. 
But if Foreigners get this Pack of Wool, by mixing it with two of their 
own, it produces thirty Pieces in the ſame Markets ; this gluts the Markets 

8 abroad, and ſinks the Price of Wool at home, and nothing elſe. 


Se. Ch. 126. # The Cafe truly ſtated, proves, contrary to the Aſſertion of this Writer, that the Wool and 
F. 31. Yarn of Ireland did, at this very Period, (172024) fhurt the Price of Engliſb Wool and Yarn 
Chap. 174. jn England. And there is all imaginable Reaſon to think, that on this very Account it was, 


§. 18. namely, for the Sake of keeping down the Price of Engliſh Wool and Yarn, (for ſurely they 
8 C could not but think them, the former eſpecially, low enough at this Time,) that the Manufac- 
Þ 8 h. 142. tyrers were ſo very ſolicitous to carry a Bill, for taking off the Duty on Ir/þ Yarn imported; in 


which they ſucceeded, before the Concluſion of this Year 1739 ; g a Point that had been la- 

5* boured almoſt inceſſantly h;, for near ten Years together. | 

K. 7. Nete. Upon the Whole, though this Writer has given us a View, and that but an imperfect one, of 
hap. 126. only a ſmall Part of the French Woolen ManufaQturies, yet there is Reaſon enough to conclude 

J 3. Nete. from his Account of the ſame, and of the ſeveral Woolen ManufaQturies he has mentioned, of 
* 133 16. Flanders and Holland, that either the Prohibition on Engliſh and Iriſh Wool is not ſo neceſlary, a6 


Note. is commonly imagined, or elſe that it does not at all anſwer the pretended Purpoſe, of confining it 


Chap. 127. 60 England and Ireland. 
20, 21. 


hap. 131. 
§. 10. 
Chap. 133. 
9. 9. 
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nne . 


A ſhort Aecount of the State of our Wooden Manufuctures 
from the Peace of Ryſwick (1697) to this Time (1739) their 
former flouriſhing, and their preſent ruinous, Condition ; 
ſhewing, that they always flouriſhed when France could not 
get our Woot, but declined in Proportion to the Quantities 
of oux Wool exported ; 


To which is added, 


An effetual Scars to prevent the Exportation of ous Woot, 
by an Univerſal Regiſter. London: Printed 1739. 


Dedicated to the Lord Mayor and Aldermen of London: 
By Samuel Webber. 
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My Lord and Gentlemen, | | 


H E Exportation of our Wool to France is the chief Cauſe of our 9 , 
Weakneſs, and their Strength. An effectual Remedy for this fa- p. 4—5, 
tal Evil has been often ſtudied, but never before invented. I here offer you 

[.4 Scheme] which I may venture to call an effectual one, by the Help of 

which I undertake to bring, from Foreigners, into the Treaſury, a Million 

yearly ; and, into the Intereſt of Land aud Trade, above ſeven Millions ; ſo- 

that the King and his Subjects have loſt above ſixty Millions; and France 

has gained twice as much, by my Scheme's not being accepted, when I of-- 

fered it near nine Years ago, recommended by the Hands of above 600,000 
Traders.. His Majeſty, when I applied to him, was moſt graciouſly pleaſed: 

to give Directions to the Attorney General, to report or form a Charter; but 

an Act of Parliament being thought to be neceſſary, I have ever ſince been 
making a fruitleſs Application for ſuch an Act, though my Scheme is ſo- 1 
greatly beneficial to his Majeſty and. the Nation. | 1 


A ſport: 
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Page 4. 
Mr. Web- 


ber's Narra- 


Nv. 


Page 5. 
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fort Narrative, in ſome Letters, 
LETTER L 


2. I ſhall not go back further than my own Knowledge and Experience 
can carry me, as far as the Peace of Ryſwrick (1697) at which Time I was 
an Apprentice *, and a Witneſs to the flouriſhing Condition of our Woolen 
Manufactories; of the vaſt Demand for our Goods, and of the Flow of 
Spaniſh and other Gold in this Nation. At this Time, Woor yielded the 
Sheep Maſter from 12 to 14 and 16/. a Pack. And from hence I would 
obſerve two Things, in Anſwer. to two Objections that I have heard made 
againſt my Scheme for preventing the Exportation of Wool unmanufac. 
tured, viz. 1. That we might find Hands to manufacture our own Wool 
at home. 2. That we might have from abroad, a Demand for all the 
manufactured Goods that we could ſpare. 

3. There are as many, and I believe many more, People in the Nation 
now, than there were then, that might be employed in our Manufacturies. 
The Nature of our Goods, and the Wants of Foreigners for ſuch Goods, 
would be the ſame. So that were there proper Care taken to prevent the 
Exportation of our Wool, and proper Means uſed for manufacturing it our- 
ſelves, we ſhould recover thoſe Markets, which being formerly ſupplied 
with our Manufactures, are now filled with others. But if we do, as we 
may do, prevent the Exportation of Wool, we ſhall put it out of the Power 
of Foreigners to make thoſe Goods, and conſequently oblige them to buy them of 
US, 


LETTTuxuR II, 


4. The Year before the Peace of Ryſwick, the Engliſb, jealous leſt Ireland 
by being able to work Woolen Goods cheaper than they could do, would 
by that Means ſupplant them in foreign Markets, took the following Occa- 
fion + to cramp their free Trade with other Nations, vig. England having 
reduced Treland at the Expence of nine Millions, and reſtored to the Pro- 
teſtants their Eſtates there, it was agreed that Ireland, inſtead of bearing any 


* In Courfe, a competent Judge of the general State of the Engliþ Woolen Trade. 
+ Mr. Webber, about this Matter, is not only miſtaken as to the Time, but in Regard to other 
Circumſtances. (See the whole Affair, Chap. 82, 83, 84, 85. alſo Chap. 126.) 


Proportion 


Chap. Kt. MEMOTRS or WOOL, &. 
Proportion of that Charge, ſhould lay a Tax of four Shillings a Pound on all 
Woolen Goods exported to. foreign Markets. | 
5. Upon this, England became fearful that the Triſh not havin, as : be- 
fore, the Opportunity of the foreign Trade, might prejudice the Eg 
Manufactures, by importing Folen Goods to England, cheaper than we 
could make them here. And therefore they prohibited the Importation of 
Woolen Goods from Ireland, except only to the five Wool Ports; and ſub- 
jetted all fuch' Goods to Duties laid on them by antecedent Acts. 
6, What now could the Iriſh do ? Not having proper Vent for thaw ma- 
nufactured Goods, they were glad to ſeek out for foreign Cuſtomers for 
their unmanufactured Wool. France took this Opportunity of getting 
Wool combed, from the Vi The Method was, by ſkrewing it into 
Caſks, with Shot covered with Butter, in Order to reduce it to a proper 
Weight. And as the French thus got Wool, ſo upon diſbanding the Army 
at the Peace of Ryſwick, of whom ſeveral Soldiers had been brought up to | | 
the Woolen Trade, they got uſeful Hands to affiſt in the Work, and ingeni- [} 
"ous Heads to inſtru& and manage them. | 
7. This was the Beginning of the Growth of their Manufadturies, and of "= 
the Decreaſe of ours. Their Goods at foreign Markets leſſened the De- 3 
mand for ours, and lowered the Price ſo much, that Wool fell from 14 and 
16 to ꝙ and 11 J. a Pack, 
Soon after this ©, a War enſued, and the French were at a Loſs for Wool; 30 viz, in i 
they had little or none but what they took with their Privateers. I was at 0793, 485 
that Time in Trade for myſelf, and had conſiderable Dealings, fo that I 
was a Judge of the then State of our Conſumption, and the Price of 
Goods. 
9. We had at this Time ( 1703) to ourfelves, the cloathing of art Tur 
KNOWN WoRLD, except thoſe with whom we were at War. Goods were 
demanded as faſt as we could make them. We had our own Price for 
them ; and Wool roſe again from g and 11, to 12 and 14 L à Pack. 
10. I defire the Reader to bear one Thing in Mind all the Way, that not 
only the Demand for our Goods abroad was greateſt, but the Price, of them, 
and of unmanufaBured Wool, was higheſt, when the leaſt Wool was exported 
_unmanufaRtured. - | 1h k 
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LzrT+zx II. - 


11. As Tobſerved, the War which hindered the French from having any 
Quantities of our Wool, raiſed the Price of it at home, and increaſed the 
Demand from abroad, for our marufaFured Goods; and the Demand con- 
tinued for three or four Years, ſo that we had a Sale for ALL that we made; 
but then, about 1707, the Prices of our Goods ſunk ; and Wool was fallen, 
from twelve and fourteen, to nine and eleven Pounds a Pack. I could not 
immediately diſcern the Cauſe of this Fall, but ſoon found that by Means of 
French Paſſes to be had for 3 J. each, from an Agent, as I remember at Edin- 
burgh, Merchants were fallen into a Method of carrying Wool plentifully to 
France; and which explained to me the Reaſon of its falling (in 1709) to 
8 J. 105. and 9. a Pack. 

| 12. By theſe Methods, as well as by Captures, the French got a Quantity 
| of our Wool, to mix with their coarſe Wool (not worth above 2 J. f or 
|, Chap. 162. 2 J. 105, a Pack,) ſo that they were able, at a cheaper Rate, to ſupply fo- 
| S 7.1 reign Markets which uſed to buy our Goods, Thus ſtood the State of our 
Wool and Woolen Manufacturies, in Great Britain, about the Year 1712. 
| And thus it continued to decline, 'till the Plague broke out in France ; at 
BE . - which Time, Wool was fallen to 7 or 7 J. 10 s. a Pack. 
| 13. From 1712, to this Period 1719, or thereabouts, beſides the Wool 
| exported wholly unmanufactured, Numbers, Thouſands of Combers were em- 
| ployed (a great many of them I myſelf knew perſonally) by the Papiſts in 
| Ireland ; which [combed Wool] they ſent to France ; and if any happened 
| to be ſeized by inferior Officers, it was as conſtantly diſcharged, and ſuffer'd 
to go abroad. But the Plague above-mentioned, put a Stop to all Inter- 
| | courſe with France ; during which Time, while they could get none of 
þ | ouUR Wool, it roſe from 7, and 7 J. 10 5. a Pack, to 11 and 12 J. a Pack. 
| 
| 
| 


12 — 


— — —— 0 — n n. — ”—_ — 
* 
* 


Our Goods were again called for, as faſt as we could make them; and we 
ſold them at wu ATE VER PRICE we thought fit to ſet upon them, Tuxer 
are UNDENIABLE FACTS, and THESE FACTS UNDENIABLY SHEW, not only 
the TRUE Cauſes of the Decay of our Trade, but the CERTAIN Method by 
which it may be redeemed. 

14. Thus have I brought down my thort Narrative of the Riſe and Fall 
of the Price of Mool; of the Growth and Decreaſe of the Woolen Trade, 


to the ceaſing of the Plague. After the Plague was over, and 3 
Wit 
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with France renewed, our Wool ſunk again from 11 and 12/7. a Pack; and 


has ſince been gradually ſinking, till it is now fallen to 4./. 105. or 5/1. a Pack. 


For Wool has been exported in much greater Quantities for ſeveral Years 
laſt paſt, chiefly occaſioned by the Connivance or Neglect of Officers; and 


it is computed, that at this Time, France has of our Wool Yearly, 300,000 
Packs; from which Computation I can demonſtrate, that they get Yearly, 
while we loſe Yearly the getting of 8,000,000/. But if, according to Cal- 
culations formerly made, Great Britain and Ireland produce Yearly 800,000 
Packs of Wool, which I believe is true; then France has Yearly from us 
500,000 Packs of Wool. What ſhews my Calculation to be right, is this; 
I ſuppoſe no Body imagines any of our Wool to be deſtroyed. What is 
not manufactured at home, is ſold to Foreigners. There can be no more 


manufactured, than what is combed, and ſcribbled, and carded ; but there 
are not now a third Part of the Number of Combers, Scribblers, and Carders, 


in England and Jreland, which we had in the Year 1698; and even that 
ſmall Number has not full Employment. From hence judge of the preſent 
flouriſhing State of the Woolen ManufaQturies of our Enemies the French, 
and of the Riches ariſing to them from their Trade. The deplorable Condi- 
tion of our own Manufacturies, with the dreadful Conſequences of their De- 
cay, it is very melancholy, but neceſſary to conſider, as it is timely to repair. 


LETTER IV. 


15. If Wool was fold, at home, for 14 and 161. a Pack, when our 
Trade was in a flouriſhing Condition; and has continued to riſe and fall, 
ever ſince, regularly, in Proportion to the Exports of our manufactured 
Goods; the preſent low Price of it ſhews the great Decay of our Trade. 
As I obſerved, it now ſells, unleſs it be ſuch as is made fit for manufactur- 
ing (and that may fetch 61.) for 51. and 4 J. 10. per Pack; from whence it 
is evident, that we have not one third Part of our Wool manufactured at 
home, or one third Part of the Quantity of Goods carried to foreign Mar- 
kets, which we formerly had; and might have again carried thither, if the 
Exportation of our unmanufactured Wool was effectually prevented. 

16. But, which is the worſt of all, That the French get the Trade 
which we loſe, is undeniable ; becauſe, whenever we have been at Variance 
with them, and they could not get our unmanufactured Wool, our Trade 
has been quick and great. Theſe Facts already cited in this Narrative I 
know to be true. And therefore, in the Room of Officers, who, beſides 

Vor, II. O | | their 
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their Liableneſs to Corruption, are very expenſive to the Nation, I haye 
offered my Scheme of an univerſal Regiſtry, 


A Scheme to prevent the Exportation of unmann fuctured Wool. 


14 | 17. It is humbly propoſed, 1. That a Regiſtry be eſtabliſhed in every 
| | Ar. Web- Pariſh throughout Great Britain and Ireland, The Officer for that Pur- 


ber's Scheme, 
r's Scheme vold 16 be as ſhall be thought proper by Parliament, The Charge of 


i 
| regiſtering, from one Pack to any Number, if one Man's Property, to be 
| but Two-pence, and for Permit, Two-pence. 2. All Sheep Maſters in 
| | Hours after Sheering their CS. on Pain of ſhall repair to the Re- 
| giſter of the Pariſh, and give a true Account of the Number of Fleeces and 
| the Weight, &c. to be regiſter'd to his Account, with a Duty of 55. a 
| Pound (which is about the Value “ of the Labour to manufacture it) and 
| there remain chargeable till ſold; and before the Property is altered, on Pain 
| of to Buyer or Seller, to repair to the Regiſter's Office of that Pariſh where 
1 bought, and regiſter it to the Buyer's Account, with the ſame Duty, diſ- 
charging the former Proprietor; and if altered out of the Pariſh, to take the 
( Regiſter's Permit : And ſo from Hand to Hand, as bought and ſold, 'till it is 
| ; made appear that it is thoroughly manufactured, and then to be fully diſ- 
1 charged. 3. All Felmongers to do in like manner . 


_ —— 
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Mr. Webber's Narrative examined. 


R. Webber, in his ſeveral Letters, of the foregoing Chapter, under- 

N takes to give @ Hiſtory, from his own Perſonal Knowledge, of the Price 
of Mool in England, and of the State of the Engliſh Moolen Trade, from the 
Peace of Ryſwick ( 1697) to the Year 1739 and in order to be the more clear and 
circumſtantial, has divided that Tradt of Time into ſeven diſtinét Periods; 1. 
At, or rather before the Peace of Ryſwick. 2. From the Peace of Ryſwick 70 
tbe breaking out of the ſecond French War (1702). 3. From 1702 to 1707. 
4. From 1707 to 1512. 5. From 1712 to the breaking out of the Plague in 


* Will Mr. Velber, as a Manufacturer, ſay, that this is any Thing near the Caſe upon a 

Medium? (See Ch. 132. F. 5. Note.) | 
+ This is the Subſtance of Mr. Webber's Scheme of Regiſtry ; the reſt is Form, or the Me- 
thod of (xecuting it; in which there ſeems to be no Thought taken concerning the proper Proof, 
from Time to Time, of Wool being thoroughly manufactured; which is the grand * ail, 
| nce. 


| | | 
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France, 6. During the Tme of the Plague there. 7. From the ceaſing of "1 | 
the Plague in France to the Year 1739. 3 
From the ſuppoſed Occurrences of which ſeveral Periods, be has laid 3 one 
Maxim as an invariable T ruth : * That the Price of Wool in England has, 8 
« conſtantly roſe and fallen regularly, in Proportion to the Exports of our 9. 15. 
manufactured Goods. 
I propoſe to examine his Narrative, according to the ſeveral Periods into which | 
be has divided it, and to put his ſeveral Aſſertions fo the Proof; whence it may "I (1 
he judged, whether he really formed bis Hypotheſis (as he ſays) upon his own | | 
Knowledge and Obſervation of the FaQts by bim alledged, or whether he inyent- i] 
ed thoſe Facts, to ſerve a favourite Hypotheſis of his own, 


Nu MB. I. 


Firſt Period, vis. At the Peace of Ryſwick, i. e. e. (to make Senſe of 25 
during the firſt French War. 
1. Mr. Webber's firſt Aſſertion. Little or no Wool was exportedi, _ i See Ch. 141. 
2. For Proof, The Reader may be pleaſed to turn back to certain Paſſages 9 6 7: 

in this Collection, cotemporary with the Events here mentioned by Mr. 

Webber; and which therefore may be looked upon as Evidence very fit to 

be confronted with his Teſtimony; altho' he undertakes to give the lame, 

not from otbers, but of bis own Knowledge, 

3. The Statutes 1 W. and Mk. c. 32. for tbe better preventing the & k Ch, 74. 
tation of Wool, recites, That former Laws in this Caſe had not been duty 9 3 

* obſeryed ; but that great Quantities of Wool had been exported through 

Neglect of Officers, &c, 

4. Mr. Cate , Tho' the French had aſſiſted the Viſb above three Years Ch EK. 

« [after the Revolution] yet it way be a Queſtion, whether they did not?; 
gain more by their Trade with Irelang for Wools, Gc. than their Ex- 

* pence, for carrying on the War againſt the Engliſb, amounted to. 

5. The Author of the Tract intitled, The Linen and Woolen Manufa#ory 
 dſcourſed (169 1 w) aſſigns for one Reaſon of a then ſuppoſed Deeay in the = Ch. 75: 
Woolen Trade of England, the Increaſe of the Woolen Manufacture s, 
in neighbouring Countries, by the Help of Exgliſ̃ʒ and 1ri/þ Woor, 

and was of Opinion, that the way to retrieve that Trade, would be, 

to prevent the Exportation of Wool; which, though to that Time not 
effecled, yet, he thought, might be done, 

O 2 6. Ano- 
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® Ch. 76. 6. Another Author, in 1694", © The firſt Grievance, I humbly offer to 
a c Conſideration, is, the Exportation of Wool to France and Holland; which 
Practice is fo well known, that I need not ſpend Time to make any Dif. 
a covery ; whilſt of 3000 Packs of long Wool, ſuppoſed to grow annually 
in Rumney Marſh, it is credibly believed, that 2000 of them are Carried 
into France.” 
*$. 14. Note, 7. The Statute 7, 8 Will. III. c. 28. viz. Anno 1695, for the more effefual 

preventing the Exportation of Wool, and for encouraging the Importation there. 
of from Ireland, recites, that notwithſtanding former Laws, the Exporta- 
tion of Wool was ſtill continued. 
p Ch. 78. 8. The Statute 9, 10 Will. III. c. 40.?. viz, Anno 1697, (the Year of the 
F. 5. Note, 
Peace of Ryſawwick) for the Explanation and better Execution of former... Afts 
made againſt Tranſportation of Wool, recites, that notwithſtanding ſeveral 
* Laws made to prevent the Exportation of Wann yet dr N the 
* ſaid Exportation was NOTORIOUSLY CONTINUED.” 
ch. 85. 9. A. D. 1698-9 . Upon the Report of a Committee {Sir Rowland Gwyn 
$. 6. Note, Chairman) the Commons reſolved, © that a deſtructive clandeſtine Trad: 
had been carried on DURING THE Wax, and that the ſame Veſſels which 
imported Alamodes and Luteſtrings, exported GREAT eden or 


Wool. de 
„Ch. 88. 10. During the late Warr, one Roach of Taugbal, bow nine Ships 
8.7. © laden with Wool, Gc. into the Port of Nontæ; at another n four 


* Ships laden with Wool, Cc. at the ſame Port.“ 
11. A. D. 1695, 1696. * I had an Office. that occaſioned my being 

© alternately on our South Coaſts oppoſite to France, from Kent to Cornual; 
and in all theſe Countries, tho in Time of War, I found Plenty of French 
Wine and Brandies, &c. and was credibly informed that Wool paid for 
itz and I perceived that French Paſſes were oly to be e had i in Time of 
« War. 
The pernicious Practice diſcovered, of fel * Wool to Foreigners, &c. 
printed 1743. (p. 2.) 


12. Mr. Webber's ſecond Aſſertiun. The Woolen Manufacturies were in 

a very flouriſhing Condition, during this Period, of the firſt War with 

„Ch. 141. Frances, 
BY 13. Proof: Dr. Dovenant, in his Eſay on the Eaſt India Trade ( 1 5 
| 1696-7 


3 
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1696—7) ſays, © there * happening of late a great Call for Woolen Manu- * Chap. 79. 
factures, Cc. 1 " 

14. The Interruption which the: War brought to the Tillage,” Labour 

and ManufaQtures of other Countries, Roa a EI bows from OT 

for our Commodities.” WEEDS 
Davenant of the ui Revenues 1693. Part 1. pag: 220. 'P too - ” * 


c Not only now, but during the __ War, our Product . Mane- 
e — have ſold well at home and abroad. Part 2. pag. 56. bs 


16, [During the War] © The Landlord received his Rent duly, the Far- 
mer ſold the Product of his Land at a high Rate. Woor, Ge. bore a 
© great Price, and, which was of Conſequence, the Manufactures of the 
0 Kin gdom went on ne Na 7 86. 


17. Mr. Webber” s third {erties Woot, in \ this: Period, jeded tho 


18. Proof ; Beſides what. we have ſeen from Dr. Davenant($. 16, v r- 

dition favours this Account, in regard to ſome Part of King William's Reign. 

And as that appears not to have been the Caſe, after the Peace of Ryfioich, S. 

ſo it is to be concluded, that Wool was at the higheſt Price in England, no- i 
minally at leaſt, during the firſt War, and that, for the following Reaſons, © © © © 

| beſides the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool, as already ſhewn, ui. 1. The. $. 3—::. 
great Havock made of the Sheep in Ireland, during the War there (1688-917) y Chap. 82. 
2. An extraordinary Rot, probably, in England ( Anno 1692) 3. The 9 3 
bad State of the Silyer Coin „, which made a Guines equal to thirty Shil- kat - 95 
lings; and, with all _ a Competency of 1 Trade Tae and 160 4. D. 
meſtio. 554; „ _ 145 16. 
So that, in 00 to this fiſt Period, Mr. Webber <A chiefly failed, only 

in aſſerting that Wool was. not exported , >, as in after Times ; and that b Chap, 141. 
therefore 1 it was dear, viz. from 12 to 14 nd 16 J. a Pack. Whereas there $- 6, 7. 

is more room to think that it was . as one "ys by reafmn of its n 80 
MUCH n, 


* © The Product of our Lands hath bore a very n Price * 8 eight Year 
. ba oops , occaſioned by the Badneſs of our Coin, &c.” (See Chap. 86, F. 1.) 


Wool, &c 6. IM 10. Note. 
„ 166.) * Wo. 403 fn 
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Sheep Maſter from 12 to 14 and 16 l. a Pack «“ |, e "ag 10. 


ne Gold, and Badneſs of our Silver Coin J, did & - 4d aa Ser Ch. 76. 
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© Chap. 141. 
§. 6, 7. 

d Ne. 1. 
§. 411. 


e See Chap. 
50, 51, Se. 


Chap. 141. 


N. 7. 


5 Chap. 87. 
§. 4. Note. 


k Chap. 141. 
& 7. 


Chap. 84. 
§. 23. 


| 35 Period: 2 the Peace of * (1697) to Ve" ue out 
of the ſecond French War (1902.,) 


France, was not a new Practice at this Period, nor the Woolen ManufaQure 


contrary. 1. The Woolen Exports from England (1699) amounting : to 


Year #743; (the Time of the Britiſh Merchants writiag,) and which Year 
therefore was pitched upon, to ſhew in the ſtrongeſt Light, the Advantages 
to England} by prohibiting Trade with France. 
by the Britiſh Merchant, that after * the Peace of Ryſwick, the Demand for 


12 fl. per Pound, upon an Average. A Pamphlet, dated in the fame Year 
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1. Mr. Webber's firſt Aſjertion : FRANCE © getting Wool and Hands from 
Ireland, it was the Beginning. of the Growth of their Manufacturies. 
2. Proof : It has appear'd already 4, that the Runnage of Wool to 


a new Buſineſs there.. | 
3. Mr. Webber's ſecond: Arien 9 * Pre Walken Trade de- 
© © clined?. ING "0 
4. Prodf : There have occurred Cow od paltive Toltimonice to the 


2,932,292 J. 17 5. 6 d. which exceeded all that were before or after, to the 


2. We are further aſſured 


* our Woolen Goods was then fo great in Spain ¶ particularly] that Calcheſter 
Hays roſe from 17 d. to 23 d. per Ell“ Again (ſays he) let any one 
* look back to the Peace of Ryſwicł, and he will find, that natwithftanding 
wwe had been in Amity with Spain duting that War, and carried on a 
Trade with forme Difficulty, by Convoys and Runners; yet, on that Peace, 
* as ſoon as we were able to go free, and Freight and Inſurance were eaſy 
* and reaſonable, all TT vl Pogue: for the en Markets, advanc d 
conſiderably.“ 
5. Mr. Webber's third Aſertion Wool fell ink 1 16 tog and 117. 
6 Pagk.! ©! HOT TNT 23 

6. Prof: Dr. Dovenant, in his Diſcourſe of the public Revenues, dated 
1698 (Part 2. pag: 413) eſtimates the Weol of "England at 28 . per Tod, or 


A 


* 


16981, comtalnin g, * The Subſlance of the Arguments offered, at the Bar of 
* the Houſe of Lords, for and againſt the Bill for probibiting the Expor tation 

© of Weolen Mans facture from Ireland to foreign Parts,” in an Eſtimate, 
which we are to ſuppoſe was offered at the Bar of the Houſe on that Occa- 


ſion (and with a View to repreſent the Difference, at that Time, —_— the 
3 rice 
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Price of Engliſh Wool in England, and of Iriſh Wool in Ireland, and how 
much cheaper the latter was than the ſormer) makes 9 d. a Pound the then 
medium Price of Engliſʒ Wool in England, But the aforementioned Book 
of Dr. Davenant's, from which I tranſcribe, though dated 1698, appeats/by 
1 written Memorandum, to have been preſented by the Author, To Redert 
Harley, Eſq; Jan. 14, 1697. And in the Body of the Book it is ſaid to 
have been wrote about the Months of September and October preceding. | 
So that upon the whole, we may conclude, that in 1698 (when the Af- il 
fair of the Iri/þ Woolen Manufacture was before the Houſe of Lords) ꝙ d. | | | 
a Pound was a medium Price for Enghſþ Wool in England, as 12 J. | 

a Pound, had been, ſome little Time before. And for which Fall in the 

Price of Wool, may be aſſigned, as Reaſons, 1. The Regulation of the 

Coin; by which, Guineas had fallen to their old Value, of 21 5. 6 d. 

2. Ireland was again in full Stock. And, notwithſtanding the Woolen Ex- 

portations had increaſed, yet we ſhall prove by a ſtronger Inſtance (Ann. 
173z7—8*®) that the Price of Wool in England is not ſo much governed by = Chap, 176 
the Quantity of Woolens exported, as Mr. Webber ann it is, and as wa 1 10 

commonly imagined. 

So then, Mr. Vebber is miſtaken, in conltivg a Decay « of ee Woblen p 
Exportation Trade, and an exceſſive Exportation of Wool in the ſecond Pe- 

riod, from a z Fall i in the Feice of Wool, zern the hh. 


| 18 NGN. In. 


Third Peried, viz. From the Commencement of the ſecond French F | 
War (1502) to 1907. | | * 
1. Mr. Webber's fit Aſſtrtinn: The French were at a Loſs for Wool: 0 
They had aß, or none but what they took with their Privateers. Chap. 141, 0 | 
2. Proof : 1. A. D. 0, The Queen recommended to the Parlia- dhe, 83. N 
ment the en. the Exportation of Wool *. 2. Captain N. p in June 5. 3 |; 
1704, boing a Priſoner at St. Malo, and having the Liberty of the Town, ? I 7: 3 4 
law great Quantities of Wool brought thither. There were given to the | | 7 
Lords in Parliament, in 1704, an Account of many Ships then in the Port = 
of Rochel, Nentz, and Bourdeaux, laden with Woot, Ge. 4. Mr. Crawls, of 
Regiſter of the Court of Admiralty, had many Informations of the fame 4 
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Kind. 5. In April 1705, ſeveral Priſoners, Trifhmen, taken by Sir —_—_ 


Hence it ſeems, as if the Government did not think with Mr. Witter, __ _ Was but | 1 
little Wool exported at this Time, | | b 
; 


Byng 
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Bnyng in a French Man of War, being examined, confeſſed a conſtant Trade 

4 Chap. 89. and Practice, as is before-mentioned. 6. A Scotch Writer, F. Spruel 4 | 
§. 18. A. D. 1705, ſays, There has been no little Money exported, and paid for 
* Woor ipto England, and this again exported into Holland, beſides what is 
* exported of our own Wool; inſomuch, that I am credibly informed, that 
* thereis above 10,000 /. worth Sterling of Wool lying over the Year in 
Holland, unſold ; and yet here many is buying, and exporting it, this Year 

© alſo.” 


3. © In Ireland, Ann. 1702 to 1705, I perceived a more general and open 

* Exportation of Woot to FRANCE. 
The pernicious Practice diſcovered, of ſelling Wool to Forei gners, Ge. 
Printed 1743, (pag. 3.) 


4. Mr. Webber's ſecond Aſertion: Trade was very good i in this Period, 

Chap. 141- particularly in the Year * 1703. 
Chap. 88. 5+ Proof : The whole Exports from England, Ann. 1703 * (when accord- 
a ing to Mr. Webber, the Woolen Trade of England was at the higheſt) 
$. 4. Nete, amounted nearly, but not fully, to the whole Exports t of 1699. 
» Chap. 141. 6. Mr. Webber's third Afertion: Wool roſe again from 9 and 11 * to 12 
* 9 and 14 J. a Pack. 
7. Proof : I have not met with any poſitive Evidence touching the Price 

of Engliſh Wool in England, at this Period, except in one Inſtance (to be 
mentioned preſently) viz. in the Year 1706.—But it appears from Mr. 

» Chap. 89. Sprue! » above-mentioned (No. 3. F. 2.) that about the Years 1704 and 
Ed 1705, Wool of Scotland was ſold by the Store-Maſters there, for ꝙ and 10/. 
Scots per Stone, viz. 30, and 335. 4 d. Sterling per Tod, at 16 /6. to the 
| Stone. This, there is Reaſon to think, was an advanced Price, occaſioned, in 
5 Chap. 88. ſome Meaſure, by an Act paſſed Auguſt 1704, in the Parliament of Scot- 
Mete. land, allowing the Exportation thence of Wool and Skins. As to the ſingle 
Inſtance, of the Price of Wool in England, Ann. 1706, it was but 17 J. 64. 

y Chap. 171. per Tod, from the ſame Farm, which in 1717, had 1 J. 3 s. per Tod. 
. I So that Mr. Webber ſeems to have miſtaken Things again, in concluding 
. the Woolen Trade to have been conſiderably better in this Period, and the 
: Exportation of Wool proportionably leſs, than in the laſt; becauſe in 
ſome Part of it, Wool gave a better Price ; whereas the Woolen Trade of 

this Period, though good, was not, in all Probability, more than equal to the 

former at the beſt ; and the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool from England, 
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Chap. 42. 
by Reaſon eſpecially of the 
have exceeded, for a WO what had been — n at other 8 


Times. 


1 
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Fourth Period : From 1707 to 1712, 


1. Mr. Webber's firſt Afeertion : Merchants fell into a Method of carry- 


ing Wool plentifully into France, by French Paſſes obtained from Edin- 
burgh * . 0 Ong 141. 


Mie. adit 2. 
— 


— en 


2. Proof : 1 ſhall not ſay this is not true; but more probably it was s moſt * 
the Caſe, in the laſt foregoing Period, while England and Scotland were in 
a State of Diſagreement on many Accounts; and while the People of 
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Scotland, not being bound by the Engliſb Laws, nor entitled to the fame Pri- 
vileges with Engliſb Men, in Trade, were more at Liberty, as well as more 
inclined to make their Countsy a Back- door for the Sue of Engliſb Wool 
beyond Sea. But the Union commencing May 1, 1707 *, the Caſe was, Chap. 91. 
ſomewhat altered. We may alſo; here remember, what has been men- $. 8. Note. 
tioned before ., from a Book intitled, A Tour through Great-Britain. 9 
3. Mr. Webber's ſecond Aſertion: Wool * fell to 8 J. 10 5. and 91. a Pack. * p. 141 
4. Proof : It fell conſiderably lower. Wool, of the ſame Farm, which 
in 1706 , ſold for 175.6 d. was ſold in 1707, for but 16 s. 64. and in 1711, f Chap + iba 
for13s.*. And Wool, which upon the Peace, advanced to 18 5, was, du- N*. 1: 
ring this Period, ſunk to 15 5s. per Tod“; therefore, k kg 1 
Mr. Webber's Miſtake in this Period, 2 5 to be, his aſſigning a wrong P. S. 
Reaſon for the Price of Wool falling, in ſuppoſing (as the Cauſe of that 
Fall) an Exceſs of clandeſtine Exportation; when more probably, that 
Practice received an extraordinary Check by the Union; and the Wool of a 
Scotland being no longer tolerated to paſs beyond Sea, a Part thereof, which 


was wont to be ſo diſpoſed of, did actually recoil upon England. 


NU M B. V. 


Fifth Period: From 1712 to the breaking out of the Ur in France 55 — f 
(which was in 1720.) | 
1. Mr. Webber's firſt Afertion : Beſides the Wool exported. b 8 h Chap. 1414. | 

tured, Thouſands of Combers were employed by the Papiſts in Jreland * * : _— 
ol 


—— — 
23 — 
- 2 


[which combed Wool] they ſent to France. 


Vol. II. P | 2, Proof : 
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2. Proof: 1. The Decreaſe in the Exports of Wool from Ireland to 
England, from the Year 1711 to the Year 1714, was 362,983 Stones; 
Chap. 126. which, it is more than probable, found its Way into France:. 2. An 


48 0. A@* for the more effectual Proſecution of the Perſons exporting Wool. 
$. 2» © 3 4 Geo. C. 21. 3. Aug. 22, 1717. An Order ! of Council iſſued, » Tequiring 


$. } the military Officers on the Coaſts, to aſſiſt thoſe of the Cuſtoms, in prevent- 
ing the Exportation of Wool. 
m Chap. 141. 3. Mr. Webber's ſecond Aſertion : The Price of Wool continued to de- 
* cline, 'till the Plague broke out in France. 
© 4, PRoorF (or THE PRICE of WooL DECLINING, in thts Period, from Mr, 
„Chap. 171. Webber's own KNOWLEDGE) viz. Wool of the fame Farm, which in 1711, 
de, ſold for 13 5. per Tod, was fold in the Year 1714, at 18 5, 1716, at 195. 
Fee No. 2, 1717, at 1 J. 35. 1718, at 11. 23. 3 d. 1710, at 1. 2 56. 1720, at 11. per 
35 4. Tod. Will Mr. Webber call this continuing to decline? Or, in this laſt Aſſer- 
tion, has not he taken very nearly the Reverſe of Truth? But, I ſuppoſe, 
this appeared beſt to ſuit his Hypotheſis. 


Nu M B. VI. 


Sixth Period: During the Time of the Plague in France. 
„ Chap. 141. 1. Mr. Webber's firſi Aſertion: FRANCE could get none of our Wool *. 


cl 123. 2 Proof: This has been ſaid ? by many, as alſo, that a great Share of the 
8 . Iriſþ,Wool, which before that Time, uſed to be carried to France, was at 
ap. 140. 


C. 18. 19. this JunQure, brought to England; and that conſequently the Engliſʒ had 
more Wool and Yarn from Ireland than at other Times. 
4 Chap. 141. 3+ Mr. Webber's ſecond Aſertion à: Our Goods were called for as faſt as 


§. 13. we could make them, and we ſold them at whatever Price we thought fit to 
ſet upon them. 


r Chap. 174 4. Proof : Much has been faid* to this Effect, by many other Writers; 


? Chap. "I and the Woolen Exports were actually more in 1721, 1722—3—4, than in 


1718*—1719. 


| Os 141. 5. Mr. Webber's third Aſſertion : Wool roſe from 7 and 7 J. 106. to 11 


2 and 12 J. a Pack. 


v See Chap. 6. Proof : Wool pip Nor riſe in Price, at this Juncture ; but on the 
o 2-5; , contrary, it fell; and conſequently Mr. Webber's darling Hypotheſis falls, 


and the whole Credit of his Narrative along with it. 
I ſhall take another » Occaſion to ſhew how, and why, this egregious 
Falſchood, the ſuppoſed Advance of Wool in England, during the Effects 


3 of 


w Chap. 174. 
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of the Plague in France, has ſince been ſo far adopted for a material and 
fundamental Truth, as that, but by a particular Chance, followed by a ſea- 
ſonable Detection, it muſt have paſſed upon the preſent Age, and to future 
Generations, with a Doctrine built upon it, flattering, indeed, the Humour 
and pre-conceived Opinions of the People, but tending only to continue 
them under a very groſs Deception (derived from their Fathers) and to en- 
tail the ſame upon their Poſterity, 


NU MB. VII. 


Seventh Period: From the ceaſing of the Plague in France, to the Year 
1739 


Pack, till in the Year 1739, it was fallen to 4/. 10s. and 5/. a Pack. 

2. Proof: The Price of Wool, at the Time of the Author's Writing, it 
was as impoſſible for him to miſtake, as it would have'been vain in him to 
have miſrepreſented very much. 

The Plague broke out at Marſeilles, June 1720. It raged near two Years 
in that City, and the Province of Languedoc; which brings us down to the 
Year 1722. But it may be conſidered, that the Effect thereof, in regard 
to the Trade and Manufacture of that City and Province, could not be ſup- 
poſed to ceaſe with the Diſtemper. Allowing then but two Years more 
for the repeopling of that Part of France, and for the re-inſtating, in any 
tolerable Degree, the Manufactures and Trade thereof; that brings the 
Account to the Year 1724: By which Time, Enghi/h Wool in England, was 


fallen conſiderably from the Prices of 1719, and 1720; lower than it was „ge 
from 1728 to 1733, though not quite ſo low, as from 1735 to 1742 U = 


inclufve, 


z. Mr. Webber's ſecond Aſſertion x: Wool has SER exported in this laſt * Ch. 141. 
14. 


Period, in much greater Quantities than at any Time heretofore. France 
gets certainly 300,000, but more probably, $00,000 Packs of Wool yearly, 
from England and Ireland. 

4. Proof: It is impoſſible to aſcertain the Meaſure of a practice, which 
in its Nature muſt be ſecret. And tho' it is not to be doubted, but that the 
illicit Trade was carried on in this Period, as in others, in ſome Degree; 
yet, I think, this Affair has been much exaggerated by Mr. Webber, and 
that the Medium he has pitched upon, though concluſive, if true, will not 


make good this his ſecond Aſſertion; which Medium is. 
2 5. Mr. 
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1. Mr. Webber's firſt Aſſertionv: Wool ſunk again from 11 and Wr Ch. 141. 
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Ch. 171. 
No. 5. 


d Ch. 176. 


§. 36, 40. 


© Oo 
Ch. 171. 
No. . 


wy 


d See 


Ch. 87. F. 


4. Note. 


on Account thereof. Nevertheleſs, by Cuſtam Houſe Accounts * tince then, 
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5. Mr. Webber's third Aſertiony. There are not a third Part of the 
Number of Combers, Scribblers, and Carders, in England and Ireland (17 39) 
which were in 1697. Conſequently, the Woolen Manufacture of England 
and Ireland, is ſo much decayed; and two Thirds, at leaſt, of the Wool 
grown in England and Ireland, are in Courſe exported, unmanufactured. 

6. Proof: This Aſſertion, whether true or falſe, is very extraordinary, 
as requiring the moſt implicit Believe imaginable ; fince he bas not vouch- 
ſafed to give the leaſt Shadow of a Reaſon, to induce his Readers to think, 
that he himſelſ had ſo much as the Means of knowing any Thing nearly, 
the whole Numbers employed in this Way, either in 1697, or in 1739, or 
at any other Time. 

How far the Woolen Manufacture was really decayed at this Time (1739) 
I am not able to ſay. It is well known that very great Complaints were 
made on this head, and that there were ſundry Applications to Parliament 


exhibited to Parliament, it appears“, that Ann. 1737—8, the very Inſtant 
when theſe Complaints became loudeſt, the Engliſb Woolen Exports were 
more than one Fourth greater than in the Year 1699 *; which Year had 
exceeded all others, to the Year 1713, the Time of the Britiſh Merchant; 
Writing; nor was this a Year ſo far, by Chance extraordinary, but that the 
five ſubſequent Years © (each of them) exceeded that great Year of Woolen 
Exportations, 1699, and, moſt of them, conſiderably. Conſequently, 
the Decay of the Engliſh Woolen Manufacture, (if indeed there was any) 
muſt have been, as before“, in 1699, ſo now (1739) not in what 
is called the Wookn Exportation Trade, but in the home Conſumption f 
Woolens. 

P. S. In this Year paſſed, as follows, viz. An Act for taking off the Du- 
ties upon Moolen and Bay Yarn imported from Ireland to England, and for the 
more effettual preventing the Exportation of Woot, from Great Britain, and 
of Wool and Wool manufactured, from Ireland to foreign Parts. 12 Geo. II. 

417 I 

This Act recites ſeveral Duties upon Woolen and Bay Yarn imported 
from Ireland: and that taking off the ſame, may be of Uſe to prevent 
* the exporting of Wool and Woolen Manufactures from Ireland to foreign, 
Parts, and may be of Uſe to the Manufactures of Great Britain; and 
therefore enacts, that the Payment of the ſaid Duties be diſcontinued.' 
It recites further, That whereas, notwithſtanding the ſeveral Laws mad? t0 

3 * prevent 
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« prevent the Exp ortation of Wool unmanufaQured from this Kingdom and Ire- 
land fo foreign Parts, ſuch Exportation is NoTOR1OusLY * CONTINUED. 


ports only in England; and that only in ſuch Ships and Veſſels as ſhall 
© be of the Built of Great Britain or Ireland, and wholly owned and man- 
ned by the Subjects of the ſame. The Perſon claiming Property therein 
© to regiſter the ſame, and take an Oath, or if a Quaker, an Affirmation, 
c. and to receive a Certificate of ſo doing Cc. (for which ſee the Af 
at large, containing 34 Sections.) | 


C H A F. CALL. 
Extras of Letters, &c. 


Nu M B. I. 
Daily-Poſt, Thurſday Feb. 21, 1740. 


Extract of a Letter from Dublin, dated Feb. 9, 1739—40. 


be HE Houſe met on the 28th of January, which was the Day appoint- 
ed to take the Woolen Affair under Conſideration, but adjourned 
to that Day ſeven-night, on Account of the Severity of the Weather, and 
then adjourned again till the 8th of February; when a Motion was made, 
That a Permit, under proper Regulations, would be conducive to prevent the 
clandeſtine Exportation of the Wool. The Debate was managed principally 
by the Prime Serjeant, the Attorney General, and Solicitor General, in 
Favour of the Motion. The oppoſite Party all joined earneſtly in expreſs- 
ing their Abhorrence of this Practice, ſo injurious to both Nations; but 


Ius, aſter racking the Invention both of the People and Parliament, for near 80 Years, 
d, from the Refloration (1660) to this Year (17 30) it ands here confeſſed upon Record, that 
the Practice in this Caſe, deſigned to be prevented, was Rill notorioufly continued. And upon a 
Sappafition, that it would prevent the Exporting of Wool and. Woolen Manufacture from Ire. 
lard to foreign Parts, by increaſing the Importation f oo and Yarn from Ireland to Ergland, 


5 * thall ſeef that it did not increaſe the Importation of Wool and Yarn from Ireland to Eng- 
ane, 


urged, 


And therefore enacts, That all Wool, Yarn, or Woolen Goods exported 
from Ireland, ſhall be ſhipped off at certain Ports only in Ireland, to certain 


this Ace was paſſed. But (beſides what Mr. Webber ſaid e, viz. * The Woolen Manufacturers * P. S. to his 


uy obſerved, this Act would not prevent the Exportation of 0 UR unmanufattured 2918 Account. 
171. 
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urged, from a Computation which had been made with great Accuracy 
and was acquieſced to by all Parties, that the Evil was much leſs than paſ- 
ſionate, ignorant, and intereſted People had repreſented, particularly, on 
A Computa- the other Side of the Water. This Computation was, that 1,000,000 
Wal if — Stones of Wool were grown in Jreland [a Stone of Wool in Ireland is 16 Ib 
land, or thereabouts] which amounted to one Third of the Rents of the Kingdom, 
of which 700,000 were conſumed at home, 150,000 exported into England 
in Wool and Yarn, 50,000 exported in ManufaCture to foreign Parts, and 
100,000 in raw Wool: That whatever ſome might think of the Damage 
done to the Woolen Manufacture of England, by the 50,000 Stone of ma- 
nufactured Wool exported from Ireland, it was far from being a Loſs to 
that Nation; ſince that Branch of Trade, which was carried on only at 
The Engliſh Liſbon, would be carried on by the French, if Ireland was deprived of it; 


e gh = the Engliſb not being able to work thoſe Stuffs by 16 per Cent. fo cheap as 


per Cent. as either France or Treland; and that this appeared evidently from what had 


4 Om lately happened in Ireland upon the Reduction of the Coin; which having 


raiſed the Price of the 1ri/þ Woolen Goods near 3 per Cent, the French had 
already deprived us of one Half of that Trade, and yet the Engliſß had not 
ſold one Bale of Goods the more. That the real Loſs of England and Ire- 
land therefore, in this particular of Ire/and, was ſingly to be computed from 
the 100,000 Stones of raw Wool clandeſtinely exported; which at ſeven Shil- 
lings per Stone, the greateſt Price it could be computed at, amounted but to 
35,000/.; which though when manufactured abroad, with the Addition 
of foreign Wool, was undoubtedly a great Loſs to both Nations, could by 
no Means be reckoned the Cauſe of the Decay of the Exgliſʒ Manufacture. 
That therefore other Cauſes muſt be fought, which mult either be the im- 
menſe Quantities exported clandeſtinely from Eng/and, of which we could 
not pretend to form an Eſtimate; or the high Rents of Land, and other 
Inconveniences which affected the Commerce of that Country. 

2. They then inveighed bitterly at the Paſſion, which had ever been 
ſhewn againſt this Country, in England, where the Majority ſought 
our Ruin, from Prejudices that poſſibly had ſome Foundation, when Ve- 
land was in Popiſh Hands and in an oppoſite Intereſt ; but cruel, when 
there was no Difference in our Intereſts, civil or religious, and when the 
Nation was in the Hands of the Offspring of their Families. They ſaid 
that this Paſſion had, in every Inſtance, hindered the Engliſb from ſeeing 


their true Advantage, which certainly was, to conſider us as the ſame Pedic; 
and 
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and in a general Conſideration to make Uſe of us in Trade, as Merchants 
made Uſe in private Commerce of the pooreſt and cheapeſt Manufacturers. 
That we had now, for near one whole Century, ſuffered the heavieſt Re- 
ſtraints upon every. Branch of our Trade; inſomuch, that it was well 
known, that no Man could ſee one 'Fhird of that Profit from his Fortune, 
which he might do, if our Government was upon an equal Footing. That 
if theſe Sufferings were calculated truly to maintain the Intereſt and Pro- 
ſperity of England, we were ſo much concerned in its Welfare, and ſo ſen- 
ſible of the Right of all Nations, who have the Power to enforce their own 
Advantage before that of others, that we could endure it all without Reſent- 
ment; but that it was a Severity of the moſt galling Nature, to be thus 
ſacrificed to falſe Maxims, and the Purſuit of Schemes grounded upon no- 
thing but on the Prejudices and Ignorance of the State of this Country, and 
ſo deſtructive to the whole, that England as well as Ireland would inevita- 
bly be ruined by it. 

3. That this being the Caſe, it would be abſurd in us to ſaddle ourſelves 
with new Officers and new Powers, which were always abuſed in a ſcan- 
dalous Manner in this Country, from the Weakneſs of our Government, and 
the Authority of thoſe who are ſet over us, without any Knowledge of our 
Intereſts or Conſtitution, and commonly without any Qualifications, but 
that of making haſty Fortunes out of the Publick ; and who could, and 
always did, ſcreen themſelves from any Complaints by their Intereſt on your 
Side of the Water. That the Thing propofed had innumerable Inconveni- 
ences in it in any Shape; that it ſubjected Men to many Inconveniences of 
an Exciſe, which their Neighbour Country had with great Reaſon lately 
oppoſed, tho' you were much more able to prevent the Abuſes of thoſe 
employed in it than we are; that it would create a ſlaviſh Dependance on 
little People, which would induce all Men to court them, to prevent the 


Effects of their malicious Informations, or to connive at their Male Practices, & 


which would inevitably be continued by the Corruption of thoſe employed to 
prevent them. That it would be ſurprizing if the People of England them- 
ſelves ſhould wiſh a Regulation, which would only Increaſe the Influence 
of Places and Employments, which operated upon the Mother Country, 
wherever they were eſtabliſhed; nor could they imagine that England eould 


think it reaſonable for us to bring a State of Slavery upon ourſelves, with- 


out a Proſpect of preventing any Evil: But that if it was our Fate to be de- 
ſtroyed, 
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Vas poſſible to prevent it; but at the ſame Time, to ſhew that No MET Ho9m 


uſed to try the Effect of the late Act for the Importation of Iriſh Yarn to 
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ſtroyed, it was a leſs Crime for a Nation to receive its Ruin from a Vio. 
lence impoſed upon it, than to be the Felons of its own Conſtitution, and to 
deſtroy itſelf ; and that they were certain, the Means of that Violence, if 
ever it ſhould be exerciſed on us, either by civil or military Means, would 
retort with a dangerous Force upon the Promoters of it. 

4. They then earneſtly entreated thoſe who urged the Motion, to with- 
draw it, and to concur in a Repreſentation, to the Government, of the true 
State of the Wool and Woolen Manufactury; and to give the moſt fincere 
and ſolemn Aſſurances that every Man, both in a publick and private Ca- 
pacity, was truly ſenſible of the Evil, and fully reſolved in every Way that 


but Indulgence could effect it; to deſire, if poſſible, that Means might be 


England, for one Year or two, before it ſhould be repealed ; becauſe they 
were confident it would have a conſiderable Effect; and finally, to in// 
in the ſtrongeſt Manner, upon a Permiſſion, to manufacture in ſuch Goods 
as might be thought proper, the Quantity of 100,000 * Stones of I.. 
Wool, which, as they had ſeen, was the Quantity clandeſtinely exported ; 
and that the Permiſſion of this Quantity would ſo effectually engroſs all that 
Wool which created the Complaint againſt this Country, that there would 
not remain afterwards the Poſſibility of any material Injury to be done by 
us to the Woolen Trade of England. 
5. And thus by an Indulgence of only 1 50,000/. per Ann. in this Com- 
merce, which that Quantity of Wool worked up, might amount to, the 
French and other foreign Nations would be deprived of twice as much; it 
being well known, that they add at the Rate of two Pounds of their own 
Wool to any Quantity they can obtain from. Ireland; by which Means there 
would be an immediate and demonſtrable Gain to England of 300.000!. 
Worth of Woolen Manufacture, beſides the 150,000/. allowed to Ireland, 
the Profit of which would likewiſe center in England. 
6. The Debate was carried on with the greateſt Decency, and the moſt 
ſincere Diſpoſition to the general Advantage, that ever I obſerved in this 
Parliament ; and it was at length agreed by all Parties, (after we had fat 
ſix Hours, ) at ſeven in the Evening, to adjourn till Monday, to give Men 


* He ſhould have ſaid (to have been conſiſtent with himſelf) 150,000 Scones, becauſe ſo much 


he had allowed to be at preſent clandeſtinely exported, manufactured and raw. (See 5. I A 
Computation, &c.) 


more 


| "% 
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more Time to conſider maturely of this important Affair; which was 
the more neceſlary, becauſe thoſe that made the Motion were either not 
well prepared to open all the Conſequences, or thought Matters not 322 
enough to diſcover the whole of their intended Scheme. 

I am very ſenſible that ſome wiſe Politicians on your Side, will think 
that the Oppoſition to this Motion proceeded from our Infincerity, to do any 
Thing to prevent the the clandeſtine Exportation of our Wool; but I can ſo- 
lemnly anſwer for myſelf, and ſo I may venture to do for the whole Houle, 
that there is nothing ſo earneſtly defired here as to prevent this Evil, by 
any ſafe and reaſonable Means; for we are all ſenſible that it i is, if poſſible, 
more ruinous to us than to England; for we never receive one Shilling in 


Return for the Wool thus exported ; we are repaid in French Brandies and A- 


gre Wine, which is run in upon our Coaſts without Duty, and hurts the Re- 
venue to that Degree, that we are under the greateſt Difficulty to maintain the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, which yet-we cannot do, without running conſiderably 
in Debt. But there is yet a greater Evil in it, which is the private Correſpon- 
dence carried on between the French and the Papiſts in our remote Coun- 


ties, which may extremely hazard, in an unfortunate Conjuncture, the Se- 


curity of the Proteſtant Intereſt in this Kingdom; an Intereſt, which you 
know how much it is our peculiar may to W as all our en 
depend upon it. 

I ſhall add nothing more at adler upon this Head, but will certainly 
* you with the further Progres” of this Affair. 


NU MZ. II. 
Daih- Pol, F . 25, 1740. 


«Dublin, Feb. 14- 
S IR, 

I promiſed to acquaint you with the further Proceedings of our Parlia- 
ment in Relation to the Wool. This Affair has taken a ſhort unexpected 
Turn, and is dropped, I believe, for this Seſſion. The Queſtion propoſed, 
was, That a Permit, under proper Regulations, would be conducive to prevent 
the Exportation of Wool. Hereupon, after great Debates, it was moved, 
that the Regulations hinted at, ſhould be made a Part of the Queſtion ; 
which the Promoters vehemently oppoſing, the Houſe fell into Heats, and 
the Chairman left-the Chair, WIR aſking Leave to it again, | 
Vor, II, + Nu un. 
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Chap. 142. 
8 


Act, which Sir Jobn Barnard greatly oppoſed, the whole is rendered inſig- 
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Noms III. 
Daihy-P of, Feb. 28, 1740. 

5 To the Author, &c. 

SIR, LD: | 

1. It is univerſally allowed by all who have any Notion of our Staple 
Trade, that the Decay of it is owing to the Exportation of ib Wool to 
France, and that this is occaſioned by Ireland's being ſhackled and confined 
in its Trade ; which conſequently lays it under the Eos to 
carry on theſe illegal Practices. 
2. The Britiſb Parliament hath lately made a La; to- prevent ſuch il- 
licit Trade, and thereby taken off the Duties from raw Wool, and Yarn, 


imported from Ireland to England. So far, this Act is undoubtedly wiſely 
calculated to anſwer the End intended; but by a particular Clauſe in this 


nificant. Treland ſtill lies under its former Confinement, with regard to 
manufactured Goods; THEREFORE, an 1r:/þ Parliament will never paſs this 
Law in the Shape that now it is in ; conſequently it will never be executed, 
and therefore avail nothing. 
3. From the Conduct of the Iriſh Parliament then, it is 1 that Fre- 
land is determined to diſpoſe of its manufactured Goods to the beſt Advan- 
tage it poſſibly can, and therefore will not paſs a Law that ſo ſeverely pro- 
hibits the Exportation of them; from whence we may eaſily infer, that 
whilſt the Jriſb are thus cramped and fettered, they are reſolved to carry on 
a contraband Trade, though never ſo deſtructive tothe Engliſb Nation. 
4. And ſuppoſing the Parliament of Ireland could be prevailed upon to 
paſs this Law, unleſs the Jriſb were to receive ſome Encouragement in 
this Affair, it would aſſuredly be to no Purpoſe ; for where à lucrative Trade 
preſents itſelf, the moſt penal and coercive Laws bave always proved 9 
to reſtrain Mankind from the fair Temptation. 
5. It remains then, I humbly conceive, in order to obtain our Defires, 
that Ireland be allowed to import her manufactured Goods into England, 
but under ſuch Duties as ſhall bring them upon a Par with the Britiſb“. 
6. Nothing 


* < Tf ſach Duties are hid upon the Woolen a imported from Ireland to Eng- 
and, as will bring them upon a Par with the Britiſb, the Pres will ill be able to under-(el 
us, 
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6. Nothing but Harmony and Unanimity amongſt us, nothing but a mu- 

tual Trade and Commerce eſtabliſhed between the two Nations, can pol- 

ſibly ſhut out the grand Enemy, and compleatly accompliſh this defired 

Work. It is not my ſingle Opinion, that it would be vaſtly conducive to 

the Intereſt of both Nations, if all the Ports of England and Ireland were 

open for Trade, under the Conditions above mentioned. And when ſuch ' 9 5- 

juſt and natural Privileges are granted to Ireland, (which will certainly be 

the only effective Means of ſecuring the Woolen Trade to ourſelves) Eng- 

land may undoubtedly have the Pleaſure of ſeeing Ireland willing to ſhake 

Hands with it, and ready to embrace and execute ſuch Meaſures as the Bri- 

tiſþ Pacliament ſhall think wholeſome and ſalutary for the Preſervation of 

both, 


No MB. IV. 


Daily-Poft, Feb. 29, 1740. 
To the Author, Cc. 
81. f 


1. Whether the Vi export more unmanufactured Wool to foreign 
Parts than the Engi;/h do, is likely to remain a controverted Point. The 
latter affirm, that the greateſt Blow to our Woolen Manufactury comes 
from Ireland ; and the ir:;/þ are no leſs poſitive that England runs more 
Wool to France, and other foreign Countries, than they do. But let that be 
as it will, it is nothing to the preſent Purpoſe, nor can the Quantities clan- 
deſtinely exported by both Nations be certainly known: The Queſtion is 
now, what muſt be done to recover the Woolen Trade. 

2. As the Caſe ſtands, the Engli/b cannot recover it, (though they might 
have preſerved it by good Management) becauſe their Labour is too high, 


* us, becauſe they can afford to give a much higher Price for Wool than the Englih Manufac- 
* turers, on account of the Chenpneſs of their Labour, and their working up one Third of our 
Wool with two Thirds of their v6wn. Beſides, the French have large of Englifb and 
* Iriſh Wool by them, ſufficient in all Probability to up their Manufactury, for three Years 
* ut ſealt ; and whenever they find themſelves debarred the Wool of Treland, by the Propo- 
* ſal above-mentioned, they will bid high enough to procure large Quantities of it from England, 
* an4 chuſe rather to catry on the Trade without any Profit at all, than let it drop. In which 
* Undertaking, they will not fail to receive all poſſible Encouragement from their Court, to ſup- 


a = them under theſe Difficulties, till we grow weary of carrying 1riſþ ManufaQures to foreign 
Markets upon a Par with our own. 


* Weaſk our Correſpondent's Pardon for making this Remark upon his Letter which we 
* don't doubt is wrote with a ſincere Defire to ſerve the Nation. Ty 


Q 2 | and 


4, 4 CO A REA RAIL OPT TION HOOTERS on Br er ts we 
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it and their Taxes too heavy on the labouring Part of the People ; for, ſup- 
41 poſing that the 1-56 ſhould bring over to us all that Wool which they now 
i ſell to Foreigners, the French would nevertheleſs find Means to get enough 
{ | of that Material from England, and by the Cheapneſs of their Labour, as 
| well as their working up our Wool with twice as much of their own, they 
would ſtill have it in their Power to underſell us in' foreign Markets: 
| 2. The only Remedy then to this Evil is, to leave the Woolen Trade, or, 
4 at leaſt, great Part of it, open to Ireland. Experience has taught us, that the 
[4 more the 1ri/þ are crampt in that Article, the more it redounds to the Advan- 
0 tage of the French, our moſt formidable and inveterate Enemies. —— 
1} 4. By the Folly, not to fay the Injuſtice of England; France has rivall'd us 
theſe many Years with a Witneſs, in the Spaniſh, Portugal, Italian, and Ze. 
vant Trades, beſides the great Vent ſhe finds for Woolen Goods in the Au- 
/trian Netherlands, and ſome Parts of Germany: This prodigious Increaſe of 
Trade has raiſed her to ſuch a Pitch of Grandeur, that ſhe is become more 
terrible than ever to her Neighbours, — 

5. The London Gazette tells us, that Fronce is contracting with the Danes 
to furniſh her with Salt Beef: Whether ſhe expects that the Tr: will 
breed more Sheep, and conſequently furniſh her with greater Quantities of 
Wool, when they find the Demand for black Cattle decreaſes, a little Time 
1 will ſhew us. However it be, it is certain, that ſince our Rupture with 
Spain, France has a much greater Demand upon her for Woolen Goods ; 
i" aud if her Contract with the Danes does not procure her larger Supplies of 
| Wool from Ireland, it will ſerve at leaſt to curry Favour with Denmark. The 
N French have always more than one String to their BoW. — 
[ 6. In ſhort, Sir, it is high Time to think of doing ſomething to deſtroy 
| the Woolen Manufactures of France; and until I ſee a better Scheme of- 
| \ fered for that Purpoſe, I muſt perſiſt in my Opinion, that the ſafeſt and moſt 
! 


effectual Means to deſtroy it, is, to take Ireland into the Union, and allow 
that Kingdom a FREE TRADE, or at leaſt a very extenfive one. | 
| 7. As ſoon as the Spaniards ſee us take the Buſineſs in Hand, they will 

11 | ſue to us for Peace, and let France become the Dupe of her own Schemes. 
But ſuppoſing that her Catholick Majeſty ſhould be ſo obſtinate as to prefer 
5 I the Gratification of her own Views, to the Intereſt of the Spaniſh Nation, 


44 theſe three Kingdoms, when under one and the ſame Form of Government, 
will 


— — 
— — — 


LE RI. EEE nts Abi wu nn 


| 
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| 
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0 will be able to baffle all the Attempts of the Houſe of Bourbon, and bring 
her down to our own Terms in a very few Years. 

8. Asto the Balance of Power in Europe, it will then be the immediate 
Concern of the Princes and States on the Continent to take Care of it; and 
if they ſhould want our Concurrence, we may engage in their Meaſures 
upon very eaſy Terms: But whatever becomes of the Balance of Europe, 
by the Supineneſs of any of our Neighbours, I will venture to ſay, that the 
' Union of the three Kingdoms will make us en, Maſters of the Balance 
of Power in America. 

9. This, Sir, is what I think abſolutely neceſſary to recover our r Woolen 
Trade, and give new Life to ſome of our Friends abroad, who ſeem dejected 
at the over-grown Power of France: But whenever we go about this Bu- 
ſineſs, I am humbly of Opinion that no Blackwel- Hall Factors, nor Woolen 


Manufacturers, need be conſulted, for Reaſons which are obvious to every 


Man of Senſe, 
TI am, Sir, &c. b 


| w dave © | G. A. P. B 
5 ay! 6 , 0 . * r 
' 


10. Since I have niſhed this Letter, I have read, with the utmoſt Concern, 


the Account » of the Proceedings in the Parliament of Ireland, relating to a yo 1 2. 


the Wool, but ſhall make no Remarks upon them, for ſeveral Reaſons; 
nevertheleſs, I can't help concluding with the following Queries. 

11. Whether it is not more eligible to let the Iriſb ſhare with us in the 
Woolen Trade, nay, to throw even all our Trade into their Hands, than to 
raiſe up France upon the Ruins of the whole Britiſb Empire? 

12. Whether thoſe foreign Princes and States who are neſs at the ex- 
orbitant Power of France, will not be very backward in forming any Alli- 
ances with us to reduce that Power, if they ſee us neglect the Means which 
can do it moſt effeually ? 


13. Whether the late Motion * in the Parliament of Treland, Was not , No 


made with a Deſign to make ignorant prejudiced People here think, that it 
is entirely owing to the Obſtinacy of the Fiſb, that no Stop can be ape to 
the clandeſtine * of Woo! ? 


Nu M B. V. 
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Nu N B. v. | 4 
Daily-Poft, March 7, 1740, 
To the Author, Sc. 

SIX, 


1. There being a Sewing ObjeQion Pto a Letter 1 in 4 paper of the 
28th of laſt Month, we ſhall endeavour to give it an Anſwer. 

2. We allow the French may under“ ſell us, if they can poſſeſs our Wool; 
and poſſibly they may have Exgliſʒ and Jiſb Wool ſufficient to ſupport their 
Manufactury for three Years to come, But when their preſent Stock is 
conſumed, how will they obtain more? Why, we are told, that when the 
* French find themſelves debarred from the Wool of Ireland, by our Propo- 


3- © ſal, they will bid high enough to get large Quantities of it from England, Gci. 


3. The chief Point in Queſtion then ſeems to be, whether tis poſſible to 
keep our Wool from France. The Author of the Objection ſeems to al- 


No, 38 5, low, that by our Propoſal *, the French will be debarred from our Iriſ 


& OE 
§. 5. Note, 


Wool; we would willingly aſk then, why not from the Engi/b? The fame 
Laws will be in Force in England as in Ireland; and we have but little Rea- 
ſon to imagine they will be better executed in Ireland than in England. And 
if the preſent Laws, after being well executed, ſhould prove inſufficient to 
exclude our Seducers, we are pretty confident, with a hearty Concurrence 
of Ireland, that ſuch Meaſures may be embraced and executed, as will effec- 
tually do the Buſineſs. —We believe ſuch a Method hath already been pro- 
poſed, without yoking or galling the Woolen Intereſt in the leaſt. 

4. But ſuppoſing we cannot ſtop all the Channels, whereby our Wool is 
conveyed to France, is it not highly incumbent on us to block up as many as 
poſſibly we can? The Author of the Objection allows of our Propoſals be- 
ing a Means to diſtreſs the French; if ſo, 'twill undoubtedly be no ill Po- 
licy in us, to ſubje& them to all the Difficulties and Diſadvantages we poſ- 
ſibly can. 

5. As to France chuſing rather to carry on the Trade without any Profit 
© at all, than to let it drop, tis, we imagine, not to be credited, that People 
can carry on a Trade with ſuch Spirit and Vigour, without Profit, as with 
it; andthough they may at firſt make a Stand, and ſtruggle hard for it, it 
will aſſuredly in Time decay and dwindle to nothing. 


6. And 
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6. And how ſanguine ſoeyer the Court of France may appear in this Af- | 
fair, we believe it will grow weary of ſupporting its Subjects under ſuch |, i 
Difficulties and Diſadvantages, as it muſt be liable to, before we ſhall grow 
weary of carrying Iriſb Manufactures to foreign Markets upon a Par with 
our OWN. | 
7. We would beg Leave to aſk the Author of the Objection , if he! Ne. 3 
thinks our Woolen Trade is irretrievably loſt ? If not, we thinking him ſin- $ S. N. 
cerely attached to the Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms, hope he will lay down 

ſome eaſy and familiar Scheme, better calculated to anſwer the End intended, 

than the before mentioned Propoſal * , 5 r 


Nu M B. VI. | 

Extract of a Letter from a M—— t of P-—t to the Author of theſe 
Memoirs, 1745. hi 35 +0 

S I R, | | 
1. I ſhould ſooner have anſwered yours, had I not been in Hopes of 
having it in my Power to write more to your Satisfaction. The H — of 
C ns have been ſo very inattentive to the Buſineſs of Wool, {it being a 
Subject no way concerning the Landed Intereſt) that the C—t——e has not 
ſat above twice or three Times, and then, not thirty M preſent, where 
they did nothing but — — — — 


* © Since our Correſpondent deſires us to lay down a Scheme to retrieve the Woolen Trade, 

* we refer him to the plain Method propoſed in the Daily = Poft of the 29th paſt ; which we think Ne. 4. §. 3. 

the only one practicable in this tick liſn Conjuncture. For as all Nations have a Right to make - 4 
© the of their own Product, it is very much to be feared at this Time of Day, the [ri p 
vill not come into any Meaſures for retrieving the Woolen ManufaQtury, antes they ar? all- 1 1 
* a direft Exportation to fereign Markets ; and if they won't, how can Britain campel them, | 
while ſhe has her Hands full with the Span; War ? The People of Ireland are ſentitle that | 4 
© England cannot deſtroy the Commerce of France, without their Concurrence ; and can any WO 
* impartial Man blame them for ſtriving to be admitted to equal Profits, in bringing about an | | 
Event, on which the Preſervation of the Britiſſi Nation depends? When the wHoLEs Gropsg | 
can be ſupplied with valuable Woolen Goods onLy y from Great Britain and Ireland, the Eng- y Chap. 10 | 
1% Manufacturers need not fear the want of Employment, there will be Work enough for . 


* both ot nan *; andit is evident, that the greateſt Part of the Gains of the Iriſb will center r 
© here at laſt, a 8 . N“. 3.4. 5. 


* Had our Correſpondent's Propoſal a been made to the Iriſh about a dozen Years ago, it would (Ne. 4. 1 
have been accepted, but it is ſomewhat too late now; for the more our Trade decays, the higher 2.) 
; will hy riſe their Demands becauſe, as I have obſerved, we cams recover it without their ® © | 
1ſtance. | | 
We were unwilling to ſay ſo much in our Paper of the 28th of the laſt Month, (See Ne. f 
. 5. 5. Note.) but ſince our Correſpondent returns to the Charge, we cannot help ſpeaking | 
© plain, However, if his Scheme be thought practicable, we don't doubt but the Legiſlature will | 
* ſoon put it in Execution; and then the Succeſs of it will ſoon decide who is in the Right,” | | 
| 
| 


2. — — —— 
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2. L——— Son to ——— (and who has a confiderable Eſtate in 
Feland) tells me, © He is very ſurs there is but little Wool run from that 
Kingdom; which he makes out in the following Manner. 
1 3. In the Year 1699, when Ireland was firſt prohibited from exporting 
i'F their Woolen Manufactures, (and he ſuppoſes they ſent all their Wool 
4 ö into England, beſides what was uſed for their own Conſumption) * there was, 
for ſome Years, annually imported into England, 460,000 Stones of Wool 
* at 16 . per Stone; now, 100,000 Stone ;* admits the ſame Quantity 


grown there now, as at that Time, and that there remains to be accounted 
for, 260,000 Stone ; which is done as follows, viz. 


* By Increaſe of Inhabitants, 800,000 Souls (in the Year 

* 1700 there being only 1,200,000, now 2,000,000) at 

four Pounds of Wool per Head — 200, ooo Stone 
© 100,000 Pounds worth of Manufactures clandeſtinely 
8 run, which at five Times the Price of the Wool, con- 

| * ſumes 20,000 l. worth of Wool, or at 10s. the Stone 40, ooo Stone, 
5 HBuy the ſame Calculation then, at 105. per Stone, there is 5 
ut * now annually run 10,000 J. worth of Wool, or — 20,000 Stone, 


— — — — > 


rene 
" 8 a — 
„ — 2 28 — — —— — — 
* 


_—_— 
— 
2. 


Total. 260, ooo Stone. 


— 3 
eng as, bai 


N vu MB. VII. 


Sept. 1746. 


G. M. 1. A Correſpondent in Feland has acquainted us with ſome Propoſals 
made in that Kingdom, neither unworthy of Notice, nor the Imitation of 
Gentlemen of Fortune, &c. 

2. The firſt which we ſhall mention, is ad by the Reverend Dr. 
Madden, who, in order to encourage a Spirit of Improvement among other 
Benefactions, hath given the annual Sum of 100 J. to be diſtributed to the 
Inhabitants of Ireland only, by way of Premium in the following Manner, 
v2. 501. tothe Author of the beſt Invention for improving any uſeful Art 
or Manufacture, &c, which ſhall be approved of, as ſuch, by the Dublin do- 
ciety, on or before the 2oth of January next, and ſo every Year. 

3- The Second is by the faid Dublin Society, who, in order to promote 
ſuch uſeful Arts and Manufactures, as have not hitherto been introduced in 


that 
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that Kingdom, intend to encourage by Premiums, annual Contributions or 
other Methods, any Perſons who are well ſkill'd in ſuch Arts and Manu- 
factures, and will carry them on, in the moſt ſkilful Manner; and have 
invited Gentlemen or Others, converſant in Huſbandry, Trade, or Manu- 
 faQtures, to favour them with their Advice, that they may be better ena- 
bled to judge what Improvements are to be encouraged, &c. for the Be- 
nefit of the Public, 


1 - NUM B. VIII. 

| Remarks on certain Paſſages in ſome of the foregoing Letters. 

1. A much of the Arguments contained in ſome of the foregoing Let- 

ters, is of a Piece with what we have before had, over and over again: So 

I ſhall not deſcant thereon particularly in this Place; but content myſelf 
with remarking on ſome ew Things therein, as given for Facts; only firſt, 

by the Way, obſerve of Letter, N?. I. That ſuppoſing it to be the genuine 
Epiſtle of a Member of the Jriſb Parliament, it is very extraordinary, that 
be ſhould ſay, © That they (the Iriſh) becauſe reſtrained in the Article of 
Woolens to foreign Parts, © had ſuffered the heavieſt Reſtraints in every 

Branch of their Trade, after ſo great Indulgence ſhewn, and Encourage- 
ment received from England in reſpect of their Linen Manufacture, and 
that (according to all Writers on this Subject) at the Expence of ſome Part 
of the Engliſo Woolen Trade to certain foreign Countries. 

2. The Conceſſions of England to Ireland, in regard to the Linen Manu- 
fafture, thus plainly ſtanding for nothing, it is the more credible (which 
this Letter- Writer ſays) That the Male-Practices of Ireland with regard 
to Wool, would inevitably be continued,“ notwithſtanding any Indulgences 
from England, ſave that of a free Woolen Trade, 

3. But granting them a free Woolen Trade for 100,000 Stones; and this 
ſame Perſon tells us, the Iriſh would fincerely endeavour to prevent the 
* Exportation of Wool; yet ſhould I doubt, even in that Caſe, both the 
Sincerity and the Succeſs of ſuch Endeavours; becauſe, under the Monopoly, 
of an abſolute Prohibition, a lucrative Trade would ftill preſent itſelf; in which 
Caſe, this Gentleman has ſaid, and I think, very truly, that penal and 
coercive Laws will avail little. 


"For, II. | R " 


4. It is to be farther noted, that this Letter“ ſpeaks with Confidence of b No. 1. 44 13 
the extraordinary Effects to be e from the Act (12 Geo. II. c. 21. ) · Ki 1 
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F.5.)4 Cm e to the Stone, is 1,000,000 Stones. 


pulation. 
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By which 1 ſuppoſe him to mean, that greater Quantities of Wool and Yam 
would certainly be imported from Ireland to England, in of 
that Act, than afore-times, This. indeed, was the Plca made for the Bill; 
and upon that Buppoſition, it pafſed. And how has it anſwered in the 
Event? From 2726 to 1729* inclufive, were imported from Ireland to Eng- 
land, in Wool and Yarn, upon a Medium, each Year 132,398 + Stones 


— 128,911 Stones 


_y 


Leſs in the Period, ſince the Act (12 Geo. II. e. 21.) than in 
that before, 


From 1741 to 1744 * incluſive 


— > — 


_— — — 3456 x Stones 
5. Again, with regard to ſome other Fact, as according to this Letter 


. 1.) 
The whole Quantity of Wool ? produced Yeftrly in Ireland, at 6 Pound 


The whole Value at 7s, per Stone is 
This, the Letter Writer ſays, is * one Third of the whole 

© Rents of all Ireland.” So that the Rent of all Ireland 

(we are to believe) is not more than 1,050,000, 
And conſequently, the whole Rents of Ireland, are not more than equal to 
the whole Rents of Torkfbire T7. 

6. But it being incredible that the Rents of the whole Kingdom of Ve- 
land ſhould not very much exceed the Rents of Yorkfhire : And the Wool 
of England being heretofore accounted equal to one Fifth of the Rents of 
England: And the Stock of Ireland conſiſting more, in Proportion, of Sheep, 
than the Stock of England does: Conſequently, it being the more probable 
for that Reaſon, that the Woot of Ireland is equal to one Third of the 
Rents of Ireland; ntNce it is credible, that the Wool of n does very 
much exceed || 1, ooo, ooo Stones. 


— — 


350, ooo . 


7. However 


+ The Land Tax of Yor#hire, when at 4 5. per Pound, is 91,514 /. 2 Which being ge- 
nerally accounted to be much leſs, upon a Medium, than 2 s. per Pound , of the real Rents of 
Yorkſhire; it is ſuppoſed that the ſaid real Rents of Yor4/hire do exceed a Million per Ann, 
* © The great Counties of York, &c. oy about one Shilling and Six-pence.” Eſſay on the Ine- 
quality of our prefent Taxes, 1746. pag. 1 
Ireland contains near half as much Territory as England———and may be brought to pro- 
duce near half as much Wool as England yields. An Eſſay on the Balance of Trade, &c. pag: 
80. By Dr. Davenant, 1700, 3 
6 fſrtia 


7. However, let us ſee the Diſpoſition which our Letter Writer makes of 
theſe ſuppoſed 1,000,000 Stones of Wool yearly growing in Ireland; whenee; 
and from other Circumſtances, it may be better judged, whether or no that 
be indeed the whole Quantity; and we ſhould the rather examine it, be- 


acguieſced to by all Parties. | | 

8. This Computation ſuppoſes to be uſed in Ireland — 50o, ooo Stones. 
To be exported to England, in Wool and Yarn — 150,000 
In Manufacture, to foreign Parts — — 50,000 


In raw Wool — 100,000 


tion. 


— — 


* 
n 


Total 1, ooo, ooo Stones. 


— — .— 


— emnd 


9. Next, let us ſee the Computation of another Tr; Gentleman (No. 6.) 
who ſuppoſes 2,000,000 Souls (the preſent Number in Ireland) to conſume 
of Wool, at four Pound per Head, 8,000,000 Pounds, which at 16 Pound 
to the Stone, is — — Foo, ooo Stones. 
Imported to England 100,000 

In Manufacture, to foreign Parts — 40,000. 

In raw Wool — — 20, ooo 


6 


Total 660,000 Stones. 


— — 


— 


10. According to this latter Computation, to make up the whole Quantity 
of 1,000,000 Stones, as by the Computation of (No. 1.) there wants to be 
accounted for, 340, ooo Stones, which (if the one was true, as to the 
whole Quantity produced, and alſo the other, as to the home Conſump- 
tion, and the Importations to England) muſt be looked upon, as ſo much ex- 


willing to bring to Account. 
the whole Quantity of Wool produced yearly in Ireland, does far exceed 


Ireland has about one Third of the Number of Inhabitants of England, and near a Fourth in 
the Value of Lands. Eſſay on the Inequality of our preſent Taxes, 1746. (pag; 32.) 
I compute that the yearly Rents of Lands [in England] are eighteen Millions. (pag. 33.) 
R 2 | 1,000,000 


Chap. 143 MEMOIRS or WOOL, „. 37 


cauſe, he ſays, it was a Computation- made with great Accuracy i, and 1 No. 1. 
F A Compu 


ported clandeſtinely, more than our ſecond 1ri/þ Political Arithmetician b is 5 No, 6. 


11. But, befides what we have ſeen already to induce us to believe, that i. 6, 7. 


| 
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k No. 6. f. 3- Carried elſewhere. He admits further *, contrary to what Mr. Dobbs hath 
1 See Ch. 326 advanc'd about the Decreaſe ! of Sheep in that Kingdom, the lame Quantity 


5 30. of Wool to be grown there, as formerly. And indeed it is natural to ſup- 
poſe rather more than leſs. | ä 

13. But in Contradifion to both theſe Opinions, touching the ſpare Wool 

of Ireland; and to induce us to believe (notwithſtanding the pretended 

Accuracy of their Computations) that the fpare Wool of Ireland (when 

in full Stock) was then, and is now, more than 400,000 Stones 

(according to No. 1.) or than 360,000 (according to No. 6.) we are to 

remember what has occurred before, viz. that in 1687, when the Iri{ 

Woolen Manufacture was at the higheſt, there was imported to England in 

k Ch. 126. Wool and Yarn, at 18 15. to the Stone, — 264, 260 * Stones 

$ 8. which at 16 56. is — 3 292,792 Stones. 

Alſo in 1697, when the Woolen Trade of Ireland was again grown conſi- 

derable, the Wool and Yarn imported thence to England was, at 18 

1 Ch. 126. jy mn — — 231, 158! Stones 

** which at 16 F. is — 260,052 Stones. 

14. Tis true, the Medium, of Wool and Yarn imported from ITreland to 

m Ch. 126. Eng/and, from 1700 to 1703 incluſive, was — 361,491 ® Stones, 

$ 10. (A.) And there is a double Account to be given of this Increaſe beyond the 

Years 1687, and 1697. Firſt, the Diſcouragement which the Woolen 

„Ch: 8g, Manufacture of Ireland had received in 1699, by the Stat. 10, 11 V. III. 

$ 7. c. 10. Secondly, the Stock of Sheep in that Kingdom had probably increal- 


theſe Gentlemen compute rightly the Quantity of Wool exported, raw or 
manufactured, from Ireland. 
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1,000,000 Stones: And whatever may be the whole Quantity yearly pro. 
duced in that Kingdom, there are Reaſons for thinking that neither of 


12. The former (No. 1.) will allow but 300,000 Stones to be produced 
in Ireland, more than ſerves for their home Conſumption. The latter 
(No. 6.) admits that after the Year 1699, when Ireland was firſt prohibit- 
ed from exporting their Woolen Manufacture, the ſpare Wool of Ireland 
for ſome Time, was 360,000 Stones and No MORE. (So much being 
brought to England, and none, as he would have it believed, at that Time 


ed very much; and probably, in Proportion, much more than the Number 
of the People there. But to take for granted. that no Wool was uſed to be 
exported clandeſtinely from Ireland to foreign Parts, before the ſaid Stat. 


1699, is begging the Queſtion extremely. On the Contrary, we find it as 
much 
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much a common Complaint in the general ?, for forty Years at leaſt, before, 


as it has been, ſince the Year 1699; and with regard to thoſe particular 


+ Years, 1687, 1697, and che Period 17003, we have ſeen Reaſons to 
convince us, that, beſides what was brought to England, Wool was export. 
ed from Ireland to men . no leſs, then, than at on Times, before, 


and ſince. 
Conſequently, it is to be concluded that nad Vaters more ſpurs Wool 


than according to either of theſe Gentlemen, and alſo ſends out clandeiinth, in 


Wool or Yarn, or Woolen Manufacture, more than they are willing fo ac- 
knowledge. (See Ch. 47 P. 8. particularly $. 30.) 


al, on this Head, prior to the Year 1699, \ See Chap 
Ch. $7 Gi 75-$egn 1 NY Ty 8 ry 8 k 


55 E 
Ch. 51. F 2, 11. Ch. 5 


Ch. 66, 11. &. 
87 As to 2 1687, - b. "3s. 


For the Yar 1697» See alſo -2. Ca in 

8 Agai . of a tor intced 2 Practices diſcovered 7 ſelling 77 
ners — p ) gives this mony. In Ireland, !702 to 1705, IL per- 

_—_—_—— ks > 7 5 ation of Wool to France.” * n 


And thus we ſee, * what Uſe is this Collection of Memoirs towards aſcertamingę the Truth, or 
2— of Things — n „ wr hey inſiſlad upon, as the Ground or Foundation of Jeme 
itical Syſtem, relati vol, | 


For Inflance, the — Perſon (No. 6.) Mir to a great Eat in Ireland) as an Advocate for 
a free Woolen Trade from that Kingdom, endeavours to 
— prevent the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool from thence; and to A. ngliſh 
tlemen of this, he would have it believed, that the clandefline Expertation of Mb, from Ireland, 
commenced fince the Stat. in 1699, againſt exporting Woolen Manufacture from thence to foreign 
Parts, and by thereof, and that it would therefore ceaſe with the r repealing of that Ae; which 


is a Concluſion drawn from falſe Premiſes, St, eteraburgh, July 1740, 


* n : * * * — —ͤmũ — ñ 2. - 1 
: SP S n 5 7 * een — — * ? 4 _ ”_ * 


perſuade us, that ſuch a * would effec- 


— — 


8 =__ — — 
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— — — » 
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N : h : 


A Schene for a Trade through Rullia ts Perla 


- 
* 


. El- ©, Y 4 3 A 
3 I, Paper * was given to Mr. Fixen af PETERSBURGH by Captai 


n Elton, 
relating to the opening Trade through Ruſſia to Perſia. 


2. Captain Elton delivered alſo a ſecond Paper * to Mr. Fincn.. 2 

3. Mr, Fixch having tranſmitted theſe Papers to the Duke of Newcafl,, 
his Grace, by the King's Order, laid them before the Commiſſioners. of Trade, 
who made a Repreſentation to his Majeſty, which was followed by an Ad 
of Parliament, viz. as f n 


4. An Aft for opening 


a Trade to and from Perſia, 14 Geo. Il; c. 36*, 


CHAP, 

* © The Northem Provinces of Perfia the. moſt. and beſt Sort of raw Silk; which 
* ſupplies not only the Manufactures, of Mufbad and the Southern Provinces, but, in a great 
Meaſure, Turkey. - | 


Muſbad, now made the Seat of the Penſian Empire, hath almoſt drained [þpahan of its In- 
$ habitants ; and being not quite 14 Days Journey for the Caravan, from the Port of A/itrabath, 
is a very lucky Circumſtance for the Zritzh Merchants to Ras; who on this Occaſion have 
$ it in their Power wholly to ſupply. that Capital with European Commodities ; particularlys with 
< Woolen Good, which the tow the. higheſt to the loweſt, all and that ſo 
much, that they wear Stockings of no Sort, but what are made of Woolen Cloth ; and not 
only that Part of Pœſia might be ſerved by Brits Merchants, but all the Cities in great and 
little Bacharia. In which it is evident they oan have no Nivala, nos thoſe Countries be ſup- 
$ plied with European Commodities any other Way. It would be entirely a new: Branch of 
Trade, and might ſhortly become a moſt important one; in which they could never be ſup- 
< planted, ſo long as they can ſecure a Paſſage through Ruſſia, and a Freedom of Navigation on 
© the Caſpian; both which it will ever be the Intereſt of the Sovereigns of Ruſſia to grant to the 
Subjects of Griat Britain. It would create a vaſt additional Conſumption of our Woolen Ma- 
+ nufactures, for which the Returns may be made in Gold, raw Silk, Cotton, fine Wool, Silk, 
* Yarn, and other manufactured Commodities. It is alſo more than barely probable, that when 
the Britih Merchants ſhall have well eſtabliſhed themſelves in this Trade, in a few Years 
© only, it muf} become a more beneficial Trade to Great Britain, than the Turkey Trade is at 
« preſent ; as in this Trade a greater Quantity of Woolen Goods may be vended at a better 
price, and that to Countries where the Britiſ Commerce hath never yet been extended, or 
ever can be extended by any other Canal, than that propoſed ; and from whence may be im- 
ported, beſides others, the very ſame Commodities the Turkey Cones 


y now imports into 
Great Britain, full Fifty per Cent. cheaper than they can do; and this laſt Conſideration alone, 
& ſurely might ſuffice to entitle the Britih Ruſſia Merchants to the Freedom of importing ſuch 


+ Commodities into Great Britain, although therein they ſhould chance to interfere with the Pri- 
$ * of the Turkey Company.“ 
* 


lich contained an Account of the Privileges, &c. to be obtained of her Imperial 
Majeſty's Cabinet Council, in order to facilitate this new propoſed Trade. 


+ * This Aft recites, That whereas it may be of Advantage to this Kingdom, to open a 


© Trad: to and from Perſia, . Ruſſia, by promoting the Conſumption of Woolen and other 
Maruſactures thereof, if raw Si 


k and other Goods of the Growth, Produce and Manufacture 
* of Perfia, be 8 to be imported into this Kingdom, from Ruſſia, in 1 — — 


% 
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C H A P. -CXLV. 


The Conſequences of Trade, &c. of the Woolen Trade in 
particular, c. 


By a Draper of London, Gc. 


1. UR Wool for Clothing is, to ALL THE WoRLD, as much A Nx- 


the Growth of our own CounTRy than any Thing; becauſe, the middling 
Sort of CLoTHs, for the Uſe of the Bu/k of Mankind, cannoT be made 


without it (NOR ANY SORTS manufactured to any Perfection) and THERE-. 


rokk if we be wiſe enough to manufacture ou own Wool at Home, we 


MusT have the Setving of ALL Tue WorLp with his Kind of Woolen 


Manufacture. 8 
2. Let us enquire into the Nature of the Woolen Manufacturies, and we 


ſhall eaſily perceive how the Advantages of them come to be ſo ſuperior to 
thoſe of any other Branch of Buſineſs. The Riches of a Nation ariſe out 


of the Labour of the People exported to foreign Markets. If our People 


can be employed, and we can find Cuſtom abroad for the Goods manufac- 
tured by them, then the more populous we are, the richer we are. But a 
Number of People unemployed, are a Burthen, as this Nation feels very 
ſenſibly at preſent. But if our Wool were kept and manufactured at home, 
all our People might be employed in the Woolen Manufacturies, and the 
Wages paid by Foreigners in the Purchaſe of the Goods, I ſhall give the 
Reader a ſmall Specimen of the Number of Hands employed in manufac- 
turing our Wool, which by Multiplication would ſhew him, how many the 
whole Growth of our Country would employ. 


* Woolen and other Manufactures, as ſhall be exported from hence into Ruſia, and from thence 
carried into Perſia, and not otherwiſe. 

Aud therefore enatts, That the Ruſſia may import Perfian Commodities, being 
* purchaſed by Barter with Briti/þh Manufactures, or with the Produce of ſuch ManufaQtures ex- 
ported to Ruſſia, on the Oath of the Importer, any Thing to the contrary notwithſtanding, in a 


* Clauſe of the A& 12 Car. II. c. 18.———with Proviſo againt. Perfian Manufactures to be 


* worn in this Kingdom. 


N. B. It bas been ſaid in the publick Papers, that Captain Elton, the firſt Projector of this 


eme of Trade, being entruſted by ſome of the Engliſh Ruſſia Merchants, with one or more 
Ships upon the Caſpian, containing a rich Cargo of Goods for Perſia, did run away with the 


whole which by ſome later and more authentic Accounts ſeems not to have been true. And 
though the Project failed, through ſome wrong Conduct in him, yet did not the Commiſſioners of 
Trade, or the Legi — 


the Thing itſelf ; 3 well deſigned? 


3. For 


cESSARY of Life, as Any THING ELSE, and more PECULIARLY- 


Tn 
: 
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3. For Inſtance, three Packs of Wool manufactured into Broad Cloths, 
Sc. on a moderate Computation, one Sort with another, employ 450 na 
ſons a Week, (I might ſay a great many more, almoſt 600, but I am willing 
to keep within Bounds,) who upon an Average, will earn, each Perſon, 
55. a Week, the whole amounting to 112 J. 103. Now the Growth of 
Great Britain and Ireland being above a Million of Packs, (as will be proy d) 
if three Packs will employ 450 Hands, and their Labour produces 112“. 
10 5, a Week, any one that underſtands Figures may ſoon ſee how many a 
Million of Packs will employ, and how much they will earn in a Week. 

4. I appeal now to the Gentlemen in the Silken Buſineſs, whether that 
can employ ſo many, and whether we had not better employ all the Hands 
we can ſpare, in the Woolen Manufacturies, and purchaſe Silken Goods 
manufactured, than manufacture them ourſelves; foraſmuch as the Labour 
of the Hands employed in manufacturing Wool, would be more than we 
ſhould give Foreigners for their Labour in manufacturing Silk. Beſides, 
the Silken Goods that we make at home, are only for our on Conſump- 
tion; conſequently, none of them being exported, no Profit can ariſe to us 
from the Labour employed in them. 

5. To ſhew this Matter in another Light; the higheſt Price that Wool 
bears at preſent, is 5 J. a Pack; the Product therefore of twenty Packs ex- 
ported to France, unmanufactured, will be no more than 100 J. But twenty 
Packs in King Wilkam's, and Queen Anne's Reign, when we manufactured 
it ourſelves, ſold for 12 to 16 /. a Pack. Taking it at the loweſt, at 12/. a 
Pack, which Price Wool would again yield the Sheep-Maſter, in three or 
four Years Time (if the Exportation of it were ſtopped) the twenty Packs 
which now ſell for no more than 100 J. would fell for 240 J. which makes 

140 J. Difference to the Sheep-Maſter only. The Labour in manufacturing 

theſe twenty Packs, at 3 s. each Pound of Wool upon an Average, (though 
it really comes to 55.) amounts to 720 J. So that the whole Loſs to the Na- 
tion, is 800 J. in every twenty Packs that are exported unmanufactured. 

But this is not all. The 100 J. which the French give for theſe twenty 

Packs of Wool, is not paid in Specie, but in Silks, Brandy, &c. Duty free. 

Now if we loſe, and give the French, in every twenty Packs of Wool ex- 

ported to them unmanufactured, 860 J. what muſt be the Conſequence of 

giving them ſo many 100,000 Packs, as we give them yearly ? 


6. But 
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6. But the Profits ariſing from the Woolen Manufacturies will be further 
ſet forth under the next Head of Enquiry, from a Calculation of Mr. Lan- 
don's. ; N 
Mr. London computes, that all our Wool and Labour that goes abroad, 
does not amount to above fourteen Millions “ Sterling. How much larger 
they were in 1 698, any one may imagine, from what Mr. Webber has teſti- 
fied upon his own Knowledge, (pag. 17. of his five Letters.) He tells us 
there, that at Briſtol Fair only, in eight Days Time, the Dutch and Spaniſb 
Merchants and Factors, bought above 150,000 Pounds worth of Woolen 
Goods, beſides what was carried from Bridgewater in a Dutch Dogger. 
Upon which he obſerves very juſtly, that we have all imaginable Reaſon to 
think that Minebead, &c. ſold proportionable Quantities for Exportation. 
We have none of thoſe Dutch and Spaniſh Merchants and Factors going, 
as they uſed to do, to the Manufacturers Houſes in the Country; they are 
forced to ſend their Goods to Blackwell-Hall, there to pay Houſe Rent, &c. 
Theſe known FaQts undeniably prove a vaſt Decay of Trade. 
7. The State of foreign Coin among us, of which we have none, unleſs 
it be Portugal Money, is another plain Proof, that by the Loſs of our Woolen 
Trade, the Balance of all Nations is againſt us. In France, Enghſh Gui- 
neas are as common as Portugal Pieces are here. The preſent great Scarcity 
of our own Coin, and the Increaſe of the Number of our Poor, ſhews the » og 
fame beyond Contradiction. Let any one examine particularly the State of DD 
thoſe Towns, where the Woolen Manufactures have been carried on, and 
he will ſee the moſt flouriſhing Towns reduced to Beggary by the Loſs of 
their Trade. It is poſſible, that in ſome few Places, the Woolen Buſineſs 
may have been lower than at preſent ; but then it is not as high as it has been 
even in thoſe Places ; neither if jt were otherwiſe, would a particular In- 
ſtance or two ſignify any Thing to the general State of the Kingdom, 
8. If we have loſt our Woolen Trade, into what Hands is it fallen? Se- 
veral Nations have come in for a Share of the Plunder ; but France has the 
Bulk of it, as appears by Mr. Mun's Journal v of the State of their Manu- » Chap. 140. 
facturies in the Year 1732 ; which muſt be greatly improved ſince. And 
therefore, to ſhew at one View, our Loſs and their Gain, I ſhall tranſcribe a a 


f 


* Net above 14 Millions Sterling ! If this Writer had conſulted the Britiſh Merchant , , in- t See Chap. 
ſtead of Mr. London, he would have found that ſo lately as 1713, far from exporting to the Va. 100. F. 9. 
lue of 14 Millions in the ſingle Article of J/oo/en Manufacture, * ALL our annual Exportations 
* to foreign Countries, both of our 9wg and foreign Goods, did not amount te ſeven Mlliens. 


Yor, II. 8 Calculation 
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well be ſuppoſed ; for they will certainly import no more of our Wool than 
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Calculation from Mr. London's Pamphlet. According to a very modeſt 
Computation, the French have yearly 500,000 Packs of our Wool unma- 
nufactured, with which they work up twice as much of their own. The 
immenſe Detriment ariſing from hence to us, and the till larger Profit ac- 
cruing to-them, he ſets forth in the following Manner. 


A Million Packs of Wool (for ſo much it computed to be 


grown here) as ſold when confined to our own Manufactures FL, 
at 16/ — — — x 


The Labour and Profit in working it at ſuch Times, at 


— 16,000,000 
40 40,000,000 


Total 56, ooo, ooo 


2 
As now ſold, ſuffered to go abroad — — 4, 000, ooo 
The Labour and Profit of 500,000 Packs, manufactured under 


the Diſadvantages mentioned, at half Wages, 20 /. per Pack 10,000,000 


—— — 


— 


W 


Total 14, ooo, ooo 


1 nn 
— ———— — 


— CL. 42,000,000 


Is to our Diſadvantage 


beſides what the landed Intereſt ſuffers by the Poor, and Rates made to 
maintain them. On the other Hand, France, by getting over 500,000 
Packs of our Wool, can work up a Million and half; it being on all Hands 
agreed, that one Pack of ours is ſufficient to work up two of theirs; and 
ſuppoſe we reckon but 35 /. a Pack for their Labour in working it, then the 
Labour of a Million and half of Packs, at 35 /. per Pack, amounts to 
52 Millions and half Sterling. And that they do work up fo much, may 


is abſolutely neceſſary for them *. —— 


2 — 


9. I have 


* Here the Draper, to ſupport his Allegations, enters into a Computation of the Quantity of 
Wool grown yearly in Great Britain and Ireland; which he makes to be Packs 1,27 4,000, be- 


ſides Vel Wool and that of Lambs. It appears (/ays he) by the Tell Books, that 36, ooo Sheep 
and Lambs are brought weekly to Smithfield.” | 


From this he takes his Computation, as above; on which has been made the following Remark. 


gut we are informed, the Sheep and Lambs brought to Smithfield, by the ſaid Toll Books, on 
© an Average, are no more, one Week with another, than 12,000. This, according to his own 


Method of calculating, will reduce our yearly Produce of Wool to leſs than 425,000 _ 
et 
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9. I have already computed the Profit ariſing from the Labour of manu- 
ſacturing a Million of Packs only; ſhall here ſubjoin a Calculation of the page "I 
Share Foreigners would pay of this Profit to us. Two hundred and fifty 
thou ſand Packs yearly, the fourth Part of our Produce, will cloath mor®© 
than the Number of our Inhabitants are ſuppoſed to amount to. So that 
three Parts in four of our Manufacture would be exported, and bring home 
in Return, to the amount of no leſs than THIXTV MILLIONS, be- 
ſides the Value of the Wool itſelf, which is reckoned at TweLve Mir Li- NS 
ons more, in all amounting to FokTY Two Mi1LL1ows; all ariſing from one 
ſingle Branch of our Trade; and far exceeding all the Branches of Trade, 
belonging to this or any other Nation. If therefore we were fo wiſe and 
juſt to ourſelves, as to preſerve this Bleſſing, we might be the richeſt and 
moſt powerful Nation in the whole World. 

10. Some Gentlemen are of Opinion, that we might recover our Woolen Page 17. 
Trade, by reducing the Price of Labour, &c. But why ſhould we be at 
the trouble of contriving to go cheap to Market as the French, and have 
the Price of our Goods beat down, when we can at once hinder them from 
going to Market at all, and by baving the Market to our8ELves, be able to 
fix our own Price? But (ſay they) if it be thus neceſſary to prevent the Ex- 
portation of Wool, how can it be done? A Scheme of Mr. Webber's has p,,. 86. 
been offered and approved as effectual. He has had a Charter granted him 
for putting it in Execution *; and only wants an Act of Parliament to con- 

* * 8 2 4," 


© Yet (/ays he) the French get, on a moderate Compu 
iy; he ought therefore to reconſider this Point. | Pave 86 
© Total Number of Sheep and Lambs ſold in Smithfield, taken from the Toll Books of the Years * *8* 80. 
- 1735 1738. viz, Total 17.35, 642,420; (1738) 610, 180. | 
* Iho' the Markets of Years are not low, the Medium does not exceed 12,000 per 
Week; yet Mr. Webber has lately told the Houſe of Commons, as his Friend the Author of 
De Conſequences of Trade, &c. had before, the Publick, that 36000 Lambs and Sheep were 
* fold, one Week with another, in Smithfield, and killed for the Uſe of the Metropolis. They 
* are therefore detwred to conſider ſuch a groſs fundamental Miſtake, from whence they calculate 
not only the Peopſe and Wool of Great Britain and Ireland, but the Loſs of the Nation, and 
* the great Benefit to ariſe from their Scheme.” 
When the Petitions relating to this Affair were referred, as uſual, to his Majeſty's At- £4 Hard- 


tation, $00,000 Packs of our Wool year- 


© torney General at that Time (now the Lord Chancellor) for him to conſider of them, and make wick's Opi- 


* his Report thereupon ; he did Gan wy certify to his Majeſty, (after auf - had L A 
anufacture being "A 

Bain of the neral)) of a 

Regiftry for 


the Petitioners before him, as well as Mr. Webber himſelf) t the Molen 

* the moſt benefiecial and extenſive of all the Manufattures of this Kingdom, and the 

© Wioel-combers being a very material Article of that Trade, carried on by great Multitudes of People, 

* ſpread aver ell Parts of England, in Places very remate ſrom 0:1e another, and in that reſpect ſcarce Wool by a 
| | 8 6 poſſible Charter, 
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firm it, which has been promiſed him, but delayed from Time to Time. 
He has found out what no body elſe could contrive, though many have 
racked their Inventions ever fince Queen Eliabeths Time. And are 28 
Millions loſt by us every Year, and above twice as much gained by our 
Enemies, ſuch a Trifle, that we can ſafely let Seſſion after Seſſion flip, with- 
out putting a Stop to this Evil? In the Name of every Thing that is ſenſi- 
ble and prudent, what can the People of this Kingdom mean? Am 1 
warm? The Cauſe deſerves it. Our ALL is at Stake, and if loſt, can never 
be. retrieved. If 1 have exaggerated, let any one ſhew it, and I dare pro- 
miſe to throw away my Pen, and engage never to get another to diſturb the 
Publick with. | 

11. That this Pamphlet may not be unknown, I am determined to cir- 
culate at my own Expence, at leaſt, a Thouſand of them, and if any one, 
after reading it, ſhall be diſpoſed to give away any in proper Places, he 
ſhall have half a Dozen at half Price. Whether the Citizens of London, or 
any others of Ability will follow my Example, and give any Thing to- 
wards ſaving their Country from Ruin they only muſt determine. 

12, P. S. To put the moſt candid Conſtruction upon this Performance, The 
Draper, &c. (for 1 have omitted much that was inflammatory and reflecting) 
Here is an Appearance of the greateſt Zeal, and the leaſt Knowledge upon this 
Subject, that can poſſibly be ſhewn or imagined; but, 

As this Author builds the leaſt of bis Errors and Extravagances upon Mr. 
Webber, whom I have conſidered, there is leſs Occaſion to ſpend Time in re- 
marking upon him (the Draper of London.) 1! is ſufficient to obſerve that this 
Tract, being calculated to raiſe the Paſſions of the People; and therefore induſ- 
trioufly ſpread throughout the Kingdom, did produce in the next Seſſion of Park- 
ament, ſo many Applications, in Reference to the Buſineſs of Wool, as gave riſe 
to 4 Committee; the Reſult whereof was, A Report, That the Exportation 
* of Wool could not be prevented by any Thing leſs than an univerſal Re- 
« oiftry.” A Scheme for which Purpoſe was ordered to be prepared by the Lords 
Commiſſioners of Trade, &c. But while this was doing, the following Letter 
appeared in Public. 
© poſſible to be reduced under one general Management ; and no Experiment having hitherto been mad: 
« of putting any Branch of this important Manuſatture into a Corporation to extend throughout Eng- 


© land, the attempting obe reef might be attended with Conſequences which could not be foreſeen, 
« was humbly of Opinion, that it was not adviſeable for his Majefly to grant ſuch a Charter as was 


| * defired. "Thus a Stop was put to that Affair.“ 


Remarks upon Mr. Webber and the Draper, 1741. p. 36. 
13. Sir, 
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13. Sir, The Petition of the Lord Mayor, &c. and Petitions from G. A. vol. 


11. p. 107, 


© many other Places preſented to the Houſe of Commons, praying them to 
take into Conſideration, the cland:fiine Exportation of Wool, have been re- 
« ferred to a Committee, Mr. Webber called in, and aſked ſeveral Queſti- 
ons; ſeveral Objections have been made to his Scheme, or Method; in 
« general, that it is not practicable, A Manufacturer has publiſhed a juft = A. Bery. 
« Obſervation in the Daily Advertiſer, in which he ſays, A Clauſe in the dite 

« late Act for preventing the exporting Wool (ſaid to be obtained by Mr. 
Wr) binders the Exportation of ſmall Skains or Cruels, under pretence 

© that they are capable of being reduced * into Wool; by which 10,000 Perſons 

© gre reduced unto Beggary, and great Sums loſt to the Nation. For a Pound, 

, Wool is but 6d. which thus manufactured, amounts to from 3 to g 1. and 

© bow it could be reduced to Wool +, to any Profit, is a Myſtery". 

* Another Scheme to keep our Wool at home, was offered to Parlia- 


As to Skains or Cruel Yarn, it is impoſſible to reduce it to Wool: It is doubled, twiſted 
and twice thrown up on the Mill, then ſcouted and dyed; nor can any other Uſe be made of 

« it, than that to which it is applied in the Nunneries abroad. It is ſent away in ſmall Skains 
ready to work up with the Needle. I was informed that ſome of it, which was ſeized and fold 
to a Weaver at the Cuſtom-Houſe, proved difadvantageous to him, for he could neither make 

© Warp nor Woof of it for any kind of Stuff. And as it is fold in France for 7 f. per Pound, I 
would be glad to know what Sort of Wares can be made of Yarn, which before the weaving, 

© cofts fo much. There ſhould be Liberty to export that Commodity, provided two or. three 
gearchers were inted on Oath, at the Cuſtom-Houſe, to examine the Worſted at ſome pub- 

* lick Hall in on an appointed Day, in a Week, and to receive one Half. penny per 

© Pound for theirr Trouble. to unmanufactured Wool, I know no Method fo proper as to 

* ſend all by Land, except Jriſþ Wool or Yarn: and that ſhould be ſent in Regiſter Ships belong- 

© ing tothe Crown. The Freight to be ſettled, and Certificates taken of the Lading in Ireland, 


and Landing in England.“ | | 
Dur humble Servant, 


Benjamin White, 


P. S. Mr. Webber and Mr. London declared before the Houſe of Commons, that neither 
* the Officers of Exciſe nor Cuſtoms would faithfully diſcharge the Truſt, and therefore were 
* improper Perſons [to have the Care of preventing the Exportation of Wool.] 
I ſuppeſe Mr. Webber might ibn it neceſſary to ſay thus much, with a View of therely intraduc- 
ing himſelf, and Patentees of his Nomination, into that Truſt. But 445 75 it true, that the 
Officers of Exciſe and Cuſtoms were falſe to their Truſt in the Caſe of Wool, it ſhews a Temptation | 
to be ſo. Aud therefore the Objection bolds equally againſt Patentees ,, as again any other Perſons, » Se Ch. 55. 
For theugh one Man may bave more Integrity than another ; yet to affirm that one Claſs of Perſons F+ 5. 
are better to be trufted than another Claſs in like Circumſtances, is extreme Arrogance. 
. Upon whatever Reaſons the Parliament might ſee proper to inſert a Clauſe for prohibiting - 
the Exportation of Cruels, I cannot think it was from an Opinion that thoſe Crucls could be re- 
duced to Wool again; with any Profit eſpecially. Neither do I imagine, that, as a Reaſon for 
prohibiting the Exportation of common Yarn or Worſted, they thought it capable (when once 
fairly ſpun) of being unravelled into Woot again, with any Advantage; for even that is a moſt 
abſurd Notion ; yet it is not only too generally ſwallowed, (and it ſerves to give a very falſe 
ay: — 1 Properties of Engliſh and Iriſþ Wool) 105 N would be a to " 
mott knowing expreſsly give into; and particularly Mr. ndes in his Scheme pri 1745. Page 13. 
By Order of the Houſe of — f F 4 , 10 
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| MEMOIRS or WOOL, &. Chap. 146. 
ment, ſigned S. M. which propoſes to appoint Warebouſes throughout thi; 


© Kingdom and Ireland, fo receive all the Wool, alſo Clerks to regiſter it, &c 


© with a Tax of 28, a Week upon every Loom towards the Expence of the ſame. 
To this it is objected, that it would require an immenſe Sum, and after all, 
only embraſs Trade. The Means therefore of accompliſhing this great 
End are yet undetermined ; and as the Importance of the Affair deſerves 


the cloſeſt Attention, it is hoped that every Man, whoſe manner of Life 
has enabled him to obtain any Knowledge of it, will communicate his 


«See Ch. 127: Opinion“. 


This Letter, with many foregoing Circumſtances, produced the following 
SCHEMES, 


we a. Al at. 4 


C HAP. CXLVI. 
A ſhort View of ſeveral Schemes, 1 A he 
NN. I. 


I. A Small Duty upon Wool, will, in my Opinion, moſt effectually pre- 
vent the Exportation of it. 
2. I propoſe therefore, 1. That one Shilling a Tod be laid upon Wool, 
2, Every Man that has Sheep, ſhall on a Day appointed, deliver upon Oath 
to an exact Liſt of his Sheep, &c. with the Weight of Wool he 
has ſhorn. Which Affidavit ſhall be delivered to him in Writing, by 
whoſe Fee ſhall be one Shilling. 3. Every Perſon that pulls Wool, 
as Felmongers, Cc. ſhall, in like manner, once every Year. 4. A Tran- 
ſcript, with an Extract of theſe Affidavits, ſhall be fixed on the Doors of the 
Pariſh Church. $5. The Money to be collected before Michaelmas in every 
Year. 6. Officers (who ſhall be upon Oath) or Owners guilty of Falſe- 
hood, to be puniſhed as the Legiſlature ſhall direct. 7. Owner of Sheep, 
or Felmonger, neglecting to give in the requiſite Account, to forfeit, &c. 
8. The Receiver General ſhall direct the Collectors of the Land-Tax to ga- 
ther the Money; which ſhall be remitted to the Commiſſioners; who 
ſhall be five in Number; two choſe by the King; one by the Commons, 


* This is taken from a Pamphlet entitled, Short 9 on the preſent Decay of the M colen 
Marufatturg. 


one 
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with a Salary of 200 J. each. 9. The Commiſſioners ſhall deliver their Ac- 
counts yearly upon Oath, to the Houſe of Commons. to. The Profits of the 


Markets where the French rival us. 
z. This Duty will advance the Price of Wool 71. per Cent. ; which mich the 
Bounty propoſed, * will enti rely Bop the Progreſs of their Woolen Trade. 


Nu 5 B. II. 


1. The rſt Step to prevent the Exportation of Wool, is to take away 
the Temptation to it, by buying it at Home. 


monger, c. ſhall fell their Wool, but at an appointed Market. 2, That 
Perſons appointed ſhall buy the Wool at near double the preſent Price, and 
ſell it out at Markets, &c. appointed, at a ſtated Profit. 3. That the 
Agents ſhall be paid according to the Buſineſs they tranfact. 4. That the 
Wool be ſtocked in Towns where it is to be ſold. 5. That Agents ſend 
weekly Accounts of their Tranſactions to the Commiſſioners of the Woolen 
Manufacture. 6. That the Agents pay for the Wool, not in Money, but 
in Bills, to be exchanged for Money with the Collectors of the Revenue. 
7. That the Manufacturers may purchaſe Wool with Goods manufactured, 
and ſent up to the Commiſſioners. 8. The Goods taken by the Commiſſioners 
to be ſold once a Month for Exportation, at fated Prices, g. The Puniſhment 


Linen and Rua Diaper, which will promote the Conſumption of our Wool. 
11, Such an Advance on.1r:fh and Scotch Wool, as may take away the Temp- 
tation to export it. 12. A careful Inſpection by publick Officers, of Goods 
made for Exportation, | 


+ NuMs. III. 


1. That our Wool ſhall be put under an Exciſe. 2. That the Ex- 
ciſe on Soap, Candles, Leather, &c. be taken off, and in its ſtead, an Ex- 
ciſe of one eighth of its Value laid upon Wool. 3. That an Account ſhall be 


From an Eſſay, by Cornelius Strong cafile. 
+ From a Pamphlet entitled, An impartial Enquiry, &c. By J. Gee. 


when 


o | 


Wool Tax ſhall be employed in Bounties on that Cloth, which is carried to : 


2. To this purpoſe it may be enacted, 1. That no Owner of Sheep, Fel- 


for Exportation of Wool, to be a heavy Fine, and the Informer receive a 
Penſion for Life. 10. A high Duty upon all other ManufaQtures, printed 


given of the Wool in Hand, an Entry made by Growers at the Zxciſe-Office 
of Sheep, before they are ſhorn; and Information given of the Day 
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” 


when they ſhall ſhear ; at which Time, a proper Officer ſhall attend, and 
take an Account of the Wool, from a ſworn Wool-winder, who ſhall wind 
and weigh it. 4. That when the Wool is to be ſold, the Seller and Buyer 
ſhall at the Exc:ſe-Office, enter their Names, the Quantity and Price; paying 
the Duty. 5. And if the Price ſpecified, is ſuſpected to be under the real 
Value, the Officer may take it at the Price, giving the Buyer a Profit of five 
per Cent. which Wool, when fold again, ſhall be liable to a Tax, as if it had 
not been ſold before. 6. That the Farmer ſhall be able to recover from the 
Buyer of the Wool, only the Price at which it is entered, &c. 7. That the 
Buyer ſhall not remove the Wool without a Permit, of which the Officer 
who grants it, ſhall inform the Officer of the Place to which it is to be car- 
ried. 8. And in this Manner being conveyed to the Manufacturer, he 
ſhall at every Sitting, give an Account of the Wool in his Hands, which 
ſhall likewiſe be ſubject to Surveys; and the ſame ſhall be done by Fel- 
mongers, &c. 9. No Britiſh Wool ſhall be carried Coaſtwiſe, or put on 
Board any Ship or Veſſel (Ferry Boats croſſing an Inland River excepted.) 
10. Iriſþ Wool to be imported only from and to certain Ports, in Ships ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe. 11. No Britiſh Wool to be exported to Jerſey, 
Guernſey, Alderney, or Sark, 


C H A P. CXLVII. 
Obſervations on the ſeveral Schemes in the foregoing Chapter, 


Nu M B. I. 


H E Author of this Scheme is ? fundamentally miſtaken, in taking 
for granted, that a general Duty on Wool, of one Shilling per 
Tod, would be a Means of rendering that Commodity one Jot dearer ; 
otherwiſe than as being ſo far a Difcouragement to the growing of Wool, 
it might contribute to make it ſcarcer. This Duty, in every other Reſpect, 
would be in the Nature of an additional Land Tax, And I believe the 
Nation has not found that a Land Tax has contributed any Thing to the 
Price of Wool. | 

But though a Tax of one Shilling per Tod on Wool, would have ren- 


dered it ſo much dearer ; yet, if it advanced the Price for 6 the 
PE rice 


Chap. 148. MEMOIRS oz WOOL, &c. : 143 
Price for home Uſe alſo- being equally advanced at the ſame Time byche | 
fame Means, the Difference of 7 per Cent. was but imaginar x. 


As to the Article propoſed, of a Bounty on Drapery exported, 1 confeſs 
ſomething might by expected from ſuch a Policy. 


NR & II. 


2. The Author * hath ſaid all in few: Words, viz. © That the firſt Step » Chap: 146, 
« toprevent the Exportation of Wool is, 1 take away the TEMPTATION 70 Ne. 

« it, by buying it at home, at a ſufficient high Price. But then the Method, 

by which-he has propoſed to do this, is ſo much out of the common Courſe 

3 Trade, and gives ſuch Liberty for Fraud and Oppreſſion, that the Re- 

medy would go near to be worſe than the Diſeaſe; rendering Commerce 
in ſome Views, precarious ; in others, wholly impracticable. | 

For Inſtance, (Ng. 8.) Goods taken by the Commiſſioners, to be fold on once a. See Chap. 
« Month for Exportation at flated Prices.” Does not this Policy proceed 14 

very much upon that Notion we often meet with, That the Engliſh, might (Fiz 8) 
have it in their Power to diſpoſe of their Moolen Goods abroad, at uE IN o 

Prices ? Than which nothing is more chimerical and falſe. 


| Nu M B. III. | 

3. A great Part of this Scheme, viz. the # Regiſtry conducted in the 1 146. 
Method of the Exciſe, ſeems to have been adopted from Mr. Cary» . Buy » Chah. 114 
as it has been ſaid very juſtly, © That the firſt Step to prevent the Exportation b. © 

' of Wool is, to take away the Temptation to ite; and as Mr. Gee has been Ne. 2. 12 
more particular on that Head, than many other Writers, in order to have 

the Publick believe, not only how great the Temptation is, but whence it ariſes: 

I ſhall therefore give his Sentiments, as to that Particular, a more diſtinct 


Conſideration, in the next following Chapter. 


C H A P. CXLVIII. 


Obſervations on ſome Paſſages in a Traci entitled, An im mpartil 
Enquiry, &c. By J. Gee. 


HIS Writer ſays, * The Cauſe of the Exportation of Wool is, 
_ © the immenſe Price, at which the French can purchaſe it; as he 
has undertook to ſhew, in a way that has been called jrdicious, 

Vor, IL T 21. I don't 
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2. I don't know how it comes to paſs: But ws in Englend (though in 
other Regards, a ſober, diſcreet People) are apt to be taken with what is 


marvellous and romantick on this Head ; and this Writer exceeds, in that 
Senſe, all that I have met with, next to the Draper of London * . His Man- 
ner of Reaſoning is this: One Pack of Britiſb or Iriſh, will work up three 
ordinary, or four Packs of the beſt French Wool; and therefore every one 
Pack of ovRs, which THEY manufacture, brings four or five into the 
© Markets. The prodigious Increaſe of Goods which this occaſions, and 
the Reduction of Prices which hereupon enſue, in Conjunction with the 
French manufacturing cheaper than we do, is the Reaſon that Tury can 
© afford to give ten or twelve bundred per Cent. Profit, for our Wool, rather 
than want it.. The French (ſays he) can afford to give 78 J. a Pack for 
* Britifhand Iriſh Wool; and when that is done, ſell their Goods cheaoec 
© in foreign Markets than we can afford to do.---Our Wool is now manu- 
factured at 20 l. a Pack; owing to a Reduction of Wages ; and our beſt 
* Wool, which uſed to be appropriated to the making of fine Goods, is 
* chiefly applied to low priced Goods ; which otherwiſe would bring our 
« Manufactures to 40 J. a Pack.” 
3. Upon the foregoing Suppoſition, (having taken it for granted that there are 
grown in Great Britain and Ireland oo, ooo Packs of Wool yearly) be lays 
down the following Scheme of Gain to the Nation, vlz. 
© By an Advance upon the 225,000 Packs we now manufac- £ 
ture for Exportation, — — - = 4,500,000 
In manufacturing 4 50, ooo Packs at 40 l. a Pack, - g, ooo, ooo 
© By Advance of Wool to double the Price, 1 31375, 00 
« By Exchange of Duties - * 1,125,000 


4 Chap. 145. 


Total 32, 220, oco 


4 Chap. 1439. 4. Thus does this Writer (like the Draper of London?) diſpenſe Mix- 
Tons, as if Pounds Sterling were Hedge Crabs. And if, as Mr. Laybourne 
has judiciouſly obſerved hereon ©, ve could enrich the Nation by a Dex- 

© Tradts on EPs a 5 

ooh, Kc. * terity in Computation, it would be a pretty eaſy Way of doing it. 

1744+ 5. The chief Foundation, it is obſervable, which Mr. Gee builds upon, 
is, that Legendary Notion, * That the French particularly are not able to ma- 
« nufafture their Wovl to any Advantage, without a Mixture of Engliſh or Iriſh 
Wool.“ 
: 6. In 


6. In this Notion, tis ue, Mr. Gee is not fingular : It has been repeated 
fom one Writer to another, ecchoed over and over again; and yet has no 
one Perſon attempted to account for it in any ſatisfactory, rational Way, 
unleſs Mr. Gee may be thought to have done ſo. 

7. For that much of the French, and other foreign Wool, is care, of 
attended with a Stichel Hair, (as the Author of Obſervations on Britiſh Wool, 
&c. f ſays it is) though (ſo far as true) it be an Argument of the Superio- _ r4% 
rity of ſome Enghſh and Iriſh Wools, to ſuch; yet, don't I think it any * * 
Proof at all, of what is commonly advanced, about the ſuppoſed Benefits 
in Engliſb Wool, for Mixture with thoſe coarſe Stichel Hair Wools. 

- $. But this Doctrine Mr. Gee (like Mr. Webber) clinches with the fol- 
lowing Aſſertion, as an undoubted Matter of Fact, and deciſive in the Caſe, 
(which, if true, it would go near to be) viz. © When Ships lay Quarantine, 
(meaning the Time of the Plague at hn. Wool advanced from 15 
© to 30 5. per Tod. 

9. This is Mr. Gee's Medium, for proving which (he affirms) © That 
© Foreigners can't have oux Wool, we may fix ouR Goobs at what Ralf we 
+ pleaſe, and diſpoſe of them at whatever Rates we think proper to fix them. 
A tempting Circumſtance, was it true! Now if, granting the Premiſes, the 
Concluſion is admitted, what is to be concluded from the Reverſe of _ 
Premiſes, but the Reverſe of that Concluſion ? 

io. The Fact alledged concerning the Price of Wool, at the Period inen- 
tioned, is not true; but the contrary is. And further, if Perſons may take 
that Liberty, and will allow themſelves to uſe their own Reaſon in this Caſe, 
they will conſider, that French Wool either is, or is not, the coarſe uſeleſi 
Stuff which it is ſo commonly repreſented to be. If it 7s not, the Argu- 
ment about the great Advantage to be made in France, of Engliſh Wool, by 
mixing, certainly ſtands for nothing. And if the French Wool is, much of it, 
coarſe, like that of ſome Part of Norfolk, or worſe ; though I am no Ma- 
nufacturer, I dare challenge the moſt ſkilful Perſon; and experienced in that 
Way, provided he has common Modeſty, to tell me, how a major Part, or 
even a leſs Proportion of ſuch, mixed with what is much finer, can be ſo ma- 
naged to make Goods, of the ſame Faſhion or Sort, any way comparable 
to thoſe that, with equal Care and Skill, ſhall be made all of the finer and bet- 


ter Sort of Wool, Would not that be, to extect Grapes of Thorns, and Figs 
of Thi/tles ? | AY fp 


T 2 | 11. Or, 
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x1, Or, ſuppoſing it true, that the coarſer French Fool, in order to an uſe- 
ful Manufacture, does want to be mixed with ſome other that is finer and 
better, why muſt that neceſſarily be Engliſb or Iriſh Wool? When, as we 
© Chap. 120, have ſeen *, and ſhall ſee yet further, not only France itfelf produces fine 
121. Wool in fome Plenty, but many other, moſt Parts indeed of Europe, Aſia, 
Africa, and America, afford Wool of various Kinds, and in great Abundance, 
Further, in Regard to the Buſineſs of mixing Wools ; though that indeed, 
yo Chap. 151. we ſhall ſee b, is much practiſed in France, yet not otherwiſe, than as the 
8 ſame is done in England. 

12. In many Species of Goods, the Warp or Chain is of one Sort of 
Yarn or Worſted, the Woof or Shoot of another. This is the very Caſe of 
L Chap. 146. ſeveral Manufactures at Exeter i, and elſewhere. The French alſo, and the 
8. 4. Engliſh likewiſe, mix Wool upon the Cards, for ſpinning : This appears to 
be the Work of whatare called Scriblers, for mixed or medley Cloths ; but 
that, I conceive, is a Mixture of different Colours of dyed Wool, of the 

ſame, rather than of divers Qualities. 
13. For as it is allowed on all Hands, that the ſeparating and ſorting f 
Wool, is one, and not the leaſt Part of the Skill and Dexterity that is em- 
k Se Chap, Ployed in the Woolen Manufacture * ; requiring to be performed with much 
140. f. 17. Care and Exactneſs: So common Senſe will tell us, that ſuch Separation of 


Chap. : ing 1 1 
oy b 2 Wool cannot be, for the ſake of confounding it again upon the Cards, or in 


the Comb ; ſince, at the beſt, that would be only ſo much 4% Labour. 

14. This is to be underſtood of that Separation or Sorting, which is or- 

dinarily made of Wools. ſo totally different from, and contrary to each 

other, as that it would be highly unprofitable to have them combed or carded 

1 Chap. 89. together; and which is the Caſe of ſome Wool in every individual Fleece!. 
Þ 0+ But after this firſt Separation or Sorting, (which the French and Spaniards 
call Triage, becauſe the Wool of every Fleece is uſually divided by them into 

three Sorts, ) I find, by Difcourſe with a working Wool-comber, that there 
Las 0 practiſed, in England, a Mixture of Wool for the Comb, (and not impro- 
bably for the Cards too in like manner) which is thus : As in every Flock 

of Sheep, or Pile of Wool, which is called the ſame, there are ſome Fleeces 

of a finer Hair than others ; ſo, in every Parcel or Maſs of Wool which is 

called the ſame, and intended for the ſame Purpoſes, that is, after it is re- 

duced by the aforeſaid primary Separation, to be in a good Meaſure of one 

Sort, will there neceffarily be ſome Parts finer than others. And thele, 


I underſtand, the Combers particularly are careful to intermix as cloſely as 
| they 


Chap. 148. 
they can, in-order to bring the whole Maſs, as near as may be, to 4 Level, 
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(as the Comber termed it) to the end (as he again expreſſed himſelf) it 
might produce one ſortable Quantity of Tear, i. e. even Varn or nay 
iz. in the ſame Degree of Strength and Fineneſs. 

15. But this is far from proving the Point aſſerted, viz. that any xx- 
TRAORDINARY Price can therefore be afforded for finer Wools, in order to 
mix with coarſer ; ſince ſo far as ſuch Mixture is any Way proper, it 
muſt needs be that the coarſe will take from the fine, as much as the latter 
can add to the former; and it appears that the whole Benefit, iſt, Of ſepa- 
rating or throwing out the coarſe and improper. 2dly, Of mixing the Re- 
mainder, is, making the whole Maſs intended to be combed or carded for 
one Uſe, equal to itſelf throughout, be it coarſer or finer. 

16. And ſhould it be ſo (which is hardly probable) that finer Wool is 
really more worth, for mixing with coarſer, than for uſing alone; yet, is it 
not worth more, in that reſpect, to the French, than it is to the Engliſh ; 
becauſe the Engliſb uſe it in like Manner, and with equal Advantage, what- 
ever it be. But, 

17. Laſtly, if ſo it is, that the French "oh aftord to give ſuch extravagant 
Prices for Engliſh or Iriſb Wool, for the Vake of mixing it with theirs, as by 
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the Account of Mr. Gee ®, who ſays they can afford to pay 78 J. a Pack for it, ® $. 2. 


how, according to what Sir Jo Child, long ſince, moſt judiciouſly ande Chap: 48. 
8. 3 


truly obſerved, can it be propoſed to prevent their purchaſing it? 
+3, Why, Mr. Gee ſays, By a Regiſtry conducted in the ſtrictieſt Method, 


« that of the Exciſe; and ſo far, he is conſiſtent. Nevertheleſs, from his 


ewn Account of Things, it is juſtly queſtionable, whether even ſuch a Re- 
giſtry as he preſcribes, would do the Buſineſs wanted. 
19. But againſt what Mr. Gee hath aſſerted, is to be urged, 1. The com- 


mon Practice and known Utility of ſorting Neo; a ſtrong Argument of 


no ſuch Uſage as that of mingling thoſe of ſo very different Qualities, as the 
French and Engliſh are repreſented to be, in order to the 8p1iNvING Or THEM 
TOGETHER. 2. As to that other Mixture (after ſpinning) in the Loom, 


by making the Warp or Chain of one Sort of Yarn or Worſted, the Woof 


or Shoot of another; though confeſſedly it is practiſed in France; yet (be- 
hides that it is practiſed in like Manner in England alſo) will it not make for 
Mr. Gee's Argument, viz. * That the French can afford to pay extraording- 
* ruly for Engliſh and Iriſh Wools, for the Sake of ſuch Mixture. 

20. He 
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20. He indeed, and others, pretend to aſſure us, that, without ſuch Aix. 
ture, the coarſe French Wool (as they cull it) would be zſeleſi. But I an- 
ſwer, 1. So far are the French from being able to afford any high Price for 
the fine Engh/h or Iriſh, for the Sake of mixing with very coarſe French 
Mool, that ſuch a Mixture would, in the Nature of Things, be unprofitable, 
like ſewing a Piece of new Cloth into an old Garment. 2. As in moſt Coun. 
tries, there is comparatively, a greater Demand for coarſe, i. e. low priced 
Goods, than for fine and dearer, and the greateſt Demand of all, for choſe 
that are coarſeſt ; becauſe ſuch come for the /ea/? Money: So the coar ſeſt 
Wool of France is no more a Drug, or uſeleſs v there, than is the coarſeſt 
Wool of Great Britain in this Kingdom. And this is evident from the 
ſingle Circumſtance, of the French importing Quantities of coarſer Woo! 
than the coarſeſt of their own * ; which they would not do, if there was 
Danger of their own being u/ſele/s. 

21, Thus, as a Mixture of fine Engh/h or Triſh with very coarſe French 
Wool, muſt be unprofitable ; and as 20 French Wool, not even the coarſeſt, 
can be deemed wv/eleſs, without a Mixture of Engliſh or Irifh, fo neither can 
the latter be ſo advantageous to the French, for mixing with any of their 
better Sorts, as that, therefore, the French can afford to give any conjiderabls 
advanced Price for it ; which I prove thus. 

22. Such of the French Wool, as is at any Time uſed, mixed with Eng- 
liſh or Iriſh, is either ſuperior, or equal, or inferior to ſuch Enghſh or Iriſh 
Wool. As the latter is generally ſuppoſed to be the Caſe ; let us ſay, v. g. 
that ſuch French Wool is comparatively worſe than the Eng/:/þ or Iriſh, 
with which it is mixed, by 30 per Cent. and that + of ſuch Engliſb and 
Triſh is mixed with 4 of ſuch French Wool; muſt not, in that Caſe, the 
whole Maſs be 20 per Cent. leſs worth, than if it had been all of the better 
Engliſh Wool? and mult it not be 10 per Cent. better, than if it had been 
all of the worſe French Wool? And (ſuppoſing an equal Market for both 
Kinds of Wool) muſt not the Manufacture from Materials ſo mixed, as ſup- 
poſed, be at leaſt 20 per Cent. cheaper, becauſe ſo much worſe than if made 
with equal Skill and Labour of all the better Sort of Wool ? But work up 
this ſame mixed Wool into different Species of Goods, requiring a different 
Portion of Labour ; and will they not conſequently admit of being fold at 
different Prices? And if the Quantity of Materials is the ſame in cach, or 


ſo far as they are the ſame, muſt not the whole Difference of Price be- 
| tween 
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tween the one and the other , be placed to the Account of Labour altoge- 
ther. 5 . «tt 

23. This is ſo true, that Mr. Gee, in attempting to explain his own No- 
tions of the high Temptation to the Runnage Wool, has unwarily reſolved it, 
in effect, into the different Price of Labour only in England, and in France. 
And though he is far from being ſingular in his Notions in the general, as 


touching the great Advantages to be made by mixing Engh/h or Iriſh with 
French Wools z yet, becauſe he has not only carried that Notion higher by 


| far than any other Perſon I have met with (one only excepted) and becauſe 4 Chap. 55. 
He alone has undertook to demonſtrate the Matter by Figures ; therefore, 1 9 


here produce his Calculation, in order to examine the Contents of it. 
24. A Piece of Cloth (ſays Mr. Gee) made of four Pounds of Wool 


© in England, coſts the Clothier, | þ #6 
Four Pounds of Wool, at 6 d. — © o2 © 
Manufacturing at 35. — — — o 12 0 


© To make a Piece of Cloth of equal Value, the French Clothier 
© muſt mix one Pound of Engliſh Wool with three Pounds of 
French Wool; but deduQting from the Wages of the Ma- 


nufacturer one Third, can afford to pay for the one Pound J. s. d. 
* of Engliſh Wool, — — 


o o4 6 

Three Pounds of French Wool, — — o o16 
* Manufacturing  —., — — — — o o8 © 
o 14 © 


— 


25. Thus does Mr. Gee's Hypotheſis, of the French being able to afford 
45. 6 4. a Pound for Enghſh Wool, or Iriſh, fuppoſe theſe four Things. iſt, 
That the French can manufacture full 50 per Cent. cheaper than the Eng- 
liſh. 2. That their own Wool is ſo bad, as to be uſeleſs, without a Mixture 
of > Engliſh or Iriſh Wool. 3. That notwithſtanding ſuch intrinſic Diffe- 
rence between French and Britiſh Wools, or Ir:fh; yet the former is of 


equal Price with the latter, viz. 6 d. a Pound. 4. That though French 


Wool alone, is uſeleſs, yet when compounded with + of Britiſh or Ir:/b 
Wool, 


I CL oe. 
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not manufacture 50 per Cent. nor any Thing like it, cheaper than the Eng- 


Vvhich the ſuperfine Cloths are made, at one and the fame Market, viz. in 


» See Chap. 
133. F. 6. 


Quantities of their Cloth into the Britiſh Dominions, as they are to ſmuggle 


t Chap. 99. 
8 


. 
v Chap. 138. 
$ 5. Note, 


alſo: So, on the other Hand, I am perſuaded that even the intrinſic Diffe- 


» Chap. 184. 
S. 50. Note. 
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Wool, it produces a Manufacture of equa! Value, as if made with the 
ſame Skill and Labour, of all ſuch Britiſb or Iriſh Wool. 

26. But in Contradiction to this Hypotheſis, 1. The French, I think, can 


lifh do. For if they could, as they and the Engliſb purchaſe the Wools of 


Spain; and therefore it is preſumed, at the ſame Price, (if not the French 
cheapeſt, as being neareſt *and moſt favoured in that Country) it would be 
impoſſible for the Engliſb to ſella ſingle Yard of ſuch fine Cloth, where any 
French Cloth came to be ſold, of the ſame Sort; the latter would be ſo very 
much cheaper. 

27. Not only ſo, but the French would be as able to run confiderable 


Mool out of them. But though we hear much of one, yet nothing of the 
other. Nor do we hear of any ſuch Difference in the Price of the fineſt 
French and Engliſh Cloths, as 50 per Cent. Difference in Labour, would oc- 
caſion. Of a Difference of 25 per Cent. indeed, the Britiſh Merchant * 
ſpeaks : Of from 1; to 15 or 16 5. the Yard, ſome others». But as, on 
the one Hand, moſt Engliſb Men agree, that the fineſt French Cloth is not 
equal to that of their own Country : And as I apprehend that the Diffe- 
rence of Price between one and the other (whatever it be) does not ariſe 
altogether from the Difference of Labour, but from an intrinſic Difference 


rence of theſe fine Cloths, in one Kingdom and the other, is not to be attri- 
buted to the ſuperior Skill and Abilities of Workmen in England, beyond 
thoſe of France, but to French Artifice *, in making ſomething worſe, for the 
Sake of underſelling ſo much more ; and by which they find their Account 
in foreign Markets. | 

28. Herein they take Care to ſuit themſelves to the Taſte of thoſe they 
have to deal with. And though French Cloth does not ſo well take the 
Fancy of the Engliſh in general; that, we may preſume, is not, be- 
cauſe they cannot work. like the Engliſh ; but becauſe they know they 
may not import Cloth to England. If they might, as the Britiſh Mer- 
chant hath ſaid, they would make our Hearts ake ; we ſhould ſoon find 

gut though he ſays that the then Difference, in Price, between French and Engliſh Cloths, 


was 25 per Cert, he does not ſay that they were of equal Goodneſs. He only ſays, that in ge- 
© neral, they were, Goodneſs for Goodneſs, cheaper than ours, net 25 per Cent. Heap * 
| ' 


them, either bringing over the Exgh/b to be pleaſed with the Cloth they 
now make, of elſe making ſuch Cloth as the gäb do at preſent, for the, 

moſt Part, prefer, viz. thick, firm, heavy. But ſuch Cloth requiring 

more Stuff, Time, Labour, muſt in courſe be dearer than the light thin 

Cloth they generally make for their own wear, and for the Levant, Jalan, 

Portugal, and Spaniſh, Trades. And hence we may perceive, that did the 

French beſtow the fame Labour, and an equal Quantity of Materials, to 

make their Cloth of equal Subſtance and Goodneſs with the Engliſb in that 

Caſe, as it would be alſo more nearly at leaſt of equal Price: So, the Pre- 

miſes conſidered, it is to be concluded, that they cannot manufacture ſo 

very much cheaper than the Engli/h, as go per Cent. nor any Thing near it; 

as has been repreſented by Mr. Gee, and by others occaſionally. 

29. The ſecond thing implied in Mr. Gze's Hypotheſis, is, That French 

Wool, without a Mixture of Britiſh er Iriſh, is uſeleſs; i. e. as it is vulgarly 
expreſſed, the French cannot do without ouR Woot. This would be 4 fine 
Cireumſtance for England, was it true; but the Falſhood of that Suggeſtion, 

and the Truth of what the Briti/h Merchant * hath affirmed to the contrary, = Ch. 105. 
is ſufficiently evinced, from the Y Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. e. rg 
| 30. Mr. Gee, in the third place, ſuppoſes this very bad (in itſelf uſeleſs) 67. 

Wool of France, to be of equal Price with the /o much better Engliſh Woo!; 

rating the one and the other, alike, at 6d. a Pound *. And is not this a * $. 24- 
kind of Soleciſm ?—Is it not ſaying at once, that French Wool both is, and 

is not ſo good as Eng/z/þ? But I go farther, and ſay, that the moſt Part of 

the French Wool in France ſells dearer than Engh/ſb Wool in England: $0 * Ch. 162. 
that, either French Wool is proportionably better than the Engliſb; or elſe 9.7 Go mY 
the Engliſh Wool is ſo much depreſſed below its natural Value, as the Dif. 5. 13. Note. 
ference amounts to; which latter is in a great meaſure the Caſe. 1 8 
31. Fourthly, (which is moſt extraordinary) Mr. Gee ſuppoſes a Com- 

polition, of à Engliſh or Iriſh Wool, very good, and 4 of French, nothing 

near ſo good, to produce Cloth or Stuff of equal Price *, conſequently. of bf. 24: 
equal Goodneſs, as if it was made entirely of ſuch good Engli/h ot Ir./þ 

Wool. And is not this a Miracle, like that of Tranſubftantiation? Can a 

Perſon, not ſeeing a Work of this Compoſition, credit ſuch a Report of it, 

without renouncing his Reaſon? Or could a Perſon, think we, after ſeeing, 

believe it, without giving up the Evidence of his Senſes? 9 

32. It is therefore to be concluded, that the Temptation to the Runnage of 

Vol. II. bite VU x Wool 
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Wool is ; not, cannot be any thing near ſo great, as Mr. Gee particularly hag 
repreſented; but, that the ſame whatever it be, ariſes, not from the Bene. 
fits of mixing, nor ſo much from the lower Labour of the French, as from 
the Wool of ENGLAND and IRELAND being depreſſed, AT nome, below jt; 
natural Value, in conſequence of A MoxoPoLy thereon, 


—— — 
——_— — _— 
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CH AP CXLIX. 
Abftraf of the Scheme for regiſtring Wool, prepared by the 


Lords Commiſſioners for Trade, &c. and laid before the Parli- 
ament February 1 2, 1741-2. 


T is propoſed, that a certain Number of Gentlemen, Merchants, 
Traders, Manufacturers, and Exporters of Woolen Manufactures, be 
appointed with full Powers to prevent the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool, 


by eſtabliſhing a Regifter of ſuch Wool, as now remains, or ſhall hereafter 
annually be ſhorn in Great Britarn. 


2. Firſt Meeting to be at on the Day of 

3. The faid Commiſſioners ſhall then by Ballot chuſe eight Perſons out 
of their Number to be acting Commiſſioners, for the enſuing Vear, to ſit 
daily, of which five to be a Quorum. 


4. Four of them to go out at the Year's End, and four new Commiſſi- 


oners to be choſen by Ballot. 


5. And ſo for the fecond Year. 


6. And every ſucceeding Year. No one Commiſſioner to be choſe a 
fecond time, 'till all have ſerved once. 


7. The like Rotation for the future; thoſe firſt F to. be firſt in 
Succeſſion. 
8. Each acting Commiſſioner to receive an annual Salary. 


9. Upon the Death, &c. of any acting Commiſſioner, another ſhall be 
choſen by the whole Body of Commiſſioners. 


10. And ſo for any Commiſſioner at large. 
11. The acting Commiſſioners, or five of them, ſhall have full Powers 
for carrying this Scheme into Execution. 
12. Shall have a Secretary, Deputy Secretaries, an 3 General 


Deputy Accomptant, ten Clerks, one Door-keeper, two Meſſengers, fix- 
teen 


te: 
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wen \ Superviſors, with by Afiftants for ach 8 one hundred and 
fifty-ſeven Riding-Officers, and one hundred'other Officers, to be conſtant· 
ly ſtationed in the principal Ports, and manufacturing Towns of the King 
dom, with reaſonable Salaries ; who ſhall all be choſen by Ballot, by the 
whole Body of Commiſſioners then preſent. 

13. But upon Death or Removal, to be replaced by the acking commiſi. 
oners. 

14. Theſe Officers ſhall be poſted, as the Commiſſioners (hall judge 
moſt convenient. | 

15. There being hace 786 Market Towns in England and Wales, one 
Riding-Officer will be ſufficient for five of them; and may attend each, one 
Day or more, in every Fortnight, to make Entries of Wool in each Perſons 

Poſſeſſion, grant Permits, GSO. 

16. One Superviſor, with his two Aſſiſtants, may inſpeQ ten Riding- 
Officers. 

17. Notice to be given in every Pariſh Church, of the reſpective Days, 
in every Fortnight throughout the Year, when the Riding- Officer will at- 
tend at the Market Towns within his Diſtrict, which, as near as oy be, 
ſhall be the uſual Market Days. 

18, Every Perſon; under the Penalty of ſhall attend at * Mar- 
ket Town on the Day appointed, and make an Entry with the ſaid Officer 
of the Wool in his Poſſeſſion, who ſhall give him a Certificate thereof in 
the following Terms, via. Theſe are to c:rtify, that A. B. dwelling at 
came this Day and made Oath before me, That all the Wool now in bis 
© Cuſtody, is kept in, or laid up in ſuch a Room or Loft, and doth amount to 
, Weight, and no more. 

19. And the ſaid Officer ſhall within Days return a Duplicate of 

ſuch Certificate to the Commiſſioners. #6 

20. No Perſon to remove Woot without a Permit from the Office: of 
the Diſtrict, 

21. Every Grower of Wool within Days after * ſhall have 
ſhora his Sheep, under Penalty aforeſaid, to make an Entry, upon Oath, 
with the Wool-Officer, of the Number of Sheep and Lambs by him de- 
paſtured, Fleeces ſhorn, and Weight of the Wool, diſtinguiſhing the Kinds 
and not to remove any Part without a Permit. 

22. All Felmongers, or others, who ſever Wool from ſlaughtered Sheep 
or Lamb Skins, ſhall likewiſe give an Account upon Oath, every ſix 

Weeks, to the Wool Officers, of all Skins they receive in, and the Ou. 
U'2 | 0 


s i 
? 4 
i 1 
, 
$ 
f 
9 

q % 

: 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, e Chap. 14g, 


of Wool ſevered from them, diſtinguiſhing Shortlings from others; and 
that they do not remove any Part without a Permit. 

23. No Perſon to purchaſe Wool, exceeding the Weight of 
Pounds without a Licepſe from the ſaid Commiſſioners, and giving Secy. 
rity that he will not tranſport any Wool, nor remove any without a Permit - 

24. Licenſes may be granted, and Security taken by any of the Officers 
on paying the Sum of | 

25. Such Licenſes and Securities to be returned to the general Office in 
London. 

26. Provides for charging and diſcharging every Buyer and Seller of 
Wool by Permits for Removal, till it comes to the Manufacturer. 

27. Who, ſhall be diſcharged thereof by the Weight of his Manufac- 
tures, with a reaſonable Deduction for Loſs in working up the fame. 

28. All Wool exceeding Pounds, removed without a Per- 
mit, ſhal! be forfeited, and treble the Value, with the Horſes and Carri- 
age; one half thereof to his Majeſty, and the other half to the Officer who 
ſhall ſeize the ſame. 

29. All Dealers in Wool ſhall account annually with the Wool-Officers, 
for the Quantities of Wool by him grown, bought ox diſpoſed of; whereof 
they are to be diſcharged by Permits, and Receipts, on the Back thereof, or 
by Manyfaftures made out of the ſame; and whatever Quantity ſhall be 
deficient, ſhall be looked upon as ſo much Wool clandeſtinely exported, and 
they ſhall forfeit treble. the Value. 
| 30. Reaſonable Allowances ſhall be made for Diminution in working, 
Loſs by Fire, &c. of which, the Commiſſioners ſhall be the ſole Judges, 
31. Proceeding according to the beſt and moſt authentick Accounts of 
what generally hath. been the uſual Lok of Waſte in the faid Operations, 

32. All Wool removed of the Place entered for its keeping,. exceeding 

Pounds. ſhall be accounted. Wool removed without a Permit, and be liable 
to the Penalties ; except ſmall Quantities ſold to poor Houſekeepers, to be by 
them wrought up into Hoſe, &c. or delivered to Combers, Spinners, &c. 

33. A daily Account of ſuch fmall Quantities,ta be kept in Books, provided 
the Dealers ſignify the Quantity, and to whonadelivered;. which Books hall 
lye open in their Warehouſes, to be peruſed by the, Officers, and ſhall be 
returned at the Year's End, to the Wool Officers, upon Oath, 

34. Dealers failing in the above Article, ſhall. for eyery Offance forfeit 
the Sum of 
35. Any 
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35. Any Wook Officer in the Day-time, 10 enter into the Room or 


Worber for keeping of Wool, for Examination ; and if the Wool ſhall 
be deficient, the Owner ſhall forfeit treble the Value. 

36. The like Penalty, where 2 Woel an exceed cho Ke 
try made thereof. 

Dealers to have Weights and Scales, andto a in weighing Wool 
or forfeit the Sum of 

38. Wool- ſhall have Power, taking to their Aſlikance  Peace- 
Officer, in the time, upon Information given upon Oath, before any 
Juſtice, to enter Rooms to ſearch for concealed Wool; if ſuch be found, to 
be forfeited, and treble the Value paid by the Perſon in whoſe Houſe or Cuſ- 
tody found. 

g. Perſons obſtructing Officers, to forfeit 

40. No Wool ſhall be carried Coaſtwiſe, but by veſſels regiſtered and 
licenſed, and Security given not to export it to foreign Parts. 

41. Such Veſſels to be Engliſb built, and * by the King's natural 
Subjects only. 

42. And ſhall not receive any Wool on Board, bo a Permit, ſpecify- 
ing the Quantity and Quality of Wool ; to what licenſed Purchaſer, and 
where conſigned. 

43. The Captain of the Veſſel not to deliver the Wool, but in the Pre- 
ſence of a Wool Officer; nor to any, but to whom the ſame is conſigned ; 
who ſhall deliver to the Captain a Permit for purchaſing the ſame, together 
with a Receipt on the Back, which ſhall be a Diſcharge to the Captain. 

44. Allowances ſhall be made for Loſſes by Shipwreck, or Captures by 
the Enemy, upon. ſufficient Proof. 

45. All Veſſels not licenſed, taking Wool, ſhall be forſeizes; one Half to 
the Informer, the other to his Majeſty. 

46. Any Wook Officer, or Officer of the Revenue, or any Captali of his 
Majeſty's Ships, are hereby empowered. to make Seizare of. ſuch Veſſel. 

47. If any Wool, or any Horſe, Carriage; or Veſſel; ſhall! be ſerzed' for 
want of a legal; Permit, &c.. the. Proof ſhall. lie on. the Owner. of ſuch 
Waol, Ce. and nat on. the Officer lin ſſiall ſtoꝑ the ſame: 

48. All Forfeitures and Penalties to he determined in a ſurnmary. Way 3 


if within the: Bills of, Mortality, before:tHe acting Commiſſioners; or if in 


any other- Place, before: two neighbouring: Juſtices,, whoſe Determination 
ſhall be. final, except. in the Caſe. of. Veſſels ſeized, where the. Owner may 
appea! to the Court of nr 49. The 
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5 Chap. 1 50. 
5 * 142. 49. The Act of the 12th of his preſent Majeſty, relating to the re. 


giſtring of Ships, &c. to continue in Force. % 

50. Perſons taking out Permits for removing Wool, who neither in the 
Time limited remove it, nor return the Permits to the Wool-Officer, hall 
forfeit | | * 

51. The Commiſſioners annually to lay an Account of their Proceedin 
before his Majeſty in Council, and both Houſes of Parliament, | 

This Scheme may be extended to North Britain and Ireland. 

All which is moſt humbly ſubmitted. 


ä Monſon, a. Brudenal 
ew, R. Plumer, | 7. Keene, 
. IO, T. Pelbam, R, Herbert, 
1741-2. M. Bladen, © 


* 
— — — 


C HAP. CL. 
Chambers's Dictionary. 


I, HE Wools moſt eſteemed, are; the Engliſh, thoſe about Le- 
minſter, Cotefwold + , and the Iſle of Wight. 

2. The Wools of England have always been in the higheſt Repute, and 

that more abroad ꝓ than at home, Some we have, which, manufactured by 


our 


* I do not here produce Mr. Chambers, as an Authority, (for upon this Subject he happens to 
be a very bad one) but, becauſe he is conſulted upon almoſt every Subject, and, on ſeveral, is un- 
— very inſtructive 3 THEREFORE I introduce him, to point out certain of his Errors on 
| 1015. | 

Camden Bri. Þ* © Citeſwold, which takes its Name from the Hills and Sheepcotes, (for Mountains and Hills 
tan. p. 238. without Woods, the Engli/h Men in old Times termed Woulds.) Upon theſe Hills are fed 
; © Jarge Flocks of Sheep, with the whiteſt Wool, by reaſon, as is ſuppoſed, of their hilly and ſhort 

© Paſture, whoſe Wool is much valued in foreign WI : 
my mgm N. B. Theſe Moolts, particularly thoſe of Coteſwold, are much celebrated by ſeveral Writers. 
No * 71. But ſee h the Price of Cotefwold Moolt, and of the Ie of Wight, compared with the Price of the 
: Chan * 2. middle, and even loweſt Spaniſh Mools i; and thence judge, if the two former are not either over- 
9 by Engliſh Writers and ſome others, or elſe underſold in the Engliſb Markets; both which 

think to be the Caſe. ; 
k See Ch. 5 t They have conſtantly been ſold at higher Prices abroad, than at home; and well they might, 
8 Ch. 5. for theſe plain Reaſons; 1ſt. Anciently, Wool was not only ſubjected to a conſiderable Duty on 
-4 4 * Exportation, (which was ſo much taken off from the Price k to the Grower) but was greatly mo- 


Sh I nopolized by the Merchants of the Staple! . Both which Circumſtances together, made, no 


doubt, a mighty Difference between the Price of Engli/h Wool in England, of the _ | : 
a | | . 


§. 33+ 
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our own Clothiers, Chamberlayne obſerves, does both for Softneſs and Fine- 
neſs, vie with the choiceſt Silks “. . 1 
2. Saniſb Wool, we know, bears a great Price amongſt us ; but it is cer- 
tin, much the greateſt Part of that which is called Spaniſb Cloth, is from 
Wool that grows in England + ,—Add, that the French can make no good 
Cloth of their own Wool, without, at the leaſt, one Third of Exgliſt Wool || 
mixed with it: pf; 
- 4. It is allowed, the Goodneſs of the Spaniſh Wool is owing to a few 


Engliſh Sheep ſent over into Spain, as a Preſent, by Henry II. of England, or 


F. The exceſſive Cuſtom, on the Export of unmanufactured Wool, ſet 
the People upon making it into Cloth + themſelves. In which they ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that towards the Cloſe of the ſixteenth Century, the Ex- 


portation of any Wool at all was abſolutely prohibited ; and this upon Pain 
of having the right Hand ſtruck off . | 


6. From that Time, England has been exceeding jealous “ of its Wool. 
To prompt their Vigilance, the Judges, &c. are ſeated on Wool Packs . 

7. The Woolen Manufactory [of England] may be faid to have had its 
Riſe in the fifteenth Century ||. Till that Time, our Wool was all fold in 


foreign Markets. 2dly, Our later Statutes, which prohibit abſolutely the Exportation of Wool, 
being alſo in the Nature of a Monopoly, have depreſſed the Price in England, far below its natural 
Value: So that tis no wonder, if what does eſcape abroad, is commonly fold at a different, i. e. 
at a Market Price, according as all other Wool is fold ; in which Senſe, by how much the Wools 


of England are more reputed abroad than at home, by ſo much is the Injury greater, that is thus done 
to the Engliſh Wool-grower and his Dependants. . 


* A filly Hyperbole, of ſome ancient Panegyriſt, but unworthy of a ſerious Pen, in this more 


enlightened Age. 
them 


Weel alone. 


|þ Anditis ually certain, that the French not only make their beſt Cloths (as the Exgliſb do) > 5 
of all the beſt Spamfb Wool, but that they make beſides, many Sorts of good Cloth, with ® French a Chap. 157. 


159 


+ It is certain that the beſt Spaniſh Cloths, called Super fine, have no Engliſh ® Wool at all in m Chap. 87. 


— 168. 
See Chap. 3. & 18. Chap. 12. F. 15. 


} The high Cuſtom on Wool exported, was perhaps of fome Advantage to the Engliſb Ma- 
nufacturer, eſpecially for home.Conſumption; and might have been of more, for the Exportation 
Trade, had not a miſtaken Policy, for a long Time, prevailed, of ſubjecting Cloth, as well as 
Wool, to a Cuſtom on Exportation. | by 46 7 

t It is true, that the Engliſb had ſo well ſucceeded, as long before the Cloſe of the r6th Century, to 
have been great Makers, and Exporters likewiſe, of Woolens. But to ſay that there was, in the 
whole Reign of Queen Elizabeth, any Prohibition like what is here mentioned, is an abſolute 
Falſhood ; witneſs the Statute Book. | 

* The Merchants of the Staple, anciently ; and, latterly, the Merchants, and the Manufac- 
turers, have been conftantly aiming at, and frequently compaſling, in ſome Shape or another, a 
R - a _ the 1 * Wael Grower. : | 

ee Chap. 175. Ne. 1. f. 7. B. Chap. 28. §. 1. | 
| See Chap, x75. No. 1. IANA . 
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the Fleece to ſuch of our Neighbours as came to fetch it: But certain Ma- 
nufacturers from Louvain flying into England, on Account of a Sedition and 
Murder, they inſtructed our People how. to work their own Wools.— This 
| Eſtabliſhment is referred to the Year 1420+ ; from which Time, no Eq. 
f deavours have been ſpared to keep our Wool to ourſelves * . 
ö | 8. So jealous are we now become of our Woolens, that beſides the Pre- 
1 cautions taken to uſe all our own Wool ourſelves, we have added that of 
| ſelling them ourſelves, and of carrying them to the Places where they ace 
required; not admitting Strangers to come and buy any in England t . 


i 


— 


* 


C HAP. CLI. 


| 4 Diftionaire Univerſel du Commerce : By Mr. Savary. 
| oat. 181 Geneva, 1742. 


| | Or Woo, &. 


| Wool. I, HOSE who trade in Wool, in France, divide every Fleece into 
f f three Sorts. The firt is called Mother Wool. 

2. The Spaniards make very near the ſame Triage of Wools, as the French, 
and they call their ſeveral Sorts of Wool, Prime, Second, and Tierce ; with. 


| 
| 
[ p 1 Chap. Js . : this 
| | §. 11. Nete. 

| Ch. 5. §. 5, + This Sedition, and its Conſequences, was in the Beginning of the fourteenth Century, 

ö 12. Vote. * So then, we ſhould ſuppoſe, from Mr. Chambers, that the Exportation of Wool had been 
Y. 34. Note. ſo long prohibited, as from the Year 1420. Which is 202 Years ſooner than any AQ of State 
t Ch. 36. §. did iſſue for tnat Purpoſe : A Proclamation of King James (1622t ) being the very firſt which ſo 
| „4. Note, much as looked that way. What had paſſed of this Nature in Edward III. * was expreſsly in- 
' . 7. Note, tended for very different Purpoſes than that of keeping our Wool to ourſelves ; and fo, in all 
is u Chap. 39. Probability, were the Proclamations ſeverally both of James and Charles It. Nor was the Or- 
| | | 3. Ch. 41. dinance of Parliament 1647 u adhered to by the Executive Power. And therefore, the fiſt 
| II. §. 14. Prohibition, in this Caſe, firitly ſpeaking, can be dated no higher than the 12 Car. l.-v:z. 
| Note. 1660 w, the Year of the Reſtoration. 

| | w Chap. 42. 1 With all our Jealouſy, Ys ne to Wool, we are not now, neither have we lately, been ſo 


| | Note. fooliſh in reſpe& to the Exportation of Woolens, as Mr. Chambers repreſents us. In the Begin- 
| * 1 Elia. c. ning of Queen Elizabeth x, when a kind of Navigation Act did paſs, there was a ſaving Clauſe 
4 | 13. See Ch. to the Merchant Adventurers, in behalf of Wool and Cloth. And the Navigation Act of 12 
| 19. f. 1. Note. Car. Il. was corrected in the 25th of the ſame Reign, with regard to Aliens, excepting Coa!s and 
1, | y See Ch. 72. Manufactures.— But by the iſt of Mill. and Mary, c. 32. y for the better Encouragement of 
[ FS. 3. Note. the Woolen Manufacture, and the Growth of Woo), Any Perſon or Perſons may buy and export 
(\ * the Moolen Manufactures into any foreign Parts whatſoever ; ſaving to the Turkey CompanY, and 
* ſome others, their Charters and Grants. By the 6th of Anne, c. 9. all white Woolen Cloths 
a Chap. g1, may be exported by any Perſon or Perſons, 


| . & II. N. B. 
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this Difference, that the Spaniards ſell all the three Sorts together, without — 
any Refuſe ; and the French ſel] and buy them ſeparately, according to the 

Uſe they intend them for. The Prime, of Segovie, is, indiſputably the beſt 

of that Kind. The mere Laine, or Mother Wool, is yet of two Sorts ; di- 
tinguiſhed into fine and middle; according as the Staple is ſhort and fine, 

or long and coarſe, | 

5. The Wool, before it is fit for Work, goes through many Hands ; af- 
ter it is ſhorn, it is waſhed, then dried, then beat, then oiled, carded and 
ſpun ; then it is put into the Loom, or uſed with the Needle. - 

4. The Commerce of Wool is very conſiderable in Europe ; and the 
Conſumption of it ſo great in France, fince the laſt Wars, that notwithſtand- 
ing the Abundance thereof in moſt of the Provinces of the Kingdom, they 
import large Quantities from foreign Countries, 

5. The French Wools are chiefly from Languedoc, Berry, Normandy, and 
Burgundy, Picardy, Champagne ; and other Provinces alſo produce it, but 
not ſo good in Quality, nor in ſo great a Quantity. | Hy 

6. The foreign Wools are from Spain, Portugal, England, Scotland, Ire- 
land, Holland. From the Levant, by the Way of Marſeilles ; from Conſtan- 
tinople, Smyrna, Alexandria, Aleppo, Cyprus, the Morea, Barbary ; theſe laſt 
are leaſt eſteemed ; Smyrna and Conſtantinople forniſh the beſt that come 
from the Levant, The French, eſpecially in Provence, import conſiderably 
from the Iſle of Canada. Thoſe, with the reſt that come from Greece and Page 942. 
the Iſles of the Archrpelago, are of a mean Sort, fit only for coarſe Stuffs, or 
to make the Liſt of finer ; they a Quilts of them, 

7. Mools of France are commonly ſold by the Farmers and Labourers, en Wl: of 
ſuif, i. e. unwaſhed. Thoſe that buy them at the firſt Hand, either waſh Fance. 
and triage them, or elſe ſell them in the Fleece, waſhed only. When the 
Wool has been triaged, then it is ſold only by Weight. The beſt Wool of 
France is that of low Normandy, and principally that of Yahgne ; thoſe of 
Cotantin > are almoſt as much eſteemed. They make Cloth of Yalogne, > Chap. 164. 
Cherburgh, Vire, and Serges finettes, Razes, of St. Lo and Caen; and theſe F. 10. 
are made very fine. The Wool of Berry is alſo uſed in Cloths of Yalogne 


N. B. Theſe which have been noted in Mr. Chambers, (and this laſt, more particularly, ) are 
not Miſtakes of an indifferent Nature ; but have an evil Tendency to miſlead the People, already 
too far miſled in their Notions of Engliſh Woor, Cc. and to rivet them in Errors to which they 
have deen long inured by other Writers, and whom Mr. Chambers himſelf, as a great Collector, 
may de ſuppoſed only to have followed too implicitly, and not to have employed his induſtrious 
Pen with any deliberate Intention of impoſing upon his Readers. | 
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and Vire, and in what they call Draps de Berry; alſo in Druggets of Am. 
boiſe, with a Mixture of Spaniſh Wool. 


| Foreign boi. 8. We muſt confeſs that the foreign Wools are far ſuperior to French 


ij N. 943+ 


— 
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TSeeCTh. 525. 
§. 1. Note. 


Wool; at leaſt, thoſe: of Spain, Portugal, and Great Britain*, But the 
Dexterity of the Manufacturers, in mixing their own Wool with thei; 
Neighbours, ſet them upon an equal Foot with, or perhaps above the moſt 
expert of their Neighbours . 

9. The Wool that comes from Shain, is principally from Ca/tile, Arragon, 
and Navarre, They give them Names, according to their Quality, or the 
Places from whenee they come. Thoſe from Caftile and Arragon, come 
commonly by B:lboa, The Places about Saragofſe in Arragon, and the 
Neighbourhood of Segovie in Caſtile, furniſh the beſt. Amongſt the fineſt 
of theſe two, they diſtinguiſh: again he Pile of the Cartbuſians, and the Pil 
of the Jeſuits, thoſe that are called /a Grille, Refin Sagovie, Refin Ville Caftin, 

10. In general, they give to the moſt fine Wools the Name of Prime , 
adding to it the Name of the Place from whence they come. So they ſay, 
Prime Segovie, to expreſs the fineſt Wool of that City : The next to it in 
Fineneſs, is called Seconde, or Refleuret, to which they join the Denomina- 
tion of ſome Place in Spain, as. Refleuret Segovie, Refleuret Ville Caſtin, &c. 
This Second ©, of Wool, is ſometimes called ſingly, Segoviane. The third 
Sort is called Tierce, which is alſo. diſtinguiſhed by a ſecond: Denomination, 
as Tierce Segovie, ; c. | 

11. The Prime, eſpecially thoſe of Segovie, and Ville Caftin, are com- 
monly uſed for making the fineſt Cloths, Ratines, and other very fine Srurrs 
after the Faſhion 4 of England and Holland. The Segoviane or Refleuret is 
uſed to make Cloth of Elbexf, or others of like Quality. The third is only 


* Here we find the Wools of Great Britain mentioned. in the third Place, viz. after thoſe of 
Spain and Portugal; and in that Rank of: intrinſic Goodneſs I take them to be among the Wools 
of Europe; conſequently it might be expected, that they ſhould be alſo the next to theſe in Price; 


and though it is otherwiſe in the Engiz/þ Markets, yet that, no doubt, would be the Caſe, were they 
not under the Preſſure of a Monopoly. | | 


+ How is this to be underſtood ? That the French, by mixing Britiſh Wool with their own, 
have the Dexterity to make better Goods than their moſt dextrous Neighbours in Woolen Manu-- 
facture, the Bngliſßh? That methinks is impoſſible. This would be making not only their own 
Wool better than Engliſb, but their own Workmen ſuperior to the moſt dextrous. And there- 
fore I imagine, what the Author meant, is, that the French, by the Help of their Neighbours, the 
Spaniſh and Portugueſe Wools, (which are better than the Engliſh) though mixed with their own, 
not quite ſo good, were capable of making as good Draperies, of the middle Sort, as their moſt 
expert Neighbours, the Exgliſb, do, of the like Sort, with their own Mool only. 

+ See here, ren d' Angleterre, or Engiz/h-like d, is a mere technical Word, not implying ne- 
ceſſarily the Ule of Eugliſß Wool,,.in that kind of Manufacture, which is ſo called. * 

p | Uled. 


Chap. 132, MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. 
uſed for common Cloths, as thoſe of Rouen and Arnetal, The Refuſe of 


theſe three Spaniſh Wools is called in ſome Parts of France, Migot, i. e. bad. 
12. The Wools of Moliennes come from Barcelona; and though Rowfil- 


Jon has been long ſince detached from the Crown of Spain, and Niclded to. - 


France, yet the Wools of that Province keep always the Name of Spaniſh 
Wools. They are of three Sorts. 
fine of that Province; the Second, which is the next, and the Migeau, which 
is the leſs. The other Names of Spaniſb Wool, or Wool eſteemed as Spa- 
niſh, are Albarazin, Sorie Segoviane, or de los Rios, the Sorie common, Caſeres 
or ſmall Segovie, Segeweuſe Segoviane, Segeweuſe de Moline, Floretonnes de Se- 
govie, and Floretonnes common, of Navarre and Arragon, the Cabeſas of Eftra- 
madoure, and the petits Campo of Seville and Mallagis. 


Refleuret, which is the Prime, or moſt 


16 3 


13. Beſides the ſeveral Cloths « abovementioned, in the Fabric whereof « $. 11. 


Spaniſh Wools are employed, they are alſo uſed for making Cloth — 
Waiſtcoats, Socks, and other the moſt fine Works of Bonneterie . 


4 


C HAP. CLII. 


Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce: Memoirs concerning the p,,. 945 


Mools of Caſtile and Arragon, (taken in the Year 1719) and 
of the WooLs of Portugal. 


HE Wools of Caftile, i. e. they that are comprehended under the 


Name of Lanas Caſtillas, are, Segovianas Leoniſas: Les Segovias: 
Les Sorias : Les Molinas. 

2. The Wools of Arragon are alſo of four Sorts, viz. Albarazins fine, 
Albarazins middle, the Campos, and the black Wool of Saragoſſa. They call 
the Wool that comes from Navarre, Fleuretons *. 

3. The Wools of Caſtile, and the Albarazins, are ſent to Roan, Holland, 
and England. The Campos, and black Wools of Saragoſſe, go to . for 


: 1 mt, i. e. Caps, Waiſtcoats, &c. or whatever elſe is knit or wove, after the manner of 
Ings. 


* The Agnelin's are Wools ſhorn from Lambs, of which there are as many Sorts as the Wools 
mentioned above. 


X 2 the 
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the ManufaQuures of Poitou. The Fleuretons go to Bretagne or Recbelte.. 
The Agnelins every where, eſpecially to. Bretagne. 
4. There are five different Ways of buying Wool at Madrid, viz. A 


Ways of buy- Upon the Sheeps Backs, to waſh and triage themſelves. 2. All waſhed and: 


ing Wool at 
Madrid, 


triaged, by Weight, according to the Cuſtom of Bilboa, and to be delivered 
at a Place certain. 3. In like Manner, waſhed and zrzaged, but in the Place 
where the waſhing and Triage was per formed, delivered upon the Spot, and 
ſent by the Purchaſers themſelves to Billboa or Bayonne. 4. At a certain 
fixed. Price, as the Buyer and Seller ſhall agree. 5. At a Price uncertain, 
i. e. to pay for one Pile, what other Piles of the fame Quality ſhall be fold 
for. This laſt is a precarious Method; and the Buyer + ſeldom finds his 
Account in it. | 

5, The Time of ſhearing the Sheep in Caſtile, is towards the Month of 
May and June. At the ſame Time that they ſhear their Sheep, they put 
their Wool into Piles : Then they waſh them, and take out the Greaſe and 
Dirt. This Time of waſhing continues to the Month of Auguſt. 

6. Though in this waſhing, fomething is done towards taking out the 
Greaſe from the Wool, in order to render it fit for Work, yet muſt it not be- 
expected to be hereby entirely cleanſed of its Greaſe, but of the Dirt and: 
Ordure wherewith. it was ſoiled. 

7. The firſt Work, after this, is to card it; and in order to carding, it re- 
quires ſome Oil. That which is to be e in Whites, or the natural 
Colour of the Wool, may remain in the Oil. But the Wools or Stuffs 
that are to be dyed, require to be clean ſcoured. 

8. The Waſte that there is of Wool, en ſuin, when it is well waſhed, is 
commonly 53 per Cent. 1. e. 17 Arobes of Wool en ſuin, produces only 
eight Arobes of waſhed Wool, which make commonly one Bale. The Waſte 
in Wools is not always the ſame; Experience ſhews, that if there is no 
Rain in the Time of Shearing, then it is moſt; and on the contrary, if that 
Seaſon is rainy, then it is leſs.. The Reaſon is, becauſe the Rain at ſuch. 
Time carries off a Part of the Greaſe and Soil, while the Wool is yet upon 
the Sheeps Backs, and alſo after ſhearing, while it lies. in the Piles, in order 


to waſhing. 


+ This is a Method ſometimes uſed in 2s but in which the Sellers 452 has been obſerved) 
ſeldom find their Account. Thus is the Difference, in that reſpect, between Spain and England, 
plainly the Difference of a free, and of a monopolized Market. 


9. Mr, 
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9. Mr. Mondote guy, Author of the Traite de Abitrages, ſuppoſes 400 
Pounds of Wool, en ſurge, as it is taken from the Sheeps Back, to make one 
Bale, of eight Arobes, or 200 Pounds of waſhed Wool, taking the Arobe 
upon the Foot of 25 Pounds. This Proportion, of half Waſte, neverthe- 
leſs is not entirely juſt, for all Sorts of Wool. For Example, 25 Pounds of 
Wool of Segovie, en ſurge, afford 12 Pounds and an half of waſhed Wool; 
25 Pounds called Soria, 11 Pounds, and 25 called 4 Arragon, from nine and 
an half to ten Pounds. | 
10; To waftr theſe a ſecond Time, as they ought to be, in order to make 
Cloth, they loſe again 20 Pounds per Cent, = ro | 
11. They make commonly as many Piles as there are different Sorts of Page 947. x 
Wool. There are Piles of Segovianas, Sorias, Molinas, Albarazins. Ne- 
verthelefs, among Piles of the ſame Sort, there are ſome better than others. 
For Example, the Piles of Segovianas Leonifas, thoſe of the Eſcurial, the 
Piles of Mondejos,, and Orlaga. The different Sorts have a different Price. 
The Segovianas Leoniſas are more dear than the Sorias. They are called: 
Leuni ſas, to diſtinguiſh them from the Segovranas, ſingly, becauſe the Sheep 
are fed upon the Mountains of Leon, which are excellent Paſturage. | 
12. The Price of Wool per Pound in Frante, bought (1719 “) at Bilboa, Page 950. 
vi. waſhed and triaged, | | | 


Livres Sols 

The Bale, prime Coſt — — — 600 ov 
Freight, Ce. — — cp 62 og 
POT vet 

r Total. 662 oz 
ee 


The neat Weight at Rover is 164 15, So that dividing;662 iv. Sol. Dern. 
Livres 4 fois by 164. ; each Pound comes to ͥ— #4 o 9 


Of another. Sort; - Livres Sols Dern. 
The Bale, prime Coſt. — — 574 00 © . 


Which divided, as before, by 164, is per Iib. —— 3 17 7 


dit. 


The Author: gives it. to be underſtood, that by reaſon of the War, about this Time, be- 
tween France and Spain, Wool came dear to France, and that it has been much cheaper ſince. - 


The 


166 


niſh Wools 
17 19. Page 
951. 


w §ce §. 9. 


two Bales, Secon 
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The Price of Wool per Pound bought en Suin, i. e. un- 
Livres Sols Dern, 
— 526 oO o 

— 62 04 o 


waſhed. 


The Bale is, 
Freight, £c. 


It is to be obſerved concerning Wool en Suin, that on Account of the 
and one, Tierce, which compoſe a Pile of fifteen Bales, 
the Prime of the Wool noted as above, 3 Livres 11 Sols 9g Dern. muſt be 


rated 2 Sols per lib. dearer. According to which Calculation, the twelve 
Bales de Prime, coſt at Rouen, per lib. 


The two Bales, Second 
One Bale, Tierce 


De Moyens 


Campo fins 


De Moyens 


Which divided as before, is 


—— — 


—— ²— — 


— 


Laines Noires (black Wool) of Saragoſſe 


Fleuretons de Navarre 


*I don't know how to reconcile this high Price of Wool, (en ſuin) as a Fact, with the two 
foregoing Examples, and what has been ſaid concerning the Waſte of ſuch Wool, when it comes 
to be waſhed, (ſee 5. 8, 9, 10.) unleſs it is hereby intended to give the Price of ſo much Wool 
bought en ſuen, as, when waſhed, amounted by Computation to a Bale; and in this View it is 
very intelligible, making the Difference, of about g at the moſt, or at the leaſt, 5 Sols, per 
. 4+) the five different Ways of purchaſing 
urchaſers themſelves to waſh and triage it; which l 
conceive is the ſame with what is here meant, by Wool bought en ſuin, i. e. unwaſhed, but to 
be paid for by Weight, when triaged and waſhed ; or rather, I ſhould imagine, bought with 
Allowance made in No Weight for the neceſſary Waſte in waſhing : as for Inſtance (according 
to Mr. Mondeteguy's m Traite de Arbitrages) to have two Pounds of the beſt Wool unwaſhed at 
the Price of one Pound waſhed, and, of the middle and inferior Wools, yet more in propor- 


Pound, for the Labour of waſhing it: See 
Madrid, viz. upon the Sheeps Backs, the 


tion, 


. 


Price of Spa- Segovianas Leoniſas, per lib. at a Medium iP 

„% The others in Proportion, viz. Segovias 
Sorias | 
Molinas 
Albarazines fins 


— —— 


ͤ— 


588 oz o 


—— 
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of. 
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Livres Sols Dern, 
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Wool at 
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13. The Pile of the Eſcurial is the beſt. Wool of Spain that is bought 
op by Strangers. It belongs to the Religious there, and affords them a * 
yearly Revenue of 40,000 Piaſters. The Piles which come neareſt to the 
Eſcurial, are thoſe of Munos, Mondej os, Orlega, de Torre and Paular ; 1000 
or 1200 Bales of this Wool are to be found at Madrid. 


14. The Woods of Portugal do not differ much from thoſe of Spain, and ure Por- 


they paſs commonly for thoſe of Segovie. The Cloths made of them, are sl. 
very ſoft in the Hand. But the Makers don't chuſe this Wool, becauſe the 


Nature of it is ſuch, that it fulls more in the Length than the Breadth; fo 
that it comes ſhort from the Fuller; which is a Loſs to the Merchant, 


n 


0 HA P. Cl. 
Dickionaire Dniuerſel du Commerce. 
Of the Wools of Holland, &c. of England, Scotland, and 


Ireland; of Germany, the North, and Lorrain, and of the 
Levant, &c. | | 


1. HERE comes from Holland two Sorts of Wool. Thoſe of the Page 952: 


Holland, 
many, Pomerania, Dantzick, Pruſſia, Brunſwick, Paderborn, Ge. Theſe 


are commonly eombed and ſpun in Flanders; of which they make very 
fine wove Stockins, and ſome fine Cloth, * * | 
2. The Commerce of Wool is one of the moſt conſiderable Branches of 
Trade in Amſterdam ; and the moſt diſtin Account we have of it, is in the 
Traite le Negoce q Amſterdam, by Sieur Jean Pierre Ricard, publiſhed 1722, Ty o * 
3. The Engliſh have been always jealous of their Wools; but this Jea- Page 954. 
buſy + has been.increaſed ſince the Middle of the 17th Century: It is a Fe, 


ngland 


capital Scotland and 


6 - Ireland. 
Hire obſerve, it is aid, wove Stockins and ſome fine Cloth. And can we diſcredit 

this? Cr can we believe . time think of obtaining a Monopoly in yan Markets, 

upon 2 Belief that Foreigners can't uphold their Manufacturies without Engliſh or Jriſb Wool ? 

Or is it reaſonable to create a Monopoly againſt the Engliſh Grower of the Material, when no- 

thing like one can be acquired for the Manufacture | . 

} Jealouſy, a proper Word enough, as it ſometimes is uſed to denote Fondneſs, without Diſ · 

oetion z or Suſpicion, without Cauſe, The Truth is, the Engliſh ."terchants of the fog * 

; eretoi.re;, 


Growth of the Country; and thoſe that the Dutch have from Ger- f,“ 
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capital Crime to ſell it abroad. Tho' the Wools of Scotland and Trelang 


2 Ch. 2. Note, 


paſs abroad for Engliſh; yet Foreigners ſkilled in thoſe Matters, find 
come far ſhort of it in Fineneſs and Goodneſs. Nevertheleſs ſome eſteem 
the Iriſh Wool to be fineſt. The Sheep that produce theſe precious + 
Fleeces are of two Kinds, the one large, the other ſmall. 


4. The excellent Paſtures, and fine ſhort Graſs on which theſe Sheep, 
feed, and which is plentiful in all Seaſons, does not a little contribute to 
the Fineneſs of their Wool. But we believe it contributes much to their 
Goodneſs, that they have Convenience of feeding upon theſe Paſtures, all 
the Year round, without being obliged to be ſhut up in Houſes, except in 
very rigorous Seaſons. Beſides, there being no Wolves in England, they 
are ſecure at all times, rey 

5. Mr. Colbert, whoſe Memory will ever be reſpected by all Lovers of 
their Country, had formed a Deſign of tranſporting Engh/bh Sheep to 
France; hoping that by chuſing for them, in the Provinces of France, 
Paſturage, and a Climate much like that of their Iſle, they ſhould be able 
to propagate and perpetuate the Kind. But the Count ge Cominges, then 
Ambaſſador at Londen, ſhewed him the Impoſſibility of tranſporting them, 
and almoſt the equal Impoſſibility of preſerving the Kind, when t ſported. 
So that this Miniſter was obliged to abandon a Project, which it was glori- 
ous for him to have entertained, altho' it could not be executed.“ 


6. The great Precautions of the Engl;//h Government againſt exporting 


Wool, render it more fcarce || among their Neighbours; but they don't 


| entirely 
heretofore ; ſince them, the Engliſh Sta or Wool Jobbers, and the Manufacturers, bave con- 
ſtantly thirſted after a Monopoly of the Engliſh W ools. 

t Precious Flieces. Mr. Savary had before applied this Epithet to the Wools of Spain and 
Portugal; and it is equally proper to ſome of the Engliþ Fleeces; which by their Weight or 
Quantity, are of great Value; although Pound for Pound, the Wool is not of the greateſt, eſpe- 
cially in the Engliſh Markets. And as to the ſmaller Sheep of England, thoſe of Coteſwolu, the 
Ie of Wight, Sc. how does this Encomium (precious) agree with the Weight of their Fleeces, 

which are but light, like the Spaniſb) and with the Price at which they are ordinarily (old in 
England; which is not only below the loweſt Wools of Spain, at Amſterdam, but even below the 
on W ogls of Germary, and the yet coarſer of Tours in France. (See Chap. 162. f. 7. Ch. 171» 
172, . 

72 This is a Story, at the beſt, ſpoiled in the telling. For Inſtance, it repreſents the Buſineſs, 
of tranſporting Engliſh Sheep, as the greateſt Difficulty in this Caſe, whereas the Paſturage f, 
common Senſe will teach us, was the main Point. Beſides, was the celebrated Mr. Colbert ſuch 
a Novice in theſe Matters, to want to be inſtructed by the Count de Commges? And Whatever it 
was that paſſed between theſe two great Ferſons, on this Subject, (as ſomething probably did) 
2 a * ſomething have been worthy of the Characters of able Men, Miniſters of France? 

ee Y. 7. Note. | 

+ Ovium To genera duo ſunt ; Pinguis & campeſtris Situs a proceras Oves tokrat, &c. 

| That is, (we ſhould fo underſtand it) more ſcarce, than if Wool, from England, was 


fo 
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entirely prevent it. The Engliſh make uſe of long Winter Nights to con- Page 955: 3 | 
vey them, and prefer a certain conſiderable Gain to the Dangers even of, 
Death, which they have a Chance to eſcape. This intrepid Nation looks ; 
with Indifference upon that Danger, which is a Terror to moſt other Peo- 2 "2 
le. | 7.1 I 
7. The fineſt Engli/b Wool comes from Canterbury, either uncombed 1 
or combed, ready for ſpinning. It is that Wool, whereof they make in 1 
England, the moſt fine * and ſerviceable Cloth that can be ſeen. They . 
make uſe of it in France for their fineſt Cloths, and other their fineſt 
WooLen STUFFs. The Manufacturers have ſo well imitated the Engh/h, | 
that the Eng/i/h themſelves cannot diſtinguiſh the Difference. And it is | 1 
only Prepoſſeſſion of Opinion, and a natural Fondneſs for Things that come 15 
from abroad, that make the People prefer foreign Manufacture to that of 1 
the Kingdom. | FE | | 4 
8. The beſt Engliſh Wool“ is, that of Leominſter in Herefordſhire, of Ce- 7 150, 3 1 
tefivold in Glouceſterſhire, and of the Je of Wight in Hampſhire. It is ſo fine | | y 
that the Stuff, thereof made, comes near to Silk*. And the Country pro- ang 150. 4 
duces ſuch Quantities of it, that beſides the Conſumption of it made in the Chamberlayne 44 
Britiſh Jes, an incredible Quantity of Engliſh Cloth is ſent to foreign Parts. 15 
9. There is alſo a great deal of Exgliſʒh Wool conſumed in France for 
Tapeſtry, Hautlifſe and Baſliſſe, or made with the Needle upon Canvas, 
eſpecially for white and fire Colour; and thoſe Wools are called Laine de 
Gobelins; becauſe they are all dyed there by thoſe able Dyers, who have 
been eſtabliſhed there for above half a Century, and have render d them- 
ſelves ſo famous there, by their admirable dying, that they are not inferior 
to thoſe of Holland. 
10, One other conſiderable Conſumption of Engh/h Wool in France, is 


in wove Stockins +, that are called Stockins de Bouchon, from, the Man- | 1 
Vol. II. Y 
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te be freely exported, This is both intelligible, and certain. But as conſeſſedly theſe Precautions 
don't entirely prevent it, ſo neither is it certainly more ſcarce, in France for Inſtance, than if 
theſe Precautions centered in a Duty on Wool exported, inſtead of an abſolue Praltbiticn. For a 
3 we perceive, by long and abundant Experience, amounts but to a limited Exfor- 
tation ool. | 
* Mr. Savary, the Author of this Dictionary, tel's his Readers, in his Preface, that he - 
would not be anſwerable for all the ſeveral Memoirs, from which he had tranſcribed. And 
this, I think, is a Paragraph from one of thoſe which are to be read with ſome Grains of Aliow- 
ance, for being wrote in the hyperbolic Style, by an Author, probably Enghih, and no Manu- 48, §. 8 
facturer; otherwiſe he would not have talked of making the maſ fine Cloth with Eagliſb Wool. * 
Does not this prove, againſt the Bulk of £ng//b Writers, that the Advantage, of _ 
| « 
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Germany, 
the North, 
and Lorrain. 


* Ch. 172. 
F. 1, 2, 3, 4. 


Page 956. 
I sols of the 
Levant. 


Page 957. 
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ner in which the Wool is wraped up hard, in order to its Conveyance to 


France. This Wool is very long and very fine, and comes ready combed 
from England. | 

11. For the Wools of Scotland and Ireland, they being nearly like to thoſe 
of England, are put to pretty near the ſame uſes, except that being leſs fine, 
and more common, the Stuffs made of them, are not ſo much eſteemed, 
nor fo ſaleable. The moſt Part of theſe Wools come ready combed, and 
they are commonly ſpun in Picaray. 

12, Beſides all thoſe Wools, of which we have juſt ſpoke, and 
which are the fineſt and beſt which Strangers furniſh. to France, 
there comes yet a great Quantity from Germany and the North; which, 
though of an inferior Quality, are employed in many Stuffs and other 
Works. They have commonly the Names of the Places whence they 
come, as Wools of Roflock, Gripſwalde, Stralſund d. Anclam*, Stetin, Thoorn, 
Dantzick, &c. They have nevertheleſs ſometimes their proper Names; but 
they add always the Names of the Kingdoms, States or Cities, whence they 
are ſent, as Bluette du Rhin, Wool de Eté de Pologne, Wool Brunyere du 
Rhin, de Wiſmar, Plure de Mulhauſen, de Wiſmar, du Rbin; Fine grije, 
Kiſte, Sc. There is alſo a great Trade for Wool in Lorrain; of which 
there is an extraordinary Produce there, having MANY SHEEP, The beſt 
Part of theſe Wools go to Liege and Champagne. 

13. There are alſo Wools of the Levant, v. g. Pelades, fine and common 
Treſquiles or Surges, les Batardes, les Ipſola, and PEſtain of Conſtantineple, 
Wools Serges of Aleppo, of Alexandria, of Cyprus, black Batardes of Aleffs; 
Wools de Chevron, black, of Smyrna and Perſia, Chevrons reddiſh and 
white, fine and common, of Smyrna, of Satalia. Finally, Mattelins of the 
Morea and Barbary. 

14. Wool Auxy is the fineſt ſpun Wool about Abbeville, Wool Tree, 
is Wool ſorted. Laine Baſſe, or Baſſe Laine, is the ſhorteſt and fineſt 
Wool of the Fleece. Many give it the Name of Fine, on the Account of 


its great Fineneſs. That Sort of Wool, when ſpun, is commonly employ- 


ed to make the Shoot or Woof of Tapeſtry, Cloths, Ratines, and other like 
fine Stuffs, for which Reaſon, the Manufacturers call it Laine trame. It is 


| Engliſh with French Wool, is not any thing like what has been repreſented at leaſt? if it was, 


can it be i that the French would uſe any Engliſ Mool alone; and that only for wove 
Stockins, a Manufacture, wherein * are rivalled, not only by wove Stockins made of the 


Wools of Holland and Germany f, &c. but by Stockins of Silk, of Cotton, of Thread, all which 
are commonly preferred to Worſted ? of 
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of that kind of Wool which the Stockin Weavers and Knitters uſe. The 


Spaniards and Portugueſe give it the Name of Prime, or beſt. 80 they ſay, | 


Prime Segovie. Wool en fuiff, en ſuin, Wool Surge, are the ſame, i. e. 
Wool unwaſhed, in its Dirt and Greaſe, Laine de Etè de Pologne is one of 


the fineſt Wools of the North *, | | 55. 12+ 


CH AP. CLIV. 


Of the Commerce of Marſcilles, n the Year 1688. By Sieur Gaſ- — — 
par Carfevil, Merchant of Marſeilles. 4 new Edition ( Ap- le 


pendix to Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce) with Addi- 
tions, diflinguiſhing in Italics, the State of Trade, and the 
Price of Commodities there, in 1727, 1739, 1740. | 


1, HERE come from Smyrna to Marſeilles, from 1800 to 2000 
Quintals of Wool, of three Sorts, v. g. fine Wool, from 17 to 18 
Livres the Quintal; Batard Wool, from 13 to 14 Livres; Metelin Surges, 
from 11 to 12 Livres. From Conſtantinople, 2 or 3000 Quintals of the fol- 
lowing Wools. Laines Pelades, or Skin Wool, fine, from 22 to 32 Livres; 


the coarſe Skin Wool, from 14 to 15 Livres. Wool Treſqulles, Surges, 


16—17 Livres; Wool Treſquzlles coarſe, Surges, 13—14 Livres; I/olat, 
Surges, 15—26 Livres the Quintal “; De Satalie Turqui mani, 350 or 400 


Quintals, which are employed in making Quilts in Provence, Languedoc, and 


Piedmont, From Tripoli, of Syria, by Seyde and Cyprus, 5 or 600 Quintals, 
at 12 or 13 Livres. From Alexandria, from 800 to 1000 Quintals, at 14 or 
15 Livres the Quintal. They ſerve to make Quilts, and are uſed at Lyons, 
Rouen, and in other Parts of France. From Alexandria in Egypt, 80 or go 
Quintals, which ſerve for Drapery, at 14 or 15 Livres the Quintal; which 
are ſold in Provence and Languedoc. From Tripoli, Tunis, Algier, and that 
Coaſt, 1 500 or 2000 Quintals, employed to make coarſe Cloths, Blankets 


thy are not only Wools, the intrinſic Goodneſs whereof we are unacquainted with, but alſo, en 
Surge; wherein the Waſte is conſiderable, before they are reduced to the Condition in which the 
Enzli/b W ools are always fold. We have ſeen d that the Waſte of Wool, en Surge, the beſt of 
S201, in the firſt waſhing, beſides the Expence of Labour, is one Half; and that in inferior 
Sorts, the Waſte by waſhing, and, it may be preſumed, the Expence alſo, is ſtill more, More- 
over, the Quintal, or 100 lb. of Marſcilles, is but 8 1 l. of Am/terdam, 


Y 2 and 


* Though theſe are ſeemingly but low Prices for Wool, yet we can quin leſs about them, as 


h Chap. 152. 
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and Quilts, at 14 or 15 Livres the Quintal ; ſold in Provence, Languedee, 
and further in France. From the Morea, 800 to 1000 Quintals, for Blan- 
kets and Quilts, at 9 or 10 Livres the Quintal ; ſold in Provence, Languedye, 
and Traly. All theſe Wools come Surge, or in their Dirt. | 

2. From Spain there come ordinarily 15 or 16,000 Quintals of Wool, 
Surge; 4 or 5000 Quintals of Skin Wool from Majorca, Catalonia, Alicant, 
Almerie, Valence, Carthagena, and Malaga. But within a Year, there has 
not come the ſixth Part; the Reaſon is, becauſe they have been bought up 
in great Quantities, at an extraordinary Price, for Holland. F ormerly, there 
came Albarazins, 1000 or 1500 Quintals, and Skin Wool 7 or 800 Quintals, 
Theſe Wools were formerly at 20 and 22 Livres the Quintal ; now, are 
28—3o Livres; the A!barazins, from 70 * to 80 Livres; the Skin Moo! 5 
or 6 Livres above the common Spaniſh Surges. The Conſumption is made 
in Provence, Languedoc, Dauphiny, Piedmont. 

In 1740 +, the Wools of Caſtile and Arragon fold for 38 Livres the 
Quintal. | 

3. From Sally and Tetouan come ordinarily 3 or 4000 Quintals, the moſt 
Part Surges, and the 2oth Part Skin Wool. There comes but little in Time 
of War. The Surge is ſold from 14 to 15 Livres the Quintal. The Skin 


Wool, from 17 to 18 Livres. 


In 1739, there came from Conſtantinople, 1632 Bales of Skin Weol, 114 
Bales of Wool from Panorme. Prom Smyrna, 50 Bales of Skin Well, 50 
Bales of Surge, 11 Bales of reddiſh Wool of Perſia, 21 Bales of Baſtard Will, 
310 Bales of Wool treſquille fine. From Alexandria, Cyprus, Tripoli, 204 


| Bales, and 228 Bales. Prom Cavallo, 247 Bales of Shin Wool, 3˙1 Bales of 


Surge, 18 Bales of treſquille. From Salonica, 323 Bales of Wool Surge, 932 
Bales of Wool. From Algier, 20 Bales of Wool Surge. From Barbary, 406 


Bales. From Bonne, 420 Bales. From Spain, 2641 Bales. From Italy, Na- 


_ ples, Leghorn, and Genoa, 500 Bales of - white Mool, &c. 


* Chap. 179. 
§. 3, 4. 


* The Wools of Spain are commonly diſtinguiſhed into two Sorts, viz. fine, called by Way 
of Eminence Speniſh Ill col, and ordinary, or car ſe low-priced k Wael; and theſe here mentioned 
(comparing the ſame with Ch. 152. F. 12.) we ſuppoſe to be of the better Sort. 

+ Comparing this with the immediate foregoing Paragraph, we find that in 1740, Wools of 
Spain were at about halt the Price they ſold for in 1688, 


G 
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C HAP. Cv. . „ 


Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce : The ManufaFtures efta- 
bliſbed in Paris and other Parts of France. 


1, NH E Woolen ManufaQtures of France are, Cloth, Serges, Ratines, Tome 2. p. 
Baracans, Camblets, Calamancos, Tammies, Crapes, Bayes, Perpetuanas, * 

Flannels, &c. Fries, Anacoſtes, Druggets, &c. all of Wool, or of Wool and 

Thread mixt. 78 

2. It is to Monfieur Colbert, Superintendant General of Arts and Manu- 
factures, * that this Kingdom is indebted for the firſt Eſtabliſhment of thoſe 2 9.6. 
Mannfacturies * which are now become the moſt flouriſhing? in Europe. | Chap. 156. 

z. There have been a Number of good Regulations made concerning d 8. 
them, viz. in Auguſt 1669, Auguſt 1700; March and May 1701, Cc. APage 1189. 
Royal Manufactury is a Manufactury eſtabliſhed by Letters Patents from the 
King. ; 

Fy Several Perſons have been famous for the ſetting up of ManufaCturies Page 1192. 
in France, at ſeveral Times, and particularly ſince Hen. IV. But two eſpe- 
cially have diftinguiſhed themſelves in this Way, 1. Nicholas Cadeau, who 
founded and brought to Perfection the Manufactury at Sedan. 2. Joſeph 
Vanrobais, who eſtabliſhed that of Abbeville, which long has been, and is 
yet, in high Reputation. The it was a Native of France, who in the 
Year 1646, joining himſelf with John Binet and Yves of Marſeilles, two 
other rich Traders, obtained Letters Patents, given at Fontarnbleau in the 
Month of July of the ſame Year, for his new ManufaCtury. 

5. By theſe Letters Patents, the Company had the ſole making (for 
twenty Years) of black and coloured Cloths, like thoſe of Holland. Theſe 
three Patentees and their Children, born, and to be born, were ennobled +, 


* The Words Manufacture, and Manufactury or ManufaQory, are by ſeveral Authors uſed 
alittle too indiſcriminately ; whereas, in Propricty of Speech, Manufacture, and Manufactury, 
have different Significations; the one denoting the Art, or the Stuff itſelf, manufactured; the 
other, ina larger Senſe, the whole Deſign for ſetting on Foot and maintaining ſuch a particular 
Work, in any particular Place or Part of a Country; in which Senſe, is here to be underſtood 
the Word Manufatturies m, as ſaid to be eſtabliſhed by Mr. Colbert. (See 5. 3.) juſt as we ſay m Se F. 6, 
Diſliliery, Brewery, Foundery, &c. | Note. 
. + Ennviled, But Query, if the Word, in this Place, ſignifies exactly what we underſtand by it 
in Great Britain? I apprehend not, but rather ſome other Privileges, of which, not knowing 
preciſely the Conſtitutions of that Kingdom, we have not an exact Idea, 4 
| an 
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n Ch. 125. 
§. 1. Note. 


oh. 71. F. 9. 
Chap. 128. 


§. 3, 10-14. 


- -MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. Chap. rg, 
and honoured with all Titles, &c. of the Nobles of France. The King 
gave not only each of them a Penſion of 500 Livres yearly, during their 
Lives, but alſo affiſted them with a Stock of 8000 Livres a Year, during the 
Term of their Patent. The Succeſs of this new Manufactury exceeded all 
Expectation. And the Cloths which we call Draps de Sedan, from the 
Name of the City where made, might be eſteemed the fineſt of their Kind, 
if thoſe of Abbeville had not their Partiſans, who contend for their being 
at leaſt equal to them. 

6. The Privilege excluſive of Sieur Cadeau , was near expiring, when 
Steur Vanrobats, a Dutch Merchant, deſired to ſet up a new Manufactury of 
fine Cloths, after the Faſhion of Spain and Holland, which he propoſed to 
make at Abbeville in Picardie. His Letters Patents bore Date, October 1669, 


Page 1193. of which the principal Clauſes were: For 30 Looms : For a requiſite 


Number of Fulling-Mills, and 50 Workmen to be brought from Holland; 
with Paſſports for the ſame, Exemption from all Taxes, &c. for their Looms, 
Cloth, Wool, Sc. In ſhort, to facilitate the Eſtabliſhment, the King gave 
him, as a free Gift, 12,000 Livres, and lent him 2000 Livres for every Loom 
he ſhould ſet up, during the three firſt Years, without Intereſt, 

7. The ſaid Vanrobais, having fulfilled his Engagements, had his Patent 
renewed to him and his eldeſt Son, in 1681, for 1 5 Years more ; on Condi- 


tion that he ſhould ſet up 50 Looms inſtead of 30. In Conſideration of 


+ It is to be obſerved, that though the Original of the particular Munufucturies of the leur Ca- 
deau, and of Vanrobais, are here mentioned, yet are we not to date from thence (as ſome Writers 
have done) the Beginning of Woolen Manufacture, or even of making Cloth in France ; much 
leſs are we to ſuppoſe that theſe two particular ManufaQuries received any Support from Eg 
and Iriſþ Wool, (deducing thence the Owling Trade) for in theſe was uſed only Staniſh Mos. 
And whereas it is ſaid, they made Cloth after the Faſhion of Holland, Spain, and Er g/and, or 
Engliſb- lite n; theſe were but technical Names for certain fine Cloths; juſt as we ſay Serge de 
Niſmes, German Serge, Fc, though made in England, of Engliſh Weil. And the Reaſon why the 
Government in France was at ſuch an Expence, to encourage theſe two part.cular Manufacturies, 
was plainly this: The making of fine broad Cloth is, in all Regards, the moſt difficult © and the 
moſt beneficial Part of Woolen Manufacture; requiring the largeſt Stocks to carry it on to Ad- 
vantage. In this, the Dutch principally, when theſe ManufaQuuries were erected, being ſuperior 
to the French, they had the ſupplying, in a great Meaſure, the Court and Kingdom of France 
with their fine/? Cloths ; the Expence of which was ſo much, as to make a conſiderable Article 
againſt them, in the general Balance of their Trade. And therefore, the firſt View that Nation 
had, in erec ting thoſe Manufacturies, was, to ſupply their own Occaſions, and thereby ſave a large 


v Chap. 94. Sum of Money within the Kingdom, which they had been uſed to pay to foreign Labour p. 
& 18. 


To effectuate which, beſides theſe poſitive Encouragements to Undertakers, and their Charters 
excluſive, (which, by the way, are what would not have been endured in a free Country, as Eg. 
land is,) they laid high Duties upon all foreign Meclen Manufattures, and among the reit, as much 
on Spaniſh, as on any other foreign Cloths ; nay, the Duties on them were continued the lame; 
alter thoſe of Holland were lowered from 80 to 55 Livres. (See Ch. 178. F. 18, 19.) 


which, 


Chap. 156. MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. 1475 
which, the King remitted to him 20,000 Livres, of the 80, ooo that had 
been lent to him, within the three firſt Vears of his former Grant. 1 

8. A third Patent, in the Year 1698, was granted to Iſaac and Yoſ. Van- 
robais, two Brothers, Sons of the firſt Undertaker, who had now ſet up 80 
Looms. Which Number, in 1708, was increaſed to above 100 ; when the 
faid Joſ. Vanrobars, in Partnerſhip with his Brother Iaac's Widow, being 
defirous to erect ſtill more Building, in order to extend this flouriſhing Eſta- 
bliſhment, the like whereof perhaps was not to be met with, obtained, that 
fame Year, a fourth Grant, with further Privileges, for fifteen Years to come. 
Oae of which Privileges was, a Permiſſion to all Noblemen * to enter into 
the Partnerſhip, without Derogation to their Titles and Honours. 
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Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. 
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Of French Cloths, and the other ſeveral Sorts of Moolen Ma- | ; 
nufafture practiſed in France; and of the Wools uſed 4 


therein. 
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I, E LOTHS are made of different Qualities, ſome fine, ſome middling, Tom. 2. Of | | q 
ſome coarſe, or ſtrong ; ſome dyed in the Wool, of different Co- — 7 
lours, 7. e. the Wool whereof has been dyed and mixed, before it was ſpun 1 
and worked in the Loom. Others are made all white, to be dyed, ſcarlet, If 
black, blue, Cc. Their Breadths and Lengths are different, according to | W 
their Quality and the Places where made. 1 

2. Almoſt all the Cloths that are ſeen in France, are the Manufacture of Page 107. 1 
the Kingdom ; nevertheleſs, they have ſome from foreign Countries ; eſpe- | | 
cially, in Time of Peace, from Spain, England, and Holland. # 

3. The fine Cloths are of three Qualities ; the firſt is made of the fine l 
Wool of Segovia, without any Mixture; the ſecond, of Segovia Wool, with 
that of Albarazin, ſecond Segovia and Wool of Soris ; the third, of other 
middle Sorts of Spaniſh Wool. 


; See 5. 5: Note. 1 
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Page 113. 


Page 114- 
Rules, Apr. 
27, 1706. 


Page 115. 
Auguſt 1718. 


Page 116, 


Page 129. 
Druggets. 


Page 130. 


Tom. 3. p. 
202. 


NME MOIRS or WOOL, &. Chap. x56, 


be made of le fleuret de Laine de Languedoc, low Daupbiny, Gandie, petit Al. 


4. Many Manufacturies of this Kingdom, eſpecially thoſe of Languedec, 
Dauphine, and Provence, afford Quantities for the Levant, from Marſeilles, 
Theſe Cloths, whoſe Names, Qualities, Lengths, Breadths, &c. are differeny 
from thoſe worn in the Kingdom, have been the Subject of many Laws 

c. The Cloths called Londrins premieres, are to be made of Wool, prime 
Segovie, both Warp and Woof : Londrins ſeccnds muſt have for the Warp, 
Wool Soria, or Wool of equal Quality; for the Woof, ſecond Segovie, Lon- 
dres larges muſt be made of the beſt Wool of Languedoc. Lower Dauphine, 
Gandie, Rouſillon, grand Albarazin, and others of like Quality. Londres muſt 


barazin, or others of like Quality. Draps Seizans, of Wool, of Languedle, 
low Dauphiny, or Spaniſh Wool, of like Quality, 
6. They ſhall not employ in the Manufactury of Romorentin other than 
the Wools of Berry, Sologne, and Wools of Spain, prime Segovie, prime So. 
ria, and prime Segoviane only; without employing other Spaniſh Wools, of 
an inferior Quality, or the Wools of Navarre, or Barbary, or any other 
Wool. 
7. Rules, Auguft 21, 1718. for the making of Cloths in the Provinces of 
Burgogne, Breſſe, Bugey, Valromey and Gex, viz. of whites and of different 
Colours at Dijon and Selonges, Sommieres, Auxois, Auxer Montbard, Avalon, 
Saulien, Chatillon upon the Seine, Montcenis Leuans, La Charite de Macon, 
Cluny and Paray le Monial. Common Cloths called Sardis, that are made 
at Bourge en Breſſe, Pondeveaux, Montluel, and other Places. 
8. Beſides Draps, (i. e. full Cloths) there is a Manufacture of Petit 
Drops (Stuffs of Wool) which are commonly uſed for Linings, viz. Serges 
of Aumalle, of Beavais, and others, Frizes, Frizens, Feltins, &c. 
9. Druggets are a Stuff of Wool, or of Wool and Thread, ſome broad, 
but moſt of them narrow. They are ſometimes called Pinchinas &, though 
far from like what, of that Name, comes from Toulon and Chalons, in Cham- 
pagne. The Places in France, where Druggets are chiefly made, are /* 
Lude, Amboiſe, Partenay, Niort, Rheims, Rouen, Darnatal, Verneuil in Perche, 


Les premiers Statuts du Corps de la Draperie ſont de I'annee 1188, ſous le Regne de Phi- 
© lippe Auguſt.” Tom. 2. p. 122. 

+ Pinchina, a kind of coarſe and ſtrong Cloth made at and about Toulon, Ell broad. There 
© are that are made all of Spaniſh Wool only, others of Wool of the Country entirely; the 
« firſt are chiefly ſold in France ; the reſt, for the moſt Part, in [/aly, Barbar;, and the Arch- 
© pelago. Chalens furniſhes a Stuff of Wool very ſtrong, Ell wide, called Pinchinas, becauſe its 
Quality comes pretty near to the true Pinchinas of Toulon.“ 


Tr oves, 


Chap. 1 56. MEMOIRS or WOOL, &. 
Troyes, Chaumont in B aſſig ny, Langr es and Chalons in Champagne. There are 


* 


alſo very fine Druggets made, but of a particular Sort, at Bedarieux in Lan! 


guedoc, and many adjacent Villages, which are fold in Germany. 

9. The Druggets of Lude are of Wool entirely, both Warp and Woof. 
At Amboiſe are made of two Sorts, of Wool entirely, the one Croiſes g, the 
others not Croiſes. The Druggets of Partenay are made, ſome of Wool 
only; others, the Warp of Thread, the Woof of Wool. Niort affords 
Druggets, all of Wool; ſome Croiſes, others not, half Ell- wide. The 
Croiſes are the moſt eſteemed, being for the moſt Part cloſe wrought, and 
very ſtrong. The Druggets of Rheims are not Croiſes, half Ell- wide, com- 
monly made of nothing but Wool prime Segovre, ſpun very fine, which gives 
them a Superiority to all the other | Druggets manufactured in Fance, 
which are generally made of the Wool of the Country, coarſe ſpun. 

10. At Roan are made three Sorts of Druggets not Croiſes. The one 
made of Wool only, half Ell-wide, &c. Another called Berluche, or Bre- 
luche, the Woof Wool, the Warp Thread. This ſecond Sort of Druggets 
comes very near in Goodneſs and Price to thoſe of Verneuil in Percbe. The 
laſt, commonly called Eſpagnolettes, are entirely of Wool, hairy on one Side, 
and ſometimes on both, which makes them very warm. Theſe Druggets 
Eſpagnolettes are made of different Qualities ; one very fine, of Spaniſh 
Wool only; others leſs fine, of Spaniſh Wool mixed with the Wool of the 
Country; others of the Wool of the Country only, which are the coarſer 
and of leſs Value. They are made white, and dyed, after that, of different 
Colours. | 

11. The Druggets of Darnetal are like to thoſe of Roan, in Goodneſs, 
Length, and Breadth. | 

12. Verneuil in Perche, furniſhes Druggets half Ell-wide, from 42 to 65 
Ells long, the Warp Thread, the Woof Wool of the Country, very coarſe, 
They are of a low Price, viz. about 13 or 14 Sols the Ell. They are con- 
ſumed commonly at Beauſſe, the Orleanois, and Country adjacent to Paris, 
for clothing the Peaſants. The Druggets of Troyes are Croſſes, on one Side, 
and not on the other. The Woof is of Wool, the Warp of Thread. 
They are not much better than thoſe of Verneuil. At Chaumont in Baſ- 

guy, and at Langres, are Druggets like thoſe of Troyes. 


} Croiſes, a technical Term. | 

| Ther, I ſuppoſe to have been the French Druggets, which, in the Time of King Charles II. 

were much worn in England. (See Chap. 51. F. 10. Chap. 55. H 3. Nate, Chap. 57.4. 6.) 
Vor, II. | 7 13. At 
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Serges. Tom. 
3. p. 756. 


S$erges facon 
de Londres. 


« Sce Chap, 


153. F. 6. 
Note. 


Page 743. 
Perpetuanas, 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. Chap. 1 56. 


13. At Chalons in Champagne, are made Druggets, all of Wool. They 
are called Eſpagnolettes, and their Quality is very good. There are few, 
except Druggets Eſpagnolettes of Roan and Darnetal, and ſome Druggets 
with Thread, that are dyed in the Piece; the others are dyed in the Wool, 
i. e. the Wool of which they are made, is dyed of ſeveral Colours, before it 
is carded, ſpun, and weaved. 

14. Serge is a Stuff of Wool, manufactured after a certain Manner, 
They have different Names given by the Merchants and their Makers, to 
diſtinguiſh and render them more eſteemed. Their Price is different, ac- 
cording to the different Sorts and Qualities and Places where made, viz. 
Serge de Seigneur, Serge a la Reigne, Serge Imperial, &c. Serge rage, Serge 
a poil, Serge drapee, or Cloth Serge, Serge both Sides alike, and Serge de 
Berry, de Beauvais, de Mouy, de St. Lo, a Aumale, de Crevecæur, de Blicour, de 
Chartres, &c. Facon de Londres, d' Arſcot, de Rome, de Segovie. All of theſe 
which are made in France, are ſubject to certain Rules, by divers Arrets, ac- 
cording to the Places where they are made. | 

15. France owes the Manufacture of Serge, after the Faſhion of London, 
to Lewis Bezuel and Nicholas de la Ccudre, Partners. Theſe two able Ma- 
nufacturers begun the Fabric at Aumale, a little City in Normandy, in Con- 
ſequence of a Patent excluſive, for 15 Years, of the 12th of September 1665, 
granted upon the Report of Mr. Colbert. It has ſince been transferred to 
Seignelay, Gournay, Auxerre, Sedan, Abbeville, Beauvais, Boufflers, Ec. That 
of Seignelay has always preſerved the Preference, either becauſe they make 
uſe of better Wool, or are better Workmen, or becauſe the Earth and Wa- 
ter are more Proper. 

16. As to the Manner of making the Serges facon de Londres. The beſt 
Wool for the purpoſe, is that of England, viz. the longeſt for the Warp, and 
the ſhorteſt for the Woof. But as it is not eaſy to procure thoſe Sorts of Wool, 
becauſe they are prohibited, they have Recourſe, for the Warp, to the 
longeſt and fineſt Wool of Berry ; and for the Woof, to the Prime and 
Second of Spain and Portugal“. 

17. Perpetuanas, a Stuff like the Serges of 3 commonly made 
at Colcheſter and Exeter, and other Places thereabouts. Theſe Perpetuanas 


However true it may be, that ſome long Wools of England are better than thoſe of the 
Province of Ber! y, in France : Certain it is, that the Engliſb ſhort Wools are, for the moſt Part, 
either not ſo good as the Prime and Sccond of Spain and Portugal, or elle they are very much un- 
dei ſold in the Englihh Markets, (See Chap. 171. N“. 6. Chap. 172.) 


are 


Chap. 156. MEMOIRS or WOOL, & 199 - 
are chiefly deſtined to Spain and Italy; but moſt to Spain, where there isa Z | 
great Demand for them. Of late Years they make ſome in Imitation of _ 
the Engliſh Perpetuanas, at Montpelier, Neſmes, Caftres, and other Cities 

of Low Languedoc. Some are alſo made at Beauvais, which are much 
eſteemed at Cadix, where the French Merchants ſend them, dyed of different 
Colours. The Merchants of Languedoc ſend a Quantity of them into Tay 
under the Name of Imperial Serge, that are a little finer than thoſe deſigned 1 
for Spain. Call them by what Name you will, they are but Serge, like to | 14 
that of Sommiere. The Perpetuanas deſigned for the Spaniſh Weſt Indies are 

commonly ſent in Aſſortments of forty Pieces, v:2z. fifteen, green Paroquet ; 

fifteen Pieces, blue ; five, muſc Colour ; five, black. There is one Species of 
Perpetuanas, leſs fine, which is moſtly made in England; whence it is ſent 

into Spain, chiefly for the Indies, commonly to the Value of 200,000 © 

Livres a Year. | 

18. Saye is a Kind of Serge, very light, all of Wool, ſomething like the 704. Sayes. 
Serge of Caen. Some of the Religious uſe them for Shirts; others, for Lin- 

ings and Hangings in Furniture. They make Abundance of them at Hon- 

ſcotte, Ipres, and Turcoing in Flanders. Thoſe of Honſcotte and Ipres are 

about Ell- wide. Thoſe of Turcoing, which are very fine, and all of Wool 

only of Segovie, or England, are ; wide. There are alſo ſome made in A.- 

tos with the Wool of the Country. 

19. Payes, a Woolen Stuff, not Croiſſfe, very looſe made, with the Hair Tone 1. 368. 
on one Side, a Kind of Flannel, very coarſe. A Quantity of theſe are cher. 
made at * Glouceſter, They make a conſiderable Number of them in Flan- 

ders, eſpecially at Tournay and Liſie, and Neuf Egliſes. Of late Years, the 

French have manufactured ſome with Succeſs; eſpecially at Beauvais, de 

Caſtres, Montpelier, and Niſmes. The Demand for them is very great in 

Spain and Portugal and Italy. The French begin to ſend many of them, 

white, black, and of all other Colours, as did the Engliſb and Fleming, 
heretofore. A Kind of Stuff of the ſame Name, but cheaper, is alſo made 

at Alba, and thereabouts. The Bayes of the Kingdom pay Duty, 3 Livres, 

the 100 Weight. Thoſe of England pay 20 Livres for a Piece of 25 Ells, 

and for Doubles, of 50 Ells, 60 Livres, by an Arret of 1687. Thoſe of 

Flanders pay but four. Livres, for 20 Ells, by the Tariff of 1664. 
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—_ 1. 20. Reveches, Flannel. Formerly, almoſt all theſe that were feen in 


F France, did come from England. But ſince they have been imitated at 
Beauvais and Amiens, the Engliſb have ſent few or none. 


Tom. 1. p. 21. Crape, made only with two Marches, all of Wool. There are Crapes 
1195. Cape. made in different Places, as well in France as elſewhere. Their Length 


and Breadth are different, according to the Places where they are made, 
Thoſe of Zurich in Switzerland are the ſtrongeſt of all; for which former. 
ly there was a great Demand in France. They come moſtly by Lions from 
Zurich, They were formerly made at But this Manufacture there 
is loſt. Sieur Paignon, a Merchant Draper of Paris, firſt ſet up this Manu- 
facture about the Vear 1687. His Son Nicolas Paignon has ſince been more 
ſucceſsful in his Undertakings; and to him we owe the fine black Cloths 
of Sedan, that are as much eſteemed, if not more than thoſe of Loden in 
Holland, At Amiens are made white Crapes, with a Mixture of Thread. 
In Languedoc, particularly at Caſtres, certain flight Crapes. In Flanders, 
and above all at Turcoing and Li/ſe, a Quantity of light Crapes are made, and 
of different Colours, for the Spaniſh Trade. There are Crapes which they 
call 4 Angleterre, made of Silk and Wool, chiefly at Alencon, Angers, and 


Amiens. | 
Tem. 2. p. 22. Woolen Stuffs are ſo called, that are narrow, light, of imall Price; 
is S ſuch are the Cadis of Sevennes and of Gevaudan. The Tammies of Au- 
vergne, the Cambletins of Flanders, half Ell-wide, Paris Meaſure. 
CHAP. CIV 
Tome 1. + . . 
8 Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. 
Of the Commerce of France. 
a I. Lankets, of Wool, are made in the Suburbs of St. Martin [Paris. 


19. There is at Ferte Gaucher a little Manufactury of Serge. There is a 
Tradition of an ancient Manufactury of Cloth, the Workmen wherein firſt 
taught the Engliſh their Art. At preſent, there is no Manufactury in that 
Diſtrict. At Nangis their Trade in Wool, &c. is conſiderable. 

2. Cempiegne furniſhes a Quantity of Stockins, &c. The Cloths, Cambl:ts 


and Pluſhes, that are made at Margny, a Village in that Diſtrict, are eſtccm d, 
I hele 


Chap. 157. MEMOIRS or WOOL, &. 
Theſe Manufacturies are not very ancient, but are well conducted. The 


Cloths of Sentis formerly were in great Repute. But the Workmen having 


made them lighter, the Buſineſs is loſt ; and the Inhabitants are reduced to 
waſh and prepare the Wool for the Workmen at Beauvait. | 


3. Picardie produces Wool. They have Manufacturies of Wool, Ge. Picardie, 
Beſides five or fix hundred Milliers of Wool produced there, the Conſump- p. 32. 


tion there is almoſt as great of other Wool, from Germany, Holland, England, 
Spain, and other Provinces of Trance. In the City of Amiens only, are 
wade 129800 Pieces of Woolen STUFF. The Camblet-makers uſe about 80 
Millicrs, half thereof Wool of the Country “, half foreign Wool. Be- 
ſides theſe, there are ſealed there 50,000 Pieces, brought from neighbouring 
Parts, which for that Reaſon are called Ezoffes foreines. The Cities of Pi- 
cardie, which have the greateſt Trade for Woolen Manufacture, next to 
Amiens, are Beauvais and Abbeuille. 


4. In the Serge ManufaQtures at Amiens, they make Serges aſier the page 33. 


Faſhion of Arcot, Crevecæur, Serge Cordelieres, of many Sorts. Serges after 
the Faſhion of Chalons, white, and mixt; Serges de Seigneur, Quinquettes 
or {light Camblets; Camblets after the Faſhion of Life and Arras; Baracans 

and Tammies, of Wool only, others of Wool and Silk, &c. 

F. The Woolen Stuffs made at Beauvais, are Ratines of different Sorts, 
as wide, ſtrong, fine, and common : Tammies ; Serge both Sides alike, or 
after the Faſhion of Eng/and, or Arcot; or thoſe that go under the Name 
of common Serge ; Bayes, others after the Faſhion of England ; in a Word, 
Flannels. 

6. The Manufactures of Abbeville, not to mention the fine Cloths made 
after the Faſhion of Spain, England and Holland, whereof Mention has 
been made elſewhere, are Serge de Londres, Razes de St. Lo, Ratines of 
Holland, Serge de Mouy, Bouracans after the Faſhion of Valenciennes; Drug- 
gets, Thread and Wool, Tiretaines, Belingues, Pinchinas, &c. 

7. The other Places in Picardie, where Woolen Stuffs are made, are Til- 
boy, Fienville, Naours, Beauchamps, Gravilliers, Feuquiers, Aumale, Anvoille, 
Glatigny, and Seules, In all theſe Places are made only Serges and Tire- 
| taines. Mouy gives its Name toa Serge that is well efteemed ; and Creve- 


| * By Wool of the Country, here, and in moſt Places hereafter, (in the Didionaire Univerſe!) 
's to be underſtood the Wool of the particular Province under Conſideration, as diſtinguiſhed 
iron the Wool of other Provinces in France, as well as from Wools entirely foreign. 
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tur, to others that are uot leſs eſteemed. Tricot, and eleven Villages de- 
pendant upon it, give alſo its Name to a very ſtrong Serge. 

8. The beſt ſpun Wool of Picardie is at Abbeville, where vaſt Numbers 
are employed in ſpinning, and a great Quantity of the fineſt Wool is con- 
ſumed, as well of the Growth of the Country, as Spaniſh Wool. Theſe 

3 laſt are chiefly uſed for making the fineſt Caps, the other, in the Manufac- 

ture of Cloth and other Goods, of the Make of Paris, Elbeuf, and Rouen. 

| . The Dutch, in the Time of Peace, take off a great Quantity of it *, 
\ Page 35 9. We muſt remark, that at Amiens they employ only Wool of their 

1 Country, England, Holland, and Germany; but eſpecially that of the Coun- 

5 36, try and England. It is computed that the Woolen Manufacture of Anmien 

; 37, Amounts to near 1,600,000 Livres yearly. The principal ManufaQury of 
Abbeville is that of Monfieur Vanrobats. 

40. 10. In general, the Stuffs made at Beauvais are wide Ratines of five Quar- 
ters, fine Ditto Ell wide, ſtrong Ratines alſo Ell wide; the Warp, Wool of 
France; the Woof, of the middle Sort of Spaniſh Wool. Common Ratines, 
Eſtamet de bures, Serge both Sides alike, of Wool of France; Serge 4 
Poil, Ell wide, the Warp, French, the Woof, Spaniſh Wool. Fine Serge, of + 

er Engliſh Wool, ; wide; after the Faſhion of Tricot, of the beſt Wool of 
France, 4+ wide ; Eſpagnolets + wide, the Warp, fine French, the 

3 Woof, Spaniſh Wool; Sommieres, half Ell, and half Ell half quarter, of 
| | | FINE French Wool; Reveches, after the Faſhion of England, 4 wide, of 
N g French Wool; Flannels, after the Faſhion of England, Ell 4 wide ; others, 

| half the Breadth, all of French Wool ; common Serge, half Ell half Quar- 
ky ter, of Wool of the Country. In fine, common Reveches, of different 
i Breadths, of the fame Wool as before. The Maſters that make the jine/t 

g | . STUFFS, and are therefore ſtiled the Great Company, are about ſeventy. 

Thoſe of the Aer Company, i. e. who work but common Stuffs, are above a 

hundred. About 500 Looms are employed in both together. It is com- 
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* Viz. Yarn of Worſted, to the Value of 1,500,000 Florins yearly, as we are informed by 
very good Authors: Hence therefore judge, how far it is goc.d Policy for Great Britain to pro- 
hibit abſolutely (as it does, and for many Generations has done,) the Exportat.on of Wooten 
e ; Whether it has not more in it of the Monopoliſt, than of the truly wiſe or publick ſpirited 

egiſlator. 

+ Here is another Teſlimony againſt that vulgar Opinion, of the French making vaſt Advan- 
tages of Exgliſſß Wool, by mixirg it with their own; for was that Opinion in any Degree tue, 
we ſhould not find them converting any E£rg//h Wecol into Serge without a Mixture of other 
Wools ; by doing which, they could have only the ſingle Benefit of their own Labour. 


puted 
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puted that the great Company employs in their Fabric 115,000 Pounds of 


183 


Spaniſh Wool, 2000 Pounds of Engliſh Wool, 160,000 Pounds of French 


Wool; the lefſer Company conſumes 18 5,000 Pounds of the common 
Wool of France; the Product of which is a third Part leſs than of the 
others. In the whole Department of Beavars, are employed to the Amount 
of 745,000 Pounds of French Wool, and 115,000 Pounds of Spaniſh Wool; 
of which they make 68,000 Pieces of STury. They have about 40 Ful- 
ling-Mills. | 

11. Wool grown in the Province of Picardie, viz. at Amiens and there- 
abouts, 80 Milliers ; at Abbeville 2, St. Quintin 100, Peronne 40, Neſte 40, 
neighbouring Villages 2, Ham 40, la Ferte 20, Guiſe zo, Vervine 60, Laon 
zo, Veh pres de Laon 40, Chauny 20, Neyon 20. Total 524 Milliers. 


— 


c HA p. CLCviII. 
Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. 


Page 42. 


Of the Commerce of the Generality of Champagne and Soiſſons. 


1. H E Paſturage is admirable, maintaining 16 or N Sheep, 
which afford three or four Millions of Pounds of Wool. 


Champa 


_ Soi = 


2. It is almoſt incredible now Mc of Woolen Manufacture were! is in pl 40 48. 


theſe two Provinces. At Rheims, they make Cloth after the Faſhion of 
Berry, Etamines, Razes, Cordelieres, Serges, c. At Rbetel, the ſame as at 
Rheims, beſides Eſtamets and Crapes. 


3. At Chateau-Portien, at Mezieres, Donchery, ne Fiſmes, Sainte 


Rheims. 
P age 49+ 


Manebould, Sommepy, Ville en Tartanois, Soifſons, Chateau-T, berry, Charly, Or- 


baye, S. Martin Dublois, Bar-Sur- Aube, Ferre en Tartanois, Neuilly, and 8. 
Fond, they make only Serges and Etamines and Deſeverſins. At Sedan, they 
make a Quantity of Cloth, veRY FINE and VERY Goop, alſo a great Num- 
ber of Cloth\Serges, and Serges after the Faſhion of London. At Bouts, 
Pertes, and Joinvuille, Villages near Rheims, they make only white Etamines, 
which they ſell to Rheims. At Moncornet, Ratines, Reveches, Cloth Serges 
and Eſtamets. At Vervins, Fontaine, Plumiere, the like; alſo ſome com- 
mon Cloths. At Mont mi rel, Langres, 8. Juſt, Anglure, Sezanne, la Ferte, 
Gouchier, 
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fe LM and i g Ferte Na- Jana Cloth "Eff wide, and above, to five 
Quartets, all of Spanyh Wool only.” 1h thort, at Brieme, Chalons, Vi, 
 Polwoille, Chaumont, Dionville, they make Serge Razes, Serge after the 
Faſhion of London, Cloth Serge, Eſtamets, Everſins, Etamines after the 
Faſhion of Rheims, and Druggets ; beſides, they make Cloth at Chaumont. 
The Wool employed in theſe ſeveral Manufacturies is partly foreign, partly 
French. The foreign is common Spaniſh Wool, as de Caſtille, and les Segs. 
vianes, and the like. The French Wool is de Þ Auxois, de Berry, de Cham. 
pagne, du Soifſonnors, and de Picardie. They reckon 1400 Looms. 
4. At Rethel, they uſe the Wool of Champagne, Picardie and Soiſſonnaiz, 
The * Mixture which the Workmen make of common Wool with fine, 
'* LOWERS conſiderably the Price and Qual IT of them. 
Page 54- 5. The Cloths made at Sedan, are ſome, after the Faſhion of Holland, 
ſome, after the Faſhion of England, and others, after the Faſhion of Spain, 
The Wool they make uſe of in the one and the other, are Wool de Segovie, 
Segovianes, Albarazins, dexSoris, and other of the better Sorts. 
6. The Fabrick of Serfles is alſo very conſiderable at Sedan. The Wool 
they uſe, is that of Berry, Ardennes, Champagnes, Brie, and common Spaniſh 
Wool, They are ſold in Holland, Poland, Gormany, and within the King- 
dom. 
7. At Doncbery is made wide Serge, Cloth Serge, Serge de Londres; the 
Wool is that of Berry, Champagne, and Brie. At Mouſon and Autrecott, 
Cloth Serges, Serge de Londres, Fc. they are all made of Wool of the 
Country. In the Manufactory of St. Manebould they uſe only Wool of the 
Country, with which they make Serge after the Faſhion of Chalons, Cloth 
Serges, Eſtamets and Frizes. At Siuppe, or Suippe, the Manufactory is con- 
Page 56. ſiderable. All the Stuff; are made of Wool of the Country, 1. e. Everſins; 
Cloth Serge, Serge Razes and Frizes. At Ville en Tartanois, wide Serges, 
Cloth Serges, all of Wool of the Country. Routz, Perthes, and Sunville, 
are three Villages near Rheims, where they make only white Etamines, of 
the Wool of the Country. At Mentcomet, are made Serges, Ratines, Eſta- 
mets, Reveches, Cloth Serges, on which they employ only the Wool of 
the Country. Vervins, Fontaine, and Plumieres, afford common Cloths and 
Serges, of the Wool of the Country. At Neville S. Front, are employed 


Page 57. 


* Is not this a decifive Teſtimony againſt that Nonſenſe, which has been ſo often and confi- 
dently repeated, of the great Advantages to be made, by mixing finer Engiiſb and I. ih with vey 


| much coarſer French W ools ? 
— the 
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the Wool of Brie, Champagne, and Sorſſons, in making Serges de Berry, and 
Cloth Serge 4 wide. At Ferre en Tartaftwvis, the Manufacture is wide Serge; 


try only. At Charly, they make wide Serges, Cloth Serges, &c. all of 
Wool of the Country. | 


in the Department of Troyes and Chalons) where they make near 84. ooo 
Pieces of Stuff, employing for that Purpoſe 740,000 /b Weight of Wool of 
Champagne, Brie, Soiſſonnois, and Bourgogne, beſides above 530,000 Pounds 
of Spaniſh Wool, and above 50,000 Pounds of that of Berry, They keep 
there 14 or 1500,000 Sheep, which produce three Millions ſeven or eight 
hundred thouſand Pounds of Wool. 


Rheims. Of theſe laſt, they make about 2500 Pieces a Year ; of all the 
others, about 2000. The Wools they make uſe of, for the one and the 
other, are ſome of Champagne, Brie, Soiſſonnois, and Bourgogne, and ſome 
Spaniſh Wool. There are 325 Maſter Clothiers. Beſides, there are 30 or 
35 other Looms for a Manufactury, that ſome Cloth Merchants of Paris 
have got eſtabliſhed by Letters Patents. They make alſo in that Manufac- 
tury, Serge after the Faſhion of London, Ratines, Pinchinas ; and employ in 
the one and the other, according to their Quality, Wool, prime Segovie, fine 
Albaraſin, and other Spaniſh Wool, with that of Berry, / Auxois, Champagne, 
and Brie, The Product of this Manufactury is in Proportion as great as the 
others. They ſell them throughout the Kingdom, at Liege, and in Tah. 
Liege takes off a great Number, they being well liked there. At Vitry, are 
made Serge Razes, Serge after the Faſhion of London, Cloth Serges, Drug- 
gets, and Eſtamets. The Wool they employ, are thoſe of Champagne, Brie, 
and / Auxois, At CHAUMONT, are made a Quantity of Cloths, Serge Croi/ce, 
Druggets z of the laſt, one is of Wool only, the other of Wool and Thread. 
They uſe only the Wool of the Country. 


vor, II. A a CHAP, 


g. Theſe above, are in the Department of Rheims, (thoſe that follow, are 
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Cloth Serge, and Serge after the Faſhion of Mouy, the Wool, of the Coun- page 55. 


9. At Chalons they make a Quantity of Serge Razes, Serge after the Fa- Troye: and 


ſhion of London, Eſtamets, Everſines, Cloth Serges, after the Faſhion of Page 60: 
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CHAP. CLIX.. 


Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce, 
Of the Trade for Spaniſh Wool, at Bayonne, 


— 


T is to be obſerved, that the Wools which the Merchants of Ba- 

yonne have from Spain, have ſome of them different Names from thoſe 

given in the Dictionary, under the Article of Wools ; but in Truth they 
are the ſame, under different Appellations. 

2. It is computed, that the Import of Wool at Bayonne amounts to 1 5,000 

Bales, of all Qualities, viz. Segovies, Leoneſes Superfines, common Segovyes, 

Sories, Segoviennes, Burguletes, Sortes de Caballeros, Sories Molines, grand Al. 


" barazines, des Cuencas, des Etremenas, Belchittes, Campos d' Arragon, Fleuretons 


de Navarre, and all Sorts of Lambs Wool, fine and common, ſurge, and 
waſhed. 

3. Many of the Merchants of Bayonne give Orders to have Part of the 
Wools bought en ſurge, and to have them waſhed upon the Spot, on their 
own Account. Others have them from the Spaniards who are Flock- 
Maſters, or from the Merchants of that Nation who trade in it, and every 
Year ſend or carry them to Bayonne, all waſhed, and ſell them there them- 
ſelves. So that the People of Bayonne have always their Wools at the firſt 
Hand, and can afford them cheaper than others. Beſides, the beſt Conveni- 
encies for waſhing are nearer that City than any other, even nearer than to 
Bilboa. The Wool that comes from Bayonne is moſt profitable and beſt 
triaged of all that come from Spain. The Weight they make uſe of at 
Bayonne, is ſixteen Ounces to the Pound. | | 

4. The Price of Wool is different, according to the Difference of Ex- 
change. We ſhall ſet it here upon the Foot of the Price they ſold at in 
November 1724 ; when the Piftole was at 16 Livres. Upon that Foot, the 
Segovies Leoniſes (R.) * were worth 52 Sols the Pound; (F.) 6 Sols leſs ; 
the common Segovies, 48 Sols; the Segoviennes, 46 Sols; Sories Segoviennes, 
les Burgales, les Cavalleros, 44—45 ; les Sories, 41—42, with the ſame Di- 
minution of ſix and 12 Sols; for the (F.) and (S.) other Wools, in Pro- 
portion to their Quality. 


* Theſe three Letters of the Alphabet, R, F, 8, are uſed to diſtinguiſh the three Sorts, o into 
which every Parcel of Spaviſb Wool is divided by ſorting, and therefore called Tri riage. 


5. They 
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5. They load commonly at Bayonne, every Year 30 or 40 Veſſels, which 
carry 200 or 350 Bales of fine Wool to Roan and/Nantz, and 8 or 10 Ve 
ſels to Holland : Languedbc alſo takes off much Wool of Sories Segoviennes, 
and common Soriets, that are the a nes for Londrins Seconds which 
are the beſt for the Levant Trade. | 


RI. MP" 

c H A P. clx. | 
Dictionaire Univerſel du va" 7 Page 108, 
Of the Commerce of Limoſin, Poitou, &c. N wi 


T St. Jean de Angelis, they make Cloths Ell- kde. 2 NW abs Commerce of 
At Nerac, commonly 1900 Pieces of Cloth, and 1 250 Serges: At 
Angouleme, Serges and Etamines: La Rouche Fouc alt, only Serge: Limoge,' 
Reveches : Tulle, Reveches or petits Raz : Brieve, Reveches: St. n, 

ſtrong and coarſe Cloths, for Soldiers and Peaſants. tg N 

2. The Srurrs made at Poitiers are Camblets, Etamines, F and Of Poitou, 
Crapes. At Chaſtelleraud, they make Serges and Etamines, in which they**2* 112. 
employ but Wool of the Country. At Lu/ignan, they make two Sorts of 

Serges, Razes and Cloth Serge, both of Wool of the Country, At St. 
Maixent, they make Serge Razes, which are eſteemed for their Fixexntss, 
although they uſe but the Wool or rug CounTRy ; for which they 

chuſe the fineſt ; and of the reſt make Reveches, and other coarſe; Goods. 

They make abundance of double Caps and Stockins with, Wool of the 
Country, and of Limoges. The Serge made at La Motbe St, Geraye, for 

Quality, Fineneſs, and the Wool employed there, are the ſame as at * 
Maxient. 

3. At Niaort, they employ but the Wools of the Country ; he ſeveral 

Sorts of Stuff there made, are Druggets, of Wool only; others, of Woo! 

and Thread ; Serge Razes, Etamines buretes, and coarſe Cloth Serges. 

At Fontenay le Comte, they make Cloth Yard wide, and Etamines, both of 

Wool of the Country. At La Chateigneraye, are made Cadiſes, Sergettes, 

and Cloth Serge ; this, with the Wool of the Country, the others, with 
Fleuretons de Navarre, At Cheuffois. the ſame as the former. At La Meil. 

Aaz leræge 
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Page 115. 
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leræge, they make only Tiretaines and narrow Druggets. At Pouzane,, 
the ſame, At St. Memin, the ſame, _. 

4. At BresviIRE, is aus of the moſt conſiderable Manufacturies in the 
Department of the Inſpector of Poitiers. The Stuffs made there, are Tire- 
taines, of Thread and Wool, Serge Razes, and Cloth Serges, all of Wool 
of the Country only. At Moncontan, the Stuffs are Tiretaines of different 


» The Ref ue Faſhions, of the ? Refuſe of Wool, from Niort, Bourdeaux, Xaintes, and 


or wor fl 
Mooli of 


France 


not uſeleſs. 


Page 116. 


Senſa. At Saint Pierre the Stuffs are Cadiſes, Druggets, of Fleureton de 
Navarre, and Cloth Serges, Ell wide, of the Wool of the Country. At 
Thouan, Cloth Serge, Serge Razes, and fome Etamines. The Druggets 
made at Partenay are much eſteemed, and have a great Vent; ſome are of 
Wool only; others, of Thread and Wool. Theſe laſt are made of 
Wool of the Country; the firſt, only of Sfan;þ Wool. At Azais are 
made Druggets, ſome called Imperial, others, common; the laſt, of Wool 
only, or Wool and Thread; the firſt, of Wool and Silk; to make the In- 
perial, they employ only the Wool of Campo; for the common, Wool of 
the Country. At Vivcuſue are made coarſe Serge, and ſome Serge Razes. 
At Chateau Larcher, the ſame, and ſome Reveches of a low Price. Meſſe, 
Serge Razes, of the Wool of the Country. Cuiray, coarſe Serges. Gencay, 
ſome Serges, ſome Reveches; both of Wool of the Country. Ceulogner, 
Druggets, all of Wool. 

5. They grow in the Generality of Poitiers, about 2 50 Milliers of Wool, 
which they employ in the above-mentioned Fabrics, and of Stockins and 
Hats. They conſume beſides, a great Quantity of Spaniſh Wool, called 
Wool de Campo, and Fleuretons de Navarre; which they have by the way 
of Rochelle and de Nantz, to the Amount of 2000 Bales; every Bale weigh- 


ing 300 16. They make in that Generality, from 25 to 30,000 Pieces of 
STUFF, every Year. 


Chap. #61: Norns or WOOL, tec. 


A ww 
CHAP. CLXI. | 
Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. „ 
Of the Commerce of the Generality of Orleans. 


189 


HEY make Caps of Spaniſs Wool, Wool of Berry, and of the g ln, 


Country, beſides Stockins. Their Manufacturies in Cloth and Page 156. 


other Woolen Stuffs, employ not only the Wool of the Country, but alſo 
a good Quantity of the Wool of Berry, Beaſſe, Brie, and Soulogne. The 
principal Manufacturies of Cloth, are thoſe of Sr. Genoux, Clamecy, Chatillon 
fur Loing, and Montagris. There are many more, of Serges and other Wodl- 
ens, ©!2. at Orleans, Serge tremieres, Serges with two Eſtains, Frocks, 
and Baguettes. At Baugeney the ſame, and moreover" Cloth Set At 
Blois, as at Baugency ; alſo Crapes. At Vendime, and at Pier Fitte, Eltz - 
mets, and Serges of ſeveral Sorts. White Serges 
white Cloth Serges, are made at Munter, Salbry, Soueſme, Nouan Je 
Fuzilier, Vouzon, Jergeau, Chatres, Saint Fargean, and Broß. 

2. There is at St. Aignan a Fabric of Cordats, or Cloth for the Copu- 
chins, The Manufacture at Chateaunef and Brinont, are Cloth Serges, 
Baguettes, and Tiretaines: At Gren, Cloth tremieres, white and grey, 
white Friſons and Etamines. At Charite and Penthieres, Cloth Serge, and 
thoſe called Felins. At Pongorn, Chaudan, Razoches, and Whiers, only Serge 
of two Eſtains. At Antbein, different Sorts of grey and white Etamines, 
of Wool of the Country, Etamines, of Spaniſh Wool, called Langres j Eta- 
mines, muſc Colour, of Wool of the Country; and other Etamines, 
whereof the Warp is of the Wool of Maine; whence they have it ready ſpun, 
and the Woof, of Spaniſh Wool, or fine Wool of Berry. 


called Tour anighlles, and 


. Romorantin is the moſt conſiderable Manufactury of the whole Gene- page 161. 


ak ; they make above 5500 Pieces every Year, viz. white Cloths 
hve Quarters wide, other Cloths leſs wide, of the ſame Colour, 


white Serge, white grey, and grey, and Serge croiſſee, partly of the 


Wool of Berry, partly of the Country. They have alſo ſettled there 
a Fabric of white Cloths, half of Spaniſh Wool, half of fine Wool of Ber- 


ry; which Cloths are fit to be dyed Scarlet. The Manufacturers of Romo- 


rantin having been uſed to employ che Wool of Navarre and Barbary ; they 
are 


are forbid to do it, by an Arret of . n Wer "_ | again by the 


Page 166, 


Tourginc, 


Amjou. 
Page 170. 


Du Maine. 
Page 1 7 1. 


| N 6b Commerce of Touraine, Anjou, Maine, and Perche. 


Razes, and Druggets. The principal Places where they are made, are; 


MEMOTR'S or WiOOL, &e. 


Chap. 162. 


Intendant of the Generality, July/17 16. 

4. They conſume in this Generality 200 Milliers of Wool, for the moſt 
Part of the Country. They make 25,000 Pieces of Cloth, &c. Foreign 
Pieces, to the Amount of Mr are e et om N vs Hh "__ 
and marked there. by | 


3 my N 1 


C HAP. CLXII. 
Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. 
H E Commerce at Amboiſe, for Etamines and Demon made 


there, is much eſteemed, and a good many Hands are there em- 
ployed in them. In Touraine, they make little elſe but Etamines, Serges, 


Chinon, Richelieu, London, Loches, Beauclieu, St. Cbriſtophle, St. Pater, 
and Laval, for Etamines and Serges. At Beaumont, la Roue, and Rogiers, 
beſides theſe two Sorts of Stuffs, they make al Razes and Serge tremieres, 
and at Montreſor, Villeloin, and Orbigny, my Serge half Ell, of Wool of 
the Country. 

2. The Druggets and Tiretaines of Ambo;ſe, are partly, Wool of Tou- 
raine, partly, Wool of Berry. At Beugnay, they uſe Wool of Beaufſs, in- 
ſtead of that of Berry. At Chateau, Renault, Neuville, Pontpierre, Ma- 
ray, Neufay, and Loiſant, the Razes, Serge tremieres, Etamines, and 
Druggets, are made of the fame Wool as at Beugnay. In the Fabrics of 
Montrichard, which conſiſts only of Druggets and white Serge, they em- 
ploy but Wool of the Country. 

3. At Angers, they make Etamines of different Prices, and Serge tremi- 
eres, both, of the Wool of the Country. At Chateau Gontiers, Etamines 
and Drugggts after the Faſhion of Lud, Serge croiſces. At Ja Fleche, Eta- 
mines, Serges, Druggets, of the Wool of the Country. At Montreuil, Bellay | 


the ſame, At. Beaufort and Durtal, Serges, Etamines, Druggets, all of 
Wool of the Country. 

4. They make Etamines and Serge tremieres at Mayette, Chateau de Lor 
Ferte, Bernard, Beaumont le Vicomte, Mayenne, and Laval. 


5. At 
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. At Le Mons, ire made double) Etamines and Canes, which are fg, 
commonly dyed black, three Parts of Wool of the Country, the reſt of *. oe | 
Poitou. At Manyette, ſtrong Serge tremieres. Chateau de Loir, Serge tre- 
mieres, all of Wool of the Country. Ferte Bernard, all of Wool, others | I 14 
of Wool and Silk; and Druggets, Thread and Wool of the Country. | Il 
6. At Bonneftable, the Fabric is conſiderable; they make Etamines like 1 
thoſe of Mans, except that they are all of the Wool of the Country, and We. 1 
that in the others, a third is Wool of Poitou. At Beaumont le Vicomte, | 1 | 
they make much the ſame as at Bonneffable. At Mayenne Serges tremieres : || 
and Druggets with Thread. At La Vall, Etamines, Serge tremieres, and | -- => 
Druggets of Thread and Wool of the Country. * | . | 
7. In the wholeGenerality of Tours, viz. the Provinces of Touraine, An- 1 
jou, and Maine, are made about 18,000 Pieces of Srurr, and above | | 
11,000 foreign Pieces are marked there. The Wool they employ i in thole F 
Fabrics, are almoſt all of the Wool of the Country which 1 is 8 = 
ſold for 60 to ® 75 Livres the Quintal. | Perche | 
8. At Nogent, are made Etamines. R 25 
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CHAP, CLXIlI. 
Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. 


Of the Commerce of the Generality of Berry. . | 
HEEP and Wool are the chief Commodities of this Diſtrict. Berry. 
The Mool is Good ENO; but they employ only the worſt them- * 

ſelves; the beſt and fineſt being bought up by the Merchants of Roan; ; 

which is the Reaſon why the Manufacturers of Berry make only coarſe 4 

Cloth, called Cloth of Berry; they are excellent in their Kind, but only i 

fit for Soldiers, Servants, and common People. The other Stuffs of Wool . 

of Berry, are coarſe Serge, Druggets, Tiretaines and Pinchinas. * i 
2, Bourges, Tſouden, Chateroux, Vierſon, Selles, Aubigny and Remorantin, | 


* This is the only Place, in the Diflinaire Univerſe, where I find any 3 3 of * 
Price of French Wopl. And here we ſee that of one of the lower Sorts, the Medium Price was 
67 Livres and a half for 100 1b; which is 7 d. per Pound, i. e. 16s. 4d. per Todd, Engliſh Money. 
This, at the Time Þ when this Book was committed to the Preſs, ang for ſeveral Years before, k 1741-4 
was ſomething more than the very beſt long Wool in England N. Id for; which 1 take to be one 
Evidence, amongſt many, that the Price of Eng/1/b Wool, in England, has long been depreſſed 
conliderably below its natural V alue. | | 


. 4 


Bourges, 


Page 196. 


Moulin, 
&c. 
P age 179. 


Page 180. 


Auvergne. 


Page 18 5. 


they do not make above 8 or goo Pieces, each. 


- MEMOIRS or WOOL, Se. Cup. 164. 
are the Places were the beſt Manuf . cturies are ſettled, * which that 
of Remorantin is moſt eſteemed. (See Chap. 161.8 3.) 

3. The other Places of Manufacture, of Wool of Berry, are, le Blane, 
8. Amant, la Cbaſtres, Chaſtillon, Mebun, Aubighi, Dun-ie-· Roi, S. Benoift- 
du Sault, Buzancois, Leuroux, Saint-Savin, Sancerre, Linieres, Leret, La 
Chapelle danguillon, Aiſue le- Chateau. Saint-Gantier, Jury- le- Pre, Argenton, 
Newvy-Saint-Sepulchre, Argent, Valencay, Ginconet, Baugy, Sancergues, Les 
Aix, Blancafort, and Erichemont., 

4. Beſides what has been ſaid above, of the Quantity of fine Wool which 
the Province of Berry furniſhes for Roan, for the Fabric of Cloth in Ner- 
mandy, the Merchantg of that City ( Roan) buy up others of the common 
Wools of Berry for their Manufacture of Tapeſtry. What remains, is uſed 
for making Caps of all Sorts, made in the Province, eſpecially at Bourges. 

5. In this Generality, of 34 Places, where Cloth and other Woolen Stuffs 
are made, there are ſeven, viz. Bourges, Iſſoudan, Chateau Roux, Romorantin, 
Verſon, Selles, and Aubigny, where they commonly make from 3 to 4000 
Pieces, each; fix, viz. le Blane, Sancerre, Chateauneuf, Liniere, Fory-le Pre, 
Cencoins, where they make from 2 to 3000 Pieces; and 21 others, where | 


6. The Stuffs at Moulins and thereabout, are Serges, Etamines and 
Crapes. At Montlucon, Heriſſon, Docixe, the ſame. Cerey la Toure, part- 
ly Serges and partly Etamines. Moulins Engilbert, Cloths, and ſome other 
Stuffs. The Tapeſtry made in this Generality amounts to 80,000 Livres 

early. 
f 7. In Auvergne, the Manufacture of Etamines, WorsTED CAMLETS 
Burats, Cadiſe, Burailles, and other Woolen Manufacture, is very good. 


— — — — — — 
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CHAP CLXIV. 


Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. 
Of the Commerce of Normandy, as divided into three Generali- | 
ties, Rouen, Alencon and Caen. 


H E principal Commerce of the Generality of Rouen, conſiſts of 


Cloth, Serges, Tapeſtry wherein are employed 1200 Looms. 35 


Chap. a6& _ pts o# wht): . 
id) u gooms eee on neee for a | 
CFACTURY, ; they wie. BOT. 8 or 


wo 5 | « angis, 9090, Bales, . 57 the 


251 of the Kingdam. N 80 
2, The. pringipal Fabric. of the City of 175 od whack” . the Ke 
wal Number of Hande, was the of Lſeau, Ell wide;, but now 


thoſe after the Faſhion of Elbeuf, have taken their place. This laſt is is 
good and improving daily; nevertheleſs,it-is not yet come up to the true 
Cloths of Eibeuf: As to the Cloths ef. cu, they keep them up het; 
but make leſs of them, fince thoſe after the Faſhion of Elbeuf, have pre- 
vailed. "A third Sort of Cloth made at Roan, are Chorus AFTER THE 
FASHION or ENGLAND; but of this laſt, not ſo much as of the two former. 
Otber Woolens made there, are, white Druggets, commonly called Eſpag- | 
nolettesg other Druggets of all Colours, half Ell wide, and white Ratines, 
five Quarters wide. They make alſp Baracans, Thread and Wool, 4 wide, 
very coarſe, and Berluches or Druggets of a better Sort, PR hp ot 
Feta en; Fran and che others, near 200, 
3. At Darnetal, the Woolen Manufactury is very ancient. Thelr firſt Page 188. 
Statutes are in the Reign of Heary III. (1587.) The different Cloths there 
made are after the Faſhion of Engiand and Holland; Cloths after the Faſhi- 
on of Elbeuf, Uſeau, Druggets or Pinchinats. Their Manufacture of 
| Blankets is the ſecond Branch of the Trade of that Town and its Valley. 
4. At Se. Aubin Lo Riviere, the Manufactury commenced in 1691, in 
virtue of Letters Patents of 1672, under the Title of a Royal Manufattury. 
They make CLoTas AFTER THE F ASHION of TONES and HoLLanD, ' 
with $Uccgss ENOUGH... 
_— The Manufa&tury of. Cloth. at les. is an nn 4 Eſtabliſhment, 
and has always been in good Credit for the Sorts of Cloth undertaken there 
at different Times. Before the great Regulation of 1669, they made there, 
only white coarſe Cloths, But all the Manufacturies of the Kingdom hav- 
ing received Encouragement from Lewis XIV. at the Inſtance of Mr, Col- 
bert, thoſe of Elbeuf were the firſt that reaped the Fruits heren, by tw¾o 
conſiderable Eſtabliſhments for In CLoTns AFTER THE FASHION oF 
ENGLAND AND HoLLAnD, 1 by means _ the PerfeQion to which they 
arrived in other Cloths. | b 2 HR 75 
6. At Orival- hn ttt Cote the Fadhjon G Eller ; 
At Louviers, they are two Sorts of Cloth made; the one after the Faſhion 
Vor. II. | Bb of 


WAY 


* 


Page 191. 


Caen. 


Page 193. 
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of England and Holland; the other after the Faſhisn of Elteuf. © 


At Pon: 


Page _ de L. Arche, the Cloth Manufactury is in great Reputation; it was eſta. 


bliſhed in 1690. The Drapery is after the Faſhion of England and Hol. 
land. At Gournay, the Manufacture is Serge only, after the Faſhion of 
London, well made. Bolbec is one of the moſt confiderable Places in the 
County of Caux for manufacturing a Sort of Stuff called Frocs, which are 
eſteemed the beſt of the Kind made in Normandy. They are of two Sorts; 

;> the one 5 7 wide; the other, Ell e. They are bern of fure Worl of the 
Country. Grucbet, the ſame as at Bolbec. 

7. At Feſcampe, the Manufacture is dg ued into old and new; the 
old are very ſtrong Serges, Ell wide, and Frocs the ſame as at Bolbec; the 
new are fine Cloths after the Faſhion of England and Holland; the firſt, 
all of Wool of the Country; the other, partly of foreign Wool, partly of 
the beſt Wool of the Kingdom. This Manufadury met with Difficulties 
in the Beginning, by the Fault of thoſe entruſted with it by the Undertaker. 
But the Dexterity of three Strangers,, who had afterwards the Management 
1 it, hath carried it to ſuch Perfection, that Cloth hath been er there 
as fine, and in all Reſpecis, as good as thoſe of England. 

8. There are a great Quantity of Frocs and Belinges made in ſeveral 
Villages of the Bailywick of Caux, eſpecially between Fe/campe and Dieppe, 
but of an inferior Sort to thoſe of Woot either for the making or the 
Goodneſs of the Wool. 

9. Cloth and other Woolen Stuffs 95480 at Caen, are Cloths after the Fa- 
ſhion of England and Holland, Ratines, Serges called Lingettes, Frocs and 
Reveches. The Cloths and Ratiues of one Manufactury eſtabliſhed by 
Sieur Maſjieu, about the End of the ſeventeenth Century, are only of Spa- 
niſh Wook. The other Woolen Stuffs made here, employ near 700 Looms, 

10. Saint Lo is in Reputation for the Manufacture of ſtrong Serge, to 
which it has given its Name. They make alſo there, Finettes, and Razes, 
very much eſteemed. Theſe different Fabrics employ about 2000 Work- 
men, go Looms, &c. Theſe Srurrs are en pecialy if they em- 


\ IP 151. ploy only the Wool of Cotantin *. 


age 194. 


11. At Fire, are made common Cloths, Yard wide ; alſo Serges Lin- 
gettes ; alſo in many Villages thereabouts, eſpecially at Conde, Caligni, Mon- 

| ſegre, Cartemont, Ceriſy, and Frines, Theſe ManufaQuries employ above 
300 Looms ; they make commonly 12,000 Pieces a Lear. At Valigne 
| tt ed + ; 18 
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is made ſtrong Cloth, of Wool of the n. At Gerborougb, the fe, 
but in greater Quantity. 


12. Coutance is very fit for a Woolen Manufactury, having all proper 
Accommodations for that Purpoſe. The Weoors-grown there, are EXCEL - 
LENT : The Water good for dying, eſpecially in Scarlet. There are Abun- 
dance of Teazles. They were once famous; but the War of the League 
having diſperſed the chief Manufacturers into other Parts, they make only | 1 
at preſent ſome petty Druggets, called Belinges, and other flight Stuffs, | i 


partly of Thread, and partly of the Wool of the Country, The reſt'of | | 
the Wool is ſold to other Fabrics of the Province, eſpecially at Saint Lo, if 
where the ancient Manufacture of Serge of Coutance remains. bw | 

13. At Bayeux is made Cloth, Serges, and Ratines. They are good of BW. 


their Kind. At Freſne and St. Pierre D' Antremont, they make partly Serge | | 
like that of Caen, partly flight Stuffs of Thread and Wool, all of Wool of " 
* Country. ol 
4. There is a great Quantity of Wool grown in the Generality of 
Cars: but of different Qualities, according to the Place. Thoſe that grow 
about the City of Caen are worſt, Thoſe that grow from Bayeux as far as 
Cherborough, and all along the Coaſt, are the beſt. Theſe 4 are employed 
at Sr. Lo, Vire, Valogne, Cherborough. | 
15. The Generality of Alencon is very conſiderable for — Manufacture ,,,.,, 
of Cloth and other Drapery. They make there 50 or 52,000 Pieces, and Page 197. | al 
mark beſides, 16,000. Beſides the Wool of the Country, they are ſup- 8 | 
plied from neighbouring Provinces. | 
16. At Alencon, they make ſtrong Serge + wide, Etamines 4 Ell, Crapes Page 198. 
the ſame. At Leez, ſome ſlight Dapery, viz. Serges, Etamines. Argentan, page 199. 
the ſame. Falais, for the moſt Part, Serge ſur eſtain, Ell wide; Serge 
tremieres, , &c. Lifieux, a Quantity of Woolen Stuffs called Frocs. Ver- 
nevil, Serge croiſce, all of Wool; Druggets, Thread and Wool. Dreux, 
Cloth, ſtrong Serges, Serges after the Faſhion of London, Eſtamets, and 
Demi-eſtamets ; theſe laſt are called Linings, becauſe they are . to 
line Cloth. | 
17. Aumale gives its Name to a Manufacture of Serge much ee | | i 
| they reckon near 1200 Looms at work there, and round about. It is the | | 
only Fabric of the Kind in the Kiugdom ; they.reckon the Commerce | i 
there, amounts to 2,000,000, when Wool is at a reaſonable Price, | _ | 


B b 2 18, Nogent 
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18. Nogent Le Rotrou is a Town of the Province of Perche, but of the 
Department “of the ManufaQturies of Alencon. The Stuffs there made, 
are of three Sorts; Etamines, of Wool; others, of Wool and Silk; Drug- 
gets, Thread and Wool; above 400 Looms are employed there. The 
Yarn made uſe of in the Etamines, comes for the moſt Part from Mortagne, 
to the Value for the moſt Part of 200,000 Livres per Ann. 

19. At Souence, are made Etamines, ſome all of Wool, others of Wool 
and Silk. At Ecouchay, ſtrong Serge, Ell wide, and Serge tremieres . 
At Laigle, partly Serges, partly Etamines, and the like flight Stuffs. | 
20. At Vitre, Serges are made of Thread and coarſe Wool of the Coun- 


try, from 12 to 20 Sols the Ell. There are alſo Etamines, from 15 to 30 


Bretagne, 
Fage 280. 


Burgundy. 
Page 223. 


Sols per Ell. 


21. In Bretagne, are employed 800 Looms in making light Stuffs of 
Wool, viz. Etamines, Druggets, Serges, Moletons, Crapes, and narrow 
Cloths, of the Wool of the Country. The principal Places are, Nantes, 
Rennes, Bourg, Dinan, Saint Brieux, Lamballe, Chateau-briant, Norzay, Re- 
don, Joſſelin, Le Guay de Pletant, Sainte Croix, Auvray, Vannes, Malef ut, 
Rochefort, Chateauneuf, Longonna, and Ravuiliac. 


Al 


C H A P. CLXV. 
Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. 
Of the Commerce of Bourgogne, and the Generality. 
I. A S great Numbers of Suxxr are depaſtured in Burgundy, ſo Wool 
is a very conſiderable Commodity there. One Part whercof is 
employed by the Manufacturers of the Province, who are numerous; the 
other Part, which is not fit for their Uſe, is bought up by the Merchants 
of the neighbouring Provinces. In the Room of which, ſome is allo 


bought from Rheims and Troie, more proper for certain Manufactures, vg. 
for Serge,, AFTER THE Fasuio of Lon nom and Seignelay, where they 


* The Kingdom of Frante,. where is any Woolen Manufacture, is cantoned into ſeveral 


Departments or DdtriRs, called Generalities, with an [nſpe7or to each, and Stperintendant G ne- 


ral of the whole. And thus we come by this more particular Account of the Woolen Manu- 
facture in France, than of any other Kingdom beſides. 


mix 
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mix the Wool of Tae and Rheims with thoſe of Auxerrois, which are the 
beſt in Burgundy. Their principal Manufactures are, Cloths of Beaune, 
Vitaux, Semur Semur, Sauli res, Montbart, Rovray, Avalon, Auxerres, Nuit, Pont le 
Vaux, Autun, Yoigny, Sens, Villeneuve, Þ Archeveque, Bigny, and Ancy la 
Franc. The ManufaQtures of Serges of all Sorts, eſpecially . Cloth Serges, 
and SERGES AFTER THE FAzHION, or LonDoN, are not leſs conſiderable , '5* V+ 
they make them at Dijon, Marcy, Auxerre, in the Hoſpital, as well as in 
that of Beaune, at Sergnelay, Arnay le duc, Auxonne, Chatillon upon Seine, and 
Chaſfinelles.. Druggets, Tiretaines, Talanches, are made at Semur, Montbart, 
Auxerre, Nuitz, Beaune, Loubans, Clugny, Madcon, and Montluet ; alſo in 
ſome of thoſe Cities, and eſpecially at Autun, Crapes called Frater, and 
Freilles three Quarters and half wide. The Bufineſs of Stockins, after 
the Faſhion of Havre and England, is carried on at Dijon. 


2197 


ä 
* n — 4. ” £ —— 


_ 
— 
— * „ „ A Y Ty ——— r — * 


C HAP. CLXVI. 
Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. 
Of the State of the Wooken Manufacture in Dau Ray 


and Provence. 


1, * ENO BLE is the chief Place of the Fabries round about ; Dauphiry. 
they make Cloth: At Voiron, and five Pariſhes, are made Druggets 8e 237. 

and coarſe Cloths : At Turin, and nine Pariſhes, Cloth only : Saint Mar- 

cellin, and four Pariſhes, Cloths only: At Roybon, and ſeven Pariſhes; Cloth, 

Ratines and Serge. At Serre, and eight Pariſhes, Cloths only: At Beaure- 

paire, Cloths, as alſo in three Pariſhes belonging to it: At Saint Jean on 

Royons, and fix Pariſhes, STUFFs, and above 1000 Pieces of Crorn. This 

Place is very commodious for a Manuſactury, by Reaſon of its Water. 

2. At Romans, and in 12 Pariſhes, the moſt conſiderable of the whole 

Province, (except Dieu le Fit) are made four Sorts of Drapery, viz. Corde- 

lats, 2000 Pieces; Ratines, 1000; Eſtameux, 14 or 1500 z Cloths, 15 of 

1600. At Pont en Royans, and ſeventcen Pariſhes, are * Cloths only; 

a Cel, and thirtcen Places, Ratings and Cordelats. 


3. At 
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Provence. 


Page 239. 


Page - x 


MEMOIRS os WOOL, &. Chap. 167, 


3. At Montelimart is the greateſt Manufactury; they reckon up 25 Places 
where Ratines and Sergettes are made: Tollinian, and nine Pariſhes, make 
Sergettes : Dieu de Fit, and twenty Places, make Sergettes only: Buis and 
three Places, Sergettes and Cordelats : Valence, Cloth and Ratines : Vienne 
and ſeventeen Places, make Druggets. 

4. The Wool of Provence is employed in different Manufactures, of Stuff; 
and Hats. Their Woolen Manufacture is, Cloth a ay of Spaniſb Wool, 
and Caps of the Wool of the Country. 

5. At Toulon, are made two Sorts of Pinchinats; one, all of Spaniſb 
Wool; the other, only of Wool of the Country. The Cadis and Corde- 
lats are made of Wool of Provence, viz. in Aix, Gordes, Apt, Ayquiers, Au- 
riol, Signe, Colmars, Digne, la Roque, Meuve, Soleres, Cuers, Pequant, Ca- 
moulles, Lue, Draguinan, Lorgues. They make alſo in Colmars and Digne, 
and thereabouts, Cloths three Quarters and 5 wide; which are ſold partly 
in the Kingdom, partly in Savoy. 

6. In many Places of the Principality of Orange, they make Serge + 


wide. At Arles, narrow Razes. At Grignan, Sergettcs, all of Wool of 
the Country. 


_ — . 


C H A P. CLXVII. 


Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. 


Of the Commerce of Languedoc, 


H E ManufaQures of Wool eſtabliſhed in the two Generalities of 
Languedoc, are, Cloth, Cadis, Burats, Serges, Ratines, Cordelats, 
* Crapes, Razes, Tiretaines, Druggets; the greateſt Part, for the 
Levant, as the Mahous and Londrins; the others, for the Swiſs and Ger- 
mans, &c. 

2. The Plates where theſe are made are, Ricux, Grange des pres, Lodeve, 
Carcaſſonne, Limoux, Caſtres, Alby, Alet, Sainte Colombe, Lauclanet, Laiſſac, la 
Grace, Saptes, Chalabre, Mazanet, Ferrieres, Caune, Bedarrieux, St. Sivian, 
Quiſſac, Sainte Hipolyte, Bauzely, Vigan, Ganges, Saumennes, Anduze, Alais, 
St. Ger vais, Sommieres, Gardonnengue, Salle, Beziere, Aniane, and * 
3. The 
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Chap. 367 MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. 


2. The WooL employed i in theſe Manufactures is partly of the Country: 
but _ greateſt Part is brought from Marſeilles by the Merchants of Mont- | 
pelier, who buy them unwaſhed, and after they have dreſſed them, ſell them 
at the Fairs of Pezenas and Montagnat, to the Manufacturers. A 

4. At Alby in high Languedoc, are but two Sorts of Manufacture, Corde- 
lats, and Bayettes; the former, of the Wool of the Country. At Carcaſ- 
ſinne, the Cloths are made of Wool of Bezier, Narbonne, and Spain. At 
Saptes, the Manufacture of Cloth is very conſiderable; the Wool, Spaniſb, 
from the Merchants of Toulon, Bayonne, and Marſeille. Limoux and Alet, 
the Cloths there made, are of the Wool of the Country, and of Roufillon, 

Saiſac, a Manufactury of common Cloth. La Graſs, Cloths. Montagne de Page 267: 
Carcaſſonne, Cloths of different Colours and Breadths. Caſtres, Bayettes, 
Burats and Coronines. Marzant and its Dependencies, Cordelats white, 
and muſc. Borſſeſon, Cordelats. Varres, Serge. Ferrieres, Serge.” Caune, 
coarſe Cloths. Beddarieux, two Sorts of Manufacture; one of Druggets, 
the other of Cloths. Saint Ponts la Baſtide, white Cloths. Saint Cbinian, 
white Cloths, from three Livres ten Sols, to four Livres ten Sols per Ell- 

5. The Manufacture of Cloth at Logeve, is very conſiderable, and in great 

Eſteem ; they make 45, ooo Pieces white, and grey. At Montpeher, Stuffs, 

Blankets, Hats, Fuſtians ; the Blanket ManufaQtury is very conſiderable. 

At Quiſſac, is a conſiderable Manufacture of Cadis. Sauve, the ſame. Saint Page 269. 
Hipolyte, Cadis, 25 Looms. Bauzely, ditto, bo Looms. Vigan, Cloths and 
Cadis, a very conſiderable Manufacture. Ganges, ſome Cadis. Alais, Serge, 
Cadis, Ratines, go Looms. Uſez, Serge, 60 or 70 Looms. Saint Gignaix, 
Cadis, 40 Looms. Sommieres, Cloth Serge, Ratines, and Cadis. Saint 
Jean de Gardonnenque, Cadis. La Salle, Cadis, 30 Looms. Niſmes, a con- 
ſiderable Manufacture of Cloth and Stockins. Narbonne, knit Stockins. 

6. At Bezieres, are different Manufactures of Wool, eſpecially of fine 
Cloth and Druggets, like thoſe of Bedarteux, ſold chiefly to Ger many. The 
Riyal Manufattury, of fine Cloth, eſtabliſhed at Clermont, is very conſider- 
able. There are alſo private Manufacturies there. The Manufacture of 
Hats there, is alſo the moſt conſiderable in Languedoc. Aniane has a Ma- 
nufacture of Cadis. Beaucaire, of Cadis and Stock ins, and Hats. Saint 
Andre de Val Borgne, Cadis and Hats. Marvaix, Cadis and Hats. 

7. The Sieur de Varennes, having brought Workmen from Holland, un- Ryo! Manu. 


dertook to make Cloths for the Levant Trade, Saptes, near Carcaſſonne, 2 wn {4 


WAS p. 272. 


Page 270. 
Page 271. 
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of Clermont and Lodeve followed ſoon after, viz. in 1678. The States of 


lin, eſtabliſhed alſo under the Authority of the States. It does not make for 


wr ENGLAND, FOR THE SPANISH TRADE. 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. Chap. 16). 
was the Place where he firſt eſtabliſhed it; and we may conſider it as the 
Model and the Mother of all the others in the Province of Languedoc. That 


Languedoc lent them 130,000 Livres for many Years, without Intereſt, 
and gave them beſides, by way of Bounty, a Piſtole for every Piece of fine 
Cloth made there. 

8. The third ManufaQtury, is that of Carcafſonne, eſtabliſhed and main- 
tained by the Sieur Caſtenier, which has not ſucceeded leſs than that of 
Saptes and Clermont Lodeve. The Province gave him the ſame Advantage 
as to the two other Royal Manufafturies, The Eftates of Languedoc have 
ſince added two others, with the ſame Encouragements; one at Rieux, un- 
der the Conduct of Sieur Gurſe, a Dutchman; the other in the Caſtle de 1; 
Grange des Pres, near Penzenas, under the Direction of the French Manu- 
facturers. 


9. The laſt Royal! Manufa#tury of Languedoc, is that of Monſieur Chamber- 


the Levant Trade, but only Woolen Srurrs AFTER THE FASHION * of 


10. The annual Product and Manufacture of Languedoc in the following 


Articles, is Sheep a 1,000,000 Livres 
Fuſtians and Ratines — — 9o, ooo 
Blankets — 230,000 
Bergames and Tapeſtry — — 20, ooo 
Woolen STuFFs fine and coarſe, — 4,100,000 

Cloths fine, and others — 8,4 50,000 
Woolen Stockins — 40, ooo 

Hats — — 400, ooo 


Total 14,330,000 


I On 
— T_T 


11. They r Wool of Spain, Conftantineple, Salle, Algier, and other 
Parts of Barbary, 42 nen 


And yet it is not ſo much as pretended, that any Engliſb or Iriſh Wool i is imported to Lan- 
guedoc, (ſee \. 3.) 


CHAF. 


Chap. 268, MEMOIRS or WOOL, fe. 0 


CH AP. CLXVIII. Ps 
Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. 
. the Commerce of Low Navarre and Bearn, Flanders, 2be 
| Auſtrian Low Countries, Lorraine, and Bar. 
1 * Wool of Navarre is good, and paſſes for Sani Well the Neverte | 
fineſt Sorts are bought by French Merchants of different Provinces; Page 256. 
of the an they * ns 2 Staffs. for clothing the common 
People. 


2. The Product of ale. is, Corn, Cattle, Wool, &c. Their 1 72 
facture, Cloth, Serges, Ratines, and other Woolen Goods, and Srurrs Lin 
mixed with Sit and Thread; Camlets, Damaſk, Tapeſtry, Stockings and 
Breeches, and other Works of Bonneterie, knit and wove ; Burats, Crapes, 
Blankets, and the like; all theſe at Life, 

3. At Roubais and Turroing, there ate many Looms fot STurrs of Nee, and 
Woor, or Silk and Wool, made chiefly for the Spaniſh Trade, and other fo- TO 


reign Countries; ſome are brought to France; and even to Paris. At Me- Mein and 


nin, they make Hats of Wool. At Teurnay, Stockins of Wool, Moquettes Rang. 
(a Kind of Pluſh) the Stockins are for Spain and the Weſt. Indies. 

4. There are alſo a Number of different ManufaQturies ; thoſe of fige Page 27 7. 
Cloths that were formerly ſo flouriſhing throughout this Province (where it 
was ſaid were 4000 Looms) are now only at Yyres, Baiteul and Poperingue; Pren, ke 
their dying in Scarlet is very fine in the firſt of thoſe three Cities; and they 
make alſo there, as well as at Honſcotte, and ſome other Places, Serge, 
which is greatly eſteemed. 

5. At Bruges, is the great Magazine of Spaniſh, and Engliſh Wool, Sc. Auftrign 
that ſerve to ſupply the Manufacturies of that important City. The Srurrs hu ”_ 
made there, among others, are Anacoſtes, Lamparilles and Serges, fit for Brug-.. 
Spain and the Spaniſh Indies; alſo Bayes, and ſome Camlets. 3 

6. The Woolen Manufacturies of Lorraine and Barr, are only at 8, Ni- Lorraine 


and Bar, 


cholas, and St, Mary, and aux Mines; the Cloths are coarſe; | Page 287. 
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- Meix. 
1 Page 289. 


Tul and 
Verdun. 


| Alſace, 
Page 292, 


Rouſillan 
Page 293. 


Page 294. 


Amſterdam, 
Page 410. 


Page 457. 
Sweden, 


D. Aar. | 


. MEMOIRS oz» WOOL, &c. Chap. 169. 


CHAP. CLXIX. 


Dictionaire Univerſel du Commerce. 


Of the Commerce of the three B ;/bopricks, Metz, Toul, and 
Verdun; of Alſace, Rouſillon, Amſterdam, Denmark, Swe- 
den. 8 

HE beſt Manufacturies of Wool in the three Biſhopricks, are at 

Metz, and thereabouts; they are not very ancient, eſpecially ſome 

of them; but have arrived to ſuch Perfection; and the Trade is fo great, 
that the Council Royal of the Commerce of France, thought it neceſſary in 
the Beginning of the 18th Century, to eſtabliſh an InſpeRor of them. They 
make Ratines of all Sorts, different Kinds of light Serge, for Womens 

Wear, Cloth like the Finchinats for the Country People, and ſome Drug- 

gets. 


2. Toul and Verdun are leſs conſiderable in their Manufactures, they 


knit Woolen Sockins in all their Cities and round about; thoſe of Metz 
are moſt eſteemed. 


3. At Strasbourg, the Capital of Alſace, the Woolen Manufacture is 
Tapiſtry, narrow Cloths, Blankets, Fuſtians. 
4. The Wool of Row/illon is fine, almoſt of the ſame Quality with Spa- 
niſh Wool; therefore the Manufacturers of France buy there, every Year, 
for conſiderable Sums; and though Rowfillon has no conſiderable Manufac- 
tury, yet they make Blankets and ſome kind of Bures, or coarſe Cloths. 
5. In the Fabrics of Amſterdam, and thereabouts, are made, Cloths, 
Serges, CALAMANCA, or CALAMANDRES, Etamines, CAMLETS, and a 
Quantity of other Moolen STUFFS, 
6. By a Royal Ordinance, November 28, 1727, all Cloths were prohi- 
bited in Denmark, except thoſe made at Copenbagen. 
7. The Manufacturies of Cloth, erected in Sweden, for the Uſe of the 
Army, &c. which had formerly failed, are now revived, and ſucceed, be- 
cauſe upheld by the Publick, which gives all manner of Encouragement 
to the Scots and other Undertakers, and hurts the Sale of Engl Cloths 


there. 


Chap. 170. MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. $i 203 : Wb || 
there. The Court, in Favour to the Manufacture of the Kingdom, has ſet i} 
2 nn DuTY upon Engliſh Cloths, except ſuch as are finer than thoſe ' 1 
made in the Country; ſo that they have no VenT there. The Undertakers 

nave carried Workmen from Germany, and fome from England; and be- 

ſides the Wool of Germany, which they employ, they get a Quantity from | 12 
Scotland, which is ſuppoſed to come from England; and without which it 

would be impoſſible * for them to work; their own Wool being very coarſe. | | { 


% 
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CHAP; COLES. © | #4 
Dictionaire Univerſe] du Commerce. | 
Of the Commerce of Venice, Italy, Smyrna, Tartary, Perſia. 


— 


1. H E Venetians have a great Vent for Cloths at Conſtantinople; Venice, 

| which are, in Truth, not ſo fine and beautiful as thoſe of France, P. 45+ 
England, and Holland ; but nevertheleſs more eſteemed by the Turks. Yet 

it appears that they begin to diſlike them ; and the War declared between 

them, in 1714, had well nigh ruined their Commerce. No foreign Cloth 

is allowed to be imported to Venice. e 

2. The Manufactures of Bolagne are, Cloths, c. Tah, Fe- 

3. At the Scale of Smyrna, the French vend 150 Bales of Cloth, Londri nes lee. p. 500. 


myrna, 


ſeconds ; 100 Bales of Londres, broad Cloths ; 100 Bales of Imperials de p. 511. 
Sevennes, not of Gevaudan ; 200 Caſes of Caps of all Sorts, 60 or 80 Do- 

zen in a Caſe, | | 
4. The Cloths carried there, are of three Sorts, viz. Londrines, Nims- page 514. 
Londrines, and Londres. | OO 5 | 
5. The Londrines are Cloths of Helland, of which the fineſt go to Con- Page 515. 
flantinople and Adrianople; and the coarſeſt remain at Smyrna, or ſome other 

Scales of the Levant, Thoſe of France which are made at Sapte in Lan- 


* Here again, Mr. Savary is to be ſuſpected of having given too much Credit to 

ſome Engliſh Author 4. The Wool of Sweden is allowed to be very coarſe. Never- 1 Chap. 153. 
theleſs, this very Year (1746) we have ſeen in the public Papers, an Account, of an Edict . 7* Niete, 
or ſumptuary Law there, forbidding the Subjects of that Kingdom the Uſe of ary foreign made | 
Cloth. But has not Sweden, beſides that of its own Growth, all the World to range in for Wool, 
except the Dominions of Great Britain? Is it then 1mpeſſible for theſe Manufacturers of Sueden 
to work without Britiſh or Iriſh Wool ? Or, if it was fo, can we, as the Law ſtands, think it 
poſſible they ſhould be ſo amply ſupplied with Wool (as by the Edict mentioned, they plainly 
are) from Great- Britain and Ireland 7 The Thing is wholly ineredible. ; F 


Cc2 | | guedec, 
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Tartary. 
Aſtrabath, 


p. 740. 
Perſia, 


p- 716. 


Page 717. 


r Chap. 16 
& 9. Nute. 
F. 6. 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, & Chap. x70, 
guedoc, go alſo for Londrines. Only coloured Cloths are ſent to the Levant, 
but they are different, according as they are deſigned for Perfia or Smyrna, 

6. The Colours for Smyrna are, Scarlet, or red Crimſon, Violet, Purple, 
Green, Prince Colour, and Cinnamon. Thoſe for Perfia are, Iſa belle, Fey. 
ille morte, Yellow, Citron, Orange, Fleſh Colour, Celadon, clear Purple, 
Roſe Colour, Carnation, Amarante, grey Pearl, Blue, Lead Grey, and Scar- 
let. The Proportion of Bales is, 4 for Perſia, and ; for Smyrna. 

7. The Niſins Londrines are the fineſt Cloths of England, which are made 
of Spaniſh Wool only. The Londres are alſo Cloths of England, but of a 
meaner Quality. The common People are cloathed with them at Smyrna , 
and the Engliſh truck there for 7 or 8000 Pieces a Year. There is in Lan- 
guedbc, and in Daupbine, a Manufacture of Cloths fold to the Levant for 
Londres *. 

8. At Aftrabath in Tartary, are ſeveral Manufactures of Srurrs of Silk 
and Wool; and they make there a Sort of Camlets much eſteemed. 

9. The Manufacture of STures in Perſia, is very near upon the ſame 
Foot with thoſe of France, As for CLoTH, there are no ſettled Manufac- 
turies for them in the ordinary Method of making Clatb. But the Perfan 
Workmen are very expert at making a Sar? of Cloth veRy Fine from a Ma- 
terial diſpoſed into a Felt, after the ſame Manner as Hats are made. Theſe 
Cloths they uſe, to make Clokes, and for Coverings to their fine Carpets. 

10. The Engliſh and Dutch have a great Trade for Cloth in Perſia, by 
Gamron ; where they are ſo much eſteemed, that an Ell of middling Cloth 
is ſometimes ſold for 20, or 24 Crowns +. | ſ 

11. In the Aſſortments of Engliſſß and Dutch Cloth for Perſia, there is 
alſo French Cloth, eſpecially thoſe called Cloth of Berry and Uſeau; and it 
ſeems now, as if the Manufacturers are arrived to ſuch Perfection, as to be 
able to out- do their Neighbours ; and that the new India Company will have 
no Need to ſend to London, or Leyden, to furniſh their Cargoes deſigned for 
Perfia. | : 

12. The Wools of Kirman are the fineſt in the World. The Dutch 
have a Settlement there, under the Direction of that of Gamron. Their 


7. Vet. as before obſerved , are no Enghfb or Iriſh Wools ſo much as ſuſpected to be imported 


to theſe Provinces. ; 

+ This is a Matter that needs ſome Explanation, ſince we have ſeen before , that in the Car. 
goes to Smyrna, (whence the Perſians are ſupplied) the Proportion of Bales is, 4 for Perſia, and 
4 for Smyrna z whereas was Cloth in Perſia, ordinarily, any Thing near ſo good a Commodity as 
is here mentioned, the ſaid Proportions would ſoon be reverſed ; and there would go ? to Per ia, 
for 4 to Snyr nd. | | 

Woolen 


Chap. 27D MEMOIRS. or WOOL, tc. | 
Woolen Stuffs are commonly a kind bf. coarſe Serge for the Habit of the 


inferior to thoſe of Picardie and Flanders. ; 


HAF. CLXXL 


Accounts (in Manuſcript) of Wool bought and fold, in different 
Parts of England, for near 40 Years ſucceſſwely® . 


N v N B. I, 


l, A U. 9, 1706. ſold to Mr. Leach at Horncaſtle 
[Lincolnſhire] 27 Tod, at 5 to the Tod, 135 J. s. gd. 

Fleeces, at — — 

4 Tod of ſmall Wool at — — o 13 4 


7 


2. Aug. 16, 1707. Received from Mr. Leach, for 
24 Tod 4 a Stone of Wool, at— — o 16. 6 


3. Sept. 20, 171 1. Sold to Mr. Hargrave, for Mr. 
Smith's Uſe of Wakefield, 12 Tod 1 Stone , at o 13 © 


4. Aug. 17, 1713. Wool accounted for to Mr. | 
Wells of Wragby | Lincolnſhire) at — o 17 © 


5. Sept. 6, 1714. Sold to Thomas Driver, of Sutton 
near Skipton in Craven, 30 Tod of Wool at o 18 0 
1715, Wool, 21 J. 175.00. 


* This is taken from a ſmall farming Account of a Perſon, who died in the Year 1727 ; 


therefore undertakes to be reſponſible for it, that it is genuine, and capabie of all the Proof of ity 
being ſo, that is poſſible in a Caſe of this Nature. Here are indeed ſome Years wanting; but 
there is no accounting for that, tis enough te ſay that Perſons, out of Trade, are more exact at 
fome Times than at others, in keeping their own Accounts. 


po 1716. 


People 5 but they make fine enough Etamines, Druggets, and Cathlets, hot 


which Account has been in the Cuſtody of the Author of theſe Memoirs almoſt ever ſince, He 
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6. 1716. To - Thomas | Driver,” Wool at per Tod J. . 


7. Aug. 13, 1917. Delivered to Mr. Stock [of 
 Market-Stanton, Lincolnſhire) 15 Tod of Wool 
. at £ 33 — "By" Ap" 


MM 


8. June 26, 1718. Wool fold to Mr. Stocks, 18 Tod 


at 20 l. viz. nearly per Tod —— — 1 oz 3 
9. Aug. 18, 1719. * Delivered to Mr. Stocks 3 Packs | 

of Wool, at per Tod — — $8 © 

And 4 Tod at — — m 


10. July 25, 1720. Sold to William Sutcliffe 19 Tod 
of Wool at 19 J. viz. per Tod —— — 1 00: © 


1721. Wool unſold. 

1722. Unſold again, as appears from what follows. 
11. October 1723. Sold to Thomas Driver go Tod 

of Wool at — — — — o 14 © 


1724. Wool, asagain appears, unſold. 

12. Oftcher 7, 1725. Sold to Mr. Robinſon [of 
Wakefield] 54 Tod of Wool for the Sum of 
36 J. which is per Td(—— — 0 13 4 


} 


Nu N B. II. 


The following Account is that of a Wool Buyer, viz. Mr. Thomas 
Stephenſon, of Wragly, Lincolnſhire, dead ſome Years fince ; but which Ac- 
count is in a ſmall Pocket-Book, delivered to the Author of theſe Memoirs 


* This Account, notwithſtanding its being genuine, will not tally (in the Year 1719) with 
ſome others; the Reaſon whereof is not to be affigned at this Diſtance of Time, viz. why in the 
Year 1719, the Price ſhould be nearer to that of the Years 1717 and 1718, than ſome others 
appear to be (there might poſſibly have been a PrecontraQ.) But (which is moſt material) in this 
Account, the Adyance of Wool in 1717 and 1718, and its falling again from 1720, ro 1725 
accords with thoſe that follow, (NL. 2, 3, 4.) by 


Chap. 3173; MEMOIRS or WOOL, tec. 

by Mr. David Stephenſon of the ſame Place, Nephew to the deceaſed, who 
is ready to atteſt that it is all of his ſaid Uncle's, or of his own Hand- 
writing ; being Memorandums, of Wool bought, for ſeven Years ſucceſ- 
fively, viz. from 1715 to 1721 incluſive, vis. in 1715, of ten ſeveral ' 
Growers ; 1716, of one Felmonger, and 29 ſeveral Growers ; 1717, of 
28 ſeveral Growers; 1719, of 13 ; 1720, of 15; 1721, of 10 Growers. 
And as he did not buy, every Year, of all the ſame Growers, ſo toſhew more 
exactiy the Riſe and Fall of Wool, I ſhall exhibit an Abſtract of this Ac- 


count, in the Manner following ; beginning with one Perſon, « whom * 
bought for ſeven Years W 


s i 4. d. 4 
| ſ1715—at—o 18 © 
I. William Emmet. | 1716 —— 1 0 © 
ſn 7 4.8 
4 1719 — 1 4&4 G6 
Throwing in half br of Wool 1719 —— 1 © 0 
. a Stone of Wool | 1720 —— 1 0 0 
a Stone of Wool (701 ms 0.8 
C1916 =—— 0 17 6 
FE — 17 11716 — 1 0 0 
2. Jobn Weſtmoreland. | 1717 —» 1 16 
I 1718 — 1 4 6 
1719 — O 19 6 
1720 oon— 
To throw Wool in {1721 —— 1 © © 
1716 —— © 19 6 
3. William Harriſin of Fiſterton. = — 
1718 — 1 3 O 
1719 — 1 9 3 
1720 — I 1 » 
A Stone of 2 1721 — 1 1 © 
C1715 — 8 © 
| 1916 —— 
4. Mr. Simon of hun, 1477 — — 
| 1718 —— 1 5 6 
ieren 
Be — 1 1 6 | 
1721 1 % 
Half 
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10. Mr. Knight. 


14. Mr. John Feger, jun. 


* N * 


Half a Guinea over, (Bi F 


« Joe Heldfwerth of Rn 


6. Mr. William Richardſon of Bard- 
ney Daines, 


< 


Auguſt 23, 


8, Mr. Forſter of Strubby. 


A Guinea over. 


9. Mr. George Wells of Wraghy. 


11. Mr. Jenkinſon s and young Mr. 
Forfter's Wool, in the Marſh. 


12. Mr. Bell. 
13. Mr, Jenkinſon's Marſh Wool, 
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1718 

171 

1720 —— 
1721— 1 
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4 


1717 3 
417718 — 
. 1719 — 1 


dug 23. 385 —1 


1721 — 


1716 — © 
7. John Barker of Fiſkerton. 955 — 


C1716 


1717 — 


1717 


$1917 — 1 


1717 W 


1718 — 1 


1718 w—o—_ 1 


* 


Chap. 171. 
4. 0d. 
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Chap. 319% — MEMOIRS or WOOL, be. 


N v NM B. III. | A 
A Letter from Mr. William Pell of Stalinghoraugh, to James Ward, Eſq, 
of Market Raifin, Lincolnſhire, dated Aug. 30, 1744- 
SIR 


Have herein ſent you the Price of my Father Clipam s * Wool and 
mine, as ſold, the Years following, am, &c. 


William Pell, 


1716 per Tod 205. 0 1724 per Tod 20 3. © 
1717 — 245. 6d. 1722 

1718 — 255, © 1723 | 
1719 — 205. © 1724 —— 16s. 0 
1720 215. 6d. 1725 — 165. 6d. 


Nu N B. IV. 


Fw. ge” 


the Author from Mr. Davies, a Wool Stapler of Grantham, Lincolnſhire, by 
the Hands of Mr. Sammel Forſter of Granthar aforeſaid. Y 


em 


Years) Paſture Wool | Fallow Wool | Long Skin | Head Wool | 
per Tod. per Tod, Wool per Pa. | per Pack. 

— cw ___—_—_— —  — — — 2— — _ 
ND * g. g. ao! . 
1716118 to 21 is © 2h: 8 1 
1717120 26 F ark 8 * e 
171820 24 ba 20 10 o 9 oO o 
171918 22 1 17 10 0 48 © 
172018 20 16 18 e 
1721015 6. 17 15 , fo 10) 
1722 17 18 14 15 7 5 66 15 © 
172316 17 12 13 13 oo "Ip 0 
1724|13 15 6 4.9 10 6.4]. 7 „ © '© 
1725113 15 6 d. 9 10 6 4. 6 n 


* — ——Y n — = ang ” "— 


Mr. Clip/am was a Graſier at Walaſby near Market Raiſin in Lincolnſhire ; whoſe Daughter 
Mr. Pell marry'd, and ſuceceded to the Farm, ſome Time between the Years 1716 and 27 25. 
N. B. See (Chap.-174-. 20.) the Reaſon for» being ſo very particular: here, as well in 


No, I, 2, 4. 


vor. II. o d ; Nu N 5. 


Of the Prices of Wool, from 1716 to 172 5 incluſive, as tranſmitted to 
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Nu M B. V. 


Mr. Parcival Teale, a conſiderable Graſier of Imingham, Lincolnſhire, his 
Account of Wool ſold from the Year 1718 to 1744 incluſive, as ſent to the 
Author by the Reverend Mr. George Clarke, then Vicar of Iningbam afore. 
ſaid (now Rector of Eaft-Barkwith in the ſame County) in a Letter dated 
Feb. 4, 1744-5 ; who ſays, Mr. Teale's Manner is, to file his Tod-Bill every 
Year ; noting upon it the Price he ſells at ; and that he himſelf copied the 
following Account from the ſaid Bills upon the File. 

N. B. To this Account are added the Woolen Exports from England, 
alſo the Imports of Wool and Yarn from Ireland, as often as the ſame have 
by any Means occurred to the Author within this Period ; only omitting in 
the Woolen Exports, the odd Shillings and Pence. 


Chap. 171. 


Wool per | Woolen Exports Imports of Wool 

Tan Tod. „ England. and Yarn from Ireland. 
| K-04 g At a Medium of 
12401 1 © 2,6735696 8 Years to Lady-day 
171911 0 6 2,730, 297 1728, | 
17201 1 6 3,059,049 227, o49 Stone. 
172111 © © 2,903,310 Eſſay by Mr. Dobbs, 
i 3.384, 842 p- 76. 
17230 17 6 2,920,601 — 271,291 Stone. 
172440 16 © 3,068,373 

== ; 4 l * Woolen Exports 138,632 
17270 16 0. A 130, 220 
E latin on 2 Medi. . 
729% 18 9. um, exceeded the 130,521 
| ol 44 - * : * Exportations, of 16 

5 45 P o or 18 Years ago, 

173310 18 &|© 200,000 J per ann. 
« 1734 © 16 0 Eſſay by Mr. Dobbs. 

735\ 1729. p. 77. 
1735] 14 © J 

173600 14 o From Chriſtmas 1737 

1737] 14 o to Chriſtmas 1738. 

173800 13 6 4,158,643 | 
xt Fant 3510,78 1 
174010 14 © 3-056 ,720 Stone. Lib. 
1741 14 of 3,6 09,734 144,700 8 
742810 15 Of]  - 3,358,707 135,397 8 
174340 19 6 3 541.558 131,410 15 
| 1744/ 1 103, 839 


— 


Nu M B. 


Chap, 171. MEMOIRS 0» WOOL; te. 
Nous VI. 5 | 
Of the Price Coteſwold Wool, Glouceſterſpire. 


| _ 20th December, 174 5 
SIX, 


Have ſent you an Account of the Price of Wool, as it hath been ſold 
upon our Hills, for Six Years paſt, ww 


] 


— 


„ N 
1740, I, 2. at per Tod, ꝛxu. — o 12 © 
. n 
1744.— — — 0 17 © 
1745, — — 0 6 0 


Our Tod is 28 Pounds. 


N. B. The ſame Gentleman being defired to extend his Account down 


to the Year 1737, and alſo to give his Opinion touching the Reaſon of that 
extraordinary Advance which appears above, in the Year 1743, viz. from 
12 5. to 20 3. he gave for Anſwer as follows, 


pr by —— — nns 
0 e — — e 11 6 


The Reaſon of the extraoadinary Advance in 1743, was not any De- 
* ficiency in the Growth of that Year, but the many and great Calls to 


France; for the moſt of our Wool (to our Shame be it ſaid) was then 


bought by Commiſſion, for that Kingdom.“ 


Nu M B. VII. 
Of the Prices of Wool in the Iſle of Wight. 

es + 
1737, 8, 9 — — „ 
1740, — — 1 
1741, — — . 
1742, — —__ 
1743, _ F 
1744. — — — o 18 © 
„ 382 
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a2 1 os WOOL, &c. Nw apt; 
N v 4 3. VIII, 
The Prices, of Wiel in the Ile of Wight, compared with the ſame of 
Coteſwold, viz. 
Iſle of Wight. Coteſwold. 
1. 4. d. J. 4. d. 
1737.0 110 — — C II 0 
1738, 110 — —.— 0 I 0 
1739 _ © II @ 5» ——— 6 11 6 
1740, © 12 © — — o 12 0 
1742, O 14 Q — ———— 0 12. © 
1743, © 17 Q —— 1 2c" 0 
PE L744 0 18 Q ———— @Q 17 0 
Q 16 © —a———— Q 16 
174 5, $ 0 17 0 4 / eee 2 
Let us remark here, the Agreement, and the Difference in Price, at vera 
0 Times, between the Mools of Cotefwold, and of the Iſle of Wight; namely, 


that from 1737 to 1740 inclufrue, they were altogether the ſame, excepting the 
ſmall Variation for one Year (t779) of 6& à Tod: Whente, and from what 
has occurred elſewhere, may be inferred, that thoſe Woods. are, at near as may be, 
of the ſame intrinſic Goodneſs — But in 1741 and 174.2, the Wooks of the Iſſe 
of Wight advanced, one Shilling a Tod, each Nur; while, in the ſame Years, 
thoſe of Coteſwold were at a Stay, viz.. at the ſame low Price as in r1740.— 
On the other Hand, the Wool of the Iſle of Wight made but a ſmall Advance, 
comparatively, in 174.3, viz. from 14 to 17 f. per Tod; when that of Cotet- 
wold roſe from 12 to 20.—Again, in 1744, the Wool of the Ile of Wight 
advanced yet one Shilling more, viz. to 18 s. and the Wool of Coteſwold dropped 
from 20 to 17 $.--- And bos is all this to be accounted for ? From the Nature, 
and the Arts of Stock- Jobbing, | 
We find (No. b.) the Wool of Coteſweld pretty much bought up by Com- 
miſſion, i. e. by, or for extraneous Chapmen,, ſuch as had not, till then, inter- 
'  fered with thoſe, who in the foregoing Years (from 1737 particularly) had been 
uſed to engroſs, and in Conſequence 2 Combinations, 10 purchaſe it on 
their. own Terms. 


Whit 


* ä — —½—— 
rer eee 
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Chap. 29h MEMOIRS os WOOL, &c. 
While ſuch Combination bepr its Ground, the Wool of Cotefwold d (we 
ſee} make ww Advenrce, as did that of the Hite of Wighe.— Bur, in 1743, the 
Strife of Chapmen; it other Words, an Increaſe of the tifual Number of 
Buyers, in Proportion to the uſual Number of Sellers, raifed the Market for 
Coteſwold Wool, even confiderably beyond _— advanced Price of that of the 
Ile of W 

I's 1 Letter (No. 6.) informs us, that this extraordinary Advance in 
the Price of Coteſwold Wool, was the Effect of its being bought up, with the 
View of ſending it to France; and which poſſibly might be the Caſe, — But, as 
I preſume the Autor of that Letter was no way privy to ſuch illegal Doings, 
So neither could be be certain that a Share of the Coteſwold Wool was not 


bought up in that cheaper Seaſon likewiſe (from 1737 to 1742) for tbe very 
fame evil Purpofes, of clandeſtine Exportation. 

All that we can reaſonably conclude therefore, and with any Certai ty, is, that 
Wool Buyers, whether for home Ufe, or for clandeſtine Exportation, will 


combine, #3 much, ond as oſten, and as long as they can, againf the Growers 


of it; and that ſo far at any ſuch Combinations prevail, and ſo long as any 


ſuch indirect Practices are continued, ſo much are the Wools of England un- 
der the Preſſure of a Monopoly. And when, and ſo far as theſe are by any 


Means difſokved, or broke into ; ſo far that Commodity recovers its Liberty, 
and comes up to its natural Price. 


Of this we have a glaring Example in the Caſe above, * Cotefwold Wool; 
and which Inflance proves further moſt de monſtrabiy, that the Price of Engliſh 
Wool in England, is not inſlnenced {as we bade been given to believe, and has 
been commonly imagined) by the Quantity of Woolen Goods exported ; ſeeing 
that in 1737, Coteſwold Wool, and Wool of the Iſle of Wight, fold but jor 
11s, per Tod, although the Woolen Exports (1737--8) were 4,158,643 / 
while in 1743, they were but 3,541,558 J. viz. lefs in 1743 than in r737--8, 


by 617,085 J. notwithſtanding that the Price of all Engliſh Wool was about 


one Third dearer, and that of Coteſwold particularly, was near twice as dear 
in 1743, as in 1737. The Wool of Coteſwold actually roe, in 1743, from 
12 to 20-5, per Tod. Aud though this general Advance in the Price of Wool 
m England (74.3) above what it bad been fald at, in ſome faregoing. Years, 


partrcularly in 137, was then (1743) univerſally believed to have bern the Ej- 


ft of much larger Wooſen Exports, in 1743, than in 1737--8 ; yet 10 
univerſal Belief having fince appeared te be fo muck the Reverſe of Truth, it 
is 
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is ſurely a Matter deſerving the Notice of the Country Gentleman ar aj, 
and his Contrivance aud beft Endeavours to ſhake off that Yoke of Monopoliſh 
Abuſe and Oppreſſion, which has been ſo long, and ſo much galling to the 
Landed Intereſt and its Dependants. * | ES 
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CHAP. CLXXIL 


Page 86. From the Traite Le N egoce D'Amſterdam, by the Sieur Jean 
Pierre Ricards, 1722. 


H E Price of Wools at Amſterdam, about the latter End of July, 


1719. 
ol of F 88 W Florins. j Eng liſb 1 * 
Germany. S rip walde, de nearly per Poun 
Stralſund & d'An-f 1 6. $442 45 at a Medium, 
clam, 10 d. 
2. De Stetin, de | | 
Thorn, de Pantzick, 100 [b, | 4 a * 11 4. 
& de Pruſſ.— 


3. De Colberg, J il n'y 
de Luneberg, & & | en a F a f 7 d. 


Breme, — 


pas. 
4. Laine d'Ete de! la 59 411 "= 
9 Pologne, — - 1 Ib i Sols.“ 1 43 
Of Perſia, 5. Laine de oY | 44 a 46 4 5. 2 . 
menie rouge, ditto 0 ö 
blance, — —— 32 a 39 25. 7d. 


* Twenty Dutch Sols are 22d. 4 Engliſh So that the Price of Laine d'Et# de Pologne, was, 
on a Medium, at about 11 d. 4 per Pound, at Amfterdam, in Fuly 1719; when the beſt Engliſh 
combing Wool did not exceed (in England) ꝙ d. per Pound. hence it appears, that thele 
Poliſb, and alſo ſome other German Wools, are at leaſt either of equal Goodneſs with the Eng- 
liſh, (conſequently there is not that Reaſon for prohibitin abſolutely the Exportation of Engliſh 
Wool, which is commonly alledyed) or elſe the Engliſh Wools are depreſſed below their natural 


Value; the latter, I ſuppoſe to be truly the Caſe ; and which (according to Sir 79% Chili t) is 
£ Chap. 48. a never failing Motive to clandeſtine Exportation. 
Wy 4k | 


Spaniſh 
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Spaniſh Wools — 5 cored Engliſh Money nearly. 4 as. 
6. De Segovie, ſu?⸗-/̃k © 
perfine | - yon =remuy: 10 d. + 
Ditto fine 36 a 37 — 35. 44. to 3 5. 5 d. 
Ditto ordinaire 30 a 37 — 25. 9 d. 4 to 35. 2 4. 
7. Fine de Burgos 131 a 32 — 28. 10 d. 3 to 25. 11 d. 
Ditto Ordinaire - - 530 a 31 — 2. 9 d. to 2. 10 d. + 
8. Soria Segoviane 132 4 33 — 3+. to 33. 1d. + 
De los Rios = = 353 a 33 — 33. to 35. 1d. 
De Lomberos - J28 a 29 — 2. 7 d. to 25. 8 d. 4 
9. Albarazin grande 25 a 26 — 2. 4 d. to 24. 5 d. 
Ditto fine % a 28 4 % 0 76-4 
Ditto petite - J21 a 22 — 1. 11 d. to 26. 
10. Caſſeres — 27 a 28 — 2. 6 d. 3 to 25.74. x 
11. Seguenca Sego- ) 
viane = = hon 5 —26.94 4025 16 . 
Seguenca - = J21 a 3o — 15.114. f to 25. 9 d. 4 
12. Quenca - = 23 a 24 — 2. 2 d. to 2 5. 3 d. 
13. Cabeſſe de Bues 24 a 25 — 235. 3 d. 3 to 2 4. 4 d. + x 
14. Serena - 22 2 23 — 2. 1 4. to 21. 2d. 
— * 46 a 20 — 1. 9 d. 3 to 15. 10 d. + 
16, De Puertos - - 29 a 30 — 2. 8 d. 2 to 2. 9 d. 4 
17. Cavalleres = - 30 a 31 — 25. 9 4. 4 to 25. 11 4. 
18 Molina - — - 26a 27 — 25. 5 d. to 2 5. 6 d. 4 
19. De Caſtille - 25 a 26 — 24. 4 d. to 2 5. 5 d. * 
20. De Campo - 18 a 19 — 16. 84. f to 1. 9 4. 
21. D' Eſtramadure 23 a 24 — 25. 2 d. to 25. 3 d. 
22. De Seville - - 20a 21 — 15. 10 d. f to 15. 11 f. 4 
23. De Navarre - - 13 a 14 — 15.24, 1 to 15. 3 d. 4 
24. D'Andalouſie - 20 a 22 — 15. 10 d. 2 to 25.04 
25. D'Eſtramadure - 20 a 23 — 15s. 10 d. f to 24. 1 d. 4 
26. De Trixito - - 24 a 25 — 28. 3 d. to 25. 44.3 
27. Laines, de Portugal 22 a 28 — 25,04to 25, 74.+ 3 1 
e e HA 
Vc: 4 r t that the Enxgliſb import only the beſt Spaniyh Wovls; whence is to be: Chap. 105, 


ſome Engliſh Wools are equal, to all Intents and urpoſes, to the Portugal and in- 5 14 


ſerior 


\ K A ‚ IEEE LD e 


| | 216 ' MEMOIRS os WOOL, &. Chap, Ty4, 


* 


C HAP. CLXXII. 
VS Of Hallers, Fulling, Fullers Earth, and Teazles ; From Chan. 
| ö bers's Dictionary, the Dictionaire Univerſe] du Commerce, and 


the Philoſophical Tranſactions, &c. 


| | Chambers' 4h ULLER, a Warkman employed in the ManufaQtories, to full, 
Fi = Pulling, : mill, or ſcour Cloths, Rattens, Serges, and other Woolen Stuffs, by 
| 1 Means of a Mill, to render them thicker, more compact and durable. 
| | Fuller: Earth. 2. Fullers Earth, a fatty, foſſile Earth, abounding in Nitre ; of great 
bl. | Uſe in the Woolen Manufacture. It ferves to ſcour Cloths, Stuffs, Sc. and 
[+ | to imbibe all the Greaſe and Oil neceſfarily uſed in the preparing, drefling, 
| &c. of the Wool. It is dug * in great Plenty out of certain Pits near 
| 7 | Brickhill in Staffordſhire  ; alſo near Rygate in Surry; near Maidſtone in 
| . Kent ; near Nutley in Suſſex; and near Wooburn in Bedfordſbire . It is 
| ! abſolutely neceſſary to the well dreſſing of Cloth; and hence Foreigners, 
| | 


who 


ferior Spaniſh Wools. But Engliſþ Wools not being commonly fold in England, at any Thing 
near the Price of theſe at Amferdam ; it is an Argument, even to Demonſtration, that they are not 
ſuffered to take their natural Price; and this is the true Reaſon of that invincible Propenſity to 
| the Runnage of ours, which has been ſo much a Topic of Complaint, for upwards of 80 Years 
'S laſt paſt. | ; | | 

1 Chap. 41. elt is a Commodity, which the Dutch cannot get in any Quantity, or Worth, nearer than 


x ' §. 14. 0 the Streights.” 

[ Chap. 120. . The Ifland of Shyes in Scotland, produces Fullers Earth.” 

| ' & 16. | + Of the Pits for Fullers Earth in Bedfordſhire, @ Letter: By Mr. B. Holloway, to Dr, 

ö Phil:/ ph, Woodward. n. 379. p. 419. Sept. Sc. 1723. | 
5 Trae. ---- From the Surface, for about fix Yards depth, there are ſeveral Layers of Sands; under this, 
15 abridged. a thin Stratum of red Sand Stone ; then, tor ſeven or eight Yards more, Sand again ; then, 
| Vol. 6. Fullers Earth; the upper Layer, about a Foot deep, not good for Uſe. After this, good Ful- 

5 Part 2. © lers Earth, for about ſeven or eight Foot; but diſtinguiſhed into ſeveral Layers, at the Diſtance 

8} p- 132. © of about a Foot and an Half from one Horizontal Fiſſure to another. And it is obſervable in 
| ; © the Site of this Earth, that it ſeems to have every where a pretty equal Horizontal Level. 
1 « Thele Pits are digged in that Ridge of Sand Hills, by Mooburn, which, near Oxford, is colled 
1 Shotover; on which lies Newmarket Heath ; and which extends itſelf from Eaſt to Welt, 
| | every where, at the Diftance of eight or ten Miles, from the Hills called, in Cambridgeſbire, 
[1 | 5 


Gog Magog ; in Bucks and Oxon, the Chilton Flills, Oc. from the Chalky Matter of which they 
* conſiſt, | | 

This I take Notice of, becauſe it confirms what you ſay of the regular Diſpoſition of the 
Earth into like Strata or Layers of Matter commonly through vaſt TraQts : From whence 
make a Queſtion, whether Fullers Earth may not probably be found in other Parts | of the 
| « ſame Ridge of Sand Hills, among other like Matter.“ ' : | 
| It may very probably, and if there was the ſame Encourggement for the ene, as there is for ht 
uber. there would be as many Attempts to find out Fullers Earth in Great Britain, as there have wo 
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Chap. s MEMO IRS or. WOOL} &. 27 
who can procure Wool to be clandeſtinely exported out of the Kingdom 
can never reach to the Perfection of Engliſo Cloths, without Fullers Earth“. 
For this Reaſon, it is made a contraband Commodity; and the Export 
made equally criminal with that of Wool tft. 
3. Tegſe: 4 This Plant is cultivated with great Care in ſeveral Parts of Te. 

France, particularly in Normandy || ; and the Exportation thereof prohibit- 
ed, by Reaſon'vf the vaſt Uſe thereof in the Woolen Manufacture \. 


9 | * | C H A P. 
* 


to oo Coals, But the Diſcouragement, in this Caſe, is, that Fullers Earth muff not be exported ; 
a:though Coals may z and yet rothing is mare certain, that Coals are equally, at leaft, neceffry to 
Manufactur in al, as Fullers Earth it to the Woolen Manufacture in partie ular. Vor can 
there be @ Reaſon aſſigned for probibiting the Expertation of Fullers Earth, which will not told 
equally, nay flronger, againſt the Exportation of Coals. Yet,” din't I think,' that the Exportationof 
Coals ought therefore to be prohibited. oO A oo LO 1p 2 
God hath not only given us Wool in Abundance, but another neceſſary Material, Fuller: 


© Earth, without which is not to be made; and (as they ſay) is not to be found any 

© whereelſe but in this Land/ — ten 497 TON ER Net OT . 62, 
Abs infamous to ſuffer Fullers Earth, Fulling, Clay, Teazles, &c. to be carried to France, 9.1. 

0 , | . ene ane . £4 | 


+ But (7 centre,) * © In Holland and France, whey have no Fullers Earth, and yet make as fine . ©), g, 
© Cloth as we do in England.” | "OM „ 15 
© The Fullers* firſt make uſe of Urine, after that, of ſcouring Clay, or Potters Earth; in the, Di&omaire 
* laſt Place, Soap diſſolved in warm Water. The Cloths fulled with Soap on/y, are beiter fulled,'r7,;1.,11 du 
and in much lefs Time, than thoſe in which Urine and ſcouring Clay is uſed ; they are leſs ſub- \Commerc,, 
ject to Holes, and ſofter in the Hand, and receive a better Colour from the Dyer, pp. 527-8. 
Thus it appears, that Mr. Chambers bas not been more happy in the Choice of bis Authors, touch · „ ge Ch. 
ing Fullers h, than upon the Subject Wool itſelf. . 184. §. 27. 
t Carduus Fullonum, or the Fullers Thiſtle, a Kind of Plant much uſed by the Fullers, Cloth DEN 
Workers, and Stockin-Weavers, to card or draw out the Wool or Nap, from the Thread or | 
Ground of ſeveral Kinds of Cloths, 'Stuffs, Stockins, &c. — eee 
It is propagated in ſeveral Parts of England, more or leſs, but in the greateſt Quantities at 
rington in Somerſetſhire, | | 1 1 card * % | 
$ © This Plant « is cultivated with Care, in many Provinces in France, particularly in Ner- = Hihioraire 
© mandy, about Leny, Louier, Elbæuf du Portigeais, Pond Arche; and in Picardy, to- Uiverſel du 
* wards Treſnoi; and in Languedoc, about Gignac, and other Places. oF Commerce, 
* Thoſe of Picardy are the beſt and moſt eſteemed. They are uſed partly in the Manufac- pag. 795. 
* turies of that Province. NevertheleG, a Quantity of them is ſent to the Fair of Braucarre ; 
- 22 Merchants of Lyons buy them by Wholeſale, to retail them to the Workmen in the — 
* The Teafle is ſowed, as Barley, in the Month of March. In the Month of Augift, it is The Manner 
* tranſplanted. like Cabbage, and ought to ſtand a Year. So that the Heads are fit to be gathered of projating 
* Theſe Teofles have been thought ſo neceſſary to the Woolen ufaQture, that it was not Teaſles. 
permitted to export them without a Licence, according to an Arret in 168g and which laid 
* their * on Exportation with Licence, at 10 Livres the Bale, of 150 lb. Weight, 
* The Exportation of that Sort of them, called the Chardon Bonnetier, having been abſolutely 
© forbid by an Arret 1715, the Liberty of exporting them out of the Kingdom, was again given j 
ö by en Arret, Devemler 21, in the ſame Year. | The Cauſe of it was, the great Crop thereof 
; in the Province of Nei mandy, the foregoing Years; by which Means the Barns and Ware- 
* 77. tat ww them, and n were overſtocked. And uvetefore, to Taci- 
= 4 n ; LEI. 1 of © e | i | 


* towards the End of July, or Beginning of Aaguſt, according as b to Maturity, © and rafing 
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of the Plag ue at Marſeilles, and its Cone th Woolen 


4 ltate the Trade with Stranger, the Duty on Exportation was reduced to four Livres, inſtead of 
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CHAP. CLAXIV. 


Trade and Wool of England. | 


A the calamitous Ci rcumflance, of the Plague at Marſeilles Was an In. 

cident, commonly reputed favourable to the Trade of this Kingdom; with 
much Streſs laid upon it, for Proof of certain Maxims long held, in regard, t 
the Woolen Manufacture, and the Price of Engliſh Wool in England; it is 
therefore, altho' in ſome meaſure already ? ſpoke to, reſerved as one of the mift 
criical, intereſting Events contained in theſe Mende, to be bere more particu- 
larly confidered in the la Place. 

1. The Author of the Traite le Negoce 4 Amſterdam, A. D. 1722. ſpeak- 
ing of Marſeilles, ſays, It was about a Vear ago very populous, but the 
Plague, which has not yet entirely ceaſed, has ſo raged ſince 1720, that 
this poor City is almoſt reduced to a Deſart. Nevertheleſs, there is Hopes 
* that this fine and great City, by its good Situation for Commerce, will 
* draw new Inhabitants that will make the Commerce flonriſh again, as be- 
fore. Moſt part of the Merchandize that has come from thence within 
* a Year paſt, has been burnt, to prevent the Infection in thoſe Parts, for 
< which they were conſigned ; which has cauſed great Lots to the 1 
* at Amſterdam. 

2. The Author of the Atlas Maritimus & Commercialis, printed A. D. 
1727, ſpeaking of the French Woolen Manufactures, and Trade for the 
fame, ſays *, They had extremely leſſened the Demand (from England) 
in [faly and Spain; and we had ſome Threats that they would throw us 
* out of the Trade at Cadiz for the Spaniſh Weſt Indies; and perhaps they 
* might have gone a great way towards it, had not the Hand of Heaven in- 
© terpoſed, and given the French ſuch a Blow by the late Plague in Langue- 
doc, as it's thought 9 will never ane, or at leaſt, not in oy 
© Years. 

But the Plague has been a double Blaſt upon them; for beſides the Ha- 

yock 1 it made of their People in ſome of the moſt populous Provinces, where 


ten.“ 


How much wiſer i in this Caſt, were the French, than in ſome ards, are the B——1h 
Politics, vpon, a vain, i} rr Suppoſition, of ir bin b 2 to 0 and W 
8 
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« the Manufactures were carried on to che greateſt Heights all 5 Ports 
« of Barope have been, as it were, ſhut againſt them; and ſo far have their 
« rs been from admitting them to trade, that ſeveral of their Ships 
are ſaid to have periſhed at Sea; the Men being ſtarved to Death; merely 
© becauſe they could nat put into any Port for Proviſions, or for ſo much 
© us freſh Water. This at once deprived them, for many Months, of all 
© the Trade of the whole Kingdom of Spain, as well as of the Ports of 
© Traly; not a Piete of their Goods was permitted to go in the Galleons to 
Neu Spain, or in the Portugueſe Fleets to Brazil, for two Years together; 
© in both which conſiſted the Proſperity of their ManufaQtures; and by 
© which they were way ſupplied with ready Money, for the carrying 
© them on. | 

3. Of what Advantage this was to England, My. Joſhua Gee fays® , © We s ch. 123. 
' * judge by examining” into the mighty Demand there was for our 9. 5: 
Woolen Goods, when Prance was viſited with the Plague, and ſtopped 
* from ſupplying foreign Markets. The Demand for our Woolen Goods in- 
© creaſed to ſo great a degree, that the like has not happened for many Years.' 

4. The Author of Obſervations on Britiſh Wool, A. D. 1339 ©, When Ch. 140. 
the Plague was ut Marſeilles, we had then a curtent Demand for all the 9“ 8. 19. 
Goods we manufactured. The Demand, at this time, was not particu- 
lar, but univerſal for Staffs, Cloth, Hofe, and all Sorts of Wodlen Goods.” 

And as a Conſequence of this, he tells us that Notwithſtanding a/l foreign 
* Demand for Wool ceaſed, and all the Wool and Yarn of Ireland was brought 
© to us, BECAUSE it could not be run abroad, oux Wool, was, then, one 
Third more in Value than now (1739.) This is a plain evident Fact, de- 
* monſtrating, that if our Wool could be effeually ſecured to 0URSELVES, 
* the Value of it Must riſe, as if G&RTAINLY DID, when the Demand for 

it was ſtopped by the aforeſaid Qecurrence.' 

5. Mr. Webber, in his Narrative“, The Plague in France putting a! 2% 141. 
* Stop to all Intercourſe with that Kingdom, our Goods were called for as 
faſt as we could make them; and we ſold them at whatever Price we 
* thought fit to ſet upon them; and ouR Wool roſe from 7/. and 7/. 105. 

0 11 and 121. a Pack.---Theſe are undeniable Facts; and theſe Fats undeni- 
' ably ſhew, &c. 

6. Mr. Gee, in his Tract, intitied, An Impartial Enquiry, &c. A. D. 1742, 
When Ships lay Quarantine, Wool roſe from 15 to 30 per Tod. 

Le A Perſon ſtyling himſelf, A Merchant of London, Author of A Scheme | 
* e 2 3 
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to arevent the Runnage of Iriſh Wools to France, printed for R. Franklin (1745) 
When the Plague raged at Marſeilles, the Demands for Woolen Goods, 
from foreign Countries, were ſo large, that the Wools-of both England 
and Jrejand, were inſufficient to ſupply them.” 

8. Now, the the Cusrom-Houss AccounTs will not . come up to 
our Expectations, after having been thus raiſed by the foregoing Writers, yet, 
to ſhew this Affair in the very flrongeſt Light, viz. ly leaving out the Year 
1720 % as neutral or doubtful, becauſe i in Juxx, that ** the Plague broke 
out at MARSELLES; and the Truth is: 


As to the Trade of England. 
The hes; Exports were in 1 
171 — — js 2,073,09 
1719 — — e, 2,730, 297 
f Ons £ 3,959,949 | Ci 903,310 
1722 _. _ 1 3,364,842 
| ay. 
Total 1 PPP 
218 GET RR ECL 5 Beate gp 
Total | 172 2 | | L 08; 52 
| I 1718 . 
Total 5. exceed Total of 17755 — Z 884.159 
1723 — — — 172. 
—. cc. 2 3,068, 373 
Total 2 > leſs than — {oak — £ 299,178 
more than 18 — 4 584,981 
As to the Price of Wool. 


Though the Woolen Trade was more in 1721 and 1722 by C 884,150. 
khan in 1718 and 1719, yet that fell ſomething in 172 1 and 1722 and 


in the two following Years 1723 and 1724, it fell conſiderably, altho the 


Trade of thoſe two Years exceeded the Trade of 1718 and 1719 by almoſt 
£ 600,000, 


9. But 
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9. But tho the Price of Wool did not fall very much. in 1721 and 1722, 
* the Price of 1719 and 1720, yet was it conſiderably ſhort of what it 
was in 1717 and 1718; and in 1723 and 1724, it fell greatly, even from 
the Prices of 1719 and 1720 ; altho the Effects of the Plague at Mar/cilles 
(in regard to the Trade of England) had not ceaſed, admitting that the 
Diſtemper itſelf had. And notwithſtanding: the Price of Wool did not abate. 
much in 1721 and 1722 from what it was in 1719 and 1720; yet I well re- 
member, by particular Circumſtances, that in 172r and 1722, much of the 
Wool of the Country lay upon the Hands of the Growers, unſold ; and for 
one of thoſe Years at leaſt, I am poſitive, uncheapened, 7. e. not ſo much 
as looked at, or aſked for by Woor Buyers. I do particularly remember 
a Wool Chapman in October 1723 purchaſing three Years Wool of one rCh. 171. 
Perſon, at a low Rate, and giving for the Reaſon of its being ſo much * apt 
Drug, the Quantities imported from Ireland to Cheſter, &c. And in the | 
Year ending at Midſummer 1723, we have ſeen „ Was imported, of Wool, Ch. 124. | 
and Yarn from Treland, 291,291 Stones; which tho' we have very good F 2 $4 
Reaſon * to think was conſiderably ſhort of the Quantity imported, within 5. 29. | 
the whole Year 1723; yet was it more than double the F rows imported | 
annually, from 1726 to 1729 incluſive, and from 1740 to 1744 incluſive. i Ch. 171, ' 
10. Here then we may remark, That it had been long maintained by Writ- "_ + | 
ers on this Subject, that a Quantity of Wool exported from England or Ire- | 
land to France, or other foreign Parts, but more particularly, if to France, | | 1% 
was not only the Loſs of ſo much Manufacture and Trade, as to the ſingle [ N 
Amount of that Quantity; but that the ſame being multiplied zbreefold at 1 
| leaſt, every Stone of Wool exported, was loſing to England the felling of f 
the Manufacture arifing from three Stones; and every Stone of Wool by any | 
Means detained from clandeſtine Exportation, was the gaining to England a | 
certain Market abroad, for the Manufacture ariſing from three Stones of | 
Wool; whence was drawn this very natural Concluſion, * That in proportion, | 
© as the uſual clandefline Exportation of Woot from England or Ireland ſhould © | 
© be prevented, ſo, Mus r the Price of that Commodity in England, advance | 
* accordingly.” This, I ſay, had been long infiſted upon, as a fandamen- | 
tal Article, in ſupport of various Schemes offered, and Opinions maintained, | 
in Reference to the Buſineſs of Engli/h and Iriſh Wool. And to make the | 
fame paſs beyond all Poſſibility of Doubt and Contradiction, was as mate- 
rial, as the Thing itſelf, if true, was intereſting. But though this was 
an Argument that needed to be confirmed by ſome very well atteſted Pads; 
| | yot 
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& Se $. 4. Writer of Obſervations on Britiſb Mol *, by a ſmall Addition, of his own, to 


ſeilles, as a Proof inconteſtible and deciſive in this Caſe. Not cuil landing 
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* had thoſe, who invented and maintained it, contented themſelves for 
many Vears, with bare Aſſertions, that ſo it was. Till at laſt, in the Year 
1739, the Conveniency of the Doctrine (as we may ſuppole) tempted the 


a Circumſtance that was true, to pitch upon the Time of the Plague at Mar- 


* (ſays he) all foreign Demand for Mool ceaſed, and all the Wool and Yarn 
© of Ireland was brought to us, BECAUSE it could not be run abroad; yet oug 
Wool was on THIRD MORE in Value than nom, (viz. in 1739.) And, if 
he had ſtopped here, he had been, literally, within the Bounds of Truth... 
Bur, for the Sake of this beloved Inference, viz. * That if our Wool could 
* be effeflually ſecured to OURSELVES, the Price of it MUsT Rise. For the 
* Sake of this Inference, I ſay, he adds, I certainly Dip RISE, when the De- 
* mand for it was flopped by the aforeſaid Occurrence.” And tho' our Wool; 
certainly DID NOT RISE at this Period ;yet to have it commonly believed that 
it did, made fo very much, as they thought, for their ſeveral Syſtems and 
Schemes, that, after this Writer of Obſervations on Britiſh Wool, Mr. Wrz- 
BER, Mr, Gx, and the MERCHANT of London, ſucceſſively improved upon 
it; and ſcorning to be ignorant of any thing relating to this Subject, which 
any other Writer knew, and which alſo was ſo much in their Favour, they 
perfectly remembred the Caſe to be exactly according to their reſpective 
Repreſentations 1. And indeed it muſt be allowed, that had the Thing 
been true, as they repreſented, their Inferences had · been not only juſt, but 
greatly to their Purpoſe. | 
11. But tho' the real Circumſtances attending this Incident, of the 

Plague at Marſeilles (ſo far as relates to the Price of Eng/ifh Wool in Lv 
land) make nothing (as we have ſeen) for the Writers abovementioned ; yet 
do they contain a very plain and intereſiing Pxoor, decifive of @ principal 
Queſtion, Which Queſtion is, Whether, or no, it is à certain Conſequence 
© to be expected from confining effettually the Wools of Great Britain and Ire- 
land, that the Woolen Manufacture would fo far increaſe, as that the Price 
of Engliſh Wool in England mvusT riſe?? This has been averred, over 
and over again, with much Streſs laid upon it (a Sign that the Price of Eng- 
liſh Wool in England, is commonly, at leaſt, held to be a Matter of ſome 
Conſideration) and for the Truth whereof, thoſe Circumſtances are a Cr:- 
terion of Moment, a Teſt much wanted, and dijficult to be obtained by any other 


Medium, For, 1 
12. Many 


Chap.:1j4 MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. 

for its own Suke, were yet ready to with for ſuch, a Meaſure, becauſe they 
thought it might contribate to the ſolving of ſeveral Problems relating to 
that important Subject, and particularly this grand one, viz. bow far the 
Price of Engliſh Wool in England was capable of being improved by ſuch a 
certain Confinement of all the Engliſh and Iriſh Wools to one Market? 

13. And though a Regiſtry of ſome Kind has been often recommended, 


being conſiderable Obftacles in the Way of them ALL, it is to be appre- 
hended, that no one will ever be ſo far approved, as to be carried into 
Execution. And therefore, next to a Regiſtry itſelf, this Incident, of tbe 
Plague at Marſeilles, may lead us to conceive what would be the Fruits 
even of an effeftual Regiſtry, or (which is thereby propounded) of con- 
| firing abſolutely the Wool of Great Britain and Ireland, in Virtue of pro- 


bibitory Laws. For tho" it is not an exact Alternative to a Regiſtry, it is near- 


ly ſuch. It does not indeed prove quite ſo much, in one Reſpect; but in 
ſome others, it proves even more than a Regi/try 7tſelf could do. 
14. It does not, for Inſtance, certainly follow, if France had no Engliſh or 


Iriſh Wool, white the Plague raged there, that therefore no Engliſʒu or 


Irijſb Wool at all was exported in that Period. And yet, we have ſeen the 
Stock of Wool in England, and from Ireland, was too great even for its 
Trade at that Time, increaſed as it was. And as England had actually 
more Wool from Ireland, and probably ſent leſs abroad at this, than at 
other Times; by which Means the whole Quantity was too great for the 
whole Demand or Conſumption, although that was larger than common; ſo 
that very well explains the Reaſon why, though the Trade of England 
was CONSIDERABLY .MORE, yet the Price of Engliſ̃ Wool, in England, 
was SOMETHING LEss, Conſequently, if we may argue from what bas 
been, and from the Nature and Reaſon of Things, it is to be apprehended 
that an fectua! Regiſtry would give a greater Check to the Price of En- 
ghſh Wool, in England, than the Circumſtance of the Plague in France 
did; without procuring to England thoſe Advantages in the Molen Ex- 
Portation Trade, which it actually derived from the aforeſaid Circumſtance, 
the Plague in France. For it is to be conſidered, that though it is very ap- 
parent that one Reaſon of Wool falling at this Comjuncture, notwith- 
ſtanding the good State of the Eng/i/h Trade all the while, was, be- 


cauſe 


and for that End, various Schemes have been repeatedly offered; yet there 
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cauſe the French had not Engliſh and Iriſh Wool, as at other Tj imes ; 
yet is it not ſo clear that the Engliſh Woolen Trade was then ſo much 25 
chan uſual, for THAT REASON, as BECAUSE the FRENCH, af that Time, 
were deprived of THEIR TRADE ; their MANUFACTURERS were ſwept away 
by the Peſtilence, and _ MANUFACTURES themſelves burnt or left to periſh 


at Sea. 


15. And therefore, though a Regiſtry of Wool in Great Britain and Ire. 
land, and the Circumſtance of the Plague at Marſeilles, are ſo far ſimilar, 
that with regard to the Price of Engliſb Wool in England, we might ex- 
pect the like or worſe Conſequences from the former, than was experienced 
by the latter; yet whoever conſiders the State of Europe, and the World at 
large, as to Wool and Woolen Manufacturies, according to the Accounts 

: Ch. 92-- given in the Memoirs | of the Dutch Trade the Britiſh Merchant . 


m Ch. 97 the Atlas General n Salmon's modern Hiſtory *——and above all, the Dic- 


_ 8 tionaire Univerſel du Commerce, will ſee little Reaſon to expect to ruin, (as 


* Ch, 121. we are apt to talk *) the N Commerce, or indeed to hope for any un- 

Cb. 151- common, extraordinary Advantages to the Trade of England, in Conſe- 

* Ch, quence meerly of confining effectually the Engliſb and Iriſb Wools, by a 

143. Regi/lry, or by probibitory Laws in any Shape whatſoever. 

* % 16. Theres yet a further Juncture and Coincidence of Circumſtances in this 
Caſe, not unworthy of ſome Notice. 


The Plague broke out at Marſeilles, 3 the latter End of June 1720. 

» $. 1--7. And though the ſeveral Writers mentioned ”, ſpeak of the Increaſe of 
Trade, and a ſuppoſed Advance in the Price of Engliſh Wool in England, 

as Occurrences, chiefly in the Years 1721 and 1722. And though the 

former, the Increaſe of Trade, was from the Beginning, a current Diſ- 

courſe and Belief; yet it is very remarkable that the latter, the pretended 

Advance in the Price of Wool, at that Time, is not once found in Print, till 

95, 4 near 20 Years after, viz. Anno 1739*. And indeed, had the Story been 
trumped up much ſooner, the Notoriety of Things would then have been 

ſach, that Numbers would have been able to have contradicted it. Had 

the Lye been deferred much longer; as the Memory of that Advance 

Ch. 151. in the Price of Wool, which did really happen in 1717*, would have 
Ne r, 2, 3 been wholly effaced by Time, ſo would it have made leſs Impreſſion upon 
* the Minds of the People. But the People having an indiſtinct Remem- 
brance of a conſiderable Advance in the Price of Wool, ſomewhat near that 

Time, they more readily took for granted, that it was at zbe very * 

| an 
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and ſo ſwallowed implicitly both the Fact and the Inference from it. 
Theſe were Circumſtances favourable to the Impoſture, and to the Error 

founded upon it. But thoſe which follow, being true, make the Creterion 

till ſtronger, on the negative Side of the Queſtion. 

17. It was not long before the breaking out of the Plague in France, viz. 

but in 1717 and1178 =, that Wool in England had bore a Price, which tho' « © 176. 
not uncommon in former Times, I mean before the Refloration, yet was 9 26. 
ſach, as that the like had not been known in England for near 20 Years 

before, nor ſince, for almoſt 30 Years. And in 1720, juſt before the 
breaking out of the Plague at Marſeilles, the advanced Price of Soutb- Sca 

Stock, advanced the Price of all other Things in England, except Wool; 


late Advance of that Commodity; nor did the extraordinary Advantages, Ne 5. 
ſo much boaſted of, to the Eng/iſb Trade, in the Years 1721 and 1722, above 
thoſe of 1718 and 1719, keep the Price of Wool from falling ſomething, in 
thoſe two Years. Such (we may ſuppoſe) was the increaſed Quantity in Eng- 


Defect of the uſual clandeſtine Exportations from England, on the Score of 29: 
the Plague in France; which reſolving more Wool into the Hands of fewer 

Buyers; in a Word, increafing the Number of Sellers in the Exgliſb Mar- 

kets, and leſſening the Number of Buyers there, produced that Efe#, 

which Mr. Locke, with equal Judgment and Truth, has aſſured us will 

always proceed from ſuch a Cauſe. 

18, And though the Plague abating, or rather ceaſing, after the Year 

1722 *, Intercourſe was again reſtored with France; yet France not hav. . ,r. 

ing recovered itſelf from that Calamity, had not, it ſeems, the ſame Oc. 

caſions, as formerly, for Engliſh and Iriſh Wool ; and therefore, albeit, the 

Engliſb Moolen Exportation Trade continued to be more, for the Years 1723 and : 
1724, by near 606,0001.*, thanit had been in theYears 1718 and 1719, never- , 5,, 6. 8. 
theleſs, I conceive, for partly the ſame Reaſon as before, and particularly be- 

cauſe there came yet more Wool and Yarn from Ireland to England in the Vear 


England from falling very conſiderably. All which Circumſtances laid to. F. S. 
gether, are a Pxoor, ariſing, if not fully, yet nearly to a Demonſtration, 
that, from preventing abſolutely the Exportation of Wool, by a Regiſtry, or by 
Probibitory Laws, in Virtue of high Penalties (was that practicable) there 
Vor. II. F f could 


which could not get over the Price of 1716 *, the Year before the then « 5% Ch. 171 


land, by means of extraordinary Importations y from Ireland, and through a y Se Ch. 126, 


1723 *, than in 1721 and 1722, it did not hinder the Price of Wool in » g,, Cr. 126. 
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Ie did procure the written Accounts of Wool fold and bought in that Pe- 
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could not be expected any Advance in the Price of Engliſh Wool in England: 
but, on the contrary, AN EXTRAORDINARY CHEAPNESS OF 1T, . without 
any Acceſſion to the Engliſh Moolen Exportation Trade. except what (at the 
Expence of the GRoweR) /hould be purchaſed by ſuch Cut APNESS os Wool. 

19. And yet a contrary Notion, founded on FALsEmoop, and ſupported 
by ERROR and CREDULITY, had very near paſſed upon the Nation, The 
Writers abovementioned had vouched it ſucceſſively ; and they had been 
uncontradicted. And it was by mere Accident, that the Author of heſe 
Memoirs looking into the Manuſcript Account (Ch. 171. Ne. 1.) diſcerned 
the Untruth. — —Knowing the Manuſcript mentioned, to be genuine, He 
was confident it could not deceive him; yet judging it not prudent to reſt a 
Point of ſuch Conſequence upon a ſingle Teſtimony, and which alſo hap- 
pened to have been, for ſome Years, in his own Poſſeſſion, He reſolved to 
look out for collateral Evidence. — When, to his Surprize, what through 
the Diftance of Time, and a Neglect in theſe Sort of Dealers, viz. Growers 


of Wool, to keep regular Accounts on this Head, He found the Thing not 
a little difficult. However, by the Aſſiſtance of ſome Friends, mentioned e, 


riod, (See Ch. 171. Ne. 2, 3, 4.). And from theſe, it is very obſervable, 
that notwithſtanding ſome little ſeeming Diſagreements, in other Reſpects, 
they ALL accord moſt uniformly in the main Point, vig. in dating that 
memorable Advance in the Price of Wool, from the Year 1717, which the 
Writers abovementioned had artfully fixed to the Time of the Plague at 
Marſeilles; and made their Uſe of accordingly. 

20. And thus we have ſeen, how ſo confiderable a Jundture, for Want if 
being properly nated, when it did happen, was afterwards diſguiſed, and the 
Concluſion from it inverted : So that if the Aﬀair bad not now, or $00N, been 
exemplified, in the Manner in which it here has been, the important Teſtimony it 
conveys, would have been loſt ; and in its Stead, the Reverſe thereof, an UTTER 
FALSEH 00D, handed down for an 1NDISPUTABLE T'RUTH. At leaf, if the: 
Teſtimonies had not appeared, now, that there is an Opportunity, and a Paſi- 
bility of difproving the ſame, provided they are not true, they muſt, thoug) of- 
terwards produced, have abated much of their Credit and Weight, BECAUSE con- 
tradicting effentially, Accounts that have paſſed with tbe Generality of the Pro- 
ple, and Opinions which have gained Strength, upon the Authority of thoſe Ac- 
counts, Fox THESE REASONS, it eas defirable not to let ſlip fo fair an Op- 
poriuniit, 
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portunity, but that THESE TesT1MONIES, and Tais PRoor ſhould be com- | f 
municated to the preſent Age, and tranſmitted to PosrxRITv, clearly and | Nl 
fully as the Caſe admits of, and as it deſerves, To THAT Exp, the Author E 
has been thus particular * in naming his Vouchers, that in Caſe any ſhall be , Se | 
diſpoſed to queſtion the ſame, they may have the Means of being ſatisfied. Any 2 171. 

1F NOTHING t the contrary ſball appear (as He is confident xorHIxd CAN) 9 
He hopes what has been here delivered for Txuru, will, not only for the pre- 

ſent, but to future Times, be ſo accounted of. 


K — * 


it. 
_— — — 


C HAP. CLxXxXV. 


A Recapitulation, or Summary of principal Matters contained \ 
in the foregoing Chapters, whether in the Way of Hiſtory, or | | 
Argument; which being various and contradiftory, are re- | 1 
duced, as near as poſſible, under general Heads, and ranged 1 
in oppoſite Columns ; to the End that the Reader, by com- | 

paring the ſame, and ſeeing the ſeveral Authorities they ſand || 
upon, may better judge on which Side to reſt his own Opi- F 
nion. Wh 

| Nom B. I. 
(A) (B) 
I, A. D. 1331 *. This Year, the A D. 1224. viz. 9 Hen. III. c.. Chap. 5. 
Art of weaving Woolen * 2c, was an Aﬀ for One } 
Cloth was F1R8T brought from Flan- * Breadth of dyed Cloth, Ruſſets and 
ders into England. Haberjects, viz. two Yards with- 
in the Liſts'. Upon which Statute 


Lord « Coke obſerves, * True it is that Broad Cloths were made in England 
; Now, and LONG BEFORE this Time. (Chap. 4. $- 16.) 


A. D. 1337), It was- enacted, 2. The Words of the Statute are, » Ch. 5. 
6 do Wool of Engliſb Growth * It ſhall be Felony to carry any Wool K. s- 
SHOULD BE TRANSPORTED BEYOND * out of the Realm, until it be other- 
SEA. © wile ordained.” This Statute was 

From the Time of Edi. mw the in 11 Edw. III. and in the 12th and 
Exportation of Wool has been pro- 13th Wears of that Reign, the King 
hibited Ff 2 did 
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4 f. 35. 


e Ch. 15. 


5. 9. 


FO 
þ| F 9. 23. 


5 
17 
1 
BJ 
3 
I; 
We *? 
1 
> 
1 
i 
. 
* 


Strangers. (See Chap. 7. H. 1. Note. F. 3. Chap. 8. F. 18.) 


within the Kingdom. (Chap 14. take Promiſe, or Bargain, of any 
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hibited, under Penalty of Life and did make DIisPENSATI1ONs of that Sta. 
Limb. (Chap. 41. F. 2.) tute, in CONSIDERATION op Mo. 
Edw. III. by KgzerinG oUR NEY PAID, Chap. 5.4. 5. 
Woots AT Home, put a Stop to | 
the Manufacture of the Flanderkrns. 
(Chap. 114. F. 10.) | 
A. D. 1341. Becauſe the King ſhould before Michaelmas next, Tz ans. 
PORT 20,000 Sacks of Woot, it was provided that No Man, before that 
Time, ſhould paſs over any Wool, on Pain of treble Loſs, Life and Member, 
3. The Statute of Edward III. for 3. The printed Statute, and which 
confining the Engliſh Wools, hath is probably bere meant (27 Edw. III. 
continued now, theſe 300 Years. c. 3.) ſays 4, It ſhall be Felony for 
(CO. 5. &. 13 * an Engliſh, Welch or Iriſh Fog 
| * chant, to tranſport Wool, or, Ge. 
* vi2, any Staple Commodities.” But c. 1. of the ſame Statute ſays, * They, 
* viz, Wool and other Staple Goods, ſhall be carried forth by Merchant 


4. Henry VII. made Statutes for 4. The Statute was, * No Perſon, 
Drapery, and for keeping of Wools * during ten Years, ſhall buy, or 


6. 9. Netvs) _ © Wool that ſhall grow in Berks, &c. 
© before the Aſumption of our Lady 

[Aug. 15.] next after ſhearing thereof, but ſuch as will make Cloth or 
* Yarn thereof; nor any Merchant Stranger, before the Purification.” (4 
Hen. VII. c. 11.) So that this Statute was not ſo much a Probibition on the 
Exportation, as a Monopoly to the Merchants of the Staple, for a great Part 
of the Year, viz. from Aug. 15. to Febr. 2. See Chap. 12. f, 17. Chap. 
14. F. 9. Chap. 15. 23.) 
5. It was provided, that no un- 5. The Statute © is * None ſhall 
toroug ht Wool ſhould be exported. * carry beyond Sea any Norfolk Wool 
(Chap. 15. F. 9. Note.) * meet for making Worſteds, and Stan 
* mins, 6 Hen. VIII. c. 12. 

6. Till the 15th Century, vis. A. D. 1346 % the Commons feti- 
A. D. 1420, our Wool was all fold tion that the new Cuſtoms lately jet up. 
in the Fleece to ſuch of our Neigh- on Cloth, (viz. upon every Cloth car- 
bours as came to fetch it. (Chap. ried forth by Engliſh Merchants, 14d. 
150, F. 7.) and by Strangers, 21d. and upon ece- 


| Gretius and Thuanus both date the ry JWorfled Cloth, 1d. and of Str mk 
| Ori- b : 


Chap. 175. 
Origin of the Eg Cloth Trade as 
low as the Middle of the 16th Cen- 
the former, from the Diſſolu- 
tion of the Stilhhard Company (1551) 
the latter, from the Duke D*Aloa's 
Perſecution, near 20 Years later; 
ill which Time, reſpectively, they 
repreſent the Bulk of the Engliſb, 
as but Shepherds and Huſbandmen, 
and their Merchants, as mere Ex- 
porters of raw Wool. (Ch. 17. P. S. 
Note.) 


the ſaid Kerſies for the Old Cuſtom. 
In the Reign of Hen, VIII. Im- 
provements were made, and ſome- 
thing was done [by the Exgliſb] to- 
wards furniſhing their own Coun- 
try [with Woolens] But the Flemings 
had ſtill the wnoLs TRADE To ALL 
THE REST OF THE WoRLD. (Ch. 
119. 5. 3, 

At length, came the happy Reign 
of Queen Elizabetb, when to com- 
plete the Ruin of the Flemings, as to 
Trade, the EXPORTATION or WooL 
WAS ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED. Ch. 
119. F. 6.) 

The * Nation remained in 
| much 


Strangers, be many times in Danger to be flain, and ſometimes impriſoned, and Ci, 
put to Fine and Ranſom. Therefore, &c. 1 Ch. 8. 
A. D. 1390 ® , Merchants of Kerſies require that they may freely franſport 
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14. ob.; and of every Litt, rod. and 
of Strangers, 15d.) may be taken a- 
way, 

A. D. 1353, were exported from 
England, 4774 3 + Cloths, after 40s. 
Value; 8061 4 Pieces of Worſted, af- 
ter 168. 8 d, the Piece. (Chap. 6.) 

A. D. 1362, Ordered, that Mer- 
chants Aliens ſhould not tranſport Wool- 
en Cloths, except that Merchants of 
Almain might carry out Worſteds and 
ſtreight Cloths, and Merchants of 


Gaſcoign, Woolen Cloths. (Ch. 7. F. 6.) 


A. D. 13891, enacted, That Merchants and Artificers of Worſted in Nor-: Ch. 8. §. 20, 
folk may ſell their ſingle Worſteds fo any Place or Perſon of tbe King's Amity, 
any Prohibition or Liberty to the contrary not uu cht andi ng k. 

Foraſmuch as divers plain Cloths wrought in the Counties of Somerſet, Dor- Monopoly 
ſet, Briſtol and Glouceſter, be falſiy wrought with divers Wools ; inſomuch that *"*9*"* 


k i.e, notwith- 
landing any 


granted to any 


the Merchants who buy the fame, and carry them out of the Realm l, to ſell to other Mer- 


chants in this 


§. 24. Note. 
m f. 26. 


The Merchants 3 un- 
der the Name of the Brotherhood of 
St. Thomas a Becket of Canterbury, 
were a Company exporting Cloth ſo ear- 
ly as 8 Hen. IV. vis A. D. 1406. 
(Ch. 34. F. 2. Note.) 
A. D. 1414. The Commons g= 
titioned that Streight Cloths, called 
tbe Dozens of Devonſhire and Corn- 
wal might pay Cocket Cuſtoms after the 
Rate of Broad Cloths. (Chap. 10. 
9.3.) a Ch. 12. 
The Stat. 4 Edw. IV. c. 1. re- 5. 6. Note. 
cites * ſundry Deceits and Abuſes 1n 


* making Cloth in England, 10 the * 


—— AA” . 


$ 
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t Ch. 17. 


§. 4. 


Ch. 12. 
12. Note 


* 
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u the Nation, and Diſcredit Bx vox 
SEA i 


much the ſamestate in reſpect to Trade 
and Navigation, from the Time of 
the Conqueror, to the Acceſſion of 
Queen Elizabeth; which conſiſted 
chiefly in tranſporting Tin, Lead, 
Woor, ſome Leather, Iron, and 


other Productions ſufficient to pur- 


chaſe what foreign Commodities 
they wanted. (Ch. 122. f. 1.) 

Edw. III. was the firſt Prince, 
from the Conqueſt to his Time, that 
we find took any Notice of Trade. 


| From his Time to Queen Elizabeth, 


we do not find any one Prince that 
had much Regard for it. (§. 2.) 
Edw. III. ſaw the Advantage of 
the Woolen Trade, and made a fair 
Puſh for having it removed hither; 
but for want of the like Care in his 


Succeſſors, it did not take deep root, 


till the Reign of Queen Elixabeib. 
(Ch. 123. F. 2.) *. 

The Woolen Manufacture was 
firſt chiefly eſtabliſhed in England, 
in the long and happy Reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, (Ch. 133. F. 2.)+ 


That King Henry VII. was the firſt Prince that put the Englih upon the Thought of ma- 
* nufaQturing their own Wool, muſt be acknowiedged to his Memory: We ſhould not do him 


© Juſtice, if we did not ment 


* Flanders. 


Hy this Part of her Management, ( prohibiting the Exportation of Wool) the Woolen Manv- 
* tacture of the Netherlands received its fatal Wound | 
work up, the work itſelf ſtopp'd at once; the Trade expired and died: Nor has it been able 
* ſince that, to revive, no not in the leaſt degree; for as it depended before, entirely upon the 
* Supply of Wool from England or its Support ; when that Stream failed, when that Channel 


Divers Perſons in Norwich and 


ion it, as often as the Original of our Wooten Manufacture is ſpoke 
* of.” A Plan of the Engliſh Commerce. By Daniel De Foe. P. 126. Edit. 24. | 
+ ©* Queen Elizabeth fully ſtopped the Stream of Wool which ſupported the Manufacture in 


Chap. 175. 


The Stat. 7 Edw. IV. c. 1. ſays l 


Norfolk make untrue Wares in al! 
© manner of Reſpetts, of all manner of 
* Worſteds, by which they liſe their 
© antient Effimation BEYOND SEA. 
A. D. 1493 *, Hen. VII. zrar/- 
lated the Mart, (which commonly uſed 
zo follow the Engliſh Cloths) from 
Antwerp 10 Calais. 
A. D. 1496", He concluded 4 
Treaty, called by tbe Flemings, Inter- 
curſus magnus; by which the Arch- 
Duke deſiſted from the Duty of a Flo- 
rin, which he before exacted for every 
Piece of Engliſh Cloth which came in- 
to his Dominions. 
Hen. VII. *, 00k Recognizance, of 
20,000 Marks, of the Alderman of 
the Stillyard at London, that the 
Eaſterlings /bould not carry any Eng- 
liſh Cloth to the Place of Refidence of 
the Merchants Adventurers in tb? 
Low Countries, or open their Fardelles 
of Cloth in the ſaid Low Countries, 
to the Prejudice of the ſaid Company, 
by putting their Cloths to Vent there. 
A Sta- 


; for now, having no more Wool to 


* ſtopped, 


Chap. 175. 
A Starute ©, 27 Hen, VIII. c. 12. recites, that great Infamy and Slane » Ch. 15. 


% Woolen, Cloths within the Realm,” About the Year * 1550, 44,000, , 
Cloths were ſhipped, yearly, from England, in the Name of the Merchants $. * 
of the Stillyard only. 5 | ES | 
A. D. 1552 „ The Company of Merchant Adventurers tranſported 40,000 Ch. 1 
Broad Cloths af one ſhipping. . 8. Note, 
So early as 4, 5 of Phil. and Mary ?, The Wooken Manufacture appears by, Ch. 18 
the Statute Books, to have ſpread itſelf through North Wales, South Wales, $. 9. Note. 
Cheſhire, Lancaſhire, Weſtmoreland, Cumberland, Northumberland, Bi- 
ſhoprick of Durham, Cornwal, Suffolk, Kent, the Town of Godalmin in 
Surry, the County of York, City of York; Villages adjacent to the River 
Stroud in Glouceſterſhire : Befides thoſe other Places more anciently noted for 
being conſiderable in the Moolen Manufafure, vix. London and the Suburbs, 
Somerſetſhire, Devonſhire, Coventry, and Warwickſhire, Norwich, Norfolk 
Eſſex, Wincheſter, Sarum, Wiltſhire, Worceſter, and Worceſterſhire. 

In the Time of Phil. and Mary ,, the Cloth Trade of England was ſo very , Ch. 26. 
great, that the Trade of exporting Wool was almoſt wholly decayed, $ 6. 

A. D. 1564 *, Cardinal Granville prevailed with the Governeſs of the Low | 3 
Countries to forbid the Importation of Engliſh Cloths; which Probibition ob- g, 1. 
liged the Engliſh 20 ſet up a Staple for their Cloths at Emden, a Town of Eaſt 
Frieſland. At this Time, the Cloth Trade from England to Antwerp, ref? 

yearly to about five Millions of Gold, viz. at the loweſt Reckoning, 7 50, ooo l. 
Sterling. Beſides which, there was a Trade to Amſterdam, Hamburgh, 
Scotland, Ireland, France, probably, certainly to Sweden and Ruſſia. 7. 
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p der had of late Years, riſen in ſundry Parts beyond Sea, of the untrue making . 


7. At the Cloſe of the ſixteenth 
Century, the Exportation of any 
Wool at all was abſolutely prohibit- 
ed, on Pain of having the right Hand 
ſtruck off. 
To prompt their Vigilance for 
preventing the Exportation of Wool, 
the 


ſuewed them the Way to find a Matket for it [beyond Sca. ]- 


7. A. D. 16015, the Company of 
Merchant Adventurers trading chief- Ch. 25. 
ly in Cloth, were in Number about 9. 4: 
2500. They exported in Cloth, the 
Value of MILL 10N, yearly. Other 
Engliſh « Merchants bad aiſo @ great 
Trade fer the ſame into France and $70. 

Spain. 


ſtopped, it could no more ſubſiſt, than a Body without Food, or Fife without Spirits.” Pan 

of the Engliſh Commeree, &c. p. 133. | 

© Heaven gave to the Engliſh, Wool, excluſive of all Nations in the World. 

«* Their King Henry put them upon manufacturing it.— And their glorious Queen EI zateth 
Page 152-3. | 1 
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4 Ch. 26. 


_ © Houſe] to imprint the Memory of this worthy Commodity within the 


_ beſpoke a Livery for his Soldiers, 100,000 Ells, all SiLEs1Aa CLoTH af Ko- 
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the Judges, King's Council, and Spain. Befides which, there waz a 
Maſters in Chancery in Parliament: Trade to Turky, Ruſſia *, Sweden, 
are ſeated on Wool Sacks, Ch. 150* Barbary, Scotland, Ireland, and the 
F. 5, 6. Trade of the Merchants of the Still. 

| yard, bo continaed upon the Foot of 
Merchant-Strangers, not witbout ſome peculiar Indulgences; nor had there been 
any AF, as yet, probibiting the Exportation of Wool. The Act 8 Eliz. c. 3. againſt 
carrying over Sea Rams, Lambs, or Sheep alive, on pain of having the right 
Hand firuck off, has been miſrepreſented. For e the Exportation of Wool was 
NEVER ONCE probibited, or any way meleſted, during the whole Reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, otherwiſe than, as in Queen Mary's Time, by a Duty of ;1. 68. 8 d. 
the Sack. Nor by our Forefathers * was it ever probibited, unkſs upon ſume 
great Occafion, and for ſome ſmall Time, (and always i with ill Conſequences to 
the Nation) 'till the Tear 1647. 
Net fo early as the Near 1613, before there bad been any landing Law, for 
prohibiting the Exportation of Wool, we find it noted thus: * A cuſtomable Uſe 
hath always (i. e. immemorially) been obſerved to make it [Wool] the Seat 
© of our Learned Judges, in the Sight of our Noble Peers in the Parliament 


* Minds of thoſe firm Supporters and chief Rulers of the Land.' 
8. Before the Peace of Utrecht, 8. Dantz, 21 Oct. 1655; There 
we had no Rival in the Woolen but are yearly, in the upper Parts of Po- 
Trade the Dutch. (Chap. 133. §. 1.) LAND, towards the Borders of S1Lt- 
| SIA, t FRAWSTAD and LI A, and 

thereabouts, 220,000 CLoTHs made, beſides the CLoTH made in theſe Parts; 
and at this Town 15000 Pieces of Raſb—The Duke of Brandenburgh bath 


NINGSBERGH, and not one Ell of Engliſh, which us'd to be altogether in 
Requeſt, (Ch. 40 P. S.) 
D. 1671, not only Flanders, Holland, and Zealand, but latterly, 
France is learning to be too bard for us [in the Woolen Trade.] (Chap. 
51. F. 2.) 
A. D. 1677 ſome Turky Merchants know that the Carcaſſone Cloths 
find good Prices and many Buyers in the Levant. 
You * are not only deprived of that general and gainful Vent you had formeriy 

in France :tſelf — But in all otber Places where yon traffique, you meet the 
French now (viz, 1667.) at every Turn ; and tbe foreign Poſt brings News 


from 


4 x ' " 8 2 , - 
8 1 : # 
wh, | „ 1 
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from all Parts, that they are before you, and have | ungerfold you in the ſame | 
Commodities. wh } - Fi 
A. D. 1903), o. 23. the King of France iſſued an Arret, ordaining ebat IG, 88. == 
Sf called Bays,: Perpetuanas, &c. of their own TR ſent into Ita - * 1 
y, ſhall pay but 30 Sols per 100, Duty. »J 

A. D. 113% It is owned on all bands to be ws, that the French do Pali 
great Quantities * 57 Woolen Goods 7o Spain, Italy, Portugal, Turky, the 
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m Ch.99.4. 2. 


(A) 
1. The Makers of Cloth beyond 
the Seas muſt needs have them [ vix. 
the Engliſh Mools] to cover their own 
Wools in the indraping. (Chap. 33. 
9.4.) 
Our Wool for Clothing (i. e. Eng- 
liſh and Iriþ Wool) is to all the 
World, as much a Neceſſary of Life, 
as any thing elſe. Cloth for general 
Uſe cannoT be made without it: 
NOR any other Sort to Perfection. 
(Chap. 145. 5. 1.) 
Without Engliſh or Iriſh Wools 
there can be no Quantity of fine 
Worſted Stuffs, nor a middle Sort of 
Cloth made in the whole World. 
(Chop. 51.F. 3.) 
Without Engliſb Wool Foreigners 
can ſcarce make a tolerable Piece of 
Drapery. (Chop. 57. f. 2.) 
oreigners cannot make meat 
Woolen Goods without a Mixture 
of Britiſh and Iriſh Wool. There- 


home, we might at once ſecure the 


for neat Woolen Goods, as the Dutch 
Vor. II. have 


fore by keeping our own Wools at 


Demand of the whole World on us 


Rhine, Ge. (See Chap. ror, 5. 3. Chap. 102. F. 5. Note. & 7. Note.) 
Num. II. 


| (B). 
I. To affirm that the Makers of 
Cloth beyond the Seas, cannot make 
Cloth without our Engliſh Wodl, is 


as true, as that wherewith the State 
bath been ſo abuſed, That the Dutch 


' could not ſubſiſt without our Engliſh | 
Cloth. = That the latter is falſe, our 


pn 34+ 
9. 1 


wn ill Experience can teach us. That 
the farmer is fooliſh, theſe that know 


the State of Dutch Land, will tell us. 


Wool * is abounding in almoſt ALL 5 PR 79% 
Countries of Europe. 

We know * that other Nationi want » Ch. 45. 
neither the Art, nor the Materials for $ 2 


making Cloth. 


I know d that it is generally believed, 4 a. 1 
that the making of Cloth abroad, of Y 

our Wool, is that which deſtroys our 
Trade; bat that is a Miſtake. 

We know that other Nations want Ch. 105 
neither Art nor Materials for the S.. 
Woolen Manufacture. 

Others Nation have Wool as * Aga 1 
as Great Britain and Ireland; and tis 
but cheating ourſelves, to fancy that 
all the Materials for Woolen Cloth are 


of our own Growth, Portugal, as well 
8 8 as 
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4 * 48. 


Þ Chap. 87. 


9. 5 


(Ch. 5 tolr - 


from HENCE, (8. Note.) 1 


I EMor Ks „wont, Ne. 


have for their nds A 6h 122. 


PRE 
Without ihe-Help of our Wool, 
there could be no ordinary low 


priced Cloth made. (Chap, 62. 


5. 2.0 


3 dal lite the Dutch 100110 the 


Chrap. we 
as Spain, has bettet Wool than ever 
grew in England. 
Te * wy Ga . wen 
the Growth of other Countries, 0 
well as England, and in fone Chr. 
fries, in much mote Perfection than 
in England : and they "have Dying 
p anne Hebe. 
French) mak the wort; as wal as the 


beſt of all Manufaftures, that we ; may be in © Caparity ſti ike the 01 of ſerving 


all Markets and all Humours, 


2. If the Wools of England and 
Ireland were ſecured. from Exporta- 


yon to F oreigners,, doubtleſs England 
would. be the GENERAL | 
for the WHOLE, UnzveRse,, for the 


ARKET 


+ , . \ 


By keeping 0UR oe at wr 
Foreigners could  oNLY be ſu pplied 

When Foreigners . CAy'T have 
OUR Wool, we may fix our Goods 
at what Rates we pleaſe, and diſpoſe _ 
of them, at whatever Rates we think 
. to fix them. (Ch. 148. 8.9.) 


5 


"this 1 No * to the Skill of thei; r Forkme 


particular Clotbiers, &c. Chap. 12 8.8. 

3- The Wools of Spain are finer 
than any other; yet will they not 
ſort in Work with any but Enghi/b . 
Wool; neither will they be wrought _ 
into Cloth, without the a and 


* Ste Chap. 163. F. 1. 


2. The uli Manufatture rs often 
called OUR  Manfo#t: ure, 0uR OWN 
Manig aftur e; 45 if. Wool was not 
the Work of 4, y. other Country ; 1. 95 
as if other tries did not know bow 
to work it ups, Ch. 103.8. 1. Note, . , 

We compliment our elves wi 

N 9 Manu mfaFure, cal it OUR 
un We en Many facture, nds if th 
Wax no ach 1778 5 the "Worl but 

in Great Britain ; 5 and get it a cer- 
rainy known _ that. other, Nations 

. Art; or Maregraus 12 

Per formance. Ch $107, Kr 
Woolen Goods are the Stap le Com un 
: dity of England, in which 1 555 i 

natural Advantage of reat U 

of. very e Weo of er « BAN 


and; & e Stock ? of 


3 Cy V. — 14 A. 
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2 It o bath 1 ene, more. Ran 
once, before the Parliament, that xo 


-CLeTH;above.ao 5, 4 ard, white, 


135 1145 be ard, mixed, . 00 me Dran 
of En liſh W it. ge” 
ein Nen Faso) bi, 

* *. — * wo V den * NY) 


7.8 K. bid ak 20 c 


Mixture. of, H. Wool Nr 41. 
. 4.) Neither will, any 


1 0 worker, buy e and 
5 Cloth) becauſe 


5 1 9 8 5 exceeding 


r can they be manufactured toge- 


tain of "Ireland, (Chap. 131. f. 5.) 
4. Foreign, 


part is ſo coarſe and hairy chat it 


for 24 Trade, without the A(- 
on 


at 


* 
T 


8. c 


52 1 cu arly is 
Meet fit only 145 a Sort 
2 Cloth for e and Fiſher- 


men. (Chap. 55. F. 3.) 


is of that Nature and "Quality, 
it WILL NOT, make CtorTu c or Sou 
for Orna ament or le, without a 


Fiſe (Chap. 11 
| Th Brent TE 0 good Cloth 


wk their own Wool, without at leaſt 
ene third of En wg 


vith it 8 +: + 2 


Fun i in Planidlers 3 
Cloth, (Chap. 15 

Tbe pms ha, + 
. (Ibid. 5. 2.) 


Chap AAS MEMOIRS, on; ) OO, &c. 


fot, that it cannot be 1 yo with the 
ſe hairy Wool of foreign Groth; 


ther, without the Wool of Great Bri= 
Wool for the 'moft 


ti doug on 7 
cannot make ſeveral Aﬀortments r ra Car 


The Wool of France and 9 — 
tain and Ireland; yet ſeveral large 


1570 of OURE, (7. e. Engliſh or 


G g 2 5 Toe 


rr —— IIS 
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dee ¶ Chap. 161163.) Difiogin 
Univerſel du Commerce. 

Ser particularly, Chap. 1 56. = 
Chap. 158. 5. *- $5951 bluse 915 
A. Remorantin « 10 7 Falk 6 


white. Cloths, half of Spaniſh Wool, §. 3 
half of fine Wool of Berry; which 
Chths are fit to be dyed Scarlet. 

A Carcaſſone , the Cloths are made 4 Chap. 167. 
of Heul of Beier, Narbonne, ond ö + 
Spain. eee W e ad] 


. 1 * 
. . % 
* 8 Y " 5 1. % F 4 1 


* 17 J 
* 


4. Of ane Plies uo Wal an Eten 89. 
e "Sorts, and * 
10 the e it is fitteſt 
for ; z 0 if” that Pleece were all 
carded through other, the hairy Part 


would, ſpoil the finer Der = Mar | 


Matter may blemiſh any Thing. 
[Though the Wools of France 
are not (much of them) equal to 


Spaniſh and Portugal Wools, nor ge- 


nerally to the Wools of Great Bri- 


"75% af 


Provinces of France “, biz. Lan- 
guedoc, Berry, Normandy, Bur- 
gundy, Picardy, and Champagne, 

produce Wools in good | Plenty, which 
make Cloth, IT moon 3 Ge. my 


fur. 
Wool, to mix 
of Wool ; thoſe of the Country, and 


There come from Hol we, tao o Sorts 


thoſe that the Dutch have from Ger- 


'niany, Pam ieradiia 'Dafit New Pruſſia, Brunſwick. Theſe are combed and 
1 wot / rhey' make very Jour uo ue mne and you fine 
£1 4 57 


Mts wit moſt anſra Branches of Trae i in 


* 


* 


| 

N 

75 

{ 
" 
Ha 


1 
> =o — — 


0 

3 —_ » 6,4" * — | OT — -y 

of I. * _—— * Fn =" - — ” 
XR.” II, - + £4r% _ , Met ths 


E 


br ferns wen ö IS 4 eo 54g: 


the French] Manufactures. But if they, or other Foreigners, are pleaſed with 


' MEMOIT RS OP WOOL, &c. x Chap. | 175. 
The fine Cloths of France are of three Forts; ; the fineſt is made of the fine 


Wool of Segovia, without any Mixture; the ſecond of Segovia Wool, and that 
of Albarazin ; the third of ather middle Sorts 6 Spaniſh Wool. (Chap. x 56, 


$- 3-) 
Hawe we forgot that our Draps de Berry, Tc took their Names from their; 


a worſe made Cloth than ours, becauſe it is cheaper, are not they in the ri 'ghe fo 
gratify them ? (Chap. 102... 7. Note.) 
The Druggets of Rheims are commonly made of fine Segovia Wool, ſpun 


very fine. (Chap. 1 56. F. 9.) 


In Serge facon de Londres, the Warp is . longeſt and fineſt Wool of 
Berry; the Woof, Prime and Second of Spain, and Portugal. (F. 16.) 
Perpetuanas fine, Engliſh like, are made at Montpelier, Niſmes, Caſtres, 
and other Cities of Languedoc, (where no Enghſþ Wool is pretended to 
come) ſome for Cadiz, others for Italy. (5. 17.) 


5. French Wool is not worth above 
4 J. a Pack; mixed with Engliſh, it 
is worth above 12 J. a Pack. (Chap. 
51. §. 114) 

One Pack of Britiſh or Iriſh 
Wool, will work up two beſides it- 
ſelf, of the coarſe harſh Wool of 
foreign Growth ; which otherwiſe 
would be uſeleſs, in reſpect to their 
foreign Trade with Turky, Spain, 


and. Portugal. (Chap. 131. F. 8.) 


F. 4.) 


At Moncontan, the Stuffs made, are Tiretaines of different Faſhions, of the 
Refuſe of Wool, from Niort, Bourdeaux, Xaintes, and Senſa. (Chap. 160. 


9.4“ 
6. Why ſhould we be at the 


Trouble of contriving to go cheap to 
Mar ket, 


per Colour. (Chap. 140. F. 1.) 
At Rethel, the Mixture which the Workmen make of common Wool, mixed 
with fine, lowers conſiderably the Price and Quality of their Goods, (Chap. 1 58. 


5. The Wool of Tours [which is 
of the coarſe Sort of French Wool] 
is commonly ſold from 60 to 7 5 Livres 
the Quintal, (viz. about 6 J. 10 5, 
the Pack, on a Medium.) Chap. 162. 
9.7. 
A great Part of the Wool of France 
hath a ſiichel Hair in it, like ſome of 
our Wool in Norfolk, and ſome Parts 
of the North. This Hair continues to 
/tare out, make it into what Goods you 
will ; neither- will it dye into any pro- 


6. The French can be in NO WANT 
of Wool, 2 they ſhould not be 
Jupphicd 


Market, as the French, and have the 
Price of our Goods beat down, when 
we can at once hinder them from 
going to Market at all, and by ha- 
ving the Market to oURSELvEs be 
able to fix oux owN PRICESs. (Chap. 
145. $. 10.) 
If we do (as we may do) prevent 
the Exportation of Wool, we ſhall 
put it out of the Power of Fo- 
reigners to make the Goods they 
now make, and conſequently oBL1GE 
THEM to buy of us. (Ch. 141. F. 3.) 
The French make wherewith to 
ſupply themſelves, and other Na- 
tions; which they couLD No Do, 
were they not furniſhed with Wool 
from England and Jreland ; their 
own being unfit to work by itſelf. 
(Chap. 114. F. 9.) * 
Ti fully demonſtrated by the 
great Charge and Riſk England's 
Rivals run, in getting the [if 
Wool, that, as they do not need it 
for Quantity, having Wool of their 
own, ſo 'tis for Quality ; without 
which they cannot work up their 
own into ſuch Goods, that they rival 
England in. (Chap. 125. F. 2.) 


Chap. 175. MEMOIRS oe WOOL; ec. 


ſupplied with any from England ry 
Ireland. (Chap. 105, f. 12.) 
Ie is allowed, tht French can be in 


no want 'of fine Wool rom Spain - 


They can bave ſufficient coarſe Wool 
alſo,, without coming into England. 
b. 13. | 

We take only from Spain, the fine 
Segovia Wool; but the Spaniſh have 
ſeveral other Sorts, which anſwer all 
the Uſes of Engliſh Wool. So that 
France, without coming to us, can- 
not want Wool for any PAkT of the 
Woolen Manufacture. F. 14. 

Foreigners CANNOT BE PREVENT- | 
ED FROM MAKING CLoTH, Ch, 73. 
$. 4. 
At Beauvais, are made fine Serges, 
of Engliſh Wool only. Reveches 


- 
* 


2 
„ A * 
* ( 
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I W See above 


Engliſh-like, of French Wool. Han- 5. 5. (B) viz. 


nels, Engliſh-like, of the ſame, vix. * 
French Wool. (Chap. 157. F. 10.) 
['Tis the Iriſh and Engliſh who 
run the Riſk] * preferring a certain 
Gain to the Dangers which they 
© have a Chance to eſcape.' [It 7s 


for its Quality, that our Rivals do buy 


the Engliſh and Iriſh Wools; and 
that Quality is, the PRICE of it] de- 
© preſſed at HOME, below its natural 


© Value, in Conſequence of A MonoeoLy, occaſioned by prohibiting abſo- 
* Jutely the Exportation of Wool,” Ch. 153. $. 6. Ch. 148. F. 32. 


* 


(A) 


1, By engroſſing the Wool of 


Ireland, we ſhould engroſs the whole 
Woolen Trade to ourſelves, without 
the 


Nv M B. III. 


(B) 


1. Notwithſtanding the contrary 1s 
a Common Plea, yet thoſe who know any 


Thing of the Matter, are well aſſured 
that 


/ * 


Moncon- 


&c, 


q po * — — Y”— . — CO te 2 — ä — 1 , 
. *% = 2 x. «4 | FEW 1 4 by _ 


» 
„ | . - 


* * 1 
— 
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the Poſſibility of being rivalled zand that liſh Woo: and; Yarn] are 4 
Means to redu the Price. of English 


{we ſhould} have it in our Power 
(as the Hollandersdo' by their Spices) 
1 — S "_ 
b. * - ' 


2 2. The Demands for. our Goods 
abroad, were always preateſt, and 
the Price of them, and of \unma- 
nufactured Wool, was always higheft, 


when the leaſt Wool was exported. - 
unmanuisRueed. LI "es; + 10.) 


* fie, our Wool was one third more 
in Value than it is now (1739.) We 
had a current Demand for all the 
Goods we manufactured; ; and not- 
withſtanding the foreign Demand 


for Wool ceaſed, and ky the Wool 
and Yarn of Jre/and was brought to 
us, becauſe it could not be run 
abroad, yet the Price of it certainly 
roſe, (Ch. 140. F. 18.) from 7 J. 10 3. 
to 11 J. a Pack. (Ch. 141. F. 13.) 
cba. 254. When Ships lay Quarantine (mean- - 
ing the. ſame Time of the Plague at 
Marſeilles) Wool advanced from 13 

1 7 ee Er Tod. We _ N 


IS Ne "Fil or left fo FN at Sea. The Effetts of the Plague 
could nat ceaſe, uch rhe Diſtemper, .1 Accordingly, the, Waplen, Exports fron 
England, ere wet only greater in 1724 and in 1722, chan in 1718 and 1719, 
but alſo in 1723 and 1724. Nevertheleſs,. Wool, in England, Lell in Price 
all the while; and in 1724, was become confiderably cheaper than in 1719 and 


1920, 


2 


Thing, a efending-thaUtikiey of it 


the: Time, when, Woob ſelling well in 


117. f. 13. Note. 
3. | When the Pldguto-war tende 


Price; and 14 e, moſt probably, "a; 


' Common was exported from England; 


ſeilles, June! 170. It raged near two 


Wool, in England. According, at 
Times, ug n eme admitting the 


to the Public, Chap, af. 6. 7. 
Nore. See Chap. 124. 6. 5. 


2. Ibere if. an Igfhane to be gin of 


England, there muas nat room 10 ſup- 
poſe, from other Circumſtances, that it 
was at that very Time exported, at 
leaſt, as much as at a . TOP 


3. Wool. » was, one Third, deaver af 
the Time off the Plague breaking out at 
Marſeilles, than in 1 739. But 1 

Jay that it had advanced, upon the Oc- 
Caſion, of that Incident, is a direft 
Falſebiod. On the contrary, it fell in 


one Reaſm, becauſe ' /efs Wool thon 


and bectuſe 4 greater Share thon 
uſual; of rb Wool and Yarn of Ire- 
land, was tbes brought to England. 

'The Plague" broke < out at Mar- 


Nears. During which Time, | the 
French. had. na. Mad from theſe * 
Parti: Their Mangſocturers were 
Hecht away, by the Peſtilence ; ond 


4s Wool 


Chap- J. MEM DTRY oro W 0 D141 Gd 
: 14 Woof id e fallen to . Thus: mach Was- tis fic u 
10 10 5. und y L u Pack. And it is Witfieſs. Ir wasri fold un 175. 
computed that France has certainly, and fur ſemm Nur br fort, far: »hs 

at. this" Time, 300j006;- probably Silver than what it! 1 582; was H 
30 oo o Packs of Bagkſb: and vid the ancient Price; and, for lid. 
Wool, yearly} betcauſe there are not ver, by at leaſt one Wird, than it ac- 
now a Third Part of che Number zually-did ſell for in 158 1. 


of Combers; Scriblers, and Carders abet though great: Cemplainis were * SP 142. 


in England andvue/andy Which were leurd, at: this Time, and-partiewlatly * 
in n * n ur a feu Nears blur, of a Desdneſs 
of Trade, occafongd, \as d,, fard-to 
he 23 wh the 8 of Wool: Tet, from Cuſtom-Houſe Ac- 
cunts, finte: then, eoebibited ta Parliament, if approrethat Abm/1737+8; (the 
very Inflant when theſe Complaints avere loudeſt, ) the Engliſh Woolen — ng 
1 ꝓ greater tbun in tbe Year: e 1 Leun e en- 
n others, to the Vear 1773. 91017 bugs soo e. ö loo 1 1» 


N N. B. There is is not one Tittle of material Truth in wo fortgeing No. 1, 2, 3. 
{Column | A. A  Nevertheleſ > . Juch have been the 22 current Hiſtory, Doc- 


vines, and Opinions upon this, lie. And the Reaſe on hy they have been, | 1 


indyftricuſly propagated, though falſe was the Convenience of then Jer the Pur- 


toe of Mone hear pe 
But though ſome Writers, . oppoſite Colin ( B) have, given thei ix J. Pimany 


N fagerber ] viz Fhat the French and other Foreigners cannot ſunport 
their Woolen Manuſactures, without the Help of Engl or Viſb Moo. 


Though, I. ſay b ibey plainly gius up "4 his, as alſo that other. ( the Conſequent8/of Kerr 


iti), That the preventing che Exportation of Exgiiſb or Tiſb Wool; ist 
Mens to walfe their Price at Home. And thungbrbey 1011) not yu: 
pröhfwftöry Tas ih Coſt ane 'efetIual," for preventing the Ruhms of 
. "We bol ; "Beetle [22d Probibimon is a Means to make it cheaper in Eng- 
land; zr offs %) 8 n Bengt of foreign Trade, they bold that Policy 
22 % — 25 hn Much "the fare Principles, on which they bu (ſame of 
em) 20 eM Eat India Manufactures in England, a/thiugh they - 


confeſrdly do Dior the d Price uf Wool, an Cain the en 
the Food od be e rr een 
e dees ndr end Ned W 1h\4 AEQCI I W r nne. 


- 
Their 


Y 


againſt. one. Point, (for ſupporting. which, all. the reſt bove been invented g 


| 
* 

289 — 
, | 


** 


f r war, 4 24s 6. & <m—_ *y £454 — —_— r 123 - 7 


240 MEMOIRS Or WOOL, ec. 


Their Arguments to this End (which becauſe not quite popular, have there. 
fore been more ſparingly uſed) are as follows, (No. 4. (A) with the contrary 
| Sentiments of eminent Merchants, in the Column (7. 


| NU M B. IV. | 
(A) is (B) 
f Chap. 100. 1. It is the Exportation, and not 1. The , firſt and beſt Market of 
$. 22 the Conſumption of Woolen Manu- England, are the Natives and Inbabi- 


facture, that muſt bring Profit to 
the Kingdom. {Chap. 79. F. 2.) 

w F. 10. 2. The natural Way of promot- 
ing the Woolen Manufacture is, not 
to force its Conſumption at home. 


(Chap. 79. $. 20.) 


k Chap. 98. 3. By a great Conſumption of 
5 . Woolen Manufacture in this King- 
dom, the Public will not reap ſuch 
an Advantage as ſome imagine. (Cb. 

i Chap. 103. 79. . 24.) 
§. 2. In the Woolen Manufacture, Eng- 
land does not get by what is ſpent 
here (5. 26.) ; 400,000 Pounds worth 
* Chap. 69. of our native Goods, fold abroad, 
* does add more Wealth to the Na- 


tion's Stock, than four Millions 


worth of our Home Product, con- 
ſumed within the Kingdom. (5. 29.) 


and become of the ſame common Intereſt with moſt of their Countrymen. 
Chap. 114. 4. The Eſtates of England are 
raiſed too high, their Labour is 700 
d:ar. If they will have Commerce, 
they muſt ſufter their Eſtates to 


§. 22. 


fall, their Labour to lower its Price. 


(Chop. 129. F. 3.) 


r rr 


Let ought therefore to be the Thing prin- 


Chap. 17. 


tants of England, 


2, Our ons Conſumption, of our 
own People, are tbe beſt and greateſt 
Market for the Product and Manu- 
Jactures of our own Country. The 
Preſervation and Increaſe of this Mar- 


cipally regarded, 

3. 'Tis al Maxim generally aſ. 
ſented to, That a Trade may be of Be- 
nefit to tbe Merchant, and an Injury 
to the Nation. 

The Merchant i may have a diſtinct 
Intereſt from that of his Country ; 
HE may thrive by @ Trade which ſhall 
be her Ruin, 

Merchants * , Shopkeepers, Arti- 
ficers, Clothiers, and other Manu- 

facturers, are not the beſt Judges of 
Trade, as it relates to the Power 
and Profit of a Kingdom; till being 
grown rich, they leave off their Trades, 


4. It encourages | Merchants to in- 
creaſe their Exports, when they find a 
quick Vent for their Imports. 

It cannot be il! with Land, but 
Trade muſt feel it. (Chap. 47. §. 1.) 


When 


Chap. 276. 


5. Tis not the Benefit, nor Inte- 
reſt of England, that Wool. fhould 
hear an high Price, in our Markets 
at home. (Chop. 79. f. 23) 

' Cheapneſs of Materials is the 
moſt proper Means of increaſing 
the Vent of the Manufacture. (Ch. 


73. 5 4˙0 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. 
When Trade deadens in the Fountain, when the Gentlemen and Farmers are 
zept low, every one in his Order feels it. 


(Chap. 114. f. 22.) 

5. To forbid the Export of any 
Commodity to another Country, is to 
command it to be fold at your own 
Price, to yourſelves. (Ch. 129. F. 1.) 

They that give the be Price for a 
Commodity, ſhall never fail to have 
it, by one Means or another, notwith- 
ſtanding the Oppoſition of any Laws, 
by Sea or Land, Of ſuch Force, 


Subtilty, and Violence, is the general Courſe of Trade. (Chap, 48. f. 4.) 


. 
tA W. Moth... ths ** *** 
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CH AP. 


CLXXVI. 


A Recapitulation, or ſummary Account of the Price of Wool in 
England, and of the Engliſh Exportations in general, and 
Woolen Exports, in particular, at ſeveral Periods, as they 
have accurred in the foregoing Chapters, and elſewbere . 


Whence may be ſeen, at one View, of Wool, its Riſe, or 


Fall; of the Woolen Trade, 
volutions, Ec. 


its * Declenſions, Re- 


N. B. The ancient Prices and Sums are here reduced to the Quantity 7 : Silver f 4 . + 
(nearly) in the preſent Coin of Great Britain. 


8 8 + & 
1. J D. 1198, Wool per Tod — — o 15 © 1 
2. A. D. 1337-8, Wool the beſt — 1 8 5 * 5. 
| Ws .. Dd 
92 A. D. 1339, Wool at — _ R I2 © «Ch. 5, $8. 
110 
4- 1800 ' Sacks within the County of Ne, a — 1 10 o ch. 5. 4. 2. 
500 Sacks, of Nortingbam, at — — 1 4 
Soo Sacks, of Derby, at — _ 1 4 
J00 backs, of Cumberland and Weſtmoreland, at 111 


Vol. II 


8 


Hh 


& "a 4 ** A a 
223 N * bee e Js 3 p 


- * 
— 2 - - g 8 
— = — — * * — 
add ay _— * — 


— * - 
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= 


| 1 
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| 
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2 Ch. 8. 5. 6. A. D. » 1390) when Wool was ſo cheap, by reaſon of. 0 


* Ch. 15. 7. A. D. 1533, Clothing Wool, the beſt, at — 1 
Hp 77 8. A. D. 1581, the ancient Price (as then accounted) the!“ 13 4 
preſent Price, (via 1581) — — 10 
2 0 
* Ch. 33 9. A. D. 1622, Wool fallen * — FPS 
viz. to — e — oO 18 o 
10. A. D. 41641, Auguſt, three Years Wool of Belton and | 
Rippingale, Lincolnſhire, _ — * 1 
39: 11. A. D. 1651, Ordinary Engh/h Wool at — 1 
70.2 4 12. Before the Reſtoration (1660) Wool of Romney Marſh, LJ 
$. 11. commonly, at — — | Fr | 
6. 12. 13. A. D.* 1647, — | — m/ — "ws - 
1648, — — 2 0 0 
h Ch. 58. 14. After ® the Year 1650, and before the Reſtoration Tow 1 
10. (41660) — — 4 © 0 
5 Os 60. 15. In; the Height of the Civil 1 War, "x" to 1 4 : 
6 « ok SW _ Pale 3g 
k Ch. . A 0 4 7 — —ů—ů— | 8 O 
9 13 in * A. D. 1 1670-1 I 
x See Ch. 7, * But, N. B. excluſive of the Duty, which at this Time, always made a Part in the Price ; 


> 1 & 3 465. and 8d.; in the whole 3 J. per Sack; which, the Shilling then weighing 213 Grains v, was 
„ Ch. 4. Ys. more than equal to 10 Shillings per Tod, of our preſent Money. Conſequently, Wool, even 
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| 7 A 

goo Sacks, of Leiceſter, at — I 14 „ 

100 Sacks, of Rutland, at — — 1 10 8 

400 Sacks, of Salop, at _— — — 1 19 2 

Ch. 6. 5. A. D. v 1353, Wool on a Medium, at — 316 


14 92 
9. a Law, which forbad Men to oy it, but to ſuch and ne 10 4 
0 


Places, it was ſold at Sts 


83 6 
*C. * $ A. D. 1425, Pure Wool, of Leiceſterſhire, at + — or 
k. 
J 24. Note. " 5 


and which I take to have been *, of Merchant Strangers, over and above the old Cuſtom of 1. 44: 


at this cheap Time, was ſold for, in the whole, per Tod, 1 1 5 5, and 1 J. Ig 185. nearly. 
+ See F. 6. Note pe 
” 18. 


= Pn 


4 % 4 
18. A. D. 1677, from — — o 13 0 Ara 56. F. 
82 3 — n 
19. A. D. 1694-6, a Medium Price 1 1 
20. A. D. 1698, ay re 1 N® 2. 6.6. 
21. A. D. 1704, in · Sceelend, from — I 10 © „ch. 89. 6. 
to cb — 0 20. . 
22. A. D. 1506, in» England, _— o 17 6 » Ch. 177. 
23. A. D. 1707 — — o 16 6 No. 1.4.1, 2. 
24. A. D. 1712, — 80 
25. A. D. 4 1713-14. — o 18 o 8 109. 
26. A. D. * 1717-18, — from 3 O .:Ch nor 
h | to I - 4 0 agg 7,8. 
27. A. D. 1737-8, 9, 40, 41, 42, fromo 11 © 8 13. 
to 13 © 4 1 
| and © 14 o * 
28, A. D. 1743, — from o 19 6 2 77 l. 
„ 
and 1 1 © 
29. AD," 1753, Wool and Woolens exported, with their Cu- · G. 6. 
ſtoms, 1 737,021 16 4 


30. A. D. » 1564, FR Woolen Trade from England to Antwerp ingly 4 
at the loweſt reckoning -I 750,000. Beſides which *, there was a Trade mn * 
from England to Amſterdam, Hamburgh, Scotland, Ireland; probably, to 
France; certainly to Sweden and Ruſſia, if not ſome to the Streights too. 


31. A. D. 16017. The Company of Merchant Ad-) L 1 a 25. N 
denturers (in Number, about 3 500) * Cloths . 1,000,000 * 
to the yearly Value of — 

Beyond which, there was a Trade to "Ruff, Sweden, Scotland, Ireland, 
France, a clandeſtine Trade to Spain, a conſiderable one to Turky, a Trade 
to Barbary, and that of the Merchants of the Stil lyard. 

32. A. D. 1612-13 *, Total . 6. 4. "— 27. H. 
Exports from England | — 2,487,435 7 107 | 
Imports * . — 2,141,151 10 oo 
Balance — — 3 — 346,283 17 10 
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ch. 30.5%. 33, 4. D. 1621-2 Total L. 1. 
Exports — * TE 2,320,436 12 1 

Imports — — 2,619,315 oo © 

| Contra Balance — — * 298,78 07 02 
dCh.43.P.8. 34. A. D. 1662-3 . Total Bo 
Exports 9 2,022,812 04 oo 

Imports — 3 — 4,016,019 18 oo 

Contra Balance — — _— 1,993,207 a © 

eCh.49% 35. A. D. 1668-9. Total „ 
2, Nate. Exports — * 8 2,003,274 19 oo 
Imports — — — 4,196,139 17 oo 

Contra Balance — — — 2, 8 


— — 


36. A. D. 1699 . Total 
Exports — — 


6,788,166 17 6 


In 1662 and 1668, Woolen Exports could not exceed 


oor om e me 5 9oo, doo 00 o 

But, in 1699, amounted to 2,932,292 17 6 

Ch. 88.5. 4 37. A. D. 17035. Total Exports 6,044,103 00 0 
t E ay by 38, A. D. 1710. 7 Total 6,690,828 15 27 
— bbs, A. D. 1715 Exports 17.379, 10 03 © 
308. 174 309. A. D. 1743*. Woolen Exports 5,403,993 0 9 
A. D. 1723. Woolen Exports 6,288,152 00 0 

40. A. D. 1737-8. WooLEN EXPORTS in IN 158,643 17 © 

YEAR ONLY | 

8 — — — 
827 * P. 8. Here note the very low Price of Wool, Ann. 1737-8, and at the 


very ſame Time, the high State of the Engliſb Woolen' Exportation * 
; P = 
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Wool was now, at the ancient Price (as it was eſteemed, Arn. 1581") of i $.8. 
a Mark a Tod, and leſs. And yet the Woolen Exports, of this Year; 
amounted to upwards of roux Mil TToxs Sterling; twice as much as, about 
the Year 1698, was uſually accounted of, by Mr. King and Dr. Davenant 
MoRE, by above a MILL1ON, than in the great Year 1699 k, certainly; k g. 36. 
and probably, by ſtill more, than in the next great Year of Trade (1703 1) 16. 37. 
MORE, by near as much, than when England reaped the Advantage of that 
calamitous Circumſtance, the Plague at Marſeilles. -- Nevertheleſs---Woor, 
not at the old Price, of 158 1 (which was 20 and 22s. per Tod) zur at (what 
in 1581, was accounted the ancient Price) a Mark a Tod, or leſs; a Price, 
ancient as Wheat at 8d. the Buſhel, the Gooſe at 4d, and the Hen at 
1d. 0b. 

An untoward Circumſtance this, it muſt be owned, to the Graſiers and 
Farmers, the Tenants ! The Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy, their Landlords! 
And how did Zheſe, with the reſt of the Landed Intereſt, behave under 
it? Why, hearing extraordinary Complants, on the Part, and in behalf 
of the Manufacturers, they were touched with Compaſſion for them 
chiefly. 

It was natural enough to conclude a ſufficient Ground for thoſe Com- 
plaints, from that fingle Circumſtance, the e Price of Wool. And the 
Managers alſo and Advocates (in Appearance at leaſt) for the ManufaQu- 
rers, had the Art to offer that Circumſtance, in Proof that there was à real 
Decay in the Woolen Exportation Trade (than which, we have ſeen, nothing 
was leſs true). Thus, the Briti/h Woolen Manufafurers, to the Members of 


Fam Ann. 1737 ®, © Your Honours are fully apprized even by n Ch. 132 


your Tenants, that the Effects of a declining Trade are now generally felt; 8.3 
* and no general Cauſe can be aſcribed, but the great Decay of our 
* Woolen Exportation Trade. 
The Author of O&/ervations on Britiſh Wool &c. 1738, (p. 53.) © Our 
Trade is conſiderably decreaſed—And even the Landbolder finds the In- 
convenience thereof, by the preſent low Price of Wool.. 
Again, the Author of an Eſay on the Cauſes of the Decline of pn Elo &, 
Trade, &c. (begun in the Year 1739, printed 1744) That the foreign 
Trade of Britain declines, will appear by the following Symptoms, vig. 
© The Low PRICE or Wool, Sc. I appeal (ſays he) to the Experience of « Page 6 
"every honeſt Man converſant in Trade, whether it does not decline, 
* Year after Year; eſpecially on WooLEN TRADE. 


They 


mmm ĩ¼ . 


@- 


24.6 - MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. Chap. 196, 
o Page 15. They who furniſh all the World with Wool, have the leg of the ma- 
* ſafturing of it among themſelves. 
p Page 38. The declining ? Demand for Woolen Goods abroad, falls the Price of 
| | Wool at home. 
5 20h. 141: Mr. Wr B BRA, The preſent /ow Price of Wo:l ſhews the great Decay 
. 9. 15. of our Trade. Hence it is evident, that we have not one THIRD Parry 
© of the Quantity of Goods carried to foreign Markets, which we formerly 
© had. 
And Mr. L:wndes intitles his Scheme, printed 1745. by Order of the 

Houſe of Commons, A Scheme 
© In order to RE-ESTABLISH the Woolen Manufacture of England. 
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ADDITIONS. 


CHAP. CLXXVIL 
HisPANIA ILLUSTRATA, * &c, printed 1703. 


Containing, 


LeTTERS from ſeveral Bngliſh Ambaſſadors in Spain, t Lord Arlington 
and other Miniſters at London, in the Reign of K. CuarLes II. 


From 
1. Lord SANDWICH'S Diſcourſe (1667) of the Advantages to be had in Sp A1N, 


Have made the beſt Inquiry I can into the Segovia Wools, and judge it 


ney where they ſell again, will be conſiderable, and the Dependance on 
OTHER NAT10NS for Leave to vend it, (for but a ſmall Quantity of it is 
vended in ENGLAND,) and at this preſent the Spaniards have Liberty to ell 
their Wool to whom they pleaſe ; and I don't know how eaſily they can be 
reduced into a Monopoly. Nevertheleſs, I have heard there is ſome De- 
ſign of reducing the ſelling of Wool into the King of Spain's own Hands; 
and when that is once ſettled, perhaps ſome Advantage may be gotten for 
the managing ſuch a Proportion of this M ool, as is for our Intereſt. 


This Book having eſcaped us in our former Edition, an Extract from it is therefore placed 
firſt in theſe Additions ; and the rather, becauſe a Perſon, who ſtiled himſelf V. Temple of Trow- 
bridge, Gent, attempting to refute a principal Argument in Memoirs of I oo, not only charged 
the Author with what he was pleas'd to call a Fergery, but gave it to be underſtood, that he had 
from this very Trac a clear Authority for ſo doing. | | i 

The imputed Forgery is Ch. 172. of this Work; and particularly, for what Part of it relates 
to the Price of ſeveral Sr ANISsH Wools at Am/terdam, about the latter End of 77, 1719. 
To diſprove which, it was pretended to confront the ſame with an Account of like Nature from 
SPAIN, by Sr FF. Gadelybin, in 1667. : 

And though Ch. 172. being taken from an Author of unJoubted Credit, will ſpeak ſuficiently 
for itfelf, yet it may not be amiſs to obſerve occaſionally Mr. Temple's FR Aub, in Hopes to 
1 woid a Fruth he was unwilling to admit, becauſe of its making, as conceived, againſt himſelf ; 

=y_ * againſt a certain Claſs of Perſons, whom he thought proper to eſpouſe with uncommon 
Varmth, 


You. 38; 83 From 


very difficult, if not impoſſible, to enjoy them by way of Monopoly * ; for. Chap. 
there requires ſo great a Stock of Money to manage it, as may be eſtimated F- 21. 
at two Millions of Pieces of Eight ; and then the Forbearance of the Mo- 


Page 106. 


§. 15. 


c See Chap. 
178. F. 14. 


§. 11. 


4 Chap. 152. 


> 


% 
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From 
2. A Diſcourſe by Sir W. Godolphin, (1667) touching the Wools or 8p ay, 


As for the Wools, becauſe it was Part of our Inſtructions, to gain the beſt 
Information I could, whether it were a practicable Deſign to get for Eng- 
land the ſole Merchandize of them, and that they might not be vended to 
any other Nation, (in Exchange whereof we were inſtructed to offer unto 
Spain the ſole Merchandize of our Tin) I made the beſt Inquiry I could 
into the Nature and Traffic of this Commodity, both at Madeid and 
Bilboa ; and took a Journey Expreſs to Segovia, for my better Information ; 
and upon the whole Matter I judge % © % * 9 +4, 

3. There is nothing of this Nature wherein the Spaniards are more cu- 
rious than in the Manner of feeding their Sheep ; which contributeth much 
to the well Growth and Fineneſs of their Fleece. The Owners of them 
do therefore, againſt the Winter Seaſon, ſend them to the warmer Climate 
of E/iremadura ; from whence, in the Month of May, they are brought to 
Segovia, and there ſhorn ; and from thence driven to the cold Mountains 


v Chap. 184. of Leon, where they feed all the Summer long. + 


4. The Wooli of Spain * are commonly known by the Names of Sego- 
via, Soria, and Andalufia || . SEGOVIA is the fineſt, and is ſold (neither 
ſorted nor waſhed, but juſt as it comes off the Sheep's Back) at 70 Reales 
Vellon, the Arroba : An Arroba is 25 Pounds Weight: Soria Wools are 
next in Fineneſs, and in like Manner are ſold at 50 Reales Vellon, the Ar- 
roba. Andaluſia Wools are the worſt and coarſeſt, and are in like Manner 
ſold at 20 Reales the Arroba, | 

5. He that buys the Segovia and Soria Wools at the firſt Hand, does waſh 
them, and then divides them into a firſt, ſecond, and third Sort. 


1 Here he repeats verbatim what is given before (F. 1.) as from Lord Sandwich. 

+ That this cannot be the genera] Uſage with all Sheep in Spain, common Senſe muſt tell us e. 
And therefore we are to underſtand that they are ſelect Flocks, perhaps of a certain Kind and 
Age, which under this Management produce what are properly, i. e. technically and in a mercantile 
Senſe, not only called Spanifh Tools, but emphatically ſuch, here (§. 7.) by the Name of SEG0» 
via CLoTH Wools ; and by Mr. Savary, Segowianas Leoniſas, becauſe ** the Sheep arte fed 
& upon the Mountains of Leen, which are excellent Paſturage.“ 

That is, Spaniſh Molt, in the Senſe before noted. 
| But ſee them diſtinguiſhed by various other Names, (Ch. 159, 172, 182. $. 5+) 


6, The 


capri _ADETIONS ; - 
6. The Wool being thus divided, every Sort is put up by itſelf in Can- 


vas Bags that will hold from ſeven and a half Arrobas to eight“, and from 
thence carried to the ſeveral Ports to be ſhipped off. 


7. Being in the Ports, every Bag of 200 . Weight in Sortment (Sxco- 
via CLorn WooL) is ſold at from 1350 to 1400 Reales Vellon. 
8. The Sortment of Segovia is 


Of the net 33 
Of the ſecond 2 C Bags. + 
Of the third 1 


What we underſtand here is, that the Wool and Bags together, are to be 200 1b. Weight, 
of which the Wool not leſs than ſeven and a half Arrobas. (See F. 7.) | 


15 Bales, there are 12 Prime, 2 Second, and 1 Tierce. But though this Account of Sir . G 
dolphin in 1667, and that of Mr. Savary, above 50 Years later, do not accord in the Sortment ; 
yet do they tally with ſome Exactneſs, in the Condition of S HANH Woo, as it comes off the 
Sheep's Back; which both agree is abſolutely in all its Dirt; unwasn'd. And, as Mr. Sa- 
vary makes the MWaſte in waſhing to be from 17 Arrobas f to 8, ſo Sir V. Godolphin gave the Price 
of an Arroba, as it came off the Sheep's Back, at 70 Reales Vellon; - when waſh'd, at from 
168 to 175 3 that is, at from 1350 to 1400 Reales Vellon for 8 Arrobas, or the Bag, of 200 /b. 
which is much in the ſame Proportion; Allowance being made for the Labour in waſhing. 

Here then was Mr. Temple's FRAUD, ift, in endeavouring to paſs it upon the Public, that 
Wool in Spain, coming off the Sheep's Back in all its Dirt, without being previouſly waſhed, was 
| juſtin the ſame Condition with Wool in England, bought in the Fleece from the Farmer, viz. 
clean waſh'd, as it could be, before ſhearing ; whereas the Difference is, what hath been men- 
tioned, and that a very conſiderable one. ; 

2dly, Mr. T. would have had it believed that Spaniſh Wool ſold in Sortment, is like the ſelling 


Prices.——And that the Prices mentioned, both by Sir V. Godolphin, and Mr. Savary, of Spaniſh 
Waal, are only of the Prime alone; whereas, the contrary is expreſsly mention'd by both. 
(See F 9. of this Chap. and Memoirs of Mocl, Chap. 152.4. 12.) 

3dly, Not diſtinguiſhing between the FINE Wooks of Spain, and thoſe called common, or or- 
dinary, he endeavour'd to put upon his Reader the Price of the latter for the former. 

That the Prices of Spaniſh Wool had varied between 1667 and 1119, is nothing ſtrange ; Such 
Variations at ſeveral Times, appear fufficiently in Memoirs of Mol; and particularly, in the 


it altogether improbable that in Spain, the Proportions in Sortment had been alter'd. 
Exactneſs than Sir V. Godolpbin's Station and Leiſure would permit him to do. | 


However, allowing Mr. T. his Liberty of not giving Mr. Savary Credit, preferably to Sir //. 
Codolphin, yet will not that excuſe his ſyppreſſing Sir Vs Teſtimony, of the Difference (from 


70 to 175 


vary, that the waſhing of theſe Wools for Sale by the Sorter or Stapler, and the 


atter a farther Waſte of 20 Pounds; 


was accounted 53 per Cent. yet was there by the 


the Condition in which Wool is fold by the Farmer in Eng/a::d. 


\ 
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+ According to Mr. Savary e, the Sortment of Spaniſh Hol, at Bilboa, is thus: In a Pile of « 


Year 1676, it was but about half ſo dear in England, as it had been 16 Years before g. Nor is $ See 
But if 60+ F- 5» 


not, Mr. Savary was likely to have informed himſelf in that and other Particulars, with more 


ellons the Arroba) between thoſe W ools abſolutely in their Dirt, as they came off the 
Sheep's Back, and as commonly waſhed for Sale. Nor could he, without a fucther [tention of 
FRAUD, ſpeak of thoſe Wools in Sortiment, as if they had been only the Prime, with the Second 
and Tierce thrown out; becauſe he had the contrary evidently before his Eyes, (§. 6, 7, 8, 9.) 
And moreover, he might have learned (Memoirs of 1% !, Chap. 152. §. 8, 9, by trom Mr. Sa- 
couring of them 

tor U/e by the Manufacturer, are two different iy 1g that though the Waſte by the m_ 
tnat 

before waſhing, it is termed Mool in its Dirt; before ſcouring, Wool in its Greaſe ; which laſt is 


1-33 9. When 


See Chap, 


* 162. $.12. 


f Chap. 152. 


of ſome Engliſb Wool ſorted, or, as he calls it, thrown into various Sorts, at very different 


Chap, 
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1 Chap. 39. 


§. 10. 


d See Chap, 
109. 

i Chap, 178, 
C 16. 

k Chap. 191. 
9.39. 


9. When the Buyer will have only the beſt of theſe Sorts, there is an In. 
creaſe of 20 per Cent. [or he pays the Price of 120 l. for only 100] becauſe 
the ſecond, and the third Sort, ſell for ſo much leſs. 

10. It is judged that theſe Wools are taken off in the following Man- 
ner, VIZ, | 
Bags. 
Holland, Hamburgb, and the adjacent Countries, 22000 
England, from 2000 * to — — — 7000 
France, from 6000 to — 7000 
Venice, and the Ports of Italy. — 3000 
Africa, Tunis, Algiers, &c. — — 1000 + 
11. A Doblon goes for 74 Reales Vellon. The intrinſic Value of a 
Piece of Eight is 4 5. 4 d. A Doblon is four Pieces of Eight, viz. 17 f. 4 d. 


| From 
12. Sir William Godolphin 4 (1679) to Mr. Secretary Coventry. 


« If the King would make himſelf Maſter of all the Wools in Spain, 
* or grant the ſole Privilege of exporting the ſame out of theſe Realms to 
© any one Perſon or Company, with Obligation of ſelling them only to the 
* Engliſh, who would undertake to buy them all for ſeven or more Years, 
it would be Matter of very great Advantage to his Majeſty, and no Pre- 
e judice to the Owners of the Wool; for theſe latter ſhuuld have the 
<« higheſt Price that hath been paid for them theſe 30 Years.” 

13. The Matter of this Propoſition hath been an old! Pretenſion, for- 
merly || ſollicited, and now again renewed by me; becauſe I find of late, a 
greater Likelihood than ever, of his Catholic Majeſty's taking all the Spaniſh 
Mools into his own Hands; from which if England could receive it, as the 


It is highly probable that 2000 was much nearer than 000, to the Medium Quantity taken 
off by England at this Time; becaule fo long after the Year 1667, as 1709, 10, 11, there was 
in thoſe three Years but 13986 Bags of Spaniſh Woo! imported; and in 1712, 13, 14, no more 
that 20388. ; which laſt was not 7000 per Ann. h Although before the Year 1714, the Eg 
had made a conſiderable Progreſs; in the Art of manufacturing fine Cloths from Spaniſh ve en 
which at this Time of Sir V Geaolthin's writing, viz. in 1667, we ſhall ſee THEY knew & 

+ Obſerve hence too, how far England was from having ſuch an Aſcendency in the Woolen 
Trade, at this Time, beyond France, and many other Nations, as hath been frequently repre- ' 
ſented, | 

+ Being an Extract from ſome Propofals by him, at Madrid, to Don Jeln of Auſtria, then 
Prime Min:ſter to the King of Spain, as Conditions of Advantage to the State of England, in Gale 
of its ſurniſhing his Catholic Majeſty with a certain Number of Troops required for his DerV:ce 
in Handess. 

| In the Year 2667. {See F. 2.) 
ſole 


Chap. %%% 4 D D 1:T. 1 ON iv  * 388 


ole Merchant, and conſequently other Nations depend on us for che Di- 
Aribution thereof to them, (being a Commodity abſolutely neceſſary * to ALL 
that deal in Woolen Manufaures) it would be a great Advantage to our 
cloatMing Trade, and always ready Money to ſuch as could manage the 
ſame, 
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C HAP. CLXXVIII. 
Theory and Practice of Commerce, &c. 


By DoN GzRONYMo DE USTARIZ, 1742. 


I. T HE firſt Copies of this Work, by Don Antonio de Uſtareiz, printed in 
| Spain (1724) the Government there thought proper moſtly to deſtroy, 
although the Author was at the ſame Time careſſed and rewarded, But in 
1742, upon better Confideration, bis Son, Don Geronymo, was directed to re- 
print it ; which, by Command of his Royal Highneſs Frederic late Prince of 
Wales, being tranſlated into Engliſh, was ſo publiſhed at London, 1751, in 
two Volumes, Octavo. 

2. I informs us, that Trade, and Manufacturies of Silk, and Woor, had 
formerly been very flouriſhing in Spain.—That through wrong Policies 
they had gone into Decay; yet not without a Poſſibility of being reſtored 
by a Reverſe of Meaſures ; towards which ſome Steps having been then 
(1724) already taken, there was an Appearance of Succeſs. 

3. And notwithſtanding tis a common Opinion, that Trade, and eſpecially 
Manufacture, are wholly repugnant to the Genius of Spamards ; and that, 
beſides, their Mines in America had both drawn off their uſeful working 
Hands, and alſo made them to rely entirely on Returns thence in Gold and 
Silver, for a Supply of all their Wants: Yet this Writer is otherwiſe per- 
ſwaded; and that the diſpeopling of their Country had been ſolely owing 
to a paſſive loſing Trade, and a Decay of their Manufacturies, by Reaſon 
that their Laws and Rules of Commerce had not been put upon the new 


* An Hyperbole this, but much more true of the fine Spaniſh than any Engliſh Tools u hatſo- | 
ever. (See Chap. 179. Cf. 7, 9.) However, it ſeems as if the Engliſb bad taken this Pbrafe from | | 
Spain ; applying it, molt improperly, to their own Wool, 
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Model of France, England, and Holland; which, though once upon the 
ſame Footing with them, yet having ſince refined their Policies, while Spain 
perſiſted in its old Courſe and Cuſtoms, thoſe former had riſen much Jan 
the Ruins of the latter, 
4. And the great Overſight of Spaniſh Government he repreſents to have 
been, chiefly, certain Duties upon their Home Manufactures, called the 
Alcavala, and Crento's, with an high Cuſtom of 15 per Cent. upon the ſame 
exported. 
5. The Alcavala is a Duty of 10 per Cent, upon the firſt, and every fu- 
ture Sale, Truck or Barter, paid by the Vender. The Quatro unos por Cien- 
to, are four ſeveral Taxes, of 1 per Cent. laid at different Times, charged and 
raiſed in the ſame Manner as the A/cavala. — Adding to all which 1 5 fer 
Cent. Cuſtom, on Exportation, tis very conceivable what this Writer ſays, 
vz. That the Prices of their Manufactures were raiſed, and the Vent of 
« them ſpoiled both at Home and Abroad; the Kingdom in Conſequence 
e greatly depopulated, and ſo far impoveriſhed, that all the rich Mines in 
% America, with the ſpare Fruits and other Produce of Old Spain, were 
« ſcarcely ſufficient to pay for the Manufactures and Commodities which 
« other Nations imported thither.” And this Breach he thinks, not irra- 
tionally, capable of being repaired, in a great Meaſure at leaſt, by the ſimple, 
very eaſy Proceſs, of abating in the Alcavala and Ciento's, and by a wile 
Regulation of their Cuy/{om- Hor fe Duties, agreeable to the Practice of other 
trading Nations. 
6. From the Work itſelf (after this Account of it, for what relates to our 
Subject) are given the following Extracts, as they lie diſperſed, without at- 
tempting a particular Connexion; which, unleſs by tranſcribing too great a Part 
thereof, is found to be impoſſible. Beſides, the Volumes being in many Hands, and 
not very large, tis therefore the leſs neceſſary. 


From 
7. Father Villareal, bis Approbation prefixed. 


In this Science (civil Policy) few are the Axioms that have the Credit of 
being infallible ; under which Head, as obſerved of Spain, ſo perhaps it is 
true of moſt other Countries, that no Propoſal can be be offered, hie 15 not 


« treated with Contempt, before it is taken into Conſideration.” * N n 
* 


* How rare ſoever may be the Infallibility of ſuch Axioms ; how liberal of Contempt 


In Nufe 
ſons, and ſparing of their Conſideration towards any Propoſals of criti Policy; yet We 1 ee 
P OO. 


"I 


Chap. 178. A-D:D I T.I ON 8. We 
SB. The principal Foundation of the Felicity of a Kingdom is, impoſing 
the bizbeft Duties that are pradicable, upon all Materials (ſetviceable to the 


Manufactories) exported, And the eaſy Execution of this Meaſure is a - 
great Recommendation to it. | 


« 
» 


THrzoRyY and PRACTICE, &c. Vol. 1. p. 3. 9 


9. The Ruin of the Manufactures in Spain was, exceſſive Taxes and 1 
Cuſtoms, paid by the Makers and Venders, as such. * 

10. The Engliſh Woolen Manufactures pay no Duty on Exportation : The 1 
French but 1 per Cent. and for fine Cloths in Languedoc exported, have a 3 
Premium. 

11. There are 3 or 400 Silk and Wool EN Looms in Seville, where for- 24. 
merly were SIXTEEN THOUSAND, and for MANY YEARS. 

12. In Holland and Genoa are good ManufaQtures of S’ and Wool, not 30. 
of their own Growth. 

13. There are now [1724] in the Kingdom of Spain about Tex Tuov- 3a. 
$AND Looms for Sill, and Woot, viz. Two Thouſand of the former, and 
EicaT THOUSAND of the latter + , for the Fabric of middling coarſe Cloths, 
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pronounce, that provided *tis conſidered at all, the following Axiom (F. 8.) will be found fo : ' 
far infallible, that, in theſe Words, „ higheft Duties pratticable,” is the moſt ſignificant Intention, ; 
and in the Thing itſelf, the utmoſt Energy towards making good thoſe Purpoſes intended, that any 
Meaſure is capable of. And what further Recommendation can be given, than to ſay (which is 
alſo indiſputably true) that ĩt is not only pradticable, but eaſy of Execution? | 
T was this falſe Policy which firſt ** removed the Manufacturies of Flarders into Brabant 1 See Me- 
and from that Province into thoſe beyond the Maeſe, and into England.“! But theſe were mots of the | | | 
very different from thoſe Taxes and Cuſtoms ſo frequently exclaimed againſt, as Grievances to Dutch Trade | 
Trade in Britain; where are no ſpecial Impoſitions; only general ones, upon Subjects at large, P- 8. { 
for their Protection in common; except that of the Land Tax, which is an extraordinary Levy * Chap. 184. 9 
upon Land owners. And which Conſideration, beſides the Inequality of it in another Regard, if N. 3. : 4 
not a ſutficient Reaſon for annihilating the ſame, ſeems a very juſt and good one for alwajs making | | 
it low, as conveniently may be, without any Imputation of Partiality towards thoſe who pay it. Wy, 
+ And theſe he propoſed to be augmented to SEVENTY T'HOUSAND, in the ſame Propor- . | 
tion of 4 for $i/k, and $ for WooLENn MANUFACTURE ; the Produce of which he eſtimates 4 
at 53 Millions of Dollars, viz. 33 for the Conſumption of Spain, and 20 for the Spaniſh Weſt 0 
| 
| 
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Indies, inſtead of what go thither from Europe manufactured, not in Spain, but England, France, 
Holland, c.] And theſe to the Veſt Indies he propoſes to be Silks and FINE CLoT Hs ONLY : 
For (fays he) ++ The Inhabitants of New Spain have no OCCASION for ORDINARY CLOT Hs, | 
* having THEM in PLENTY FROM THEIR OWN FABRICS.” Nap, adds he, “ beſides | 
« ſupplying Spain and the Indies, there will be Silks and FINE CLOTHS for Exportation to other 2 
« Kingdoms and Countries, eſpecially the North of Europe.—do will be accompliſhed the grand | 
Point, of ſ.lling more than we buy; which would prevent the Extraction of ouRs, and bring | a 
in FOREIGN MoNEY. And the Conſtitution of this Kingdom renders ALL THI: VERY | 19 
| „ PRACTICARLE, 
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® Chap. 188. 
G. I 4. Chap. 
139. F. 5, 6. 


95 


n Chap. 194. 
§. 8, 9, 10. 


. MEMOIRS or WOOL, &. Chap. 178 


Bays, Serges, Camlets, Dreguets, &c. Theſe upon a Medium make to the 
Value of 700 Dollars, each, per Ann. 8 

14. The Flocks which every Winter paſs by Eſtremadura only from the 

ountains, are found to be Fou MiL LIONS. About 100 Perſons are em- 
ployed to take Care of 10,000 ; a few more, or leſs, as the Paſtures lie to- 
gether, or at a Diſtance ; which makes the Number of SuRPHERDS to be 
TwWENTY THoUsSAND ; and as we are aſſured that 8 Which ſtay 
behind, and go not to Effremadura, are ſtill more, the Number of Süzr- 
HERDS employed in the Care of both, will then exceed Fox TY TuousAxp. 
But ſuch as are converſant with theſe Parts, aſſure us, that the Flocks are at 
this Time conſiderably augmented. And this is confirmed by the high 
Price of Herbage in E/iremadura. 

15. The curious Woolen Manufactures, ſo various and flouriſhing in 
England, were not introduced into that Country, till the Reign of Q. Eliza- 
beth, Notwithſtanding they had very good Wool, it was fold to the Fle- 


111101 go. 


16. In 1704, the Exgliſb were ſaid þ to make of Spaniſh Mool 30,000 
Cloths. 


17. In SPAIN we have already begun, and with ſome Rays of Succeſs, 


manufacturing of Woor, &c. The great Advantage of our Materials in 
Number and Quality, is notorious. 


18. By the Tariff of 1667, the French King ordered 30 French Yards of 
Shantſh Cloth imported, to pay 100 Livres; and 25 French Yards, of Holland, 
or England, to pay 80 Livres; while on FINE FRENCH CLoTHs exported to 


« PRACTICABLE.” N. B. He computes the whale Number af People in Spain to be 7,500,070, 
and the Exfence of each in Woolens, at 4 + Dollars; which is about 11. os. 3 d. per Head, upon 
an Average. —-—— HENCE JUDGE To How LARGE A VALUE MUST E THE ANNUAL 
HOME CONSUMPTION of WooLEN MAanUFACTURE in G. BRITAIN In — 4%, fen 
what follows (F. 16.) how much the Engliſh Manufacture of fine Cloth depends on Spain /or the 
M. terial. Likewiſe, from what we — already ſeen, aud call fee further from this and other 
A.uhirs, tow littie our Trade abroad for middling and coarſe Drapery fands upon the In gpacicy 
of otlcy Nations (Old en New Spain eſpecially) to [ut ly ee whenever thy | Hedi be re- 
ſelved thereen, —Conſequently, how groundleſs are the common Pretenfions about Britiſh and Irith 
Wool |! Bibs 

+ Viz. By an Erg”f Author, intitled, *The Intereſt of England ill underſtood by the preſent 


_«& War(1704,)” wh: he mentions (Vol. 2. p. 142) to have been well affe-d to the Crowns 


of France and Spain; and with whom he ſeems THEREFORE to have been chiefly converlant ; 
ſays indeed, that he had heen able to meet with but very few Engliſh Writers on Trade, and thoſe” 
chiefly in the Engliſh Language, which we ſuppoſe he did not underitand. —Belides, Engl 
Books being for the moſt Part deem'd heretical in Hain, he perhaps judg'd it not {afe to be found 
dabbliag in them upon any Subject. 3 
63 (+4 


FP 9 
4 
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Spain, the Duty continued at 7 x Reales; which, from their fine Quality, is 
only Half per Cent. T as, 

19. By the Tariff of 1699, the Duties upon Cloths from Holland to 
France, were reduc'd from 80 to 55 Livres. But the 100 Livres on Spaniſb 
Cloth Rill continued; at the ſame Time that 30 French Yards of fine Carcaſs 


one Cloth, which is as good, or better than that of Segovia, are imported 

into Spain by our Tariff of 1709, on Payment of 80 Reales only,—ſo that 
our Cloths pay at the Rate of 28 per Cent. theirs, in Spain, but 4 4 Reales 
per Cent. when equal in Quality and Meaſure ; excepting thoſe of Aly and 
Sedan, which are much finer and more valuable, and on that Account pay 
ſomething more at their Importation into Spain. 

20. In 1703, ſince the late Union between the Crowns of France and 
$jain, there had been ſet up in France, Manuſactories of Bavs, Pereers, 
and SxxOEs, calculated for the Commerce of Spain and America, in Imita- 
tion of thoſe made in ENGLAND, and in equal Perfection. 

21. Among the Cuſtoms of FRANCE on Materials, by the Tariff of 1664: 
A Quintal of Wool imported ſhould pay 10 Reales, and 75, exported. And 
by an Arret of March 1688, his Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty taking it into Con- 
ſideration that the vasT ExroxTATION OT Woot To Foreicn Coun- 
TRIES was a great Prejudice to the Manufactories of the Kingdom, laid 4 
PuTy of 100 Reales upon every Quintal exported, while the ſmall Duty 
of 10 Reales upon its Importation was continued, 

22, By an Arret April 7, 1714, his Chriſtian Majeſly, deſirous that the 
Province of Languedoc be well ſupplied with Wool, prohibited the buying 
up of Wool in the ſaid Province to ſend abroad “, under Pain of Confiſca- 


tion, and a Fine of 1000 Dollars. 


Vol. II. K k 23. A Statute 


+ One Part of Spaniſh Policy, in ſuffering imported ManufaQtures at a low Duty, while not 
only France, but they themſelves, laid a bigh one on their own, ſeems to have been an imagined 
Benefit, from Cheapneſs, as to the Home Conſumption of Spain, (for thus much hath been 
intimated by our Author) whereas the Miſtake proved to be, as he hath. repreſented. (Sech. 5.) 

* There is no judging of this Arret preciſely, whether it was to be perpetual, or only tempo- 
rary : Nor is it ſaid, whether it was to reſtrain only Wool grown in the Province from being car- 
ned abroad, or that alſo which was imported thither.——Howſoever that was, the Prohibition could 
not affect Land-owners of Languedoc, in like Manner as the ſame Policy does thoſe of England ; 


8 as VAST QUANTITIES OF ALL KinDs oF Wool are continually imported to 
t Provi 


tan Conſequence would be, that in Caſe the Wool of Languedoc ſhould by any artificial Means be 
under the Market Price of other Provinces in France, or indeed any Part of Eurepe, THosE FPO 


which 


1 - 8 
r 2 


nce, from Spain, Conſtar tinople, Salle, Algier, and other Parts of Barbary, &c. ſo the cer- 95 


bien Woors would be immediately conſigned to ſome other Ports b for a better Market ; by H. 2. 
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- MEMOIRS or WOOL, &. Chap. 178 


23. A Statute of SPAIN, Auguſt, 14, 1551. 


We ordain chat always, and at any Time that any Merchants or Perſons, 
whether Natives of theſe Kingdoms, or Foreigners, ſhall have bought or 
ſhall buy any Wool in our Kingdoms to export it abroad, and any Subject of 
our Kingdom ſhall deſire a Moiety of the ſaid Wool, our Juſtices ſhall 
cauſe it to be given them in the Manner, at the Price, and under the 
Conditions, the ſaid Merchants ſhall have bought, or ſhall buy it; the ſaid 
Juſtices having firſt received undoubted Securities, &c. that the ſaid Wool 
+ ſhall be manufactured in theſe Kingdoms, Cc. 

24. His Majeſty reſolved that all his Troops, even his own Guards, be 
cloathed with the Manufactures of his own Kingdom, and iſſued an Ordi- 
nance for that End, Ofober 20, 1719. And in 1724, by another, ordered 
ſo much Cloth of the new Fabric of Guadalaxara (belonging to the Go- 
vernment) to be delivered to every Officer, as was ſufficient. By this 
Means effectual Care is taken to prevent the Wear of foreign Cloths, and to 
have a ready Vent for thoſe of Guadalaxara. | 

25. As to the Cloth, &c. of the Body Guards, fuch Care has been taken 
that only Spaniſh Goods have been uſed for ſome Years paſt. The ſame 
Care has been taken for the reſt of the Infantry, Horſe, and Dragoons. An 
Overſeer and Officers are to provide and purchaſe the Cloths, &c. This 
Method is thought to be well calculated to promote the Spaniſh Manufac- 
tures. 

26. As good Cloths are made at Madrid of the Manufactures of this 
Kingdom, as can be defired. 

27. As there is great Plenty of Cloth fit for the marching Regiments, and 
many Towns and private Clothiers come to petition to furniſh the Soldiers; 


fo in a few Months there would eaſily be found ſufficient to cloath 200, ooo 
Men. 


which in courſe the Moe of Languedoc would riſe to their natural Value again. And thus _ 
mitting this Arret to be ſtil] in Force, the Landed Intere/? 75 Languedoc is not hurt by dt in! 
Sale of their Wool; at moſt not ſo conſiderably, to occaſion Runnage, or to give ay Breat 
Cauſe for Complaint. ; "ny 
+ At the Time of this Statute, we may imagine the Woolen ManufaRturies of You oh 2 
been in their flouriſhing State, or in ſome Degree at leaſt; yet did not this Ed ct, 2 mo | 
beſt Wools of that Kingdom are truly ſingular in their Qualities, beyond all others in _ 
ive the Workers an abſolute, or indeed any Thing like a Monopoly againſt the _—_—— 
or is it any where charged to the Wan: of (ach Palicy, but to quite other Reaſons,. tha 
Manu aQturies failed there, ſo far as they did, 28 By 


Chap. 178. ADDLTIONS 


28, By Proclamation (1723) all Civil Officers, &c. are enjoin'd to dreſs 283. 
n Black. From which Order enſues great Advantage to the Cloth, and 
other Commodities in Spain, where, in many Places, in CLoTus and 
"a are manufattured. | 
29. In the Town of Olmeda are 26 Looms, 8 manufacturing 335 
Bag Yards of CLoTn, reſembling that which comes from France; 
whence the Looms had been imported. The Undertaker (J. Groyneche) 
hath alſo ſet up fix other Looms for the Fabric of Droguets and Scarlets, 
ſuch as thoſe of Valdemero (See F. 32.) in which are employ'd many Perſons 
of both Sexes, communicating theſe Arts to the Natives of Spain : Alſo, 
ata new Village (Baztan ) built entirely by the ſame Undertaker, are ſeveral 
more Fabrics begun. 

zo. There have been Improvements of the ſame Kind in the City of 337- 
Valadelid ; which propoſed an Addition to their preſent Manufactories, of 
Firty Looms ANNUALLY, for TWENTY SUCCESSIVE YEARS, in each of 
their preſent Fabrics of Gold, Silver, Sik, and Wool, upon Conditions, 
which his Majeſty granted, Feb. 14, 1719. 
31. In the grand Fabric of IE CLoThns at Guadalaxara, one great 340. 
Potnt has been p e that many of the good Workmen are SPANnIARDs ; 
and ſome who have been bred up therein, have diſperſed into other Parts of 
the Kingdom. And it has been found by Experience in Guadalaxara, and 341, 
other Parts, that the Spaniſh Women, and even the very young Girls, spix 
Wool quicker and better than even the Miſtreſſes of foreign Families that 
inſtructed them, and, were brought over for that Purpoſe. 

32. By Encouragement given to the Fabric of CLoTHs at Valdemero, WE 
have alſo gain'd the Point of manufacturing them in that Town, as fine as 5 
thoſe of e and of "S999 Colours and Mixtures, 
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C HA P. CLXXIX. 
Theory and Practice of Commerce. 


By Don GRRONYMO DE UsSTAR1z, 


ub 
Do not propoſe at this Time to prohibit the Introduction and wearing 
of Cloths and other woven commodities of Woor, &c. manufactured 


abroad; notwithſtanding I am perſuaded there would be vo Warr or 


THEM either in theſe Kingdoms or in the Indies, fince WE have in Spain 
both the MATERIALs and SK1LL t work them up. For that ſeems to me 
the beſt Time to prohibit yIxx CLoTHs, when the Fabric ſhall be improved 
to the Degree of modern Perfection, which is ſo much defired. And as it 
is not ſo now *, the fine Cloths that come from abroad may ſerve to in- 


ſtruct our People, and inſpire them with Emulation. 


2. Other States attentive to the Preſervation of their own Materials, nc; 


content with charging heavy Duties upon the Exporiation of them, pro- 


ceed to an abſolute Prohibition of them.—Such is the Policy of the Eng- 
liſh, under Pain of Death“. 
3. In the Statutes and Ordinances of our own Monarchs, we find prohi- 


bited the Exportation of coarſe low priced Wool. 


4. His Majeſty might alſo prohibit the Exportation of fine Moo. — But! 
do not recommend it at this Time, as we have not yet a ſufficient Number 


of Hands to work up a Moiety of it; and if the Proprietors could not diſ- 
poſe of it, either at Home or Abroad, they would ſuſtain a great loſs, and 
we ſhould endanger a Reduction of the Flocks. 


5. So long as there are theſe Motives to decline an abſolute Prohibition on 
Wool, it will methinks be highly proper to charge it with all the Duties or- 
dinary, and extraordinary, without ever conſenting to any Indulgence or 
Abatement whatſoever. 


6. It would be a ſeaſonable Relief, to aboliſh the Taxes upon Flocks, and 


No, replace it by a ſmall additional Duty upon Wool exported. 


7. It is calculated that above Two HunDReED THousAND Arrobas of 


FINE Wool is yearly exported ; and we cannot be under- -any Apprehenfions 


* See F. 16. 


that 
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Chap. 179. ADDITION 8. 261 


that Foreigners will not export ſo much as they now do, fince they ſtand in 

great Need of it, and CANNOT be furniſhed from any orRHER PART oF 

THe WorLD. For notwithſtanding they have very fine Wool in England, 

it is in VERY 8MALL QUANTIT1Es ; and the Exportation of it is prohibited! 51. 

under Pain of Death, as hath been already remarked. — Hence they will 

export out of this Kingdom the uſual Quantity of Wool ; and the Shep- 

herds. find no Diſadvantage from it; nor will any other Conſequence 

reſult from this Meaſure, than an Advantage to the ManufaF#urers of this 

Kingdom; becauſe THEY will not be obliged to pay the Duty * that is 

charged to Foreigners. : 

8. Some adviſe a Reduction of the Duties on Wool exported, as injuri- 
6us to the Shepherds; which is - oppoſite to the Practice of thoſe Nations 
who beſt underſtand and reap moſt Advantages from Trade + . 
9. 1 rather apprehend it our Intereſt to advance them to 25 Reales Vellon 152. 

upon every Arrob of fine waſhed Wool; which being only an additional | 
Charge of five Reales Vellon for a whole Suit, which generally coſts a "i 
Thouſand, we cannot imagine that either in Spain, France, England, Hol- f 
land, Germany, or elſewhere, a ſingle Perſon who has the Spirit to dreſs in 
fine Cloth, will for fo trifling an Addition decline to wear it. — They will not | 
leave our Wool on this Account, nor even for an Advance of 25 or 30 per 
Cent t, BECAUSE THEY CANNOT BE SUPPLIED ELSEWHERE. It is the | 
richeſt Part of their moſt profitable Manufactories, eſpecially as it is already = 
a very general and eſtabliſhed Cuſtom for moſt of the Princes, Lords, and 


This laſt is true; but for the reſt (5. 6, 7.) we think our Author was fo far miſtaken, that 1 
fine Spaniſh Waol ſelling already to its full Worth, according to the Quantity of, and Demand for ' 
it, the additional Duty he propoſed, would have been a Fax, not upon the foreign Conſumer, but | 

the native Grower only. | | TOs : 
1 The noble Spaniard, who has here an Eye chiefly to England, builds much upon two common ; 
Miſtakes, viz. 1. that the Woolen Manufacture firſt obtained there, under Queen Elizabeth, and | 

that it did fo by Means of her prohibiting abſolutely the E xportation o Hol. Had he known 2 Loth 

theſe to be the Reverſe of Truth, and what have been the real Conſequences of this laſt, ever Chap. 288. 

ſince it did take Place, he would probably have ſo far changed his Sentiments, as to have wrote in 9. 14. Chap. 

a Manner ſomewhat different. He would perhaps rather have adopted that Axiom of F ather Vil- = Y. 5 6. \ 
lareal b» which hath ſeemingly corrected this Author, he otherwiſe approved, by extolling the h:ghe/t hap. 190. 

Duties practicable, on Materials, ſerviceable to the Manufactories, exported, beyond any other Po- 5. 14,15. | 

licy of the Kind whatfoever. | <4 | ped, an, N Chap. 178. 

* 2 Probably they would not ; nevertheleſs, the Excellency of this Wool having already made Y- 8. 

it ddr, as the preſent Quantity produced will admit of, tis not an Advance of INuty, but either a 

Reduction of the Flocks, or an increaſed Demand, that will or can make it dearer. The Quan 

75 N remaining as they were, an additional Duty would moſt certainly fall upon the 

30C ers. OT 
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others of Diſtinction and Property *, not only in Europe, but alſo in Aja, 
Africa and America, to wear CLOTRHS and STUFFS made of SPANLsR Wool. 

10. Though the Exportation of l priced Wool be prohibited by an Or- 
dinance (1699) before mentioned, I have not been fully ſatisfied, whether it 
be ſtill in Force; + and am under ſome Doubt of its being our Intereſt that 
it ſhould be ſo at this Time. For as there is a vasT QuanT1TyY op 1T in 
ſome Provinces, it is very improbable that they ſhould be able to conſume 
the whole, till a greater Number of Looms be ſet on Foot. 

11. It is notorious we are under no Temptation to encourage the Im- 
portation of Wool, ſince WE poſſeſs it in so GREAT PLENTY AND PrR- 
FECT10N, that many Parts of Europe are ſupplied with the Overflowings of 
ours ; which, after they have work'd it up into Cloth, they ſend into Aja, 
Africa and America, 


12. It behoves us more particularly to encourage the Fabrics of fne 
Cloths. | | 


13. As to oRDINARY CLoTHns and STUFFS, there are a GREAT MANY 
ManufaQtories of THEM in the Kingdom for our own Conſumption ; and 
we can eafily make an Addition for the Fokeicn TRADE. 

14. We have already a SUFFICIENT NUMBER of Fabrics of middling, 
and ORDINARY CLoTus, for the Home ConsUMPT1oN of Spain. And we 
have Reaſon to expect an Increaſe, as well as a Market for them abroad, 
when we give the Encouragements recommended, 

15. As to fine Cloths, WE have not yet been able to arcive to the Perfec- 
tion of France, England, and Holland. For though the Manufactury at 
Guazalaxara, carried on at the Charge and Direction of the King, produces 


In England, not only Perſons of Diſtinction and Property wear the ſuper fine Spaniſh Clths, 
but innumerable others; and inſtead of FINE STUF ts, /o called, from the Engliih combed Wea, 
are thiefly worn, either Site, or printed and painted Cottons and Linens, Moreover, orſted 
Stockings, another Branch of the Engliſh Manufacture, ſrom the beft BIglih combed Hol, are 
greatly diſuſed at Home, and in our foreign Plantations and Colonies, by both Sexes, of almoſt 
every Rank, for thoſe of either Sill, Cotton, or Thread ; which muſt needs be a Prejudice to the 
EnGLisn WooL GROWER. SEAGATE HE eg i I PIT” 6 | 

+ He might have been fully ſatisfied, or rather, he certainly knew, tar net in Uſe ; for that 

GREAT QUANTITIES OF EVERY SORT OF Wool. grown in Spain, were, commonly exported, 

to France particularly. Nor does it ſignify, whether the Ordinance he mentions, was in Force or 


not, ſince thoſe Kinds of Ordinances, under an arbitrary, Government, are but Ways and Means 


of raiſing Money by the Exportation of what they otherwiſe forbid. —— Thus, a few Years ſince, 
it was repreſented to Parliament, that the Exportation of Silk from Jtaly was -ohibited, And 
what did that Repreſentation ſay, was the Conſequence of ſuch Prohibition ? Not that this Silk 
COULD NOT be procured at any Rate, but that it came dearer to the Engliſ Merchant, by 


about 40 per Cent. Cloth 
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Cloth that looks well and ſerviceable, yet it does not come up to the prime 
Quality and Worth of Foreign Cloths.—But we may expect they will, if 
conſigned to the Care and Direction of private Perſons at their own Riſk 
and Charge. _ 

16, Inſtead of forming and ſetting up new Manufactories, tis ſafeſt to 
better thoſe we have ; eſpecially thoſe of Segovia, where for Ages centered 

the beſt Fabrics of Spain, in great Number, owing to the Ingenuity of her 
Natives, the PLENTY and GooDpwtss of her Woor, the Conveniency of 281. 
Water, &c. And accordingly thoſe Cloths were in high Eſteem, being the 
beſt and fineſt that were known in ancient Times, 'till Foreigners improved 
theirs to the prime Quality we find them in England and France, while Se- 
govia running in the oLD CHANNEL, wITHOUT IMPROVEMENT, makes 
comparatively but a M1DDLING SoRT. However, we may expect that as 
SPAIN always furniſhes the FINEST WOOL and 6% Ingredients for dying, 
and her People are SUFFICIENTLY CAPABLE and INGENIOUS at I- 
TATING, We ſhall be able to poſſeſs the sau ApvanTacrs, IF we 
ſettle in Segovia, and other Parts, ſome ABLE 8K1LFUL Workmen. 

17. In Reſpect to the Cities of Burgois, Valencia, and Soria, I think 284. 
THEM ALSO in Poſſeſſion of EveERyY CIRCUMSTANCE that favours the Ma- 
mfafure and Vent of FINE CLoTHs, 

18. The Wooten MANnUuFACToRIEs of Valadolid need no further Indul- 265 
gences than have been ALREADY granted them. 

19. There are other Cities and Towns in CASTILE, well di ele for the 
Fabric of FINE CLorks. 

20. Tho Nen-parells, Flannels, and ſuch other flight Stuffs, * are, not of. cu- 
rious Workmanſhip, it would be greatly for the Benefit of this Kingdom to 
introduce the Fabrics, upon Account of the vasT DMA D for THEM: 
Alſo of Camlets, fine Sballbons, and Bays Þ , becauſe THESE THREE Sus 

are in great Call, both in Spain and the Indies; particularly the Two-LAST. 286. 


1 Here Nate, He is under no Apprehenſions of the Wools of Spain being improper, | 8 * 41 
ent for what Stuff of theſe Kinds were wanted both in Spain and the Indies. But this 

ad obſerved, to his own Diſcouragement, and that of others 2 Every new Scheme, le it ever 
ad . advantageous and reaſenable, uſually meets with teſtion. Em ULA Ti6N will eafuly re- 


f or thuart what aANoTHER has thought of and ſuggeſted.” 
« With certain Tempers it is a fufficient Inducement, that it was not original THEIR OWN 


Pian and Ovmeeption ; even while in their own b HrAnTy they art convinced by the a 
1 e uu," 8 * 1 N 1 #4414 7 991 0 1 203 $1792 Pe JI) 4 


* 4 * © 1 4 5 * 7 1 
n 1 p 2441 - . 48 „nne 32 99 — p 
* 40 * ” : 
C HAP 
. — 


263 


5 — ͤ— I — ̃ ͤͤͥsÄe? Em . 


Page 77. 


"9 


- — — 2 r 


MEMOIRS or WOOL, . Chap. 186. 


CH A P. CLXXX. 


Remarks on the Advantages and Di zſadvantages of France apd 
Great Britain, with Reſpect to Commerce; ſaid to be wrote by 

a French Gentleman belonging to the Court at Verſailles) 
under Engliſh Colours, viz. by the fiftitious Name of Sir 
J. Nichols; and which certainly was firſt publiſhed in 


French (1752) afterwards tranſlated from the 2d Edition 
into Engliſh (17 54.) 


1. FO LL AND, Flanders, and FRANCE ABOYR ALL, our moſt 
formidable Rival in ouR ManvuracTuRes, furniſh THEMSELVES 
from us with Arms againſt ouRsELveEs. Our Wool is drawn THITHER, 


and preferably employed. Oux PronBIT10N or EXPORTATION has not 


ALL THE EFFECT we might expect from it. True it is, we may thank for 
it the miſtaken Policy of prohibiting abſolutely the Importation of rib 
Wool into England. What now could Ireland, without Manufactures, make 
of its Wool, but ſell it to Foreigners, notwithſtanding the Prohibition? 
We then indeed opened ſome of our Ports to Iriſh Moo; but Try had 
already taſted the Sweets of that Counterband ; and all our Guard Veſſels 


ſince, have vainly endeavoured to interrupt the Courſe of it. 


2. Every Seſſion of Parliament is attended with Complaints from the 
Manufacturers, of the Diminution of their Trade; ' ſometimes founded on 


the Dearth of "Materials ; and arways, on the ſmuggling over of Wool, 


which employed in Foreign Manufactures, leſſens by so Much the De- 
mand for THEIRS. 


3. On the other Hand, the Lanp-ownrrs are ready with THEIR CoM- 
PLAINTS.of the Low PR1ce. at which tbe Probibitian.of exporting it keeps 
the Woot. -They pretend too that TH1s Low PRICE it is, which cauſes the 
Counterband carried on of 1T. 

4. It is difficult to pronounce on this Point, which of the two Sides has 
moſt Reaſon to complain; unleſs one was. to be determined by the general 
Prejudice which is againſt the ane, for I never heard of a Com- 


+ Obſerve here, it is ail, by so MUCH ; not in a THREEFOLD HR plaint 


Chap. do? ADDT'TION Ss. 

plaint or Petition from them againſt the Lanv-ownrrs, which was not © 
ſevereigniy unreaſonable s © | 

5. It does not appear to me leſs difficult to find a ſatisfactory Remedy for 
an Evil, of which there is no diſſembling to oneſelf the Reality. But to aſ- 
certain the juſt Extent of it, one ſhould be ſure of the Truth of what is ad- 
vanced, viz. * That the Foreign Nations cannoT abſolutely po w1THouT 
« our Wool in the greateſt Part of their Srurrs.“ Should that be really 
the Caſe, the carrying our Wool abroad, is an irreparable Detriment to Eng- 
land, But the Evil would not be fo conſ1derable, if, as others aver, Fo- 
reigners can SUBSTITUTIONALLY Þ mix the Spaniſh Wool with their own, 


for 


This we underſtand to be an [ronry; and on that Suppoſition, anſwer, mony Trut)s are 
uttered in Feſt ; and that it would require an exquiſite Memory to point out any Meaiure eſpouſed 
under the Name of Molen Manufacturers, not calculated chiefly to diſtreſs the Engl: 
Grower, by running down the Price of his Waal. | | 

+ The Truth we rather take to be, that ſome of the fin: Engliſh combed IVcols are uſed 
abroad in the 9 of STUFFs, SUBSTITUTIONALLY to Spaniſh Hobs ; and, if preferred 
in ſuch Work, tis chiefly on Account of their COMPARATIVE CHEAPNEss. For we are in- 
formed by a modern Writer, the noble Spaniard, Don Geronymo de arix a, that the greateſt , Chap. 179. 
Perſonages of almoſt all Kingdoms wear, not only CLoTHs, but Sr urs allo, made of Spaniſh G. 9. 
Wool. And fo long ſince as the Year 1603, 'twas Matter of Complaint in England, that, or | 
« Wool FROM THE KING OF SPAIN's Domtnions, carried into France and Flandey:, di- 
« vers FINE STUFFS b were made and brought unto US and oTHER NATIORS.“ Mr, Sg. „ Ch. 12. 
vary ſays, c* In France, the WooLs Prime Segovie, and Ville Caftin (beſides Forde 11 uſed in F. 15. Note. 
* making VERY FINE STUFFS, AFTER THE FASHION oF ENGLAND AND HoLLAND. e Ch, 151, 
« The Says of Turcoin 4 are all of Wool only of Segovie, or England. In the Department of C. ,, | 
« Troyes and Chalons (where are made annually 84,000 Pieces of STUFFs) they uſe for that 4 Ch. x56. 
« Purpoſe, beſides others, 530,000 Pounds of Syanisn WOOI e. At Azais are made Drug- F. 18. 
<« pets, called Imperial, of Silk and the Wool of _ f[from Spain.] At Anthoin (in France) Ch. 1 58. 
« are made Etamines, a STUFF S of SrANIsH Wool.“ Again we read of © Perpetuangs, C. g. 
« (a STUFF from combed Wool, as made in Eng finer than thoſe of England commonly 5 Cn. 160. 
« are, made chiefly for Spain, Italy, and the Spaniſh W:/t- Indies, at Montpelier, Niſmes, Caſl. 4, 
« andother Cities of Low Languedoc h; where it is not ſo much as pretended that an Zul s Ch. 161. 
Wael is uſed. Moreover, in Languedoc is the Roy aL ManuFacTuryY of Mr; Chamberlin, G. 2. 
« i making, not for the Levant, but only WOOLEN STUFFS, after the FASHION on 1 Ch. 156. 
« ENGLAND, for the SrANIsH TRADE; certainly, not of Engliſh, but moſt probably & 17. 
of Spaniſh, and perhaps Aſiatic or African, as well as of ſome French lt. H to this, Ch. 167. 
it be objected that, for the making of STUFFS, Wool is to be ſpun after a different ER 
Manner, from what is intended for CLOTH ; and to diſpoſe it for fuch Kind of ſpinning, it : 
muſt not be carded, like CLorH WooLs, but combed; we anſwer (without pretending to know 
the Practice) the firſt Inventor of Wool-combing is ſaid to have been Blayſe, | Biſhop of 
Sebaftia in Spain, long ſince, as the third or fourth Century & ; and certainly, Columbus, ,, Dict. de 
who was born in 1442, was the Son of a Genoeſe'WooLcoMBER 1 —— Theſe, long before the MHorery. 
Staple of Wool for combing in England, was brought to any Degree of Perfection or Plenty :1 Collier's 
Whence, and from the ſeveral STUFF Manufaftures of Sp AN H Wool for Example, follows Dict. 
one of theſe two Things, viz. cither Spain, with ſome other ſouthern Parts of Eurepe, and ſome 
Parts of Alia, produce combing Heel, in our Senſe of the Word: Or otherwiſe, it is practicable 
tor the more fine, but fhorter Wools of Spain, to bear ſpinning in a manner fit for the making of 
SIM FS; and thoſe, ſuperior to what are made of Engliſh combed Wool; the Hair whereof, —_ 
Vor. IL LI — 
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for want of our fineſt Sorts; and if beſides, ux v have Qualities of Wit 
like to ouRs ; which I CAN TAKE UPON ME TO SAY WITH CxtRTaixty 
THAT THEY HAVE. | 

6. As'to France for Example, I cannot fay what Quantity ſhe employs 
of our Wools, of a ſuperior Quality to thoſe of her own *: But I can po- 
ſitively affirm, that I have ſeen tere, ſome of oUR common Sorts of Wael 
which the Want of Quantity of their own +, and not of Quality, obliged 
them to employ. The Engliſb Weols have yielded to the Smugglers of them 
a Profit of Fir ry per Cent.; and yet did not exceed in Price, thoſe of the 
Ii ools in France of the ſame Quality, This Fact clearly verified explains 
to us, WHY our Wool is carried THITHER. The Abundance of our Wool at 
home keeps it at a Price beneath the real Value in oux MARKerTs, while 
the Scarcity of it in France holds it up there, a great deal above it. 

7. Doubtleſs then there muſt exiſt in France ſome powerful Reaſon of 
Defect, oppugnant to the Multiplication of that fleecy Species, whereby 
the Wool is wanting ||; while the Manufacturers of it are in Vigour, and 
afford good Encouragement to the Workmen—With vs [in England] 
Wr have the very contrary Inconvenience to complain of. One would think 
nothing could diſcourage the Breeding of Sheep. It has proceeded in- 
creaſing in deſpight of the moft rigorous Prohibition of exporting their Mool. 
The Fleſh of them and the Manure with which they fertilize our Lands, 
muſt afford a Profit in itſelf ſufficient to the Farmer. Our Manufacturers 


longer, is yet conſiderably. broader, i. e. more coarſe. And if ſo it be, that no ſuch Uſe is 
made in Eng/and, of sHoRT FINE Wool, Eugliſb or Spaniſh (which alſo we pretend not to 
know) yet will net that amount to a negative Proof in this Caſe—BECAUSE the LonNG Wovls 
of England being purchaſeable at Feme, ſo very much cheaper, Weight for Weight, than the fine 
Spaniſh Mools imported, *twould be much more ſtrange, if the Engliſh ſhould convert theſe latter, 
fo very much dearer Wes, into STUFFS, than that ſome Foreigners ſhould be willing to give a 
tempting Price for the VASTLY CHEAPER Engliſh combing Wools, for the ſake of uſing them /ub- 
ſtitutionally to what otherwife muſt come at a far dearer Rate. 

* Jt does not greatly ſignify, if /ome Engliſh are ſuperior to ſome French Mooli, ſince thoſe of 
Spain are preferable to both. | 

+ Ir does not follow that there was the Want of*9antity mentioned; ſince all Manufacturers 
will uſe Wool of like Duality, at the ſame Price, without regarding whence it comes. More- 
over, they will, if left to themſelves, court foreign Wool, not better than of their own Country, 
2 the ſake of rendering the latter more cheap ; juſt as do thoſe of England in regard to 

riſh Wael, | | | 

1 what? Not above the Market Price or natural Value there, compared wich other 
Wools; although in England it is artificially made, as he truly ſays, BENEATH the real] lie. 

|| The ſame Thing, a Want of Mol, hath been infinuated of England, and given a. Reaton 


for coveting the Moo of Ireland; while in Truth, as he readily admits, the contrar) licohve— 


nience hath all along been too much the Caſe, and its Conſequences, a main Source of cle Owl- 


ing- Trade. 
are 
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are more than ever employed: But they coul wor increaſe in Propor- 
tion to the QUANTITY oF Woot, What then muſt have become of the 81. 
Superfluity ? It has more and more fallen the Price of the Mool, and deter- 
mined the Courſe of it Mort vioLENTLY INTO THE rFoREtGnN MARK ETS. 

8. Such in Truth is our prefent Condition in that Reſpect. Oux Woor 

from its OvER- ABUNDANCE, has been Al was under the Price of that in 
oTHER COUNTRIES, as may be certified by a Compariſon with the Price 
Courants of AMSTERDAM, the preateſt Staple in the Univerſe. 

9. Yet ſince the Peace, the Price of it hath been raiſed : In 1750 and 1751, 
the fineſt long Wool of Linceln/hire hath been fold at an Average Price for 
16d. “ the Pound; which is 20 fer Cent. more than formerly; and this En- 
hancement is the true Foundation of the Manufa#urers Complaints: THEIR 
PRIVATE INTEREST Is THEIR £$oLE Aim, while run v infiſt, as THEY 
have long inſiſted, in their Requeſt for opening ALL Tue PorTs of Eng- 
land without Exception, to the Iriſh Wool, in Fleece, or in Yarn : Their 
Pretext is, that it is the only Expedient for ſtopping the Export of Iriſh 
Wool to foreign Countries. . 

10. The Land-owners, who foreſee that this increaſed Importation of the 
Iriſh Wool into England, muſt yet lower the Price of theirs, oppoſe to this, 
that it is in vain to open all the Markets of England to Ireland, while the 

Price of Wool ſhall be ſtill infinitely lower in England than in the Max- 
KETS ABROAD: That beſides, this Liberty granted to the Iriſb ſmall Craft, 

to hover all over the Coaſts of England, will, in ſo extenſive a Career, open ny 
to their Counterband an infinite Number of Ways or Outlets, which the 
Guard Veſſels will be leſs able to ſhut up, than when thoſe Veel Veſſels 
had no free Paſſage, but in the weſtern Seas of England, which had Bid- 
diford, Liverpool and Briſtol for Boundaries. 

11. SOME there are among theſe laſt, who propoſe the ?aking off the 
Prohibition of the Exportation of Engliſh Wool, and pretend that 7hereby, 
that Commodity being brought NEARÞR to a Level of the coMmMon PRICE in 
the OTHER MARKETS of Europe; THEN, 4 avell calculated DUTY on the 
Exportation, mi6uT HINDER, or at leaſt LESSEN the Carriage of it abroad, 
MORE EFFECTUALLY, than the PROHIBITION. + 


* At Amſterdam, or in France, we ſuppoſe he means: For certainly the Lincolnſhire Gi ower 
hath not been made ſenſible of ſuch a Price, or any Thing near it. 3 
+ Nor does this Writer pretend the contrary. How then ? See what follows (F 12, 14, 1 5) in 

which he may be compared to the Perſon, who, in order 7s pick a Man's Packet, holds it beſt to 


Hare full in his Face. 
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12. Amidſt theſe different Opinions dictated by contrary Intereſts, 1 

will hazard my diſintereſted Sentiments. 

$3. 13. It is for England a very valuable Advantage, that of having 17, 
Woor, FORTY, FIFTY and SIXTY = per Cent. CHEAPER than oTyre 

2 bevy CounTR1Es, Quality for Qyality, The Abundance then of its Wool can 
1 alone keep it at ſo low a Price. If the Lownelſs of the Price occaſions its being 
ſmuggled over to foreign Markets, it can be only the ſuperfluous Part of it. 

What thoſe Markets extract by this Means from us, I am convinced, is 

for the moſt Part, for want of Quantity of their own; which they might 

procure of their own Fund and Growth—— This Exportation then diminiſhes 

in other Countries the Multiplication of their Sheep, | MORE than it diminiſhes the 

Work of our Manufacturers. 

| 14. We ought then to guard againſt all the Means which might en- 
te Chap. hanſe ® the Price of our Wool; and at the ſame Time we ought to render 
ww +, 5: 4 the Smuggling of it more difficult; that it may bear the higher Price v in 
$. 7. Nete: ” foreign Markets We ought to open all our Ports to the Triſh Wool, raw 
or wrought. The Point of Time is favourable for it, fince our own Wool 

is riſen 20 per Cent, Our Guard Veſſels, on Station, ſhould at the ſame 

Time redouble their Vigilance for preventing any of the 1r1/þ Craft ſlip- 

ping by them into foreign Parts, I will not anſwer that this Liberty of 
Importation will abſolutely put an End to the Ir: Counterband : It was 

eafier to hinder its getting Footing, than it will be to deſtroy it. | 

15. As to the general Prohibition of. exporting Engliſh Wool, it ought to 

be FOR EVER Continued ; becauſe that alone it is, which can preſerve to us 

the ineſtimable Benefit of having the beſt Wool at a xc Lower PRIicx 

than the other Markets of Europe, and that of ſelling the Superfluity of 

it, at the HIGHEST PRICE oF THEIR MARKETS, 


F 
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Reanks on CERTAIN 8 in the laſ} foregoing c. 
ter; a upon the Wnorx of it, 


| I. 
(Ch. 136. 6 130,“ It is for ENGLAND @ very valuable Advantage - that 
« of having its Wool, FORT V, FIFTY and SIXTY per Cent, cyEAPER 
than OTHER COUNTRIES, Quality for Quality.” 


E RE is a Fallacy, in putting the Wnol x, for a SMALL PART o- 
"LY ; that general Word, ENGLAND, for CERTAmN MonoPoLIsTs 
of the Wool. produced THERE ; which if rwas NoT, but imported from 
ABROAD, then would if be a NATIONAL ADVANTAGE, #0 have it so MUCK - 
CHEAPER, as here mentioned, than other manufacturing Countries have. But 
being grown, as well as wrought, in England, 'tis of no Conſequence to 
the NATION, whether Producers, and Workers, are the ſame, or different 
Perſons ; nor, conſequently, if one Part of the Growers ſhould work up their 
own for Sale, another, ſell theirs to Manufacturers for the like End, 
would that make any Difference. The manufacturing , Growers, and pur- 
chaſing Manufacturers, being alike ſubjeft to one common Market, would, Ce. 
teris paribus, receive a common Price for their Goods, And, as the ſame 
paſs through many different Hands: So the Jaſt Vender abroad, would buy and 
ſell both, according to their intrinſic Qualities, without any other Reſpect bad, 
either to Makers, or how they compaſſed the Material, whether by Growth, 
at an indefinite Price, or by Purchaſe, at a certain one. And with regard 
to PURCHASING MANUFACTURERS, what, the laſt Vender ſhould give for 
their Goods, that, MusT determine them not to exceed a certain Price for their 
Wool. For tbough all. Perſons are inclined to buy, ſo far as they can, at an Un- 
dervalue ; yet none will continue on a loſing Trade, by purchaſing at an Over- 
rate—So that Runnage being once prevented, and Commerce for it on an 
equal Foot, the Price of Wool in England el! be governed by the laſt Price 
for ' Woolen Goods; and not the latter by the former. For though Per- 
ens are apt to run away with a Notion, that Traders will ſell accord- 
ingly as they buy; becauſe they can afford it; yet is it a more certain * 
| 2. that 
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ſet Bounds to that; and eſpecially, fince England's producing Mocl in greater 
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that they muſt buy as they know they hall ſell, becauſe they caxxor 


afford to do otherwiſe. 


2. And, therefore, 'tis not neceſſary by any Means extraordinary to check 
induſtriouſly the Price of Engliſh Wool in England; fince Trade itſelf 210, 


Plenty than ſome, if not moſt, or perhaps any other manufacturing Countries, is, 
of itſelf, ſufficient to make always à comparative Cheapneſs naturally, if, it 
may be, 10, 12, or 15 per Cent.; which we do admit, is à valuable Advan- 
tage. But totalk of its being either laudable in itſeſ, or beneficial to the Na- 
tion, have ENGLISH WOOL, FORTY, FIFTY, and SIXTY per 
Cent. under Par, is countenancing a moſt enormous Defire to take from Eng- 
liſh Growers ons HaLy of their Property for NoTHING. * A Doctrine 
like this, might probably go down well enough with ſome Perſons of a Mother 
Kingdom, towards its Provinces, Colonies, or foreign Plantations. But 
under the Character of a Patriot Gentleman, @ Perſon of Title and Property 
in the ſame Country, to give into ſuch a groſs unequal State of Things, is like 
that of turning Advocate for Suicide. To imagine the unnatural Violence here 
maintained againſt Engliſn Wool Growers, a PuBLic BENEFIT, any 
Way proportioned to the INJUSTICE of it, is a foul Miſtake ; fince that creates 
no additional Stock ; at moſt, makes only an Exchange of it, from the 
Right, t the Left, or wrong Hand; by which OwNERs Losk, WHAT 
USURPERS GAIN. 

3. In ſhort, when we are meditating national Advantages from Woolen 
Manufacture, the Intereſt of our Wool Growers ought not to be overlooked ; 
much leſs, trampled on—When we ſpeak of Benefit thence by Cur avvess of 
Materials, in a NATIONAL SENSE, we muſt, to ſpeak properly, either mean 
Materials of foreign Growth, totally, or in ſome Reſpect, different from the na- 
tive; in Courſe wanted, and therefore deſirable to be introduced in the beſt Man- 
ner, like dying Goods, for Example, Duty free; oR ELSE, we muſ! mean an | 
increaſed Growth of Home Materials, ſufficrent to occaſion a comparative 
Cheapneſs, and at the ſame Time, make up to the Nation in Quantity, what 
ſhall be wanting to Individuals in the uſual Price or Value: Ze! providing 
ALWAYS, that the ſame, if found Too Mucn for home Uſe, ſhall have ſome 

* On theſe Terms, it is not, properly ſpeaking, to by and ſell Woo]; but to rob, and be 


robbed of it only out of the common Road of Highway Collectors; yet, with this a ee g 
oe riſks no Manner of Danger; the otber hath no Means of Defence, or any Chance 


eſcape. 
p Vent 
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Vent ELSWHERE, rather than periſh in the Hands of the Producer. And, 
we add, is better, that Vent, 2eh:ch a Superfluity, commonly ſpeaking, will 
hove, ſhould be in an open legal, nat in a clandeſtine illicit Channel; albeit 
this Writer, in the Caſe of ENGLISH WOOL, fuppofing one of the Two, 
nt only unavoidable, but beneficial, prefers the latter. | 

4. And although by Perſons of his Alertneſs, it will be urged that, for the 
Sake of Cheapneſs merely, and Benefit thereby redounding to Manufacture, 
Importation of foreign Mools, the ſame in Quality with our own, ought to be 
encouraged, notwithſtanding ſuch a real or poſſible Plenty at Home, that either 
there is not, or at leaſt, needs not to be any» Want of them, yet we anfwer, g Ch. 179. 
this is not good Policy, à conſidered fingly and independently of other Rea- 4 1 
ſons; becauſe, it being a greater Benefit to produce, than to import, even * 203. 
Materials, is for the moſt Part, ſo much wiſer to encourage the former, than LP 
promote the latter, by bow much, it is better to be Sellers than Buyers of any 
Commodity whatſoever. And the Reaſon bolds ſtill flronger in Equity, againſt 
importing a particular Material, not actually wanted, ſo long as to ex- 
| fort that very Material, on any Terms, is abſolutely forbid. BUT if 
tis good Policy, for ſpecial Reaſons, 10 promote Importation freely of ſome 
Material, under the Circumſtances mentioned (Iriſh Wool for Example) 775 
ſurely but common Tuſtice as well as Wiſdom, on ſome legal Terms or another, 
to permit Exportation hence, of that very plentiful * Material here, which, the * Se Ch, 173. 
Writer under Conſideration, hath told us will (as to the ſuperfluous Part) §. 3. Nate, 
make its May beyond Sea; and without Detriment to this Kingdom ; for that 
„Ir PREVENTS IN OTHER COUNTRIES AN INCREASED FUND OF THEIR 
'* OWN GROWTH, MORE THAN IT DIMINISHES THE WORK OF ouR MA-, Ci. 
„ NUFACTURERS,” | F. 3. 


180. 


II. 
(Ch. 180 F. 14.) © We ought then to guard againſt all the Means which 
* might exhanſe the Price of cur Wool.” 


5. The Word enhanſe, ts bere uſed equivecaliy, not in its proper modern Sig- 
nification, A Commodity is then only enhanſed (as we now underſtand that Term ) 
oben artificially raiſed above its natural Value—Mhereas, what this Writer 
plainly mean't to ſay, though obliquely, is, That we ought by all poſſible Means to 
beat down the Price of our Wool, which is net only another Thing from 
enhanſing. but likewiſe, a Thing fo very unpalatable, that he has choſe to put a 
thin 
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t Ch. 180. 
§ 13. 
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thin Diſguiſe upon it in this Place; which nevertheleſs he makes no Difficulty of 
taking off very ſoon, (See Chap. 180. F. 15.) 

6. And here again if it be aſked, Why ſhould we not beat down the Price of 
our Wool by all poſſible means? Me anſwer, 1. Becauſe it is ous Wool, the 
Fruit of Engliſh Land and Labour alſo ; both which contributing 10 the Sup. 
port of Government, have a Right to common Protection, and not to be mage 
a free Booty or Prey of, either in the Whole, or, in Part, but to be held in 
the ſame Regard with all other Enghſh Property. 2dly. Above all, becauſe 
by this Writer's own Confeſſion, ſuch beating down the Price of our Wool, 
© OCCASIONS © ITS BEING SMUGGLED OVER INTO FOREIGN Markers.” 


III. 
Upon the Whole, of Chap. 180. 


7. It is difficult to ſay whether the Writer under Conſideration, is French, 
ar Engliſh. But, if the latter, us hath very ingenuouſly given the upper 
Hand to a Prohibition. — Ve ſay, ingenuouſly, becauſe he hath done it, xor 
with ſo much as a PRETENCE of thereby confining Engliſh Wools at Home, 
in any greater Degree than by a Duty: But the Reverſe, AND merely for the 
Sake of beating down their Price, and keeping them always comparatively low 
in England; altbougb he acknowledges the ſame to be a MxAxs or DF- 
% TERMINING THE COURSE OF THEM MORE VIOLENTLY INTO FOREIGN 
**« MarKeTs.” (See Chap. 180. F. 7. 

8. But if, on the other Hand, our Author is French (which we conceive 
not very improbable) his Performance in this Part, ts to be efteemed a Fineſle 
or Artifice, according to the Genius of that Nation, in favour of opening 
all Ports, &c. and of the Prohibition. 'Tis in ſhort, to be taken for an Ar 
gument of its being judged in France, that from Tuosz Two Meaſures jcintly, 
THEY expect to reap @ more plentiful Harveſt of Wool, Engliſh, ar Iriſh, 
AND (which is perhaps of greater Conſequence to TuEM) more Benefit by lle 
Whole of THEIR $MUGGLING TRADE, than under the Policies, of CERTAIN 
PorTs ONLY, and ef a Dur v, inſtead of an UTTER PROHIBIT 10N. 

g. Taking this Performance then (Ch. 180.) either in the Light of an Eng' 
liſh, or of a French Author; and that by it a Part was certainly acting 
(for ſo we deem it) and probably in Concert, 'tis no Wonder that what ac- 


Ry 
cordingly, was firſt to be played off in France, where, in theſe Ferry 
[ 


6 
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i4 could anſwer no dire Ends, ſhould ſoon after be exhibited upon the Stage 
of England, for which 17 was inTENpeD. 


genuine Efecis of a Dur v, and the certain, natural, Conſequences of a Pro- 
H1BITION, have been in this Tract, ſo far admitted that it were to be wiſhed 
the LANDED INTEREST of THIS KinGpom might be ſuffered, or rather, 
| could be prevailed with, to join Iſſue thereupon ; and that, after trying by Dint 
of fair Argument, the Merits of each, ruBL1c MeasvRrEs might be talen 
accordingly : For if, NATIONALLY ſpeaking, the waoLE UTILITY of a Pro- 
hibition is put upon the DEARNESs it creates, of Engliſh Wool 0 roretGN 
MANUFACTURERS; then is the Matter reduced to one ſingle Queſtion, via. What 
is that DEARNESS, or ADVANCED PRICE, at which Foreigners do purchaſe 
it? This being known nearly; that a Duty might be calculated, to have the very 
ſame Effect, is demanſtrable, as that two and two are equal Numbers. But if 
the Advantage of a Prohibition, is made (with this Author) to conſt in a 
poſitive artificial Cheapneſs, zEYoND what such A Dur v, as hath been 
2 create; THAT, is is fraining Things extremely againſt the GRoweR; 
and chiefty, tis apprehended, FOR THE BENEFIT Of SMUGGLERS, 


CLXXXII. 


C HAP. 


An Extract of Preceedings before the Houſe of Commons, 
relating to Wool, from 1661-2 to 1752, 


Various Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts. 
The Copy of an Amſterdam Price Courant, March 15, 1753. 


An Account of Engliſh Wool run into Bou loNE, betwixt October, 17 54, 
and March, 1755. 


* 


1. 14 Car. 134 Law paſſed relating to Wool, ſee the * Statute. 11 18 
1671-2. A Bill to prevent the Exportation of Wool preſented, and Ch.44, P. $. 


M m paſſed 


10. This methinks is not unlikely. But howſoever it bein Reality, the 3 5 Wh. 
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pafſed the Commons : The Lords amend it, and (after a Conference with 
the Lords upon their Amendment) the Commons agree to their Ameng. 
ments, whe 
1672-3, An engroſſed Bill from the Lords to prevent the Tranſportation 
of Wool: It does not appear whether the Commons paſſed it. 

1675. Another from the Lords to the fame Effect; but what became 
of the Bill does not appear. 

1677. A Bill preſented in the Commons to prevent the Exportation 
of Wool ; but did not paſs. | 

1688-9. A Bill Þ paſſed to prevent the Exportation of Wool. 

1690-1. A Bill to prevent the Exportation of Wool: This Bill went 
no farther than a Committee. , 

1693-4 A Bill to prevent the Exportation of Wool, and for other 
Purpoſes : This Bill was reported, but the Report never conſidered, 

1694-5. A Bill to prevent the Exportation of Wool, and for the better 
Payment of Workmen's Wages employed in the Woolen ManufaQtures— 
This Bill was reported; but was recommitted, and never reported again. 

1695-6. A Bill to prevent the Exportation of Wool, and to encourage 
the Importation thereof from Ireland : This Bill paſſed into a Law. 

1696-7. A Committee was appointed to confider of Methods to pre- 
vent the Exportation of Wool came to ſeveral Revolutions — Bill ordered 
thereupon An Account preſented by the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms 
of Informations they have received, relating to the running of Wool--- 
A Debate in the Houſe, whether the Bill ſhould be engroſſed-- The De- 
bate adjourned from Time to Time; and at laſt paſſed in the Negative. 

1697-8. Two Bills preſented this Seſſion, to prevent the Exportation 
of Wool: N. B. One of them paſſed into a Law. 

1698-9. A Committee was appointed to conſider of the moſt proper 
Methods to prevent the Exportation of Wool Several Repreſentations 
from the Board of Trade (entered in the Journal) to prevent the Expor- 
tation of Wool, and encourage the Woolen Manufactures- Heads of a 
Bill reported, and Bill ordered -preſented and read the firſt Time, but 
never read a ſecond Time. | 

1699-17500. A Committee appointed to prevent the Exportation of 
Wool-— agreed to a Report; but it was never made to the Houſe. 

2 


1721-2 


1 


* 


| meals A Report: PS hp upon a Petition complaining 
of Abuſes committed by Perſons deputed by the Commiſſioners ap- 


pointed to prevent the Exportation of Wool-—Theſe Abuſes were, 
the ſeizing Wool under Pretence of its being for Exportation, and 


then taking large Sums of Money from the Owners thereof, to have it re- 
turned Im the Courſe of this Inquiry, ſeveral Propoſals were offered to the 
Committee, to prevent the Exportation of Wool—One John Purchaſe pro- 
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poſed a general * Regiſtry of all Wool grown in the Kingdom Whereupon © Ch. 51. 


the Commons reſolved, that the moſt effectual Way was, to eſtabliſh a 
general Regiſter of all Wool grown in the Kingdom: And one other Way 
was, to prohibit any Wool from being Water borne. 

1702-3. A Reſolution to go into a Committee to conſider of Laws againſt 
exporting Wool—A Petition againſt exporting it---A Bill for that Purpoſe 
preſented ; but never read a fecond Time. 


1703-4. Copy of an Agreement between her Majeſty and the King of 


Portugal i, relating to the importing of Wines into England and Woolen © Ch. 19% 
ManufaQures into Portugal, together with a long Letter of Mr. Methuen's, 22 


laid before the Houſe, &c. 


1707-8 Several Petitions to prevent the Exportation of Wool and Wool- 
fels referred to a Committee---Reſolution, that it appeared to the Com- 


mittee that great Quantities of Wool had been clandeſtinely exported into 


foreign Parts---Report ordered to lie upon the Table. 
1709-10. Several Petitions complaining of the Importation of Ir: Yarn-+- 
referred to a Committee, and a Bill ordered, but never was preſented. 
1710-11. Several Petitions againſt the Importation of 1r:/> Yarn into 
England. Referred to a ſelect Committee -The Committee made a Report; 
which was referred to the Committee of Supply, but nothing further 
done. | 


1711-12. Several Petitions againſt exporting Wool to France, referred 
to a Committee, but no Report made. 


1712-13. Accounts laid before the Houſe, viz. of Woo'en Manufactures 


exported for four Years before the Year 1703---The Species and Quanti- , s,, Cn. 97. 
ties 5 in the ſeveral Years being diſtinguiſhed---Of Woolen Manufactures $ 7. Ch. 10 6. 


ſhipped at the Port of London for France from Chriſtmas 1668 to Chriſt- 
mas 1669---Of Woelen Manufactures exported to Portugal for four Years; 
dittinzuiſhing the Species and Quantities in the ſeveral Years---An Addrefs 
Mm 2 


to 


8. 14. Note, 
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to her Majeſty voted, for a Proclamation with a Reward to ſuch as (hall 
diſcover any Perſon exporting Wool from Great Britain or Irelend. 

1713-14. A Committee appointed to conſider of Heads of a Bill to pre- 
vent running of Wool Report a great Number of Reſolutions--- A Bill 
preſented and committed——Dropped in the Committee—An Addreſs for 
a further Reward to ſuch as ſhall diſcover any Perſons exporting Wool, 
till further Provifion is made by Parliament to prevent it. 

1714-15. Several Petitions againſt exporting Wool to France—Report and 
Reſolutions, and Bill ordered ; but never was preſented. 

1715-16. A Bill againſt Exportation of Wool, Wool-Fells, Cc. pre. 
ſented—A Petition from the Deputies of the States of the Iſles of Yerſey, 
and Guernſey, againſt ſome Parts of the Bill—The Petitioners ordered to be 
heard by Counſel—The Bill dropped in the Committee. 

1717-18. Several Petitions for the Importation of 1+: Tarn; but no- 
thing done. 

1718-19. Several Petitions againſt the Exportation of Wool All ordered 
to lie upon the Table Two Accounts of Wool imported from Ireland or- 
dered ; but were never preſented. | | 

1719-20. An Addreſs for a Reward to ſuch as ſhall diſcover Perſons 
running Wool; and that his Majeſty will direct the Commuthoners of 
Trade during the Receſs of Parliament to confider of a Method to pre- 
vent the running of Wool, and to lay the ſame before the Houſe, the 
next Seſſion. | 

1720-1. A long Report from the Board of Trade to prevent the running 
of Wool, laid before the Houſe—A great Number of Petitions complain- 
ing of Iriſþ Wool being run into France—All ordered to lie upon the 
Table, and nothing more done. 

1726-7, Three Accounts, of what Woolen Manufactures, with their 
Value, have been exported to Turkey, Italy, and the Streights, for ſeven Years 


to Chriſtmas 1725, preſented to the Houſe. (See F. 2.) 


1 Ch. 127. 
18 


1729-30. The Letter (w) in the Journal of this Year tore out of the 
Index—And I don't find any thing about Wool. f 

1731-2 Several Petitions againſt exporting Wool Commiſſioners of 
Trade preſent d Propoſals to prevent running of Wool—A ' Bill to render 
former Acts for that Purpoſe more effectual paſſed into a Law. 


1733-4» 


Chap. 162. ADDITIONS. 

1733-4. Several Petitions to prevent the Exportation of Wool, referred 
to a Committee; but the Committee never made a Report. | 
1735-6. Reſolution for a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider 


of the Heads of a Bill to prevent the Exportation of Wool from Great 
Britain and Ireland, but nothing more done. 


1737-8. Several Petitions complaining of the Decay of the Woolen 


Manufacture; and all of them, except one from Taviſtock, attribute it to 
the running of Wool from Great Britain and Ireland to foreign Parts—The 
Petition from Tawfock ſets forth that the Decay of Trade is owing to the 
great Number of ſpinning Houſes fet up in the adjacent Villages, where 
the Manufacturers employ the poor in ſpinning ; and inſtead of 16 Ounces, 
make them ſpin 18 or 20 Ounces to the Pound—And that though there 
are public Scales in the Town, and Perſons to weigh the Wool before 'tis 
ſent to ſpin, yet 'tis never done; which obliges them not to do their Work 
ſo well as it ought to be done, and has by that means occaſioned many 
Serges to be returned from abroad, to the great Deſtruction of Trade 
All theſe ordered to lie upon the Table. | 

1738-9. A Bill for taking off the Duties upon Woolen and Bay Yarn 
imported from Ireland, and for the more effectual preventing the Expor- 
tation of Wool from Great Britain, and of Wool manufactured from Fre- 
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land to foreign Parts. N. B. This Bill* was brought in upon ſeveral rg 142. 


Reſolutions, and paſfed into a Law. 
1729-40. A Petition from Torrington in the County of Devon, com- 


tation of Wool—Ordered to lie upon the Table. 

28 Feb. 1739. Ordered, that a Bill be brought in to amend an Act 23 
Hen. VIII, intitled, For the winding of Wool; which Act was made 
perpetual by an Act 12 Eliz.“ and that Sir Myles Stapylton, Mr. Wil- 
tinſon and Mr. Vere do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


plaining of the Decay of the Woolen Manufacture, owing to the Expor- 


1740-1. Several Petitions complaining of the Decay of the Woolen 1 Ch. 145. 


Manufacture, owing to the running of Wool, and alſo to unfkilful Per- P. S. 


ſons exerciſing the Woolen Manufacture An Account of Wool ſeized 


for ſeven Years, to Chriſtmas 1740 (250 Fleeces ! was the Quantity ſeized) = Ch. 793. 
—Reſolution for a public Regiſtry in Great Britain and Ireland An Ad- F. 124 125. 


areſs that the Commiſſioners of Trade may prepare a Scheme for a pub- 
lie Regiſtry againſt next Seſſion An Account of the Value of Woolen Ma- 


nufactures 
* 
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nufactures exported to Turkey from 1720 to 1740 (Value * 258298]. 16; 34 
An Account of the Quantity of Woolen Manufactures exported | 
Time, preſented - Dꝰ to Ruſſia in that Time, preſented. 
1741-2 Two Petitions complaining of the Decay of the Woolen Manu. 
fatures — Both theſe Petitions attribute it to unſkilful Perſons engaging in 
« Ch. 149. the Trade—Referred to a Committee, but no Report made Report from 
the Board of Trade for a public Regiſtry preſented and ordered to he 
printed A Bill to oblige Maſters of Veſlels ſeized for unlawful exporting 
of Wool, to give Security for Coſts—Paſſed into a Law—An Account of 
Woolen Goods exported fince Chriſtmas 1715, preſented —An Account 
of Woolen Yarn imported from Ireland ſince 1729, preſented An Account 
of Wool carried Coaſtwiſe, preſented. 
in 1742-3. Several Petitions for regiſtering Wool, ordered to lie upon th 
| Table. 3 =o | 
g 1743-4. A Petition of Jon Smitb, together with a Scheme to prevent 
i running of Wool—Queſtion to refer it to a Committee—Negative +. 
An Account of Woolen ManufaQtures exported to Turkey from 1740 
| to 1743, ordered, but never preſented. COD | 
1744-5. The Houſe went into a Committee to conſider the State of the 
Woolen Manufacture in Great Britain and Ireland—Henry Baxter, and 
See Ch. 185. Bradſhaw * were examined before the Committee (See the Committee Book 
$. 11, of that Year) Lowndes's Petition preſented, and referred to the Committee— 
Report made with ſeveral Propoſals—Lowndes's ? Scheme printed by Or- 
7 179 ger of the Houſe Account of Woolen Manufactures exported from 1737 
to 1744 Account of Wool and Yarn carried coaſtwiſe for ſeven Years — 
Account of Bonds given in Relation to Wool; and of Wool and Yarn 
ſeized by the Officers of the Cuſtoms, for 10 Years—Account of Wool, &c. 


in that 
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| * Weſuppoſe this to have been the annual Value upon a Medium for that Term, or other- 
| wiſe a Miſtake in the Tranſcriber; becauſe by a Cuſtom Houſe Account (ſee 17 26-7) to be ex- 
i hibited preſently, the Medium of ſeven years to 1725, was 222807 l. 15. 64. 2. : 

+ This Petition, &c. was the Authors; and had been ſome Weeks on the Table, when twas 
FB thought proper by a few worthy Members to move for its being referred to a Committee—The 
iy Negative was ſaid to have been owing to Mr. 4———n , then one of the Members 
| =_ —ch, who, although he had oftner than once or twice, within the Space of an Hour 
þ * Py | before the Motion, conſented to wave his Oppoſition, (as was conceived) yet had nat Reſolu- 
F tion enongh to withold it—A Tra& publiſhed on the Occaſion had been ſent to that Gentleman 
| ſome Days before; which he confeſſed he had not read, becauſe it would have coſt him fei“ 
IW three He.. - While the Affair was under Debate, a Member going into the Houſe, met 
ſeveral coming out; and aſking one of them what was doing within, he anſwered, ſemetſi g 


about Ile. To which the other replied gravely, Aud do You run away from it * 
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carried coaſtwiſe—Account of Woolen Manufactures exported from Eng- 1 
und Account of Woolen Yarn imported from Ireland, ſeverally preſented 1 
to the Houſe—A Petition of George Bonnel, that he had prepared a Scheme 1 
to prevent running of Wool—Ordered to lie upon the Table—An Ac- 
count of Spaniſh Wool imported to Scotland from 1731 to 1944—the Quan- 
tity 5255 C. Weight Account of dꝰ. imported into England from 1725 to 
173; - This laſt Account is wanting. 
1745-6. Several Petitions recommending a public Regiſtry of Wool— 
A great Number of Accounts relating to Wool ordered, but none of them 
preſented. 
1751-2. Several Petitions againſt the falfe winding of Wool 5, and ex- Chap. 193. 
ceſſiye marking of Sheep referred to a Committee, who are to report and 73, 74 
Opinion thereupon Report made and printed. 


N. B. The Author is indebted to a moſt worthy Knight of a Shire, 0h does 
not think the Affair of Wool beneath his Attention, for every Thing contained 
in this Chapter, except F. 3. and $. 8. The above long Roll of Proceedings 
before the Commons, though ſuperficial and not altogether perfect, yet may be 
of ſome Uſe in more Regards than one. 1. As a Chart or Map of Tranſactiens 
for go Years , many of them not to be ſeen elſewhere in print. 2. For thoſe 
who have Acceſs to Journals, as an Index of Direction, where to look for ori- 
ginal Papers which they ſhall be curious enough to inſpeᷣt. 3. Above all, it 
tells the troubled, perplexed, and even bewildered State of this Kingdom in Re- 
ference to Wool, ever fince the Reſtoration, when an abſolute Prohibition 
firſt took place; and which is ſome Argument, of that not having been a pro- 
per Policy or Meaſure for the Purpoſe, we ſhall * ſhew, intended by it. r Ch. 196. 
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II. 


2. The total Value of Woolen Manufactures exported to Turkey, La- 
% and the Streights for 7 Years to 1725, viz. to 


33 wr ng — 


Turkey. Italy. The Szreights. 
FF S. D. * 
1719 290673 13 9 36951 12 9 250788 8 5 i 
1720. 337066 17 6 44732 14 7 239773 15 11 1 
1721 120295 6 8 22875 10 10 289456 14 3 4 
1722 236556 17 1 67736 6 10 412374 13 17 4 
8 1723 f 
5 
1 
| f | 
4 ö 
1 
IM 5 * 1 rn T of I 
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Turkey. 1taly. The Streights, 
A ² Q ASM. 
1723 143508 16 8 46472 15 2 320812 18 2 
1724 191132 6 3 33274 © 1 472380 ©}; 


1725 240416 12 11 81321 © 5 370426 15 3 
Cuſtom Houſe, Inſpector 
Generals Office April 6, 1727. 


1745 
1746 
1747 
174.8 
1749 
1750 


21601 
71411 


69287 
42836 
43208 
45439 


Yarn Stones. 


80332 
131775 
141288 
229425 
170345 
1862 50 


IV 


From Chriſtmas 1743 to Chriſtmas 1744 


1745 
1746 
1747 
1748 
1749 
1750 
1751 
1752 
1753 


John Oxenford, 
Aſſiſtant J. G. 


Putting together theſe Accounts, the three laſt Years will be found to have 

exceeded the three next foregoing, by more than 155000 {. Not only fo, but 

Chap. 171. of ſeven Years, from 1718 to 1724 inclufive *, the whole woolen Exports from 

England, in the three laſt of them, exceeded the three immediately preceding, 

by upwards of £ 680000—— Notwithſtanding which, it is to be remarked, that 

Wool fell preciſely in the Years 1723, 4, 5, to a very low Pitch. See 
Ch. 171. Ne. 1. 6. 11, 12, N“. iv. Ns. v. 


III. 
3. Wool and Yarn imported from Ireland to England, viz. 


Wool Stones. 


— 


4. An Account of the Value of Woolen Manufactures entered for 
Ex portation from England, from Chriſtmas 1743, to Chriſtmas 1753 
diſtinguiſhing each Vear; only the odd Shillings and Pence omitted in the 
Total of every Vear. 


4 
2,762, 869 
2,9475357 
3.646,84 
3.55403 
3,514,390 
42477851 
4,320,000 
4,206,762 


3,7 18,123 


422233233 
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Norte, This and the laft foregoing Account, with ſome more, will be reſumed 
in another Place , in order to make the proper uſe of them. | . 7 193 
» Oc. 
V. 
A Price courant of Spaniſh Wool at Amſterdam, March 1 5, 17 533 alſo - 
of Engliſh Wool there, at the ſame time. 1 
1753 Stivers Ia lib. 1719 * 2 8 s 7 
5. Leoneſa 40 2441 Ch. 172. 41 
Segovia fine 38 239 — 36a 37 44 
Dho ordinaria 36237 — 30a 37 . 
Soria Segoviana, 352 39 — 32a 33 7 
Soria 33 2 34 i" 
Seguenca Segoviana 32 a 33 — 30 4 31 14 
Seguenca 30 4 31 — 21 a 30 1 
Alberſina fina 8a 9 — 272 28 by 
Dho ordinaria 212238 ð¶ — 218a922 | | 
Eſtremina 22 223 — | 
. Caravacca 23a 25 — 1 
Navarra 13614 1: - 13 a 14 1 
Eſparagoſſa 294232 = 
Caceres 28 a 30 — 27 a 28 | 
Cabeca del Buey $a 2 — 6658 1 
Eſtremadura 23224 —— 232 24. 1 
Andaluſia 21 a 23 20 A 22 
Portugal 24a 30 — , 22a 28 
Dha peel wol 1421 — 7 
Fy T. Segovia 342 4234 = | 
Fy T. Soria | 
Segoviana 30 42 32 
Fy T. Soria 28a 30 MA 
Lambs Wool 100 lb. Florins. if 
Sucios Leoneſes 85a go Dbos Lavados 110 a 120 
De Segovia 80 a 85 100 a 110 = 
Soria Segovia 75 a 80 90 a 100 1 
Soria 70a 75 85 a 90 1 
N n Ordi- 
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Chap. 185. 
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§. 85. 


aSee Ch, 193. 
§. 74. 
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6 Boulogne, betwixt October 1754, and March 1755. viz, 
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Ordinarios 60 a 65 — do a 85 
Portugal 40 a 50 5 95 a 108 


N. B. All theſe, ſubject to the cuſtomary Deductions, &c. of Am ſterdam 


which for want of ſufficient Information, we cannot fully explain; was in 
Hopes of it from Mr. Poſtlethwait's T. ranſlation of Savary, but are? 4 iſap- 


pointed. 


6. ENGLISH WOOL from 8 to 10 Stivers the * Pound—eleven of 
which Stivers make twelve Engliſb Pennies. 

7. Inpoſt Duties on all Sorts of Wool brought into Holland are 2 fer cent, 
of the Value. Export 2 + per Cent. 

The above Circumſtances of Engliſh Wool at the Market of Amſterdam , 
its Price there, compared with thoſe of Spain and Portugal; and the very ſmall 
Difference (only half per Cent.) between import and export Duties on ALL 
Wools, without Diſtinction of Country, in Holland, muſt furely give us ther 
Notions of that Commodity in general, and what our own Country in parti 


cular produces, than are to be conceived from the far greater Part of Engliſh 
Writers on the Subject. | 


VI. 


8. Extract from 4 Letter to 2 noble Lord, printed 17 55, containing a 
new Diſcovery, &c. An Account of the Quantity of Wool run into 


Merchants in Boulogne to Combed Fleece 
whom in general, Smug- Wall Weol 
glers ſell their Wool. Packs Packs 

«« Mon. Becquereb | nds Es 87 

« Mon. James Coilliot SE 

Monſ. William Coilliot 83 36 

e Monſ. John Þ Bell 94 48 

&« Monſ. Hamorell | : 42 

«© Monſ. Germain Dallet 17 38 
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Ghap. 183. A DDITION S 


From Mr. eier s DicTionaxy os ComMercs, viz. 
Kingdoms and Countries producing Wool; and where Woolen 
Manufacturies are efftabliſhed, which have not been mentioned 


at all (or if ſome few of them, not ſo particularly) Chap. 
120, 121 of this Work nor in thoſe Chapters which Mr. P. 
hath thence tranſcribed into his Dictionary; nor in any 
other Part of theſe Memoirs. FR 


I. 
| A dom of Naples in Haly: The Country cold and mountainous, yet fer- 
tile: The People induſtrious, given to Manufa@yre; particulacly the W.ooLEN. 

2. Achaia, now Livagia, a Province of Turky in Europe, is large and 1. 
populous ; its Trade conſiſts in ſome Moolen Stuffs, &c. 

3. Madagaſcar, an African Iſland, abounds with ſpacious Plains, extra- 26. 
ordinary good Paſtures, a Number of Oxen and Cow, and great Herds 
of SHEEP, 

4. Laugerotes, or Laucerota, in the Canary lands, is divided by a Ridge 28, 
of Mountains depaſtured with Sueer: Allo 7 enertff is well ſtocked with 
SHEEP, 


5. Nice, a Town of Bytbinia, a Diſtrict of Afia Minor, hath a conſide- 59 
rable Traffic in FINE CLoTH, and other Levantine Manufattures: Nico- 
media, a rich and papulous City, in WoOLE ]] CLoTus, 

6. Aladulia, another Provinge of Alia Minor, comprehending Cappa- 60. 
dicia and the leſſer &rmenia, though unfit for Tillage, hath Abundance 
of fine paſture Graunds, and beſides other Cattle, vat Herds of Suze. 

7. Cordiva, the next City in Dignity to Seville, the Capital of Andalufa, 63. 
a Province in Spain, carries on a great Variety of Manufactures; parti- 
culatly Wool Rx, of the in Kind, and in very great Perfection. 

8. The Iſland of Gba, for fo large an Extent of Country, accounted 76. 
the beſt. Land in Amerida, hath Plenty of SHEEP. 


9. Arabia deſerta' hath Plains and Vallies that feed a great Nome of . 


SHEEP, Nun 2 One 
3 : 


BRUZEZzO the farther. One Part of a Province in the King- Vol I. p. 3. 


x63. 


242. 
246. 


291. 


329. 


362. 
364. 


365. 


384. 
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10, One Commodity of Candia, a large Ifland in the Mediterranean, is 
Wool: And from Samos is exported Wool: And from Thermia an 
Iſland in the Archipelago. 


11; In the Iſland of Cyprus are ManufaQtures of Cotton and ol, the 
beſt in all the Eaſt. 


12. Aſirabad in Perſia : Here are made a great many brown Druggets, 

and other light STupFs, 

13. Auſtrian Netherlands. This Spot once the Center of the Woolen Ma- 
mufattures; which are ſtill a Branch of Buſineſs there. At Vianden in 
the Dutchy of Luxemburgh they have a conſiderable Trade in Woor Ex 
Crorns. At Limburgb and Mons are no inconſiderable ManufaQures for 
WoorLen Srurrs: At Ghent in Auſtrian Flanders, they have large Manu- 
factures of Clorus and Srurrs; inſomuch that of 50 Companies of 
Tradeſmen there, thoſe relating to the Voolen Manufactures, make one 
Third. Nor are Bruges and Courtray, and Dieſt in Brabant, without a 
great Trade in WooLEN CLoTHs. 


14. In Tercera, one of the Azores Iſlands, are a Number of large Oken 
and SHEep. 
15. Sundiva, an Ifland in the Eaſt Indies, abounds with SREEP. 
16. In the City of Berne, is a Manufacture of certain Stuffs introduced 
by French Refugees. 
17. There is a great Quantity of Blankets manufactured at Paris, and 
in ſome Provinces of France; particularly in Nermandy, Auvergne and 
Languedoc : The French alſo import a great many ; particularly from Cata- 
lonia, Spain, Flanders, and England. Thoſe of Catalonia are very beautiful 
and fine. 
18. Diet in Brabant is noted for its Woolen Cloths, Hoſe, &c. and in 
Boiſledue the Linen and WooLen Manufactures flouriſh. 
19. In Carolina are made Druggets with Silk and Wool. 
20. In Virginia, before the ſettling of the Engliſb there, were neither 
Horſes, Cows, Sheep, or Swine ; at preſent there is plenty of them ALL. 
21. In Maryland is no Woolen Manufacture, except in Somerſet County. 
22. In Penſylvania is plenty of Oxen, Cows and Syeee—Of the latter 
tis common for Farmers to have Four or Five HUNDRED in a Flock. | 
23. The Dutchy of Hanover hath fine Meadows and Fields; affords 


SHEEP z and Wool for Export. 
24+ Cali- 
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24. California hath excellent Paſturage in all Seaſons "ak 1 and ſmall 

Cattle. ' 

25. Cambreſis, a Province in France, North of Picardy, hath excellent 435. 

Paſtures for Sheep; the Wool of which is extremely fine, and much eſteemed. 

26. Canada, The Meadow Grounds are well watered; yield excellent 440. 

Graſs ; and breed great Quantities of large and ſmall Cattle. 

27. Illinois: an Indian People inhabiting near a River of that Name: 442» 

The Lands on both Sides afford ſuch Plenty of Paſture that they are co- 

vered with Herds of large and ſmall Cattle. 

28. Louifiana : The whole Country abounds with an infinite Variety of 

Cattle, and every Thing that Life can deſire. 

29. At Chalons in Champagne, ſome Years ago they ſet up a Manufac- 481. 

tory of Shalloons and other thin Stuffs, which ſell very well both within 

the Kingdom and in foreign Parts. 

30. At Otorno, an inland Town in the Kingdom of Chili, they make 488. 

WooLEN STUFFS, 

31. Villa Rica: Moſt of the Inhabitants of this Town work in Woor, 

and make very good CLoTHn. 

32, The chief Benefit of the Venetians from Dalmatia, is, that they re- 614. 

ceive from thence a great Quantity of Corn and > Mutton. b ny. $70" 

33- Among the Merchandiſes proper for that Trade which the Dutch wy 

carry on with the Spaniards in America, are ALL SokTs of WooLEN Ma- 

NUFACTUREs made at Liſſe, Valenciennes, Abbeville, Leyden and Harlem. 

34. From Fez, a Kingdom in Africa, Goods exported are, Wool, &c, 7?“ 

The Country is fruitful in Wool, Cc. In the Province of Cxavs, 

Mount Beni Jaſga feeds GREAT FLOCKS OF SHEEP; WHosE Wool, 18 $0 

FINE AND LONG, THAT THEY WEAVE IT INTO SUPERFINE CLOTHS, 

which are As LIGHT AND NEAT AS SILK. 

35. In Life, the Capital City of French Flanders, is a conſiderable Ma- 794- 

nufacture of Serges, and other WooLtn Srurrs: At Doway the chief 

Trade conſiſts in making and vending WorsTzD CaMLETs: At Menin 

is ſome Trade in Wool Ex Srurrs there manufactured. 

356. Ypres is a rich and trading Town, the Capital of a fruitful trading 
Country, in Says, wrought Silks, Cc. Bergen St. Minox hath a Manufac- 

tury of WooLEN CLoTE, 


37. At 


i. 
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839. 


846. 
914. 


915. 
923. 


928. 
940. 


967. 
982. 


983. 


984. 


985. 
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J. At Florence in Traly are Manufactures of Serges and various Kinds of 
CLoTHs. 


38. Erlingen in Frances, fifty Years ago, a ſmall Village, now, a well 
built Town, owes its flouriſhing State to a Colony of French Refugees who 


ſet up all Sorts of Manufacture. At Arſpach are good Manufactures erected 


by French Refugers. 

39. Sweinfurt on the Maine: Its Territory the richeſt Spot in Franconia: 
The Inhabitants export WooLten CLoTn. 

40. The whole Coaſt of Malaguerte has great Plenty of Sntep, 

41. In Salmichi, the capital City of Macedonia, which * affords great 
Quantities of Wool, &c. the Fews have a Monopoly of the Manufactures 
of ALL THE STUFFS made for the Uſe of the Janiſaries. 

42. In Candia are Abundance of SHEEP and Wool. 

43. Groningen, one of the ſeven United Provinces, abounds with good 


Paſtures and large Herds of great and ſmall Cattle, 


44. Exports from England to Africa, Wool CaRps, Sc. 
45. Walſtrade, a conſiderable Town in the Datchy of Hanover, with 


. a Trade in Wool. 


46. Japan: Cattle of all Sorts in vaſt Numbers. | 
47. Indoſtan, or the Empire of the great Mogul: Towards Perſ and 
Tartary they have fine large Sheep ; whereas thoſe in the South are thin 
and long thanked, with red Hair on their Backs inſtead of Wool, and 
their Fleſh is tean and dry. 

48. Caſimere, a Province of Indeflan : Their own Woo! Fines THAN 
Spxxten: Their Merchants that go every Year from one Mountain to ano- 
ther, to gather Wool, ſay, that between thoſe Mountains which are inde- 
pendant on this Province, there are ſeveral Vallies of god Land, which 


pay an annual Tribute to the Government, in Leather, and Wool. 


49. Mearta, a Town in the Province of Agra, or Tagftan prop 7, has 
a great Trade in and Wool EN CLOTH Labor Province hath 
Manufactutes of Wool EN STUFFS Raypore in the ſouthern Divifion 
abounds with ———— and FINE CLoTH. 
50. Canow, a large City, with a great Trade in CLoTH. 
51. Golconda Kingdom ibounds with SaEEP. 


52 Coro- 
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52. Coromandel Coaſt: Multitudes of Sheep with xo Woot, but a lit- 986. 
tle Har. 31 44 | | 70 50 
53. Verviers on the River Weſe, has a very flouriſhing Manufactury of Vol. Il. 
Woorzn Crorns, ſaid to be nothing ihferior to thoſe made in England ES. 
go that their Trade extends all over Germany, and even into the North 
of Europe, to Italy and Turkey: Near this Town ftands the Borough of 
Hedimont; where they alſo make a great Quantity of Wool EN Crorns. 

54. Nxau, called Eupin by the Inhabitarits, a Borough more conſide- 75. 
rable than many Cities, for its Inhabitants and Trade: They make here 
Wooten CLorus faid to be as good and fine as theſe made in ENGLAND3 
eſpecially the ſcarlet, blue, and black. They have a confiderable Trade for 
them throughout the Country, and eſpecially in Germany. | 

55. Vianden has a conſiderable Trade in Wool EN Crorus; with 119. 
which they furniſh the whole Province. 

56. Vera Paz Province. One Commodity is Wool: Chiapa : Woot. 248. 

57. Moldavia, a Principality of European Turkey, hath a good Breed of 282. 
SHEEP, 

58. Moravia, Marquiſate, a Principality of Bobemia. Its Paſtures are filled 292. 
with SHEEP : Iglau, a populous Town of this Province, trades in COARSE 
WoolEx CLoTHs, which they make and dreſs themſelves. 

59. Morocco: The Meors export Woor. | | 293. 
| bo, The Diaguites, a Nation of Paraguay preper, in South America, 40). 
employ themſelves in feeding Cattle, efpecially SnEET H; the Wool of 
which is manufactured and dyed by them; and a great Commerce is made 
of it throughout the Province. The Shrxy are very large, though their 
Wool is very fine. | 
61. Parma, a Dutchy in Ttaly, hath Wooten ManurAcCTURE. 422. 


62. Quito, A Spaniſh Province in America, hath Abundance of Cows and 450. 
SHEEP, Quito the capital City, is a Market for ALL Sox rs or CLOTH, and 
for Wool. | | 

63. Guayaquil, 185 Miles diſtant from Quito: Commodities exported 451. 
thence are Wool. EN CLoTn, commonly called Cloth of Quito, be- 
cauſe made in that City. L 


64. Portugal: The Wooten MANUFACTURES of this Country are of 508. 


* From this Inſtance, and that in F. 47, is to be concluded, that they are Exceptions, in 
aure, from what Sheep commonly are, and that all the others mentioned, do produce Woot. 
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© See Ch. 120, 
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ſo indifferent and coarſe a Nature, that they are only worn by the meaner 
Sort: Province of Alentejo, the Country fine and fertile, the People moſtly 
Farmers: Eluas: The chief Trade of this Town is WooLEx Manure acrtypy, 

65. Sardinia breeds vaſt Herds of large and ſmall Cattle—$So that be- 
ſides its Home Conſumption, it furniſhes Italy with Woor. 

66. Saxony (beſides © Gorlitz) Zittaw, a fine City, and a great Manu- 
facture of CLoTu: Camitæ, a populous little City, with a Manufacture of 
both Wool EN and Linen CLoTH: Guben, a large and populous Tow n 
has a Wooten MANUFACTURE : Somerfield has alſo a WoolEN Many- 
FACTURE : Calow, A GREAT MARKET FoR Wool. 

67. North- Strand, an Iſland in the German Ocean, hath Abundance 
of SHEEP. | 

68. Suabia Circle, in Germany: a good Breed of Surry. 

69. Switzerland: Every Canton or Province in Summer, affords good 
Paſture to the SHEEP. 

70. Dillembergh on the River Dilla (Germany *) has a good Trade in 
Cattle and WooLEn Goods: Herbron, upon the ſame River, in Cotton 


and WooLtn Crorus: Hanau, The Walloons have eſtabliſhed here 97 5 


ral Manufactures; viz. Wool EN STUFFs, &c. 
71. N. B. We have made this Collection, as alſo thoſe before * from the At- 
las General, and Salmon's modern Hiſtory, with ſome others ; becauſe we have 


found that what of the ſame Kind lies ſcattered in ſuch large Works, being ſeen 


* Gen. Ev. May 10, 1755. 
Cologn, April 22. 

* We have Advice from Aix la Chapelle of an Inſurrection in that City, on the Occaſſon of 
© anew Manufacture ſet up under the Protection of the Magiſtrates—The Sheer Men and other 
% WooLEn Manufacturers having called in to their Aſſiſtance thoſe of Liege and the neigh- 
** bouring Towns, fell with great Rage on the new ManufaQury, to deſtroy it. Many Blows 
„ were given; and ſome Blood ſhed, | | 

Gen. Ev. May 13, 1755. | 

Bruſſels, May 3. 

* A dreadful Fire has almoſt conſumed the Village of Zoetre in Campine : As there was à 
* ManufaQtory of CLoTH in the Village, the Loſs is very conſiderable. 

Gen. Ev. May 15, 1755. ä 

Leipfic, May 3. | p : 

“ An Ordinance is iſſued, whereby the King prohibits, till further Notice, the Importation 
e of ALL FOREIGN WooOoLEnMANUFACTURES———Mlt the Rate moſt of the German Courts 
% deal with Us in the WooLEn MANUFACTURES, it ſeems high Time to encourage Ireland and 
Scotland, by à total Prohibition of foreign Linens.” | 

Gen. Ev. May 20, 1755. 

„The laſt Accounts from By/ten in New England, adviſe, that SEVERAL Hu erg 
«© SEEEP were lately found dead, and a GREAT NUMBER miſſing in ſome Parts of Salem, 
£ynn, and other adjacent Parts, 


at 


* 
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at the moſt, only by Pieve Meal, hath not bad tut Atterition from Readers, of 

even Writers ou that plainiy Mr. P. bimiſel} had never fumitied up in 

his own Mind, what we Bude Bere extfafted from bim; otherwiſe he would not, 

we think, have ſaid ſome Things to be found in the next following Chapter ; par- 

ticularly this, repeated by Bm, oftener thin ont: Tn Tuner (the Engliſh). | 
« Ino FURNISH ALL Tit WorLD wirn + Woot.” —The Expreſſion, we g P. 284. 
know, he took froth airbther Writer *—But the Sentiment he hath made hep. 276. 
yery much his own, by giving it ſo many Times over, à as he hath done. f Chap. 185, 


§. 10, 
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C HAP. CLXXXIV. 


Extracts from Mr. Poſttethwait's Dictionary of Commerce 3 
Hiſtorical azd Political. 


1. THE high Rate of Things is an Argument of the flourifhing; and Vol. 1. 
the Cheapneſs, of the Scarcity of Money and ill peopling of all Ve 117. 

Countries. The firſt is a Sign of many Inhabitants; which is true Great- 
neſs: The ſecond is only a fit Subject for Poets to defcribe, and to compare 
to their Golden Age. For where all Things are without Price or Value, 
they will be without Arts, or Empire or Strength. | 

N. B. For this My. P. quotes Biſhop SeRATT's Hisroxx or THE RoYAL 
SOCIETY. (See Ch. 193. F. 27—43.) 13 | 

2. The Netherlanders have been ſome Years fince creeping into the 161. 
Moolen Manufacture by the Means of Irifþ Wool, and what other they cer- 
tainly procure from Eglmd. Theſe are the Effects of ſuffering our Neigh- 
bours to come at o Wool. at any Rate; of which if we deprive them, 
they will be effectually prevented. (See F. 30.) 

3. 'Tis Felony ® in England, to export Wool; and yet they who fur- 308. 
niſh ALL THE WorLD with Woot, have the leaſt of the manufacturing 1 4 * 
of it among themſelves, The Want of taking off the Taxes on their Ma- 


nufaurers i makes it openly be carried out at Noon Day Beſbre we TH ag 


* hoſe of the foregoitig Chapter we conceive to be Tranſlations from Mr. Savary chiefly ; 
but theſe, except a few of yr oy ard what Mr. Poſlethwait hath confounded with that celebrated 
Work ; Which in the Opinion of ſeveral had been better, if rendered intire and unblended 
that is, if Mr. Poftlethwait had in ſome Method or another diſtinguiſhed cherefrom, his own Ad- 
Gtions and Improvements, without incorporating the ſame, in the Manner he has done, throughout. 


Vor, II, | O o obtained 
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315. 
k Chap. 190. 
$. 22. Note. 


352. 


whereof is certain from the Courſe of Exchange. (See F. 11. Note.) 


353 


1 Chap: 191. 
§. 42. 


3547 


mSee Ch. 191. in the Days of Colbert, trom Hollandm ; fo ſeemingly had the Spaniards theirs, and Looms 


§. 42---49- 
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obtained the Woolen Manufacture in this Kingdom, the Fleming, 
know, had the wHoLE in their Hands by Means of our Woo! 

4. Our Wool, if duly regarded, would equal the boaſted Segovia 
But Trade, that provides under God our daily Bread, is in a manner un- 
regarded; although it is the Improvement of that, which alone can, by 
giving Employment to our poor, prevent RokzRRIESs and MonkprRx *. 
Had the Trade of this Kingdom been ectually encouraged, Foreigners 
COULD Nor habe diverted its Courſe, as they have done; the Deca 


» WE 


5. Monfieur Colbert, erecting ManuFACTUREs or Woor. in all Parts of 
France, and prohibiting ALL THE EnGLisn WOOLEN ManvuxacTuas to 
be imported among them, in a few Years ſet the Poor to work throughout 
that Kingdom, in combing,. ſpinning, weaving and dying Woolen Goods; 
although they had a very inconſiderable Quantity of Wool or TRIR own, 
The firſt Conſequence of this was, that the King of France ſaw all his 
Subjects clothed, however indifferently, with the Manufactures of their 
own Country, who, but a few Years before, bought ALL TUEIXR Crorus 
from England ; and which was more, at ſecond Hand, from Flanders and 
the Dutch. This profound Stateſman, Mr. Colbert, took care, 1ſt, to gain 
over Engliſh Artiſts, and to plant them in every proper Part of France ; 
next, to furniſh France with ExGLIsRH and IRISH Woor. 

6. The Court of Spain hath in earneſt adopted the late Duke of Ripperda's 
Syſtem to eſtabliſh the Woolen Manufacture in that Kingdom, in order to 
ſapply themſelves, inſtead of taking Woolen Goods from England. And 
for this Purpoſe have they not ſtole away our Manufacturers, to inſtruct 
their People, as the French, we have ſeen, did in the Days of Colbert? 

7. Why does Ireland carry on the clandeſtine Trade of Wool with 
France; but becauſe they have more than they can manufacture for them- 
ſelves, or ſend in Wool, or Woolen Yarn to England 4 


* Robberies and Murder — As if it was commonly, or almoſt ever the Caſe, that Miſcreants 
guilty of theſe Crimes, committed them, becauſe they could not be employed in honeſt Labour, 
and not rather, through vicious Habits, in Conſequence of an idle Diſpoſition, and extrava- 
gant Love of Pleaſure, Gaming, &c. 

+ Much in the ſame Manner: For as the French got the moſt of their foreign Workmen 


along with them, chiefly from France, in the Time of Ripperda. (See Chap. - $ 29.) 
+ Rather, becauſe it finds conſiderably a better Market in France than Eng land. 


8, 'Tis 


Chap. 184. AD D 1 TIONS. | 201 1 i} 
g 'Tis true, England encourages the Importation of Iriſh Wool, and =} 
polen Turn; which amounts annually to about 227049 * Stones; and | 

which on a Medium being worth 10s 4d. per Stone, the Engliſh gain by "i | 
it, at the loweſt Calculation, £.678543 15s. 64; at the higher of Mr. - "=_- 
King (who reckons the Wool to be 1) £.730340 195.—and by the till | | 
| 


<w_—_—____- 


higher of another ingenious Writer (1687) C. 916710 6s. 94. if exported 
white; but if dyed before Exportation, to 2, if not one Half more—Hence = 
judge how injurious the clandeſtine Exportation of Wool to France muſt „ it 1 
be to theſe Kingdoms! — The French muſt be ſuppoſed to import at leaſt | | 
double the Quantity of Iriſbd Wool the Engliſh do Fx ANcR therefore pro- | 
bably gains Two MILLIONS Sterling per Annum, by means of IR Is Woot, 2 11 
9. Tur FRENCH are the greateſt Rivals in our Manufactures—But let 
Care be taken to prevent their being ſupplied with Wool from England 
and Ireland; and we ſhall ſoon ſee an Alteration. THis vill be laying the 
Axe to the Root of THEIR ® COMMERCE: For though THEY have Woot or « Chap. 174. 
THEIR OWN ; yet cannot they work it ſo as to injure us at foreign Mar- 9. 15. 
kets +, without ouRs, or Ix18n. (See F. 30.) 
10. Britons! Permit me to do myſelf the Honour, earneſtly to re- 
commend to you to cheriſh and careſs your ingenious Artificers, your 
Mechanics and Manufacturers, that No InvucEMENTs may prevail with 


* This was the medium Quantity for eight Years, o, to Lady-day, 1728 ; but that of four o Chap. 171. 
Years, from 1741 to 1744 incluſive, was no more than 128911 Stones; and in the laſt of No. V 
thoſe Years (1744) the Quantity was only 103839 p. And without entering into theſe ſeveral , 5, 
Computations of Advantage to England, from 1riſþ Wool and Yarn, here produced by Mr Pa, Chap. 143. 
there are two Obſervations to be made, that will reduce them all to nothing, and even leſs than No. 8. C. 4. 
nothing; namely, 1ſt, for what concerns particularly the Article of Woolen Yarn from Ireland, q Ses alſo 
as the ſame Quantity extraordinary might always have been certainly ſpun in England, with due Chap. 124. 
Carer and Encouragement : So it was Money paid to Labour in Ireland, which had been more g 2. 
profitably beſtowed at home, adly, there is the greateſt Reaſon to believe, and it will be? proved ? Chap. 197. 
by one very ſtrong Inſtance at leaſt, that whatever have been the Quantities of Wool at any C. 8. 
Time imported from Ireland, either in Yarn, or raw, they have only given Occaſion for juſt /o ; Chap. 193- 

much more ENGLISH Wool being clandeſtinely exported. In which View, it hath been rather $. 123. 
| Loſs than Gain; certainly, the former, in a national Senſe, whatever it might be to Individuals 
by lowering the Markets for Wool, fince that is the very Circumſtance, which always did, and 
will induce the Runnage of it beyond Sea—So that there is nothing fairly to be reckoned upon 
from Iriſh Woolen Yarn, till after Britiſh Spinning ſhall have been increaſed to the utmoſt ; nor 
even from the WooL op I ELAN, without a moral Aſſurance of the hole, that is grown in " 
Britain likewiſe, being wrought up there. 
I Foreign Markets, a ſenſeleſs Diſtinction ! Since though the ſame Kinds of Goods, whether 
bght or heavy, don't ſuit all Climates, yet, of ſuch as do, the lower as well as higher priced, 
are alike proper to all Countries; and provided they are not barred by Prohibitions, or Duties 
tantamount, the former will have the readieſt and largeſt Vent, foraſmuch as the poor muſt far 
aut-nymber the rich in every Place, (See 5. 30.) 
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the moſt uſeful Subjects of the three Kingdoms to abandon their native 
Country, to enrich others, and ruin their own, “. 

532. 11, Tis computed that from the ſeveral Colonies belonging to the 

Crown in America, Britain receives a Balance of 1,7 50, ooo They 

at leaſt take off ne Half of our Manufactures. 

544. 12. To what a Degree this Nation is really declining in Commerce, 
Wealth, and Power, and others increaſing, hath appeared beyond Contra- 
diction; and the ſame will be more and more glaringly conſpicuous, 

13. We may appeal to the Judgment of every honeſt Man converſant 
in Trade, whether he does not experience oux Wool EN Trape eſpecially 

Chap. 193 to decline: Year after Year. 

14. I am informed of an Attempt in France to make the Sheep in that 
Kingdom produce in the general As GOD Woot, that is to ſay, as good 
in Quality and Staple Þ as that of England and Ireland—— That all royal 
Encouragement is given to this Deſign, and that the preſent Progreſs of 
it promiſes in the End, all deſireable Succeſs—If this Deſign ſhould really 
be attended with the Proſperity aimed at, 'twould prove of far. greater 
Detriment to the Trade of this Nation, than the clandeſtine Exportation 
of our Wool. And it ſhould excite our Naturaliſts to think of Ways and 
Means ſo to manage our Sheep, that we may carry on our Manufactures 
without the Aid of Spaniſh Wool; which would go near to make us amends, 

15. And 'tis allowed by our Woolen Manufacturers in general, that 
the Wool of Lemſter in Herefordſhire, is no way inferior to the Segovia 


* Although it would be endleſs to comment upon every of theſe Extracts from Mr. Po/tlethwatrt, 
and is impoſſible to make them all conſiſtent; yet we can't forbear remarking on ſome ; 
and particularly here, that Zeal, like moſt other good Things, is always beſt, when fu! in Sea- 
ſon. And as we don't ſee any particular Reaſon for this warm Apo/trophe ; ſo we ſhall take leave in 
our Turn, to do Britens in general that Juſtice which Mr. Pe/tethwart ſcarce allows them, of not 
being niggardly towards the Ingenuity of Artificers, Mechanics and Manufacturers, provided 
they have Honeſty and Induſtry; without which they are not uſeful at Home, or much de- 
ſired abroad Moreover the Law hath very wiſely laid thoſe of them who have an Itch 
for wandering, under every poſſible Diſcouragement; yet cannot all theſe altogether have ſo 

| much Weight univerſally, that no IndUCEMENT may preponderate, BECAUSE, as no So- 
»Warburton's ciety can find a Fund fuficient u to reward extraordinarily ALL its Members for doing their 
Alliance. Duty: So, whenever any one particular State ſhall pique itſelf upon tempting Artizans from 
another: The ſame will not, CanNorT fail, by ſtrong. Allurements (ſuch as in a few Inſtances 
comparatively may be afforded, and which tis not practicable to countermine entirely) to pre- 

vail on ſome or other of them to abandon their native Country. ; | 

+ No wonder if this occaſions a Luxury at home in certain foreign Articles, ſufficient to 
turn the Courſe of man againſt us, with ſome Countries. (See 5 4.) 

t That is to ſay, as good Mool. "et 


Wool 
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Wool of Spain. It may therefore deſerve our Conſideration, how other 
Parts of Eiglaud may be brought to yield us an ample Sufficiency of 
Wool, equal to that A =andh Chap: 177. 
16. The Productions of France, as they are the Subjects of Commerce,. 4 
aue, Wines and their Produce, Cc. Cc. +, . 
15. The Manufactures of France are 1. Silks, 2. Woolen Man 
in Imitation of thoſe of England f. 
18. If it is poſſible in Nature, the French are determined to have as 814: 
good Wool, and\gs much, of their own Production, as ever England and 
Ireland have had We are apt to flatter ourſelves with the Impoſſibility 
hereof; and certain it is, that France ſtill labours under the Want of this 
efſential Production, to the Degree that we have it—They bave Wool in- 
deed of their own Growth, in GREAT QUANTIT1Es, ſince the Succeſs 
of their Woolen ManufaQtories, and in ſome Places, as with us, it is better 
than in others——But the beſt has been ſaid not to be qualified for near ſo 
eſtimable a Manufacture, as ours in general; neither will it, mix or work 
with the foreign || Wools fo well Vet this Diſadvantage by Nature hath 
not diſcouraged this Nation from attempting the Woolen ManufaQtures in 
every Branch; for - ſince they have not Wool ſo good in general as 
ours, they have been long determined to have oux Enghſh and Irifo 
Wool; and which being properly mixed with their own, or properly worked 
by itſelf, they have had Art enough to impoſe their Woolen Manufactures, 
upon ſeveral other Parts of Europe, even for Engliſh Fabrication F. 
19. This ſupplying France with Engliſh and Iriſh Wool was firſt brought 
| . 
» Our Woolen Manufacturers in general are as little acquainted with either the Wool of 
Lumſter or, Segovia, as the People of England in general are with the Woolen Manufacture But 
in the laſt War and Prohibition of Trade with Spain, the Importation, of Mool from that King- 
dom was very ſoon thought proper to be admitted. And we have been informed from very good 
Hands, that during the very ſhort Time it was prohibited, fine Cloths in Eugland came to the 
Draper at London, not only 20 per Cent. dearer; but ſo much worſe likewiſe, in the Whole a 
Difference of 40 per Cent.; whence it ſeems as if Mr. P. was in this Particular miſinſormed. 
+ Not a Word here of Wool; which France produces in ox EAT QUANTITIES. (See 5. 18.) 
t And alike in Imitation of Holland and y Spain; even as the Engliſb alſo make Woolen Goods, , Chap. 1971. 
to which they give French, 2 German, and other foreign Names. h | \. 46, 47,48. 
| The foreign Wooli, May we not reaſonably aſk, what foreign Wools ? Or whether theſe ; Chap. 102. 
Words have here any diſtinct Meaning or not? If not, why are they uſed? If they have, why 5. 7. Note. 
not a little more explained? | * 
| { To the Degree that we have it. has been ſaid—in the general properly mixed with, &'c.— 
or properly, wrought by itſelf — Engliſh Fabrication, &c. are all but ſo many Ways of 2 


an Untruth here intended, and in many other Places more expreſsly affirmed, viz. that the Fr 
8 foreign Woclen Manufakturies are mainly ſupported by the Material from England and 
N | 


about 


. 2:7, gy 
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about by the indefatigable Endeavours and profound Policy of their great 
Miniſter Colbert; to whom we owe that pernicious Trade of owling, as it 
is called, After which he was not long before he eſtabliſhed Woolen 
Manufactories of divers Kinds in France, facon d. Angleterre, 
Theſe were carried on with ſuch prodigious Succeſs, having decoyed by 
Rewards and Encouragements Engliſh Artiſts * in. every Part of France 
where it was moſt eligible, that in a few Years he not only excluded by 
Law from their Country the Eng/i/h Woolen ManufaQtures, but prepared 


to rival the Engliſb in all the foreign Markets of Europe; alſo in Aa and 
Africa; eſpecially to Turkey and Barbary. 


20. Before, as well as ſince the French King begun thoſe Fabrics in his 
Dominions, wr ſent large Quantities of Woolen Goods to France —But 
ſince the clandeſtine Exportation of oux Wool to that Country, al! Sorts 
of our Woolen Goods have been there prohibited *.—Add to this Melan- 
choly Conſideration, that the Woolen Manufactories of many other Coun- 
tries are ſo improved and increaſed by means of foreign + Wools, and 


which Manufactures are ſaid to be impoſed on foreign Nations for Engliſh 
Moolen Goods. | 


21. The French more particularly play theſe Tricks. For though at 
Abbeville, in the ſuperfine Manufacture of Vanrobais (which employs 108 
Looms) there is 20 Engliſh Wool uſed—Yet if I am rightly informed, there 
is in that Place many different Sorts of Srurr made chiefly of Engliſh, 
and Iriſh Wool; which are moſt of them abſolutely fold for Engliſb Ma- 
b Os 93: nufactures. They being facon de Angleterre. 
— Nay it is ſaid That an Engliſb Ship hath been known to lie in &. 
e Valery Road, while they have ſent a Boat up to Abbeville, which is near 
* four Leagues, to fetch down Bales of Woolen Manufactures, and have 
e ſhipped them on board the Engliſh Veſſels, and carried them to foreign 


a See Ch. 191: 
F. 423 Ee. 


815. 


+ 


e Chap. 191. * But how prohibited ? Not otherwiſe than by Duties <—And here was the profound Policy 
$ 41. of Mr. Colbert; while to the Folly of England, in truſting to a Prohibition in Words, rather 
than a Duty, that in Fact might have amounted to one, was principally owing to that pernicious 
Trade of Owling. 
+ Foreign Wools—Mr. P/lethwait minces the Matter, in Favour to the Northamptonſpire 
Manufafurer, Author of * Obſervations on Britiſh Hol, &c.” (He is here tranſcribing from j 
and whom he is unwilling to diſcredit) who calls it ou WooL ; and ſays that Goods /o ma s 
4 ham. = a HT of late ſent to be ſold in Holland from ſome Part of the German d Dominions gy 
p. 140. ing plainly what Mr. Po/tlethwait did not chuſe to repeat in the ſame Words; and which, 


95 3 183. ſhort, is not at all likely, for ſeveral Reaſons; and eſpecially this, that good Wool is there, à 
8 23, 45. Commodity for Exportation e. | « Mac- 
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Markets for Engli/h Goods—the Bales being marked and numbered as if they 
« were marked in England, and are ſold amoncsT our EncLisn Goops,” 
IH 3. And it is very much to be feared, that this is too common a Caſe, 
and has been an Artifice of many Years ſtanding, to impoſe theſe French 
Molen Manufactures FACON D'ANGLETERRE upon foreign Nations, for 
Engliſh and thoſe too not ſo good; MERELY TO PREJUDICE THE REPU- 
TATION OF oURs— Nor could a more ſuperlative * Trick be contrived than 
this, let it be taken in any Light whatever; for the abſolute Ruin of our 
Wooten MANUFACTUREs, and Eſtabliſhment of the Faxzxcu. 

24. At Niſmes in Languedoc, CLoTas, by means of EncL1sn Work - 


Mn and ENGLIsn Wool. are made ſo admirably well, that ſome have 787, Ch. 167. 
§. 3, 10, 11. 


25. Of late Years, they make at Montpelier, Niſmes Caſtres, and other 819. 


thought they have equalled, if not outdone the Engliſh. 


Cities of lower Languedoc, Perpetuana's, in Imitation of the Engh/ſh. Of theſe 
there is one Species LESS FINE Þ, moſtly made in England, and ſent into 
Spain; chiefly for the Indies. 

26, It 


* To believe thus much with Mr. P., we for our Parts, ſhould in all Lights think to be ſuperla- 
tive Folly: For, conſider in this Caſe, who were the Perſons to be impoſed upon? Not Merchants, 


to whom the Bales were conſigned, ſince they muſt needs know with whom they traded: Nor 


wholeſale Traders with them, becauſe the impoſing of worſe Goods on thoſe for better, would 
ſoon be a Forfeiture of their Confidence and Cuſtom : Nor Retail Buyers, who ſee nothing of 
the Package, are not ſuppoſable to judge of Drapery by Marks, but by its IN in other 
Regards; in ſhort, by the Sight and Feeling of it. Obſerve therefore, Mr. P, recurring to 
the Narrative (F. 22.) relates further upon the ſame Authority, how one Daniel Shallone, a Dutch- 
man, Partner with three others, two of them French, the other of his own Name and Country, 
in a large Manufactory of Serge- Royals, Druggets, Shalloons and Cloth Serges, did declare to 
this Informant, that ** they had Goods then in Italy and Meſſina, but was obliged to take off 
„the Town Mark before they ſent them abroad, and ſo ſhip them on board ſome Engliſh Veſ- 
e ſels''—WhHy ? „ Becauſe there was a LARGE DUTY on French Moolen Goods in thoſe Parts; 
* for which Reaſon they couLD NoT fend any thither, but under the Notion of Engli/b Ma- 
* nufactories.“ —And we ſhall hereafter 15 42.) ſee a like Reaſon aſſigned for French Cloths 
being carried to Portugal under Ex GUIs MaRks, &c.—Conſequently in the ſame Monner is to 
be conflrued what we have read (S. 22.) and whatever other fititious Marking and Package hath at 
any Time been practiſed by the French or others; alths* Mr. P, inclining commonly on this Head, to 
the marvellous and apocryphal, thinks the nameleſs pretended Northamptonſhire Woolen Manufac- 
turer, his Author, hath «/ſerted differently, with Ich Circumſtances, that we muſt credit him in 
that Particular, notwith anding we ſhould not believe the Whole of his Obſervations and Hiſ- 


tory; and which in one remarkable Inſtance 6, Mr. P. might have ſeen to be _ falſe z but 8 Chap: 1 40, 


295 


lurely, if he had, would not have called him, as he does, the HON ES Northamptonſhire Moolen $- 18, 19. 


anufacturer. (See Chap. 193. F. 53+ 4» 5.) 


T This Section is taken from Mr. Savary, though at the ſecond Hand h. And on theſe k Chap. 156, 


0 . 17. 
ſerve how the Frenchman depreciates the Engliſh Perpetuana's wiTHOUT CAUSE, in order $ 7 


ords, LESS FINE, Mr, Poſtlethwait hath given the following Comment Here let the Reader ob- 


to recommend thoſe of his Country to the Spaniards,” ——But if this was not ſo, Mr. Savary's ' 


laying it, would ſtand very little with Traders, who govern themſelves, not by what they v 7 
i 
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26. It is computed that the French draw from Britain ang Ireland, in 


Wool and Casn, one Million yearly, by Cambrics, Tea, Brandy, and 
Wine. | 


27. The Ingredients generally uſed in fulling Cloths and Woolen Stuffs, 


are Urine, Soap, Fullers Earth. Soap alone, if it was not dearer, would 


262, 


307. 


i Chap. 193. 
§. 98. 


h Chap. 180. 


§. 5. Note. 


do much better than Earth — But a Water ſoftned with Chalk is far 
ferable. | a Fo 

28. When France firſt * attempted the Eſtabliſhment of their Wooten 
Manufactures, they had every Difficulty to ſtruggle with; but gradually 
made their Way, and now ſhate the Woolen Trade with vs in all Parts 
of the World. 

29. Ix How sUPERIOR A PORT OR FIGURE, as we ſay, Do our Traprs- 
MEN LIVE, TO WHAT THE MIDDLING GENTRY EITHER DO OR CAN sur- 
yoRT? (See Chap. 193. F. 28. 29.) 

30. The Britiſh Empire has for many Years paſt enjoyed an adven- 
titious, or artificial Traffic. Wx have been employed by ALL Tae Worth 
in the Woolen Manufacture — But other Nations have begun, of late, to 
cloath themſelves and their Neighbours too—It is a fond Fancy in vs to 
imagine there are no fleecy Sheep in the World but our own; or that the 
reſt of Mankind will not learn the Myſtery of working in Mool— Wr feel 
this Trade decreafing ; and yet there are thoſe among us who would ar- 
gue againſt Demonſtration '——But when they hope by any Laws of Great 
Britain to hinder foreign Nations from falling into the Woolen Manu- 
facture, they may as well ſolicit an Act of Parliament to prevent their 
Graſs to grow, and to intercept their Sunſhine. Some imagine that wt 
are ſecure in this Trade againſt the Endeavours of ar. FoREIGNERS: 
Say they, we make better Goods than can be made with any foreign Wool, 
unleſs it be mixed with ours. Beit ſo +. But then does our great Wealth 
and Income by that Trade conſiſt only in our fineſt Goods? Have not 


in Books, but what they learn from Experience Mr. Peftlethwait ſhould have conſidered that 
theſe French Perpetuana”s _ made of Spaniſh Wool, that was a probable Cauſe of their _ 
MORE FINE h than the Engliſß— He might have reflected on what he adds Tr ter 
from the ſame Authority, that „ Says made at Turcoin, very fine, were all of Woo! o 455 
« via or England,” when thoſe of the former muſt needs excel the latter; the Wotls of Segovt 
being certainly by far the fineſt in Europe, 5 1 
* When did France F1RsT attempt the Woolen Manufacture? This is a Matter * 

miſtaken; certainly, not in the Time of Mr. Colbert, as according to Mr. Poſtlethwart, an 
veral other Writers. (See Chap. 191. F. 43, Cc.) 

+ But what if it be not ſo? And certainly it is not. 


540 r r in ODD TT SY reg N IVC 


Chap. 184. ADDITIONS, 


the Engliſh Merchants complained, that Ireland has hp > bag us in coarſe 
Goods at Liſbon? That becauſe their Wares are coarſe, they can · be afforded 
cheaper, therefore they have a ready Market, while ours that are finer, 
but dearer, may rot in the Warehouſe ? What ſays our Ruſſia Company ? 
Has not Pruſſia ſupplanted us in the cloathing of the Muſcovite Army ? 


497 


Who can be ignorant of the Extenſiveneſs of the Woolen * Manufactories . % 


of France? We have ſent armed Sloops to check the Iriſh; but who will | yy. I 58— 


reſtrain the French, Germans and Prufſians? The Multitude don't much Da. of Com. 


value the Fineneſs of their Garments, they only defire to be warm ; it Vol. I. p. 8 18. 


is the cloathing of the Millions that produces the Millions of Money; 


and this is what other Countries will ng have their Share in. (Com- 
pure this with 8. 9. Note. 


31. Abort Account of the Gann of Fab bas aun le Mr. 


P. ſtiles him) a judicious PATRIOT MERCHANT, 

« Prom Portugat Woot uſed to be exported in confidereble Quanti- 
« ties—But the Extraction of it is now prohibited—However, there is 
% Reaſon to believe, the Dutch get a good deal of it off ſtill, un- 
«* der the Name of Spaniſh Wool, by the Help of forged Certificates, and 
* falſe Swearing; of which bad Practice, the Portugueſe make as little 
„ Scruple, for Gain, as even the worſt of our own Countrymen, 


—24. 


512. 


32. From Holland are e to [ Portugal] Ixx THIN WooLEN 513. 


CLoTns, Ce. 

33. The Exports from: Portugal for Holland are Wool (under Certi- 
ficates of its being Spaniſh) &c."' 
34. The French ſend to Portugal Fins WooLEN CLoTHas, various 
Kinds of STUFFS; particularly a Sort of black Goods called Druggets; 
Hof which they ſell immenſe Quantities for the Habits of the Clergy ; 
6 We g thereby entirely deſtroyed the Conſumption of Engliſh Crapes, 

once a very important Article of ouR TRADE. 

35. © By the Help of Wool ſmuggled from vs, the French have 


made Attempts to rival us in Portugal, in our very * Article of on Ses Ch. 104. 


*© Bays; but hitherto without Succeſs,” 


F. 8. 


36 © The Exports from England to Portugal are long Bays of all Kinds, 314. 


* Colcheſter Bays, Spaniſh, Yorkſhire, and ſome few Glouceſler CLoTHas; 
* long Els, Shalloons, Says, Serges; Spittle Fields, Norwich and Coventry 


** STUFFS of various Kinds, and Worſted Stockings.” | 
P p hs From 


* 
7 
_ 
* ” 
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37. From Ireland, ſome ordinary Camlets. 
38. Inno Article of the Portugal Commerce does Great Britain enjoy 
' any Preference, or receive any Favour ;z but on the contrary, in the 
*« Branch of F1nz CLor us, a manifeſt Injury, coNTRARY To Treaties 
« For Example, The Treaty made between Queen Anne and Peter II. of 
« Portugal, conſiſting but of two Articles (except the Preamble and Con- 


« clufion) and thoſe being ſhort ones, I ſhall here give them entire to 
3 « the Public.” 


516. 


ARTICLE I. 


39. His ſacred Royal Majeſty of Portugal promiſes both in his own 
e Name, and that of his Succeſſors, to admit for ever hereafter into Por- 
« fugal, the WooLEN CLoTHns, and the reſt of the Wool EN Manvxac- 
« uk ES of the Britons, as was accuſtomed till they were prohibited by 
te the Laws; nevertheleſs upon this Condition; that is to ſay,” 


ARTICLE IL 


40 © That her ſacred Majeſty of Great Britain, and her Succeſſors ſhall 

*© be obliged for ever, to admit the Wines of Portugal into Great Britain, 

| for one Third leſs Duty than ſhall be exacted on French Wines imported.” 

| 41. I muſt here obſerve, that the Cloth Trade is not the only Atti- 

« cle to which we have an ExcLusIve RIGHT; becauſe the Treaty mani- 

<« feſtly gives it for Wooten Goops IN GENERAL; and ſuch was the 

Right that we accordingly did enjoy, till the Dutch Conſul, Mr. Hel- 

„ terman, found means of explaining it away in favour of his Nation; 

IT who thereupon «© began introducing DuTcu CLoTHs, now increaſed to 
3 28. * a great Trade.“ 

ö | 42. And the French have ſince taken the like Advantage of our Su- 
| | “ pineneſs, to traffic in CLoTus to Portugal, though in Secret; and the 
| better to cover it, THEIR CLoTns go with. Engliſb Marks, Tickets and 
| * Package, though they are well enough known; and as to any other 
| Kinds of FxExcuWooLtNn Goonps, they are imported openly, and in very 
| « great Quantities. (See F. 22, 23, Note.) 
| 43. From the Senſe of the Treaty it ſhould ſeem clear that wr have 


the $OoLE EXCLUSIVE R1GuT of importing Woolen Goods of ALL K1NDs 
ci into 


Ferrer reer 


Chap. 184+ ADDITION S. 


« jnto P ortugal—The French have No TarArv, no Privileges, but from 
« Fayour ; yet do THEIR. MERCHANTS gain Ground on ours every Day* 


RE MARK. 


Mr. P. flikes this Writer, whom we ſuppoſe to have been in the Portugal 
Trade, 4 JUD1C10Us PATRIOT MERCHANT. And an angry one be plainly 
was, for ſome Reaſon or antother ; but not fo clearly, methinks, judicious ; nor 
even Mr. P. himſelf, in ſo accounting him. At leaſt, that does not appear from 
his Manner of making out for Britain, an excluſive Right of Trade in 
Crorxs, &c. to PokTUGAL. That Kingdom bad prohibited the Cloths 
of England, in 1660: In 1680, all foreign ones: In 1703, bad admitted 
for ever, by Treaty, the Cloths, and all other Woolens of Britain Nor 
fo, by that, or (ſuppoſe) any Treaty, the Cloths ' of other States or King- 
doms —Yet not having bound herſelf by Treaty with Britain, to ExcLuDE them, 
'twas natural for the Sake of her own Subjects, to connive at their being im- 
ported, in order to avoid a Monopoly. Tm1s, our Merchant ſays, is contra- 
ry to the Senſe of our Treaty with Portugal. But how can that be the Senſe 
of a Treaty, which, as cited above, there is not a ſingle Word to ſupport ? 
Or on the Part of Portugal, what Senſe would there have been in ſuch a 
Treaty, as our Patriot Merchant moſt 1llogically, but very confidently pre- 
tends *—Unfortunately for this Subject, beyond all others, Perſons ſeemingly think 
themſelves warranted in uttering about it the groſſeſt Abſurdities ! 

For the Matter of DRATERVY, Portugal had obliged berſelf to take the 
BaiT1sH WooLENs univerſally ; but plainly, without tying up ber own Hands 
from thoſe of other Countries alſo; which muſt have been the Caſe, if this Mer- 
chant's Complaint had been at all well founded. 


Next, as to the Article, Wool, had wwe the like diſtinft Account of the in- 


terror State of Portugal, that Don Geronymo de Uſtariz bath given of , Chap. 178. 


Spain; ſeemingly from this Merchant, we ſhould find the Circumſtances, Laws, 179. 
and Uſages of both Kingdoms nearly, if not altogether the ſame on this Head: 
Accordingly, that in Portugal there are two Sorts of Wool, fine and ordi- 


nary ; tbe fine, eftcemed as * Spaniſh, permitted; the other, as in Spain, pro- * SeeCh. 152. 


Ap ; Cha 
bibited to be exported—yet ſuffered by Connivance to paſi abroad, under Co- Sag $. A 


leur of its bring of the finer Sort, i, e, TECHN1CALLY Spaniſh Wool. 9.0. 
Let us ſee next Mr. P. himſelf concerning our Portugal Trade. 
| Ns r „ 44. One 


— * * 
rr 2 — 
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44. One Thing is to be noted of the Portugal Trade, viz. that hav. 
ing no Manufacture worth nating, wherewith to carry on their Affair 
to all their remote Settlements ; and where they have infinitely more 
People to fupply than their whole Country in Europe contains, all their 
Ships therefore go loaded with the Product and Manufacture of other 
Nations (juſt as the Spaniards do to New Spain) ſuch as thoſe of Frs. 
land, France, Holland and Hamburgh; and as the Engliſh have the greateſt 


Opportunity to oblige THEM: So the greateſt Quantities of Engliſh Many- 


fatture have heretofore been ſent to them, which they have again exported to 


599. 


e See Ch. 122. 

& 1. Note. 

Chap. 188. 
. 14. 
ap. 189. 
5 ©. 

) 649. 


all thoſe remote Parts. Alltheſe confirm how greatly the Trade of Portugal is 
increaſed in a few Years; inſomuch thar it is apparent, Portugal alme has 
taken off more Engliſb Goods yearly, within the laſt forty Years, than both 
Spain and Portugal took off together, any Year before. (Compare this with 
5. 4» 1, 13. | 

45. Of the State of the Trade of England from the Conqueſt to I. III. 

The Engliſb Nation remained much in the ſame State, reſpecting Trade 
and Navigation, from the Time of William the Conqueror to the Acceſſion 
of Queen Elizabeth to the Crown of England; which then conſiſted chiefly 
in tranſporting Tin, Lead, * Wool, Iron and other Productions, ſufficient 
to purchaſe what foreign Commodities they wanted. 

46. The Czar brought the Ruffians, eſpecially thoſe about his 
Court, to cloath themſelves after the German Faſhion ; for which Pur- 
poſe the Manufactures of England, Scotland, &c. were introduced, as well 
at Peterſburgh, as at Moſcow, in prodigious Quantities. 

47. This put him upon reſolving, after the Example of the Swedes, 
Pruffians and Saxons, to introduce the making and manufacturing of all 
thoſe CLlorns and Srorrs which his Subjects were then beginning to“ 


wear, and to have them ALL made in his Dominions. 


f See 
Ch. 120, C. 4+ 
Ch, 121. Yr. 


7179s 


3 Ch. 18. §. 8. 
Note. ' 
Ch. 190. §. 5 
Ch. 191. 

L 17. 


48. Nor was it an unlikely Undertabing, in that he had an Fay SUPPLY 


or Wool out of Poland and Saxony, eſpecially of the firſt, 8VFFICIENT 
FOR THOSE Works. f 


49. Becaufe Great Britain and Ireland abound with ſuch immenſe Quan- 
tities of Woot, which is of a Quality ſuperior to ALL OTHER IN TEE 
WoRLD 


* Beginning to wear : The Engliſh Muscovy ComPan * was eſtabliſhed under PH * 
Mary; and had a vaſt Trade for Cloth s there; which before the Ruſſians got by the Way o 
Narva in Germa y, and the Countries of Palund. 


— —— * 
— 77 —___— ———— —— * 9 
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Word for the Fabric of general * Manufaiures : Therefore it behoves = | | 0 
the Wiſdom of the Nation duly to cheriſh and encourage every Manu- 


facture that has a Tendency to the Conſumption of this Commodity a- 
mongſt ourſelves. 


- 


30, With Relation to the Spaniſh Trade, the French have got the Start 180. 
of Britain in ALL the finer Sorts of Woolen Goods, by making them as 
fine to the Eye, and not of half the Subſtance as the Briti/h Superfines : | 
THEREFORE they can afford to ſell them much cheaper than ours x. [Thus] « Ch. 148. 
the French finding they could not make Cloth of ſo good @ Quality as the Þ 27 28. 
Britiſh, very judiciouſly attempted to out-do them by Cheapneſs ; which 
they have effected. + CORY 

51. A Memorial (1701) of Deputies in the Council of Trade, for the 813. 
trading Towns in the Weſt of France, for laying open the French Levant 
Trade, confined only to MARSEILLES. 

« Tt would be more advantageous for France to permit us, the Towns 
« of the Weſt to carry on this Trade, (becauſe) we have, as WELL As 
« the Engliſh, Wool RN CLoTus, Srurrs, Gc. 


FY 
* 


Mr. P. (5. 30) hath obſerved truly enough to this Effect, v/z. that for general common Uſe, 
almoſt every Country, beſides producing the Material, Wool, had the Art to manufacture it. 
And therefore it would have been to more Purpoſe, could he have ſaid (what cannot be affirmed 
with Truth) that there are certa'n particular Manufactures, of no inconſiderable Uſe, which, 
without Engliſh Wool or Iriſb, or at leaſt, without a Mixture of one or the other, neither are, 
nor can be made. Again, was our Wool, Britiſh and Iriſh, of a Quality ſo very ſuperior, as he 
repreſents, to ALL OTHER IN THE Wor LD, what occaſion is there for preſſing ſo earneſtly 
the Conſumption of Manufacture from it among ff ourſelves, when *twould methinks be marketable 
throughout the World? He is certainly right in recommending the Conſumption of our own 
Woolen Manufacture amongſt ourſelves—but hath as certainly aſſigned the wrong Reafon for 
our ſo doing; 'tis the very Reaſon which hath been given, for every falſe Meaſure taken, or 
attempted on this Head, ſince the REsToR a T10N, (/e particularly Ch. 193. & 6-—11. Note). 
+ Although it is very conceivable that ſoreign made Cloth, leſs ſubſtantial than common in Eng- 
land, from the fame Wool, purchaſed on like Terms, may be afforded at a lower Price: Yet 
there is nothing in this, but what is daily the Practice of Engli/h Mans facturers among themſetves ; 
who ſtriving conſtantly to out-do each other by Dint of Cheapneſs, debafe in courſe, the Com- 
modities they make, ſo far as, being unreſtrained by Law, they well can. If therefore the 
French have really got the, Start of Britain, in ſuperfine Goods of Spaniſh Wool, for the Spaniſh 
Trade, by the Means and in the Manner Mr. P. here mentions ; 'tis not thence to be concluded, 
with him, that this is done becauſe they are not able to make their Goods of fo good a Quality, as 
the Engliſb do; for what ſhould hinder them? But it is more probably owing (beſides the Artifice 
of it) to a Difference-of the Statutes on that Head of Drapery, in one way wn" and the other. 
Certainly at leaſt,” for the Matter of Workmanſhip, the French in various Parts of that King- 
dom, have long thought themſelves able to vye with the Engliſb, both in Coth and Stuffmating, 
(ſee §. 51, 52.) Again, why, if the Laws do not hinder, ſhould the Engliſh loſe Ground to 
the French, even ſuppoſing the latter cannot make Cloth ſo good as the former ? Since either they 


we certainly capable of making Cloths light and bad as the French do, and yet as fine to the Eye, 
or elſe the French have an Art in Cloth making, beyond the Engliþ ; which is a Point that Mr. 


32. The 


P. will be loth to admit. 
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816. 52. The Deputy of Marſeilles, in Anſiwer to the foregoing, and in Defence 
Of the excluſiue Privilege enjoyed by that Town in trading to the Levant, 
 « Marſeilles has a very particular and advantageous Situation and Proxi- 
* mity to the Levant—She has in her Town, her Province, and in thoſe 
e of Languedoc and Dauphine, ALL SokTs of MANUFACTUREs proper for 

« the Levant,” | | 
N. B. If here it is aſted, what are Manufactures proper for the Levant ? 
1Ch: 94. We anſwer from Mr. Huet ', They are © Cloths and other Woolen Stuffs,”— 
8 In both which, the Weſtern, as well as Southern Provinces of France appear 
to have been well qualified for the Levant Trade in and before the Year 1701 ; 
contrary to what we have ſeen publickly aſſerted by a Perſon of no little Emi- 
„ Ch. 133. Hence, VIZ, © Before the Peace „ of Utrecht, we had no Rival in the Molen 
H. k. « Manufafture Trade, but the Dutch.” 


C HAP. CLXXXV. 


From Mr. Poſtlethwait's DicTionaxy of Cou uc, under 
the Words Wool, and Woolten MaNnuFacTory. 
Vor. II. 

RN "4; NDER the Articles, Biſcay, &c. we have ſhewn the extraor- 
dinary Progreſs that both France and Spain, and many other 
States, have made, and are daily making in the Woolen Manufactories. We 
have occaſionally endeavoured to point out the Cauſe of our Loſs thereby, 

together with the Means of retrieving it. 
2. And as many have endeavoured, by Variety of Schemes, to prevent 
that principal Cauſe, the Runnage of Wool to France; eſpecially from 
Ireland : So among others who have attempted this, the judicious Mr. Brad- 
ſhaw hath /ately obliged the Public with ſomething that merits very great 
Regard; and therefore a ſhort Abſtract of what this Gentleman has 
offered, may have its Uſe. 


REMARK. 


3. Mr P. in the Courſe of his large Work, had frequently referred to what 
wan'd appear under the Werds, Wool and Woolen Manufacture, 


4. For 
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4. For the former, befides his own Additions and Improvements, be 

had we knew, not a little to render into Engliſh, from Mr. Savary: And 

with regard to the latter, had promiſed to ** treat it in a different and more Vor. k 

« extenſive Light, when he ſhould come to TAT Heap.” 31 

5. Our Curiofity baving been thus excited, even to a Wonder, how be would 

finally manage between bis Fondneſs for certain Tenets dropped by the Way, 

and bis Fidelity as a Tranſlator, when arrived in alphabetical Order to the 

Mord, Wool, in particular — After having waited with a longing Impatience 

jo ſee what his Ultimatum would be, be appears to have flipped through 

bis Hands thoſe Knots, which 'twas conceived he would attempt, though judged 

very difficult for him, to untie. 

6. This is mentioned, not from any Prejudice to Mr. P. For though ace 

can't concur with him in many Points relating to our Subject, which we have 

endeavoured to underſtand; and think be has not made ſufficiently the Object 

of his careful Reſearches : Yet would wwe not thence be thought to diſparage 

his whole Performance; in many other Regards, no doubt, of conſiderable Uſe. 

7. Perfection indeed ts very defirable, and commonly expected in a Dictia- 

nary ; although that is hardly to be looked for at the Hands of a fingle Com- 

piler, who, as his Knowledge can't be univerſal : ſo he muſt neceſſarily take 

many Things upon Truſt. And Mr. Poſtlethwait's Failures on this Head, ſeem 

to have been (like Mr. Chambers on the fame, in his Cychpedia ) a Reliance See 
Ch. 150 

en Authorities, not the beſt. N te. \ 8; 

8. It may indeed be ſaid in Excuſe for them beth, that intelligent honeſt Note. 

Engliſh Writers on Wool and the Woolen Trade, being but few in Compa- 

riſon, they had the greater Chance to fall into wrong Hands. But at the ſame 

Time it muſt be granted, that My. Poſtlethwait had means of Information, which 

Mr. Chambers had not: Yet hath he ſo frequently choſe for bis Guides, the 

moſt blind, naturally, cr wilfully ſuch, that the ſame is not eaſy to be accounted 

fer, except on the Suppoſition of himſelf being under too ſtrong a Bias one 

Way. And to this moſt probably are to be imputed, 1ſt, his Omiſſions under 

the Article Wool. 2dly, His inſerting under that of Moolen Manifacture, 

not only, preferably to, but inſtead of, every Thing 88 HIS. TRAN CRI 

or Mu. BRA DSHAw. 

9. If here it is aſked, what are Mr. Poſtlethwait's Omiſons ? We an- 

Fo under the Article, Wool, be hath not only omitted $0ME, but ALL THINGS ;; 


every Syllable of what is contained in Mr. Savary under the Word Laine, 
_ : 40 
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: P Ch. 151-3. 1 the Amount of ſeveral * Pages: He hath paſſed over in total Silence the 
s Britiſh Merchant on that Head ; and been equally regardleſs of theſe Me. 
moirs, though a ſele& Hiſtory upon the Subject, In a Word, under this Ar. 
ticle he hath ſaid juſt notbing at all. And wur? Unleſs becauſe he had 
| : come too near the End of his Numbers; Or becauſe none of the abovemention- F 
3 tallicd with what he had before delivered for Sterling Truths, from other 
I Writers, more to his own Taſte. | 
is 10. From Mr. Savary, for Example, it might have appeared (contrary 
| to what himſelf hath repeated, at the leaſt four Times) twat England and Ire. 
land are very far from FURNISHING ALL THE WoRLD wiTy Wor, #— 
1 That beſides achat is there grown, and beſides the WooLs of Spain, Portugal, 
| | and France, there are thoſe of Holland, Germany, be North, Lorrain, and 
| the Levant—He might from Mr, Savary have informed his Engliſh Rea- 
der, that the ** Commerce of Wool is one molt conſiderable Branch of 
U „Trade in Amſterdam — And that the moſt diſtinct Account of it is to be 
| 2 Chap. 153. « ſeen in the Traite le Negoce * & Amſ/lerdam, publiſhed 1722 ;” which Ac- 
| | * count Mr. Savary had therefore tranſcribed into his Dictionary; and which 
ER PRE contains a very curicus Catalogue, of no fewer than about FORTY different 
Wools, with their Prices reſpectively at Amſterdam, about the latter End 

of July 1719 +—He might farther have taken Netice of what The Britiſh 
Merchant hath ſaid, viz. that © the French particularly, without coming 
c to us, can bein No WANT of Woor FoR Any KinDof Work®*.” And 
in Memoirs of Wool he might have ſeen ſeveral other Facts or Conſequence ; 
| which ſeeing, it would have been incumbent on him to have mentioned, in ſome 
f Way or another. To the Author (who wiſhes nothing more than to have this 
i Subject thoroughly ſcrutinized) it would have been indifferent, whether be 
| bad reaſoned from thoſe Facts, in like Manner with himſelf, or not. But it 

ii not ſo (as he has been at great Pains to undeceive his Country groſſly impuſed 
upon by a long Chain of falſe Hiſtory about it) to find Mr. Savary rather la- 
bouring to continue thoſe Deluſions upon the preſent Generation, and in Courſe 

| Jo entail the ſame on their Peſterity. 


s Chap. 105. 
§. 12. 14. 
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* And he might have ſeen elſewhere, twas equally falſe (which he had faid as often) that they 
(the EngliÞ) © HAvE THE LEAST OF THE MANUFACTURING OF IT AMONG THEM: 
* N rs | 
t Ch; 134, 


§. 3. 
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+ None of them Exęliſb or Iriſh; but the moſt of them at a higher Price than the Genera- 
lity of Lug Meals in England then were. 


Thus 
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Thus much for Mr. P's s Omiſſions, under the Article, Wan ph DI IT 5 | | | 
11. Next, Why under that of Woolen Manufacture did be chuſe to. fluff 2 
bis Dictionary with a fingle Pampblet of little Note, if any, not only prefera- 9 4 
| 

| 


bly to, but inſtead of every Thing elſe? For it is to be obſerved, this Tra, 
with which Mr. P. tells us, the Public bad, but lately, been obliged by Mr. 
Bradſhaw, was printed, though without a Date, for R. Franklin, Ruſſel- 
Street, Covent Garden, and ſo publiſhed in the Year 174.5, under the long | 5 
Title of A Scheme to prevent the Running of IxIsH Woors to France 15 . 
« and IRtsn Wool xx Goops to foreign Countries, by prohibiting the Im- 
. * portation of SPANISH WooLs into IRELAND, and permitting the People 
« of IRELAND to ſend THEIR Woolen Goods to ENGLAND (not for Con- 
« ſumption, but Re- exportation) under a DuTy at Importation, to he drawn 
back on Export ation from ENGLAND to foreign Countries: 


« BY A MERCHANT OF LONDON.“ « See Ch. 83, 

In October 17 54, was advertiſed to be publiſhed the next Day (by Griffiths) Ge Note. 
« A Scheme to prevent the Running of Wool: | wag os 7.3. 
* BY Ms, BRADSHñö AW. | $. 13. Note, 


Which laſt, when compared with the other, was found to be exactly the ane 5 
all but the Title Page, à ſingle Leaf tacked to thoſe identical Sheets that had Ch. 182. 
been publiſhed by Franklin, TEN YEARS BEFORE: This paſſed with us at that . 1744-S: | 
Time, for à Piece of low Craft in the Author or Bookſeller - But if ſuch - * 
new Publication was with another View, viz, for the Sake of palming it upon 
Mr. P. to be inſerted in his Dictionary: The Plot, in that Caſe, was different 
from what wwe had imagined. Mr. P. we are ready to believe, was in ſome 
Meaſure thus far impoſed upon; but whereas he calls his Tranſcript a $HORT ABS- 
TRACT from that Gentleman, he has, except a few Pages in the Beginning, 
copied the Whole verbatim: Of which to give ſome Account in this Place, 
12. The old (long) Title Page is a Summary of its Contents; or rather, 
of this notable Scheme, by Mx. BRADSHAW 3 which Mr. P. thinks to merit 
ſuch very great Regard. 
13. The firſt and principal Argument of it, for prohibiting the Importation 
of SPAn1sn Wool, into IRELAND, is, that the making of Spaniſh Cloths | 
THERE, is very unprofitable Employment ; for which Reaſon the Iriſh had 4 
better buy the ſame from ENGLAND ; where (mark the Conſiſtency) of all | 
other Mann factures, © it is the moſt profitable, deſerving therefore the 
« greateſt Attention.“ 
Vor, II, Q q 14. NEXT 
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MEMOIRS or WOOL, &. Chap. 18g. 


14. NexT, and why the Exor ren ſhould not be uneaſy with Exportation 
ef Iriſh Woolen Manufactures to foreign Parts, upon the Terms by bim pro- 
Poſed, be urges THEIR preſent Practice of RUNNING RAW Wool To FRANCE, 
by every one Pack of which, or of EnGL1sn Woot, the French (he ſays) 
are enabled to work up Two of their own, which would be otherwiſe 
* USELEss for foreign Markets, notwithſtanding the Wools France procures 


6 from GERMANY, PoRTUGAL, BARBARY and Turkey.” 


15. And the Proof of this flale, incredible Poſition, he reſts upon the fal- 
lowing alſo falſe Aſſertion : vig. When the Plague raged at MaksgIIIES, 
te the Woors of ENGLAND and IRELAND were inſufficient to ſupply the 
* Demands abroad for our Woolen Manufactures.“ 

16. He has not ſaid indeed, in fo many Words, with ſome others, that the 
Price of Engliſh Wool in England roſe accordingly at this Juncture, But 
what be hath aſſerted, is tantamount ; becauſe, if true, THAT mult infallibly 
have been the Caſe. Wool muſt have advanced to a very high Pitch : The 


e Chap. 171, Reverſe whereof hath been made ſo very evident in MEMolRs © or Wool, that 


Ne. 1, 2, 
Ch. 174. 


4 Ch. 194. 


354 fis ſtrange if Mr. Poſtlethwait did not ſee it, who appears to have had the 


Volumes before bim; more ſtrange if, notwithſtanding, that, be ſtill chuſe ts 
give Mr. Bradſhaw Credit in this particular ; fince the Plan of his Work being, 
TO ACCOMMODATE IT TO THE INTEREST oF THESE KinGpoms, be 
could not poſſibly hope to ſucceed in bis Deſign, otherwiſe than by ſearching aſter 
and giving into the Truth of Things, wherever the ſame was to be found. 
17. WHEREFORE, and becauſe WOOL, and tbe WOOLEN TRADE, 
are to Britain @ capital Part of its Produce and Commerce, 'twas incumbent an 
Mr. Poſtlethwait to have endeavoured to treat them with the utmoſt Preciſion ; to 
have beſtowed ſome Pains and Paper about them, more than be has done; in or- 
der to bave exhibited, not partially by Fits and Starts, but fairly in one View, 


and in its proper Place, that is, under their reſpective Heads, an Account 


of Bor R, that ſhould have carried with it ſome very clear Information, explicit 
Opinion or diſtindt Meaning.—At leaſt, by the very Tenor of his Title Page, 
he ought to bave tranſlated literally, Mr. Savary, under the Article, Wool, 
eſpecially. But from bis Omiſſion herein, e conclude that, beides its not being 
his own moſt favourite Study, he preſumed, not a little, upon the general In- 


difference of Readers, who are in truth very incurious, vaſtly ſparing of 
their Time and Attention towards this, as 4 dry, taſteleſs and illiberal Sub- 


jet; for which Reaſon, againſt the common Propenſity of human I\ature, it 
; Wants 


hay. x | 

Chap. 186. A SHORTER HISTORY. 307 
wants the Heart even of theſe to whom it conflitutes a principal Share of their 
Treaſure—— ON THESE CONSIDERATIONS, we ſhall endeavour to make the 1 
Hiftory of it a little more palatable than hitherto, in ſome followin 8 2 
Chapters. ' 1 | n 2 


* 


— 4 — * _ — 


CHA P. CLXXXVI. 


MzMorrs or Wool. reduced into à ſhorter Hiſtory, divided into 
ſeveral Periods of Time, for the Eaſe of certain Readers, . 


with ſome Remarks. 
n 


I, H A T makes this Subject reſpectable enough to write and read upon, is - , * 
the due POLICY about it. Aud that Fords a material Diſquifition, | 

in one Point eſpecially ; which, though often brought upon the Tapis, bath never 

yet bad a fair and full Hearing, namely, with regard to the Wools of Eng- 

land and Ireland, how in the beſt Manner to prevent or reſtrain the exporting 

of them raw to foreign Countries? — A Matter of continual * Unegſineſ in, Oh. 


this Kingdom, ever ſince the Year 1660! * $. 1, + 15 7 
2. Ta1s, beſides other Reaſons, is an Argument that in truth, Meaſures * 1 
moſt eligible for the Purpoſe have not been taken within that long Period. In- 15 _— 
deed, to form a right Judgment, after a Multitude of public Acts, for THAT : b 
Exp— After ſundry repeated Stirrages ox TuIS HEAD, both of the People, i 


in Parliament, and by the Preſs, requires a Deduttion of many Particulars, 
which Gentlemen, tis ſaid, being not ſufficiently inclined to pick out from the 
foregoing Chapters, and connect for themſelves, as they might do; lis therefore 
intended, by a cloſer Arrangement, to bring them nearer to Obſervation ; in or- 
der, if poſſible, to attach Taz1R Notice, whom they moſt intereſtingly concern, 


| When, inſtead of a Duty on Wool, if exported, which had been the ſtanding Policy, for f | | 
THREE HUNDRED YEARS ſucceſſively, was ſubſtituted by Act of Parkament, an ABSOLUTE . 
Poul iron. And therefore a principal Point for Examination is, which of the two can 72 

de thoug ht nationally beſt ? And though this is to be judged in Part from the Nature and Reaſon 
of Things, yet not ſo well, without a familiar Know! of ſeveral pertinent Facts. And a 
Pity it is, i not ſome Shame, fince the People of this Nation are almoſt univerſally POLT IICIANS, 
able and fit, to a Man, in their own Opinions, to be of the Cabinet, and equally knowing as if they 
were ſo, iht Gentlemen particularly do not bend a Share of their Thoughts towards this Subject; 
by means Whereof they might do a real Service to themſelves and THE CouN TRY InNTEREST 


rightly ſo called, | 
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| may have their Choice, of being implicit, or ſcrutinous, juſt as they ſee Cauſe, 
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3. And although, regarding what hath gone before, it may be objefted to this 
| which follows, that being in ſome ſort a Duplicate of the ſame, tis a Reaſon 
| | why one of them might have been ſpared : Yet we anſwer, beſides what is al. 
. ready ſaid for the latter, that, deriving its wnolꝝx AuTnrority from the 
former, THEY have eachof them their Uſe ; and may very fitly go together, 
In a word, it having been remarked to the Author, as a principal Fault 
in Memoirs of Wool, that maſt Perſons are unwilling to beſtow the Time 
and Attention requifite in peruſing them : Therefore, to help the Memory, and 
relieve the Impatience of ſuch Readers, 1s given the following Abridgment N 
by means whereof, together with thoſe References to be found in the Margin, they 


or happen to be diſpoſed. 


CH AP. CLXXXVII. 
From the Creation of the World zo he Reign of Richard l. 


1. O HEEP are one Species of Cattle, which God in the firſt Gene- 

ration of Things commanded the Earth to produce and ſuſtain, with 

a Power to increafe and multiply after their Kind. Of theſe, Abel, the 

fCh. x.4.2. ſecond Son of our grand Parent Adam, became eminently a Keeper: 
Gn. iv. 20. And, after him, Cain's Grandſon, , Jabal: Tux were, no doubt, become 
very numerous before the Flood; but all periſhed in thoſe Waters, except a 

* Gen, vii. 2, Reſerve of Seven in the Ark: One, as is fuppoſed, for the Sacrifice which 
Noah was afterwards to offer: the other fx, to repleniſh the new World, 

by breeding abundantly, in Proportion to their future Uſe for the Service 

of God and Man; viz. Their Carcafes for Sacrifice and Food; their Wool. 

and Skins, for cloathing Noah and his Deſcendants. As ſuch, they conſti- 

tuted no ſmall Part of the Wealth and Grandeur of the greateſt Perſon- 

i Ch. 1. §. x, ages in the Old i Teftament ; where likewiſe are ſhort Hints about Hinning 
4 Wool, weaving, fulling, and dying * Cloth, Taxse, chiefly in Egypt and 
EF: Aſia; that Part of the Globe having been firſt peopled; whence ſucceeding 


Generations ſpread themſelves by Degrees throughout the Face of 6 
es 


whole Earth: Art and Science: Some Animals and Vegetables following, 
though but lowly, and by unequal Paces. ch. 2. N.. 
2. The next Writers (from the ſacred Penmen) who make mention 
of theſe Cattle, their End and Uſe, their Kinds and Qualities, extend the 
Hiſtory of them from Ala to Greece, Italy, Portugal, and Gaul; deriving 
Kill the Original of Moolen ManufaFure from Egypt and the moſt Eaſtern 
Parts of the World, Their Accounts indeed, like moſt others that go 
far back into Antiquity, are but brief and ſuperficial : Wherefore, the _ 
learned Huetius writing an Hiſtory ® which he intitled, Of the Conmerce, as = Ch. 3. 
well as Navigation of the Antients, was but very ſparingly furniſhed with 
theſe Kind of Memoirs ; rather of naval Exploits. And albeit, we muſt 
ſuppoſe that, beſides Food, MAaTERIALs for Raiment were no inconſide- 
| rable Articles of Exchange between the Nations of which he treats ; yet 
hath he diſtinguiſhed (in Europe) under the Heads of Wool and Crorn, 
only e Spain, and * Poland: And for what relates to Britain, he ſpeaks ra- Chap. 3. 
ther negatively, by aſſigning to the Iſland and its Inhabitants, with ſome $8: 
Degree of Minuteneſs, other Produce and ? Traffic, without a fingle Word 4 4.1 —_ 
of either, or ſo much as SxeeP ; whereof the Country moſt probably con- 1 12, 73» 
tained none, or but very few, till ſome Time after the Romans poſſeſſed, 17. 
or perhaps had left it: The firſt Mention of Sheep in Engliſb Records or 
_ Hiſtory, being not till about the Beginning of the eighth « Century. 2h. 4. C. 4. 
3. And though the Silence of Chronicles is far from being a full Proof 
in this Caſe, yet there is Reaſon to think they could not be very nume- 
rous before Edgar * the peaceable took ſuch effectual Meaſures to compals »Ch. 4. C 7. 
the Deſtruction of their great Deſtroyers, Wolves, that there was not one 
of thoſe ravenous Creatures left in the Kingdom. This happened about 
the Middle of the zenth Century; after which, in a little more than two 
hundred Years, viz. in the Reign of Richard I. THEY were ſo far increaſed, 
that Wool was. become a capital Commodity of the Nation. » Chap. 
£72 §. 13. 
REMARK. 


4. Here then let it be conſidered, à priori, how far the Notion is likely to 
be well Founded, which attributes to England and Ireland not only à vaſt Su- 
periority beyond all other Parts of the Earth, in Sheep and Wool, but almoſt 
the ſole Power of furniſhing Mankind with that neceſſary for cloathing, 

| Woorlzx 
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14, 15, 16, 
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310 MEMOIRS or WOOL, &. Chap. 183 


Wooten MANUFACTURE=—If ruis be really the peculiar happy Circum. 
france of theſe two Kingdoms, may we not well enquire (the Premiſes eſpe 
cially conſidered) by what Accident or Contrivance it hath come 7; bolt? 
Sball we give implic tiy into ſuch a Belief, 19ithout demanding ſome good natural 
Reaſon, or well atteſted Hiſtory in Support of it? But what is thet Retr? 
Where is the Hiſtory, except in legendary Writings of certain Engliſh Paimphle- 
teers, comparatively, of no Antiquity, and of till leſs Account, as Autrons? 


— — r — — 
2 —_ 
_ 


* 


C HAP. CLXXXVIII. 
From Richard I. to Edward VI. 


I. AJO ſooner was Woot in England, à plentiful and valuable Commodity, 
But it fell a Prey, firſt, to ARBRITRARY PowER ; next, fo that 
MONOPOLISH SPIRIT, which began with Commerce, as a Maſter Science, 
and for a long Time, made a chief Part of Trading Policy. And although 
many Articles and Branches of Traffic have been emancipated, and at full Li- 
berty; yet hath ENGL.1sn Wool. been almoſt conſtantly held in Bondage, more 
or leſs ; and never more, than from the Reſtoration, downwards. 
2. MeRcnanTs at firſt, paid a Fine to the Crown for Leave to export 
t Chap. 4. Wool; without which Leave and Fine t, the fame was liable to be confiſ- 
„ cated, This Fine was grown up into a Cuftom, of Half a Mark, the Sack: 
when Edward I. by his ſole Power levied thereon * forty Shillings. 
:$. 21. Note, But againſt ſuch Maletent of Wools * (for fo it was called) the Commonalty 
remonſtrating very juſtly and ſtoutly, twas therefore remitted ; but again 
ſoon after, reſumed ; in which fluctuating Way, of Reſumption, and Re- 
miſſion, it continued to be Matter of Strife between the Prince and Peo- 
ple, from Edward I. to the 22d of Edward III.; although often in that 
Interval ſolemnly diſclaimed * on the Part of the Crown. | 


3. Beſides 


Here then, if we may be indulged a Conjecture touching the Original of Moo Sacks in the 
Houſe of Lords, as a notable Memorial of great Conſequence, we ſhould imagine it to have 
been, if at all, ſome Time, during this Struggle; to perpetuate the Remembrance of a noble 
Stand made upon that Occaſion, and of an - ab indefeaſible Right in the Subject, not to be 
ſaddled with any Tax or Impoſition, by other Authority than that of Parliament. This 15 not 


; 2 unworthy, nor altogether improbable. Another Reaſon * aſſigned, cannot be the true one oy 
. 5 5 Vs a | 
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3. Beſides the Maletent of Wools, another Grievance obtained early againſt 
* Growers; namely, a deceitful Method of weighing, called * Auncel; from Ch. 5. $ 
which they were not ſoon, nor eaſily delivered +; although for this End, 2 5. 80 7 
they had Aſſiſtance from the Crown, which ſuffered thereby alike in its Note. 
Culloms, as did Subjects in their Property. 8 9 
4. Further, the Crown had frequently, (in the Time of * Edward III. C. 5.68, 
eſpecially) a Pre-emption of Wools, which could not fail of being injurious 9, 10, 11, 
to Growers. Neither was this all To recite every Impoſition on Wool, 3 
under one Pretence or another, would be to tranſcribe too great a Part of 
theſe Memoirs, from Chap. 4. F. 13. to Chap. 15. f. 33 ; where, by Sta- 
tute (37 Henry VIII.) Merchants of the Staple, together with the richeſt , as 2s 
Engliſh Clothiers, appear to have obtained a confiderable Monopoly of it; but 9. 33. 
not a complete one. For though by this Statute it was totally diſal- 
lowed to © buy or bargain for Wool (on Account of any Merchant- 
« Stranger, or on Account of any other than a Merchant of the Staple, 
or a Maker of Cloth or Yarn) in Kent or twenty-ſeven Shires:” Yet 
the Act, extending not to the whole Kingdom; and Merchants of the Sta- 
ple buying to fell again, as well for Exportation, as for Home Uſe ; that 
making to Growers ſomewhat of a double Market for their Produce, 'twas 
no doubt an Help to them in the Price of it. 
5. Having ſeen how the Material was treated in this Period: Let us turn 
back and trace the Manufacture, and its Exportation Trade from this King- 
6. For with the Growth of WooL in England, or however, very ſoon 
after, commenced in a Degree, the Art of manufacturing it: CLoTns Chap. A 
being certainly there made, not only in, but long before the Year © 1224. f. 16. Note. 


cauſe they had been immemorially there; and by Tradition, whether well grounded or not, as , Oh 28.51 
a Remembrance or Token 4 of ſomewhat conſiderable, before it was ſo much as thought of, o ,, 
grobibit al folutely the Exportation of Wool from this Realm. 1 Ch. 66. 6 

+ Nay, to this very Day Growers are not wholly free from Impoſition, in weighing of Ni. + 
For though the Aun.el is, long fince, out of uſe; yet does a Cuſtom obtain too generally, and 
contrary to what is praQiiſed in all other Commerce, for Buyers, inſtead of Sellers, to take 
upon them the Office of preſiding at the Scales. And notwithſtanding all Buyers are not alike 
aſſuming, nor all Sellers equally tame and paſſive; yet is it commonly believed, that the latter, 
upon the whole, are on the ſuffering Side- that Wa And certainly a more proper Method 
would be, after a mutual Scrutiny of Scales and Weights, for Sellers of Wool, like Venders of 
other Commodities, to weigh up, which is but to deliver out their own; leaving to the Buyer all 
reaſonable Liberty of excepting to what he ſhould think ſcant Weight, without putting contra- 
ny, a Difficulty upon Sellers, who being far leſs converſant in that Buſineſs, are. more liable 
to be deceived, by all the Difference there is, between being exerciſed in it, for Days and Weeks 


lucceſively, and only ſeeing it done, perhaps not oftnet than once a Year. 
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And towards the Cloſe of the 14th Century, one Thomas Col: * was di. 
ſtinguiſhed by the Name of the rich Clothier of Reading in Berkſhire, 

, * 5. „ 5. In the Vear 13315, and again in 1336, King Edward III. gave Pro- 


tection and Encouragement to ſeveral foreign Manufacturers in England. 


Ch. 5. & 5. About which Time it was made Felony by * Statute, to tranſport Woor., 


te. 


s Chap. 5. 
§. 5. Note, 
„F. 7. 8. 


1. 23. 


* F. 32. 
1 Chap. 6. 


1 Chap. 8. 


8. 34. 


But that was only, TILL IT $HOULD BE OTHERWISE ORDAINED, 474 
tberefore is to be conſtrued chiefly a Device for raiſing Money upon the Subject 
—Accordingly, that Statute was preſently diſpenſed with, in Conſideration 
of 5 Money paid to the Crown, and ſoon after wholly vacated by 4# of 
Parliament, which gave the King 4 Cuſtom in Lieu of the Probibition. 

8. The Manufacture increafing, 'twas thought proper to impoſe a C, 
tom alſo on CLorus and WoRsTEDs EXPORTED; againſt which a i Petition 
was preſented in the twenty firſt of this Reign; but rejected; giving for 
Reaſon, *©* that ſuch Profit might well be taken of CLorus wrought within the 
Realm, and CARRIED FORTH, as of the Wools of the Land; raTt are 
* THE CLOTH, As THE SACK.” 

9. In the 27th of this Reign, to compenſate ſtill more for the Cuſtom 


It on Woor, as then manufactured at Home, which aforetime was wont 


to be exported raw, a Subſidy æ was laid on every Cloth made within the 
Realm 7o be ſold. The Woolen Exports of the next Year (281 Edward III.) 
were in QUanTITY, Treble, and in VALUE, above one Third, more than 
the Imports of Cloth in that ſame Year. | 

10. In the 14th and 15th of Richard II, the Merchants petitioned, to 
tranſport Kerſeys for the old Cuſtom a; which was not granted In the 3d 
of Henry V. was a Petition that Straight Cloths, called Dozens of Devon- 


a Ch, 10.8, 3./hire ® and Cornwall might pay Cuſtom after the Rate of Broad Cliths: In 


0 Chap. 11. 
$ 13. 


p F. 24. 
q f. 28. 


r F. 30. 


the 10th of Henry VI. uthat 7wo Perſons of every Hundred * within the Realm 
might be commiſſioned to ſearch the due Making of Woolen Cloths, and to 
ſeal the ſame : In the 20th were appointed by Statute, four Wardens of 
worſted Weavers for the City of Norwich; and two more for the County of 
Norfolk „: In the 23d, two more for that County and Suffolk d: Ir the 
27th was a proviſional Act, © in Caſe WooLEN CLorns made in ENGLAND 
© ſhould not be accepted in Brabant, Holland, and 2 ealand *.” 


* Peſtlethwait's Dia. Vol. I. p. 244: 
II. The 


Iz. In the Beginning of Henry VAR, flouriſhed at Newberry in Berk- 

frire, Joun Wincucomn,: commonly called Jack of Newberry, one of the 

greateſt Clothiers that ever was in England: He keeping an nunpreD . 

Looms in his Houſe; and in the Expedition to Flodden-Field againſt the 

Scots, marched an hundred of his own Men, all armed and cloathed, at 

his own Expence During this Reign, paſſed ſundry , Laws relating to- Chap. 15. 
Moolen Manufa#ure; ſome general; others particular; viz. for Coyrtwwall, 
Devonſhire, N. Wales, Lancaſhire and Cheſhire, Yarmouth, Lynn, Suffotk, 

Warcefter ſhire, York. In the 14th and 15th of it, it is particularly mentioned, 

that ſince the 7th of Edward * IV. the making of Worfteds, Says, and Stam- » $. 17. Note. 
mins, was greatly increafed in the City of Nerwich, and County of Norfolk; 

and that the ſame was buſily practiſed both at 7armouth and Lynn, And 

which is more to be remarked; Henry having entered into a League with 

France againſt the Emperor, in Conſequence whereof Trade was inter- 

rupted with the Low: Countries, and the Merchants would buy n nore Cloth 

which they could not vend; the Clothiers, THEREFORE, roſe in Arms. 5. 20. 
Which ſbeus evidently the Dependence of England at this Time, on a foreign 
Trade for Cloth and other Woolen Goods; and more, with other Countrieg 

even at this - Time, than with France. There were then indeed in the 

Kingdom TREE confiderable Companies of Merchants, trading largely therein ; 4 Chap. 12. 
yiz. thoſe of the * STILI-VARD, Foreigners; the MERCHANTS o THE STA- 78 12 


250 Ib. 13, 6. 
err, and the M M ApvenTuRERs & Engli/b pu TR Ge . 


* Poſtiethwait's Dict. Vol. I. p. 245» » $35 bis 


Vox. II. . Ruatank · Not 


had exacted on every Piece of Engli/h th brought into his Dominions. 


— W need R 1 mern T5 
gre omg om” N 5 2 WW 
— 1 W 1 - 4 FT >» 9 7 > * * 1 6 * 


314 MEMOIRS os WOOL, fe. Chap. 189 


REMARK. 


14. The foregoing Particulars, diſcovering not only the high Anti quity of 
Cloth making in England, viz. in and before the Reign of Henry III., but 
from Edward III. a ſwift Progreſs and vaſt Increaſe both of Woolen Many. 
facture, and a foreign Trade for it: TnꝝEV are to be noted againſt Writers on thi; 
x Ch. 5.4. 1. Subject, who too generally have either aſcribed falſiy to Edward III. * its fel 
C 4 3 Beginning, together with the Policy of prohibiting abſolutely the Ex portation 
io 41. f. 2. of Wool; reckoning an uninterrupted Continuance n of ſuch Prohibition from 
$- _ "1+ bis Time: OR otherwiſe have dated the i Original of Woolen Manufacture and 
Chap. 51. its Exportation Trade, eſpectally the latter, no higher than the 12th of Eliz. 
i Chap. 119. | | 


AX; §. 1, 5 n 
8 CHAP. CLXXXIX. 
2, Vote f f i | 


From Edward VI. 20 the Year 1568. 


Ch. 26.4.3, I. A D. 1549, * not only Lands were incloſed, and the Growth of 
Wool increaſed, but the Woolen Trade flouriſhed : Nevertheleſs, be- 
cauſe Rents were conſequently advanced, and alſo for another Reaſon, the 
Price of Wool; TERETORE certain Farmers and Manufacturers, inſtigated 
by ſuppreſſed Monks, took up Arms; in Norfolk particularly: And the ſe- 
ditious there, ſending their Complaints to Court: The Council (for their Pa- 
cification) had Recourſe to two extraordinary Expedients; namely, © that 
« for the preſent, Rents ſhould be reduced to what they had been forty 
« Years before; and that © Commiſſioners ſhould cauſe Clotbiers to take 
« what Wool. they wanted, at a leſs Price, by one Third, than they had 
given the foregoing Year.” . | | 


REMARE. 
2. Ve call theſe, extraordinary Expedients - becauſe though a Debaſing * of 
Coin was one Reaſon why the Price of all Things was nominally advanced a 


Money was debaſed one Third, from what it had been 36 Henry VIII. (See Ch. 4. T. 5) 
tors 
2 


this Time ; yet that affefting equally at leaft,” both Landlords and Tenants, as 
any other Perſons whatſoever,” 'twas exceſſvely bard, and unjuſt, to go about to 
abridge, one, of bis Rent, the other, in ſelling his Wool; fince thoſe were their 
Dependencies reſpettively, for paying where they owed, and for purchaſing what 
wanted; and tat ' doubly hard upon Land-owners, becauſe THEY in 
the Upſhot, mult loſe what Tenants ſuffered by not receiving the natural Value 
of their Wool: While with regard to Clothiers, who advanced their Com- 
modities in Proportion as Coin” was debaſed, this Expedient was no Way neceſ- 
ſary: They, for Example, at Blackwell-Hall, ſer Prices on their Cloths (in 
« Engliſh Money) according to the” Price it bore abroad, and not according 


« tg the [nominal] Valuation thereof given and proclaimed by the | Prince; 1 Ch. 20. f. 6. 


for, whereas in Conſequence of this Debaſement, twenty fix Engliſh Shil- 
« lings were but equal to thirteen, Flemiſh ; what Cloth was worth but thirteen 
« ſuch Shillings, they would not ſell in Blackwel I-Hall for leſs than twenty fix, 
« Engliſh.” And that was ſufficient Reaſon toby they ought not to have been 
commiſſioned to take Wool. for one Third leſs, which in ſelling f CLorH | 
was valued at one Third more, befides @ Profit in draping. 

3. Tux WooLEen ManvurAcTURE, by this Time, in its ſeveral mae 
of old Drapery, appears to have ſpread itſelf, heſides Lindon and the Su- 
burbs, into Berkſhire. Kent, Surry, Suſſex, Eſſex, Suffolk, Norwich, Norfolk, Win- 
chefler, Sarum, Wiltſhire, Glouceſterſhire, Worceſter and Worceflerſhire, So- 
merſerſh're, Devonſhire, N. and S. Wales, Lancaſhire, Cheſhire, Weſtmoreland, * 
Cumbertand, Northumberland, the Bi ſhopric of Durham, York and V1 ee 


4. In 15 ha, The Corporation of German Merchants living in * Still. & 7+ Note, 
1 who, the foregoing Year, had ſhipped out FoRTY FOUR THOUSAND 


at one Shipping. Many Things were objected to tbe Merchants of the Still- 
yard, whoſe greateſt Fault ſeems to have been, their Privilege by antient 
Grant or Charter, of paying only one and a Qyarter on the Hundred, for 
their Exports, and Imports ; which'was judged to be in Diminution of the ö 
King's Revenue However, they were reſtored for à Time by Queen 


and the Revenue ariſing from Cuſfoms on that Head, reduced in a Manner 
Rr 2 to 


Chap. 169. A SHORTER HISTORY. 3; 


Halifax a, moſt eminently. cha. 18. 


Crorus, was diffolved „ at the Inſtance of the M M Adventurers, their Chap. 17. 
Rivals; who in this fame Year ſent out FORTY THOUSAND BROAD o CLOTHS's Ch, 17.6.8. 


Murr; in whoſe Reign the Corn TRADE was grown to be ſo very great Ch. 18.5. 3. 
in England, that exporting of raw Wool was ALMOST WHOLLY * DECAYED 5 Ch. 26.4. 6. 
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316 MEMOIRS or WOOT, K. Chap, 789. 
2 26.53, to nothing. Wherefore, in 1557; twas thought no bad * Polioy, to 
raiſe the Com on Clath, from 144. to 6s. 8d. to de paid by Engliſhmen 
and 13s. 4d. by Strangers tranſporting the ſame: Whence (ſays Mr 
* Wheeler, Wheeler”) © the Cuſtom on Cloth became imtediately equal to the Cuſtom * 
Chap. 20 ( Mol, when moſt.” And this is credible-from * Camden's Account of 
| $: 2, 3-, the Engliſh Trade abroad for WoolEN Maxuraerunk, fo early in Queen 
E uxabetb's Reign, as the Year 1564, who ſays (and ſpeaks it aſſuredly 
from authentic Accounts) to Antwerp fingly, it was not leſs in Value than 
FIvE Mir Lions or GoLD yearly ; v2. at the very loweſt Reckoning, s- 
VEN HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND Pouxps Sterling; when there was 
beſides, an Exportation of Woot ens ta Amſterdam, Hemburgh, Scetland, 

and Ireland, France probably; to Sweden and Ria certainly. 


REMARK. 


5. The great Abuſe and epidemical Error in England about this Sub- 
je, have been thoſe of, fome repreſenting, many believing, ous Wool h 
far a NECESSARY To ALL THE WoRLD, that CLorn, of STUFF, cannot 
be made in any Quantity at leaſt, nor tolerable Perfection, without it :—that 
accordingly, till a Prohibition ook place, This NAT10N neither made any 
Advances towards a foreign Trade with Woolens, or even ſo much as in the 
Manufacture for Home Uſe: Nox Foreigners, but as they obtained, firſt, 
openly, and fince, in a clandeſtine Manner, the Material, hENcx, or from 
IRELAND. 

6. Wat ornxx NAT1ONs are ſupplied with Woo of their own, and 
from foreign Countries, befides England and Ireland: And what Manu ac- 

 TuRIEs or Woor have been, and fill do ſo exiſt among them, is to be ſeen 
(Ch. 120, 121. 151-70. 178, 179, 180, 183) where the Account given, is 
too brief to admit of being ſhortened, and therefore improper to be repeated— 
But for what concerns the State or ou own. MANUPACTURIES and Ex- 
PORTAT1ON T'RADE, in this Period, when Wool WAs NOT PROHIBITED 


Chap. 87. * But a much better was that of 11th and zzth of liam III. Chap. 12 for immedi- 
. 16. ately taking away thoſe Duties Not ſo, the Statutes of Henry VIII, * Edward VI., and Pl 
x Chap. 15. and Mary, for confining chiefly WooL ENR MANUBACTURE to Cities Boroughs, and N 

25. Ch. 16. Corporate ; which menepalyſh Aeis, though * are not ſtill in their full Force, yet do the Þ: 
; 8. Ch. 18. Conſequences of them, to Growers of Wool eſpecially, remain in ſome Meaſure to this Day, in 


a Manner too notorious, to need being more particularly ſpecified. 


5. 9» 


To 
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To BE EXPORTED, the foregoing Hiſtory of it is to be abſerved, in Contra- 
Ai cion again, not only to-innumerable Engliſh, of loſs Note, but thoſe two 1. jy 
Þuftrious Foreigners, Grotius and Thuanus 1; who: bave repreſented US, thus, Chap. * | 
lug, and. ſomewhat later, to have been only Shepherds and Huſbandmen ; P. . 

On Exroxrs, nothing but Raw Wool—How theſe two eminent Perſons 
fell into this very groſs o Miſtake, we know not; but ſo it uns tbat they did: | 
and ſubſequent Writers * ſrem to love been miſled by them. . N 
— een | — — — b —— . 178. 


C HAP. CXC. 


From the Year 1.568, 10 the End of Queen Elizabeth's Reign: 


1. IN this Period was a Variety of Incidents; ſome, very favourable to 
the Manufafures; others again, diſadvantageous to the Woolen Trade 

of England. | 

2. In, or ſoon after the Year 1568, a Number of French and Flemiſh 
Refugees were encouraged to ſettle and follow their Trades at Norwich, | 
Colcbefter, Sanduaich, Maidſione, and Southampton. But at the ſame Time; Ch. 22.5. x, 
through Miſbehaviour of Merchants, a Stop was put to a very bene- 5. 
ficial Trade for CLoTn, Gc. in Raſſia; which it coſt the Queen ſome Time 
and Frouble to reſtore. | | 

3. Alſo, upon a Quarrel with Spain, the Engliſp Merchants were prohi- 
bited all Commerce (Which Suſpenſion laſted five Years) and had beſides, 
their Effects ſeized, both there, and in the Low Countries. 

4. Soon after, Antwerp * was ſacked ; the Engliſh Merchants there, ſe- 5. 6 
vetely plundered ; and withal obliged to redeem themſelves at a very high 
Ranſom —But then, to make amends, commenced, within a few Tears, 
the Engliſh Trade to. * Turkey. 6. 7. 
. On the other Hand, the Muſcovy Trade * had again gone into De- Cb. 24 C. 
cay; but was a ſecond Time re-eſtabliſhed by a ſueceeding Emperor; not, « 5 2. / 


* This its true, had been very much the State of England, above two Centuries before; but 
thet had been changing from Edward III.; and was greatly altered by the Time of Edward IV. 3 
alth: ugh Merchants of the Staple, as chief Exporters of Wool, were then the predominant g Chap. 72. 


py of Erg. Mcrchants—But in the Reign of Hey VII, M A Adventurers, who made $, 56. 


the Wool E MANUFACTURE TRADE the principal Object of their Application, had-plainly g Chap. 14. 
taken the Lead t. | 


12, 13. 
A Ven. 
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| 318 | ME MOIRS OF WOOL, Kc. Chap. 796. 
| as he ſaid, in reſpect to the Merchants, but to the Queen; who about 
the fame Time gave a Patent to w. Noblemen- and ſome others, for 
b$-3 ſole.vending of Engliſh ® Cloths to Barbary, | 

Ch. 26. f 3. 6. Immediately after, followed the Spaniſh i Invaſion ; by which, and 2 
Note; long War it occaſioned, the Trade of England, in Lord Bur lalgb's Opinion 
„ ſuffered conſiderably. N : 
| : 7. To the foregoing Circumſtances is to be added, that the Emperor and 
other Princes of Germany, eſpouſing all along the Still-yard Merchants, whom 
the great Company of M M Adventurers had been reputed to have ſup- 
| planted in England: THOSE POWERS were continually moleſting 

| the ſaid M M Adventurers, in ſome Shape, by one Means or another. 
| 8. Notwithſtanding which, it appears, at the Cloſe of this Reign, that 
the WoolzN TRADE of England had “ been, and then was, conſiderably, 
or rather, prodigiouſly great, beyond moſt ſucceeding Times, before the 


the 


OS — N —— + 0 HAS — © 


Revolution. 
REMARK, 


9. The 12th Year of EL1z. (1568) is vulgarly reckoned a great Ara of the 
EnGLisn WooLEN TRADE ; as zf nothing memorable in that Way, bad been. 
done in this Kingdom before. And it hath further been commonly ſaid and be- 
lieved, and to this Day is perſiſted in, by Mr. Poſtlethwait and others, that 
bas in Conſequence, 1ft, of receiving thoſe Refugees mentioned (F. 2.) adh, 
and chiefly, of PROHIBITING ABSOLUTELY AND SERIOUSLY THE ExPoR- 
TATION of Wool FROM ENGLAND. | | | 

10. Neither of which are wholly true: Nor the latter, in any Degree (there 
being no Traces of ſuch a Policy during the whole Reign of this great Princeſs) 

|. k Chap, 189. Nox the former, as it is commonly underſtood ; becauſe, firſt, we bave * ſeen, 
the CLoryu TRADE of ENGLAND as exceedingly great, not only in the fore- 

going Part of this Reign, but in ſeveral preceding ones, that of Veen 

Mary in particular, And alſo, we have further Reaſons for thinking that the 

| Woolen Exports from England, as to Quantity or Value, were not increaſed 

to ſucha Degree, as at this Day reported. | 

11. For by comparing of Circumſtances (in this Reign) had and gooa, one 
would be apt to conclude, that the former did more than balance the latter; 4s 


It appears alſo in 1581 1, that whereas the antient Price of Engli/þ Woe in Englend had 


men - | 
8 vg 3. been about 135. 4d. twas then fold for TWENTY, and TWENTY TWO SHILLINGS per 
1 Tod. 


cer- 
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certainly they , muſt have done, had theſe Interruptions of Commerce mentioned, | 
heen in Reality what it is natural to imagine them. But as, on the one Hand, 
(in England) Merchants of the Still-yard, though disfranchiſed, as a Com- 
pany, Were permitted to trade, i. e. to carry out CLoTH, and bring in Wares, 
upon the ſame Foot with other Merchant Strangers, or rather a better: So on 
the other, (in Germany) M M Adventurers, though frequently obliged to change 
their Places of Refidence ; and befides being always vexed and harraſſed, more 
or leſs, were often totally prohibited to vend either Cloth, Wools, or &c. with- 
in the extenſrve Limits of the Holy Empire; yet (ſays Mr. Wheeler) ** Thoſe 
« Mandates not extending to all Engliſhmen, and ALL EnGLisn WARES 
« GENERALLY, M M Adventurers found Means to continue their Trade 
« and vend the Commodities of their Country, though not in that Sort that 
« were convenient.” | | | 

12. In ſhort, ſeveral Quarrels of this Reign, ſo far as they reſpected Com- 
merce (for other Cauſes of Quyarrel there were) aroſe partly, from the Ne- 
therlanders taking Umbrage at an Act paſſed 5 Er1z. which to encourage 
Manufacturies of them at Home, probibited the Impor tation of divers of their 
Wares ; fuch as Pins n, Knives, Hats, Girdles, Ribbon, &c. but chiefly, with ; ys oo 9. 
regard to Germany, and the Still-yard Merchants, from @ Difference con- Ch. 26. 9 3 
cerning\ Duties, that zy ancient Treaties, were very low on both Sides; abicb Mete. 
nevertheleſs,” each Power, for its own particular Intereſt, ſought to, raiſe, with- a Ch. 14. $4. 
uit being willing to ſubmit to, what was naturally to be enpected, Repriſals in 
the ſame Way. This ended (according to Mr. Wheeler) in a mutual Advance- 
ment of old, much lower Duties, to 74 on the Hundred; which neither 
Side would depart from; but contented themſelves with reciprocally charging the 
bers,” as ſole Aggreſſors, and with endeqvouring to be the Monopoliſts of 
Europe. e | | | 

13. With all this, Mr. Wheeler (who was Secretary to that Company, 
and wrote in this Reign, viz. in the Year 1601) ſays, © Tue MM Ap- 
* VENTURERS of ENGLAND were not fewer in Number, than THREE 
© THOVSAND' FivE © HUnNDRED—THtxy exported CLoTH, KERSA VS and e Chap. 25 
" oTHER Wool zx Goops to the yearly Value of ons Mi1LL1ow Sterling, & + 
BESIDES WOOL, &c Moreover the Members of the | 
" Hanſes y were at Liberty to buy and carry out of the Realm all Sorts of, elt, of 
„Crorn, Ge. paying ſuch Duties as they ought to pay; alſo all Subjects eee 
of upper and Jower Germany, and ALL oTHER Strangers, were permitted OP 


to 


| MEMOIRS or WOOL, '&c. Chap. 190. 
to do the ſame; and prvers oTHER CoMPANIES of EnGLtzn Mrn- 
© CHANTS were priviledged to TRANSPORT CLoTH, &c. into foreign 
« Parts” | . | 

14. Whether or no then the Engliſh Woolen Exportation Trade, as thus ye. 
preſented by Mr. Wheeler, whoſe View in Writing led him to ſuy the mot of 
it, was in the main greater now, in the latter End of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, 
than it bad been in the Beginning of it, and in that of Queen Mary, is a Pro- 
blem not very eaſy to be ſolved; but if not greater, there is no Reaſon for con- 
cluding it to have been leſt—— However, moſt certainly, it cannot be ſaid 
(though put upon the Public over and over again for true Hiſtory) ITNIR, that 
the Woolen Manufacture of England rixsr commenced to any confiderabl; 
Degree, in, and from, the Year 1 568—-08, that the Woolen Exportation Trade 
THEN firſt began, or was any Way confiderably increaſed—LrasT os ALL 
can it be maintained that any Increaſe was, daring this Period, 18 Const- 
QUENCE OF PROHIBITING ABSOLUTELY THE EXPORTATION of Woor; 
becauſe it was never ONCE done in any Shape whatſpever.. 

15. For the Matter of Bays and Say making, though'it bath bem ſaid, and 
often repeated, that theſe two Species af Manufacture were introductu, as 
wholly new, in, or after, the Year 1568, yet plainiy 'twas not ſo—Brrauſe 


in 1564, the Dutcheſs of Parma 1 probibited; firft, Bays from ENGLAup; 


Cloth and Kerſey, afterwards, And we bave undoubted Evidence of Say 
making, abcut the 7th of EDwaARD IV.; which was A HUNDRED YEAR? 


So ER; and of its greatly increaſing from that Time; uſo as to be © buſily 
. © pradiſed almoſt THRovGHouT NoRFoOLK ; particularly at Nox wien, 


** YarMovuTH, and Lynn,” 

16. What then as the Loſs to-Flanders, and Gain 19 England (/ often 
Spoke of) by the Duke d' Alva's Perſecution in 1568, with what followed there- 
upon? The Loſs to Flanders was not that of Engliſh Wool; whereef they 
ſuffered no formal Deprivation in the leaſt— But it was a Loſs, 1ſt, of many 
uſeful Proteſtant Manufacturers and Merchants. 24h, In its Conſequences, of 
Trade at Antwerp ; which, as the Mart and Pack Houſe * of Europe, 


®. « There were often ſeen to lie in the River Two THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED 2 
« TOGETHER; and THREE or FOUR HUNDRED VESSELs have frequent come > An 2 
« Tide, allo T Wo HUND RED Waggons came in every Day, laden with 15 pes ho 
ce neighbouring Countries; and near a THOUSAND every Week, with er ma 1 4 in. cats 
5 other Foreigners; and TEN THOUSAND Country Carts were continual y empioy | 


& rying Goods to and from the City.” . 


Chap. 19 A SHORTER HISTORY. 

was thereby become not only exceeding rich as a City, but had very much en- 
riched their Prince and his whole Country, with all the Countries or Pro- 
vinces near unto adjoining round about it. 3. It was in general, befides the 
cruel Bigotry of Inquiſition, the Yoke of Spaniſh Tyranny, Violence offered 
without Diſtinction, to the Conſtitution and Privileges of the ſeveral Provinces 
of the Low Countries, that, driving thence promiſcuouſly, both Papiſts and 
Proteſtants, contributed greatly to baniſh Trade from this richeſt Part of them, 
ſo far as that was done: For notevithſtunding a vaſt Emigration, there were 
fill a great Number of Traders in Manufactures that remained in Brabant and 
Flanders. . a 


afterwards diſtinguiſhed by the Name of new Drapery—But the greateſt Ad- 
vantage te England, from this Revolution, and which far exceeded all others 
put together, was Increaſe of Shipping by an Mtended N avigation; not only 
into the North, but to Turkey, the Eaſt, and Weſt Indies, Sc. For Ant- 
werp ceaſing to be the Center of Commerce, that prodigious Emporie which 
had been there carried on, came to be divided in a great Meaſure between 
Amſterdam and London, 

18, Upon the whole, whether we regard Manufacture, or Commerce: As 
oppreſſrve arbitrary Meaſures of the Spaniſh Government was what gave a 
moſt fatal Blow to them in the Low Countries: So to the Reverſe * of theſe 
in England, during the wiſe and juſt Adminiſtration of Eliz. was it owing, 
that, with the Increaſe of Navigation, and all its Conſequences, inriching and 


at leaſt, if it did not advance ; which perhaps it did, theugh certainly nothing 
near ſo much, as hath been commonly imagined. * 

19. We have dwelt the longer on this Period, becauſe very much hath 
been ſaid about it, by innumerable Writers on our Subject; without knowing at 
all what was the State of Things at that Time; on the contrary, aſcribing 
vaſt Conſequences to one particular Meaſure (A PROHIBITION on Woot) 


| * For though the Engliſh Merchants in general, and M M Adventurers in particular, were 
in a State of War abroad; yet had they and all others, Peace at Home, with Liberty and Pra- 
techn in the fulleſt Meaſure; far beyond what the Suljecis of England had ever before expe- 
nenced, or what any other Nation enjoyed at that Time. | 


Vol. II. 8 | which 


aggrandiſing this Kingdom, the Woolen Trade in particular, ep? its Ground 


321 


4 Ch. 92. 
17. Of this Diſperfion many Nations ſhared the Advantage. The ſeven 5. . 


united Provinces, as it was very natural, gained moſt >: Of MANUFACTURES » Ch. a 
England had but a ſmall Part comparatively : In Woolen, not properly that 9. 8. 
of CLotH © ; but rather, if any, befides Stocking Frame knitting, what was e 5. 11. 12 
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8 Ch. 168. 
6. 2. 


MEMOIRS er WOOL, &c. Chap. 190 


which having net then exiſted, could not be the Cavse of any 
whatſoever. | | | 

20. Yet are we well aſſured that in Flanders there bad been moſ p- odigious 
Manufacturies of CLoTH and other WoolxN Goops, to the Year 1 568— 
L remains, therefore, to enquire by what means thoſe had been maintained in their 
Full Vigeur, thus long, notwith/landing ſo great a Share of the Engliſh Wool 
had then for many Years been wrought up within the Kingdom? And to this 
one ſhort Anſwer is, that the Flemings baving the Art, and withal, Hand; 


Eegpgct 


for that. Buſineſs, and Means of vending their Gocds, they wanted not Wool 


of their own Growth +, and from other Countries, with which they were 
amply ſupplied for all Kinds of Work. 


21. Fit be aſked how it came to paſs that England, witheut the Policy, 


fince thought ſo eſſential, of prohibiting abſolutely the Material from being ex- 


ported, could keep a Quantity of it at Home ſufficient for that bigh Pitch, it 
had without all Diſpute attained, both in making for Home Uſe, and export- 
ing in Manufacture ? Of this the only good Account to be given, muſt be a Rea- 


+ The ManufaQtures and Conner of the Low Countries have been fo very conſiderable, 
that it ſeems as if Hiſtorians had therefore taken leſs Notice of their Product; which is, Corn, 
Catile, Mal, &c g Indeed, beſides what Information we receive from natural and modern Hiſ- 
tory, of Sheep and Wool, in ſeveral Parts of the World, there is no doubt but that many other 
Kingdoms and Countries have them in ſufficient Plenty. But it being cuſtomary in thoſe Per- 
formances, taken from Books of Travels, &c. to point out chiefly what is nt remarkable any 
where; therefore theſe two Articles are often ſo far overlooked, as not to be particularly enume- 
rated; only couched under the general Head of a fruitful Country, plentiful Paſturage, &c. 

For Example, where Go/dand Silver, Slaves, Gems, Minerals of any Kind, Ivory, fine Words, 
Spices, Silk, Cotton, rich Gums, other uſeful Drugs and dying Goods, &c. are Objects of Conmerce, 
ſome other Matters, as of leſs Conſideration, are by Writers in this Way wholly diſregarded. 
And this may lead us to conceive how the Mools of England and Ireland came to be with vs fo 
much a Topic of Celebration, as they have been and are, even to extravagant Dotage, vz. not 
on Account of their being in truth fo very peculiar, as repreſented, in Kind or Quantity (altho' 
ſomewhat may be ſaid for both) but becauſe they, and manufacture from them, are the de and 
CHIEF Commodities, which the two Kingdoms (England eſpecially) afford for Exportation. And 
the beſt Commodity (for Traffic) whatever it be, which any Nation affords, is not only with 
great Reaſon highly eſteemed by thegPeople of ſuch Nation; bur of that they are apt to boaſt 
and to magnify it Thus with regard to ou Woot, Expreflions uſed at firſt, in but a figu- 
rative Senſe, have in Time been received literally ; and ſo continued, becauſe particular, ſeparate, 
Intereſts found their Account in ſuch Deception—Hence likewiſe, through a & AT10NAL Partiality 
and Fondneſs, great Streſs has been laid upon Ful U ERS EARTH, @s an Engliſh Production, altho 
the very worſt Material h that is employed for the ſame Purpoſe : Scap, and even Craik (it 15 
ſaid i) doing the Buſineſs far better. | 

But notwithſtanding we are free to ſay thus much; yet would we not be underſtood to diſpa- 
rage Engliſh Wools in Fike Manner as Fullers Earth Only this we ſay, that in their Nature 
they are not ſingular, nor even eminent beyond thoſe of * Countries, to that Degree 
which hath been long, erroneouſly maintained; with public Meaſures taken about them accotd- 
ingly; which Meaſures are conſequently leſs adapted to the common Good, than if what bath bee 
Pretence, and nothing more, was really true, 


uty» 


Chap. 19% A SHORTER HISTORY. 323 
lity, no Fiction. And in fact, Wool was vor prowIBITED, but ALLOWED 
ra BE EXPORTED; paying the proper Duty. Such Dur v, -therefore, 
with Freight and Factorage, made it juſt fo much dearer * fo the foreign © Chap. 179. 
4m Home Manufacturer, au the ſame amounted to; which Difference of 9 7. 
Price, we may venture to pronounce, was what gave the Engliſh at that Time; all 
requifite Advantages, notwithſtanding that Cloths exported, paid a Subſidy to the 
Crown; wwhich uben firſt laid, was intendedly i equal to the Duty on Wool !Ch. 5.$. 23. 
exported, and in that View, raiſed in the Reign of Philip and Mary“ from m Chap: 26: 
14d. en Denizens and 2 1d. on Strangers, to 6s. 8d. and 138. 4d. and þo * 3 
continued to 11, 12 of King William. 72. 8 5. 
If it be here objected, that this Subſidy on exported Woolens, was, ac- H 16. 
cording to our own Account, a Drawback upon Home Manufacturers, equal 
to all the Difference mentioned in their Favour, by what Duty there was 
then on Wool exported —— We anſwer ; not ſo, becauſe it was in thoſe ö 
Times, and long after, the ill-judged Policy of all other Nations likewiſe, to load 
their own Manufactures in the Jame, or a heavier Manner: So that the 
Cuſtom on Wool exported was at this Tithe, a clear Benefit to Home 
Manufacturers. * 
22. So then we ſee, how in Support of a Monopoliſh Meaſure, fince then 
adepted, Hiſtory bath been falſified egregiouſly ; for that the Policy of pRo- 
' HIBITING ABSOLUTELY THE EXPORTATION of Woot, had no Share, ei- 
ther in ruining at this Time, ſo far as that was done, the Woolen Manu- 
facturies of the Low Countries, or in raiſing thoſe of England“ to the 

| | Pitch 


Neither did J/oolen Manufafturies of the Netherlands prevent, as we have ſeen, their Growth 

in England; nor had the latter any Part in ruining the former. There was Jl enough in the 

Univerſe, not only for the Fabrics of both, but of other Countries alſo. The Englih, acting then 

upon a freeer Plan, than fince, they have done, notwithſtanding they exported ſome of their own 

Wil, did import of like Quality from o Poland and Germany g; which though in all Probability o Ch. 36.8. 2. 
an advantageous Barter for Cloth, &c. has not been the Exchange, ſince their purſuing Vote. 


tho' great Manufacturers of Wool, yet conſidering themſelves as Merchants 4 the World (for $. 6. 

which their Situation was moſt proper) admitted Molen Goods, on certain Terms, from all 
Countries, with whom they were in Amity; and in 1511, had as much of them from 4 FRANCE, Chap. 39. 
as from England and Scotland put together. Vet do ſeveral tell us, that the wr Moolen §. 13. Nals 
Trade aroſe merely from the Ruins of that Manufacture in Flanders, and that in France twas | 

hrſt erected by Mr. Colbert, in virtue of the owling Trade from England, many Years later; not 68 
conſidering, that even in 1 568, certain French Refugees introduced in England Fabrics of THIN a a 
Wool STUFFS, the Faſhion of their Country; and not only before, but after, the r French , Chap. 191 
Policy of prohibiting in Effect foreign Drapery, Ex LAND ALONE was reckoned to import 8 41 »” r 
rom FRANCE, Serges, to the yearly , Value of oN E HUNDRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND? _ 


vant 


FounDs, More than that, before the Dutch and Engliſh made themſelves Maſters of the Le. Ar wg Ty 
8 2 | | 


| Pure narrow Meaſures in prohibiting abſolutely the Exportation of their own, The FLEMINGs,, Chap. 120. 
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Pitch they now were at ; and which we make no Difficulty of thinking was 
the higheſt which they did artain in ENGLAND, before the Rxvorurix. 4. 
keaft, there is no Evidence to the contrary : Nor will it appear improbable 
upon a Co mpariſon of this and the two foregoing Reigns with the four fucceeding 
ones, | | 


vant Trade for CLoTHs and STUFFS, thoſe Countries had been ſupplied therew; 
t Chap. 94. Penetians and FRENCH. *t pp erewith by the 


$. 29. But if, conſidering what large Supplies of Mol from England, had heretofore confeſſ 


Ch. 10. mandy u, and alſo to Genoa, Venice, Tuſcany, Lombardy, Florence, and Catalonia * a Province of 

x Ch 8 '5* SPAIN; in WHICH K1NGDOM (moreover, that always did produce the very beſt Cloth Huli, 

12 of. * beſides an immenſe Quantity of others, called common or y ordinary, was anciently, almoſt, 
. * 7 


4 Chap. 179. ſtances F made an Opening to other manufacturing Countries, both for e 
15 . 1 & 1. , And the Netherlanders being an induſtrious People, already expert, both Matern, and Mer- 
Nats a> chants; THEY, as Provinces to Spain, would naturally be the firſt to take what Advantaze was 

; to be had in this Way from that Kingdom yu as, for the like Reaſon afterwards, did the 


Chap. 191. For, it will be obſerved, © France, and England, did not begin to acquire the making of fre 
838. 39,42, Claths from Spaniſh Wocl, till about an hundred Years later than this Time, of which we 
c. 


§. 15. faclures, of 0UR owN, though not much, if any Thing, in the Article of fine Cizths, from Ha- 
niſb Wool, till about the ſame Time that the FRENC H ALso fell into that particular Mauufuclure: 

4 and which was about the Middle, or rather towards the latter End of the /eve teenth Century. 
Chap. 177. Till then, from the Union ofthe ſeven Provinces, Holand, Harburgh and Places f adjacent, 


CHAP. 
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. HE Reign of King James, like many preceding ones, began with 

1 a Subſidy to him for Life, of Tonnage and Poundage, Jools ex- 
ported *, Mad; as: 8 {44:62 en e 3% 
2. A Peace ſoon followed with Spain; and a Treaty of Commerce h 5% 


* 
0 1 
* 150 


21 17 


and to Taly, was granted by the King to certain Merchants“; which the * 5. 3. 
Parliament diſapproving, twas revoked, as tending to abate the Price of 
Woot, &c. "om! MON Hrs TELL 


z. There was alſo a Treaty of Commerce between England and France a. 5. 4. 
Incloſures were multiplied . Nor did it appear, for the firſt eight Years „f. 3. 
of this Reign ?, but that Trade was upon the whole, in a proſperous State. $. 7. Note. 
Exports from Chriſtmas 1612, to Chriſtmas 1613, were £ 2487435 75. 10d, _ 70 
And the Nation received a Balance of — 14 346283 175,109. A 
Which, though the beſt Account we ſhall find in this Period, can- 


o 


not be thought to have exceeded, either that of Camden a in 1564: or of 3 Cb. 26.8 r: 
Wheeler * in 1601, on *Ch.25.9.5. 
f N. B. The Woolen Manufacture in England being much older than the Art & printing 
there; and that Art having been long practiſed, before it came into common Uſe on all Subjects: 
Therefore Memoirs of Wool have been thus far collected neceſlarily, much more from S. atute 
Books and other authent.c Records, than from occaſional Tracts; which making the greater 
Part of what follows, they are more difficult to be brought within the Ptan of this Breviats; as | 
being a Complication of Hiſtory and Argument—The Hiftory (beginning generally from Ed- 1 # 
ward III. or ending with Queen Elizabeth) a LsE,—the Argument (already — moſtly, 
fuch Conctufrons, as are natural to Premiſes noT TRUE; and both, repeated many Times over, 
by one Writer after another; like a large Gang of Pack-Horſes treading the fame Steps in one 
ng dirty Road. ane er N GOING 08 wi | 38961 tris ward 
To avoid then as much as may be a nauſeous Tautology, we ſhall forbear all further 
Confuration of ſuch Hiftory ; that being needleſs, after what hath here gone before; and treating 
ma like Manner the Arguments found common to many, ſhall give more diſtinctly choſe that are 
- Proper to ſeveral, together with the As in their Order of Lime, that thereupon enſued; and 
the Occurrences or Fruits they produced; adopting always for Hiſtory, in going along, what hath: \ 
the Sanction of Evidence; and accounting to be ſuch; Facts ſo repreſented, that there is Renſon 


to — our Authors could neither be deceived themſelves, nor think of impoſing upon the 
d C. | 


of - 
4 Xt 


5. And 


39z ' MEMOIRS or WOGL, &« Chap. 191, 


r Ch. 28. 4+ And indeed by a Tract * publiſhed ſoon after this, it ſeems 28 is 
through Fraud in Makers, and Neglect of Officers appointed to be a Check 
upon them (who regarding Fees only, made a fine Cure of their Duty) the 
Woolen Manufacture of England was in ſome Diſgrace abroad, and the 
Trade conſequently impaired. 708 | 

Chap. 29. 5. However, in 1614, the Eaſt India Company, though then but newly 
eſtabliſhed, appears to have carried out, moſtly broad Cloths dyed and dreſſed, 

t Chap. 30. to the Value of { 14,000, And the Turkey : Company, which was of a 

9. 5. longer Standing, by above twenty Years, exported much more conſidera- 
bly in the ſame Way; alſo the Eaſtland Merchants, and ſome others. 

6. But the M M Adventurers were till far the greateſt Traders in 

u Chap. 26. Woolens x. And in regard a Statute had paſſed (27 Henry VIII.) prohi- 

$ 27. biting the Exportation of white Cloths undreſſed, above the Value of / 4; 

| which was found in Time to be no Benefit, but a Prejudice : Therefore, 
inſtead of that Statute being repealed, Queen Elizabeth granted to the 

x Chap. 30. M M Adventurers a Patent (with a non ob/tante x to it) for the ſole export- 

$$; 7 ing of them. By which the Vent of Cloth was ſaid to be much increaſed, 
to the public Benefit, and their particular Emolument. 

7. Alderman Cockayne, with ſome other rich Citizens of London, mak- 
ing a ſpecious Handle of this, by reckoning up what an additional public 
Advantage it might have been, if the ſame Number of Cloths, fo exported 

y Chap. 30. white and rough, by MM Adventurers, had been firſt dyed and” areſed; 

§. 52 6. and withal plying properly the Treaſurer and other great Officers of State, 

Things were ſo far brought to bear, that the King accepting an Invitation 

„Chap. 31. to dine with Cockayne, knighted * him; and ſeizing into his Hands the 

d. 2. Note. M M Adventurers Patent (which was too much of a Monopoly) granted 
to the ſaid Alderman and others (what was much more ſo) a Patent for 
the ſole dying and dreſſing of ALL Cloths. 

8. In Conſequence of this, the Dutch, who, as more expert Dyers and 
Dreſſers, had been uſed principally to receive EnGL1s# Crorus white and 
rough, prohibited abſolutely the Importation from England of any dyed 
and dreſſed Cloths, Thus a Stop was put for a Time, both to the Trade 
and Manufacture; although a principal Argument urged for 7015 Policy, 
had been, that * the Dutch could not diſpenſe with the Want of Eg 


* 
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*The Limits of their Charter excluſive * to all the Towns and Ports lying between the 
- Chap, 25» Rivers of Somme a in France, and the Scawe in the German Sea. ; 


he | « Cloth, 
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« Cloth, in whatever Shape it ſhould pleaſe the Nation to let them have it.” 
Moreover that Materials for Woolen Manufactures were ſuch as other 
« Nations neither bad, nor could want, but MusT be furniſhed from Eng- 
« /and,” But the former was zow by woful Experience found to be falſe; 
and the latter, by an Engliſb Cloth Merchant, at the ſame Time, e publicly v Ch 34.4. x: 
exploded for a fooliſh Conceit, equally void of Truth. | | 
9. As this Procedure occaſioned much Clamor: So in the Reſult, A- 
derman Cockayne's Patent was revoked, and that of the M M Adventurers 

reſtored in 1617. But the Miſchief did not end ſo. The States Gene- 

ral, and Princes of Germany, reſenting this Attempt, not only baniſhed 

all CLoTH of ENGLAND dyed in the Cloth (which Proſcription the for- 

mer would never revoke) but proceeded” further againſt other Species 

of Engliſh Woolens: In Holland particularly, to a great Impoſition, viz. 

upon a Pack Cloth, nine Guilders, a long Clotb, eighteen, upon a fine © Cloth © Chap. 32. 
twenty four Guilders; which was eighteen, thirty-ſix, and forty eight Shil- + 74 Nett. 
lings, Engliſh Money. | 

10. The Stagnation of Trade, by means of Cockayne's Patent; thoſe 
Impoſitions in Holland. The fraudulent Practices of Manifacturers at Home, 

with ſome oppreſſive arbitrary Proceedings of M M Adventurers in their 
corporate Capacity, furniſh out the Complaints and Diſputes of the remain- 

ing Part of this Reign; when confeſſedly Trade was upon the Wane; and 

Mall fallen, ſince that memorable Project of the Alderman and bis Afſo- 

ciates, from THIRTY-THREE to under TWENTY SHILLINGS a Tod. 

Exports from Chriſtmas 1621 à to Chriſtmas 1622, were L 2320430 125. Iod. 4 Chap. 34. 
And the Nation under a Contrabalance of L 298878 ys. 24 $% © 
11, And becauſe exporting of Wool was made to bear a Part of the 

Blame: Therefore, in this Year, ( July 20, 1622) the King iſſued a 
Proclamation, forbidding, Wool, Fullers Earth, &c. to be exported; but 

under ſuch Circumſtances, that there is Reaſon to believe 'twas done for a 

very different Purpoſe, than to prevent it. « Chap. 3% 
12. Allo the M M Adventurers having with too much ' Reaſon made 33 
themſelves obnoxious: In the 22d of this Reign, after ſolemn Debates, Na . . 
paſſed two Refolutions * of the Commons, in Diminution of their Power . 
and by which, Trade in Moolens was ſomewhat more laid open; yet with- © wag * 
out attacking their Patent for exporting white and undreſſed Cloths. But as 


a Monopoly in one ſingle Article, conſiderable as it was, did not content 
them: 


ed 


__ MEMOIRS or WOOL, &. Chap. 191, 
them: So the Ground they loſt by thoſe t Votes abovementioned 5 

8 Chap. 36. thought! 6 | IR OY 
ght it worth while, and found means accordingly, to purchaſe : again, 

ten Years after, from King Charles I. 750 
13. IN THE pIRST FIFTEEN YEARS or WHOSE REIGN, or rather, after 
1625. Peace in 1629 and 1630 with the French and Spaniards; and becauſe War 
had broke out afreſh between thoſe latter and the Dutch (who during a Truce 
> Chap. 93. of twelve n Years had hugely ſwelled their Commerce) there is Reaſon to 
ts 1 believe the Trade of England flouriſhed in a good Degree—All Things 
35 having thereto conſpired i; except that Archbiſhop Laud impoſing too ri. 
gorouſly his Injunctions of Conformity on the Deſcendants of foreign 
I Proteſtants who had took Refuge in the Kingdom, fince Edward VI., ma- 
8 3. ny Families * (Thouſands) were frighted out of Norfolk and Suffolk into 
New England; and ſeveral (Manufacturers) went to Holland; by which, 
the Manufactures of thoſe two Counties, and Trade for them to Hamburg, 

from the Port of Ipſwich, was conſiderably leſſened. 
Chap. 36. 14. During a long, ſad, Interim | of Parliaments, Pxocł Au Arioxs being 
* made to ſerve the Purpoſes, not only of Government, but of Supplies too, 
they were in courſe calculated for Monopolzes, The Ez/tland Company, by 
m f. 2. Note, ONE ®, ingroſſed the bringing in of——PoLonia Woors, a Trade that 
hath long ſince ceaſed, in Conſequence of Engliſh Wool! being artificially 
* $. 3. Note. rendered ſo much cheaper—ANoTHER , in Words, prohibited Mosi, &c. 
to be exported ; but in fact, was deſigned to raiſe Money for doing the 


. 4. Note, fame by Licences A THIRD ®, to reſtrain the Exportation of Wools, &c. 


P $. 7. Note. i. e. without Licence Ac Alx, 2 to vacate all former Licences, and put the 
Exporters under a Neceſſity of purchaſing new ones. 

15. In ſhort, the King having not ſo much as Tonnage and Poundage, nor any 
Aid of Parliament, he thought himſelf juſtifiable, according to his own high 
Notions of the regal Authority in having Recourſe to theſe and the like ex- 
traordinary Methods of raiſing Money for his Occafions : Of which the M M 
Adventurers taking Advantage, purchaſed again, as before obſerved, that ex- 
cluſrve Right of Trade in WooLEN CLoThs #0 GERMANY and th: Low CouN- 

„Chap. 36. TRIES 4, Which the Commons, ten Years before, had taken from them. 
b mw 16. At length *, the King being drove by great Neceſlity, to the cal- 
Chap. 4 ling of a Parliament, and to a Redreſs of Grievances , in which Mono- 
8 polies bore their Sharet, twas thought fit to grant him, as had been given 
5 3 4. to his Father, the Subſidy of Tonnage, Poundage, * Woors, Fc. ſo * 
0 


cte., 


Chap. 191 A SHORTER HISTORY. 329 
Wool now good upon the ſame free Fong, as in the Time of Queen | 
Elizabeth, without any other Reſtraint from Exportation, than that of ' 

Duty, And in the Month of Auguſt, this Year, Sir Jobn Brownlowe of Bel- 

ton in Lincolnſhire, fold three Years Mool, of that Place, and Rippingale, in 

the ſame County, at 245. per Tod, to a Baytmaler of Colcheſter. | 

17. ENGLAND had at this = Time the Spaniſh Trade, excluſive of the x 2641. 
Dutch v; alſo a good Vent for Crorns in Muſcovy and Turkey* ; yet was 7 Chap. 38. 
the Decay of Trade much a general Topic of Complaint * Particular $. 1. 
Grievances inſiſted on, were the King's Cuſtoms, Impoſitions at foreign os 
Markets, Woolen ManufaSuries ABROAD *, and ill-making aT Home; , 

for which, odd as the Remedy may ſeem, 'twas at once propoſed e, for a ſa- WOES 


lutary Meaſure, to KEEP THE WOOL MORE AT HoME, AND To * LESSEN : . 12, 13 
THE EXPORTATION or CLOTH. 


18. The long Parliament paſſed an Ordinance for a Subſidy to their own 


to* King James, in the firſt of his Reign. Two Years after, in Confide- $- 1+ 
ration of a large Loan from the M M Adventurers, they confirmed to them 


all their excluſive f Privileges. FL's 
19. In 1647, Wool being at a higher Price than common, 'twas by an 


rial for their Uſe-—But though a great Rot in the following Year, made the $ w_ 
Quantity fill leſs : Yet within a few Months after, the French King having > 4 


de imported to any Part of the Nation ;” while upon a Queſtion being put 

whether the Linen of that Kingdom ſhould kkewiſe be probibited, it was reſolved 

in the Negative, © in regard of the general neceſſary Uſe thereof” So that 

though Linen was wanted, there was plainly no real Scarcity of WooL—Con- 

ſequently the Reaſon alledged for prohibiting its Exportation ' was not literally i Ss Ch. 0 

true. And, therefore, although the Legi/lature of that Time, had laid an Em- 5. 16. 

bargo on Wool, yet after the Examples of King James, and King Charles, 

was it ſuffered to paſs abroad by ® L1CENCESs. Chap. 41. 
20. At the Death of King Charles a, this is ſaid to have been the State $ 11. 

of EN:LAND, viz. That during the civil Wars, they had not been able to 8 

ſupply the Sound with Woor Ene ſo fully as aforetime; by which Means, 

Vor II. Tt the * 


w— — — * 35333 — —— *r r en 2E 
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Uſe, of Tonnage, Poundage, Wools exported, &c. the ſame that was given. Chap. 39. 
Ordinance prohibited : to be exported, under Pain of Confiſcation. The s Chap. . 
Pretence was, that Manufacturers had not a ſu ficient Supply b of that Mate- 14 56. 


probibited all Trade with England, the Parliament in return, paſſed an * Act « Chap. 40. 
(among other Things) © That no Wool of the Growth of France ſhould 9. 17, 12, 13: 
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330 | MEMOIRS or WOOL, &. Chap. 197 
q 39: the » Dutch Lane to be let into a Part of that Trade; and the Pole and 
81 Silellans, making a Virtue of Neceſſity, ſet up Woolen - ManufaBturies for 
FL © their own Uſe :, with THEIR O. W Woor. ht grob Wh 
4 Chap. 30. 21, The Dutch having made a firm Peace with Spain in 16484, upon 
K. 8. the Foot of free States, THEY had a full Trade thither, wits fine Chrts 
| eſpecially, their own Manufacture: and rok the Material of them, Sp ANIS 
At +7 177- Woot: Wherefore certain ENGL 181 ſeeing this with their uſual all graſping 
Chap. 39. Eye, conceived a: Scheme to diſconcert them, by ingraſing Trost' Woors into 
$- 10. Note, THEIR own HAanDs— A chimerical Praject ! but which ſucceeding, would 
have bad more Senſe in it than ſome other monopliſh Tmaginations, altbough 
the Engliſh did not yet underſtand how to uſe Th% WooLs in the beſt Man- 

ner. (See F. 24. 38, 39.) | | 
t 1652, 22. About the ſame Time, it was repreſented, that by Reaſon of the 
» Glo 6 bigh Duties on Flemiſh Linens , all Engliſh Cloths, and other Moolen Grods, 
$. 9. Nete. were lately prohibited there“. Soon after, the Government received Ad. 
x Chap. 40. vice of a prodigious Woolen Manufactory at Frawftad *, and Liſa in the up. 
P. S. per Parts of Poland, towards the Borders of Sileſia: Of Two nuxbRrp 
AND TWENTY THOUSAND CLoTHs there made YEARLY, beſides the ſame 
and other Woolen Goods at, and in the Neighbourhood of Dantzick: of 
great Supplies of Woo! which Helland received from thoſe Countries con- 
ſtantly and continually: Of the Duke of Bradenburgh having beſpoke 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND ELLs of SILESIA CLoTH at Koning ſburgh, for 
his Troops, heretofore ſupplied with "EnGL1sw CLoTn, now diſeſteemed, 
| becauſe not well looked to; the Spinning and Making being both accounted 
very bad: It was alſo fignified from the Hague, by the Eng/i/h Mrmuſter 
there, to the Preſident of the Council at y London, that Quantities of EAN 

Wool were imported to Holland. | 

23. And indeed, as the greater Part of the Manzfacturers and Merchants, who 
to avoid the Duke D' Alva's Perſecution, and the Yoke of Spain, /eft Brabant 


y Chap. 42. 


„With a View, it was apprehended, of ſubjecting the ſame again to @ Duty, under the Name 
of Lycent ; which had been formerly taken there, but after ſome Time remitted. And indeed 
PrRoBH1RI1TIONS formerly, for the meft part, every where, ſignified nothing more than a Duty or 
Compoſition for importing or exporting by Licence ſrom the Government, what on other Ter ms, 
with the View of raifing Money, was forbidden under higher Penalties of Contiſcation, Fine, Im- 
priſonment, one or all of them In which Light are to be confidered the ſeveral Evgliſh Pro- 
hibitions hitherto, on Wool. 1. By Statute, Edward III. 2. By Proclamation of King James. 
3. Of King Charles. 4. By Ordinance of Parliament, ſo called, 1647. | 


and 


tf Ae. FLOOW jv eHAIOMAH | | 

Chap. NW... A. SHORTER. HISTORY. 33 

and Flandere, bud, as.it wvas, very natural for them. 20 do, took up their, Re- 

with the ſeven Provinces (united to preſerve their Liberties) and chiefly. 

inthe Province of, Holland: So tis no Wonder that the Dutch, who had im- 

' memorially been converſant\in the Buſineſi, and in the Beginning of the roux - 
rEEV ra Century, lud, like England, received into their Protection, Workmen . 
Ghent, * Bruges, &c. were now, by this laſt Reinforcement, very ſoon in 25 5198 
Capacity of carrying on a vigorous Trade in Woolen Manufacture — Tuxy 7. | 1 
having then the ſame Means of doing it, which the oruRRS had before . » Chap. 190. | 


As to the MANUFACTURIES mentioned, of. Poland, and Sileſia, fo far as then 3 

new; even thoſe were an Effect from the ſame Cauſe — Tux Y had WOOL. 

ENOUGH AND TO spARE; and by entertaining ſome of the ſugitive Artificers, . 

had probably (the former certainly) * but inlarged what they had before ; FE 1 | 
while the Engliſh, through à real or affected Ignorance, treated every fo- | 
reign Woolen Manufactury they heard of by any Means, as an abſolute No- | 
velty, and Robbery upon themſelyes, a Violence offered to TEM by THEIR, 2 1 
own. WeaPons, ExGLIsH Woor, and Fulltrs EARTH; reading ot | 
induſtriouſly a Conceit, that without the latter, and a Mixture at leaft- of the | 
former, there" cou mes be a Piece * Cloth made IN THE WHOLE Warr 


Thus | 
24. An Engl 5 Writer ,, under the Title of THE GOLDEN N 1656. 5 | 
held it for a Truth, that England had been in the fole Poſſſon of the clorn- 


ins TRADE, for above THREE HUNDRED YEARS ©; and becauſe the Engliſh « Chap. 41. 4 
bad not then arrived to the making of the y Ixxs r CLoTns of SyAN ISH Woo. 3 5 | 
intireiy, only what were called Half, and Quarter, Spaniſh, 7. e. with à pro- „„ ; 
portionable Mixture of that Wool; by which it could not be concealed in Eng- : 
land, that Wools of Spain ere of ons Uſe and Value; therefore a Notion was | 
was advanced by him, that THREE, neither alone, nor mixed with any other 6. 4. 

* than Engliſh e, could be wrought into CLoTa;” grafting the ſame upon Chap. 12. 
a fooliſh Tradition © that the SpANTIAR DS had originally their Breed of $0 
Sheep from ENGLAND”= All this, to make Way for what took Place upon PD, v4 


| ARLES, 
the Reſtoration f, VIZ, II. reftored,. 


25. Ax ACT of PARLIAMENT PROHIBITING ABSOLUTELY THE: Er- „e 42. 


PRTATLION OF H Woot, &c, The firſt L. the Kind ®, N * ws ſeriauy k Cn: 5. H. $- 


Note. 


* Before the EngliG Trade to 4 Myr wa hah under Phip 20d Mary, the gui 1 Ops 
were furniſhed with Cloth from the Countries of Polund i ; where Heel appears to have been a i Chap. 18. 
modity x, long before twas known in Britain. a 8. Note. 


T t 2 In. i Ch. 3. §. 19. ; 
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332 _ MEMOITR'S70) WOOD, c.“ Chap. 207. 
intended prevent it=—that could ht be diſpenſed with formally by Lieehces 
(| Von tbe executive Power; and tas only to be ſuperſeded by the ſame Authy. 
1 rity that gave it Being ! It will foon be ſeen wwhat were tbe firſt Fruits of Tuts 
_ Por icy — Onhy, fince Things are beſt illuſtrated ly Compariſon, it may be ab. 
| ferved, as no Accounts of Engliſh Exports, and Imports, have occurred, fun 
„ the firſl of KI G CuARLES fo the RESTORATION of KING CuAkTxs II. 
Þ So we can only form a Judgment in this Period, from the following Circum- 
1 Rances that have appeared; viz. 
| 26. No Complaint of Wool having been remarkably cheap, but the con- 
trary; eſpecially from 1647 to 1660. Since 1640, to this Time, the loweſt 
| I Chap. 37. Price mentioned, was TWENTY-FOUR SHILLINGS per Tod. And in 1651 
| 5 rage the medium Price of ordinary clothing Wool was 124. a Pound. And not- 
| F. 10. Note. withRlanding great Unhappineſs of the Times, in other Regards, for twenty 
| Years preceding the RESTORATION : Yet in 1653 'twas ſaid, The Trade 
| of the Kingdom had arrived at the higheſt Pitch it ever knew, as ap- 
| t peared by the great Sums then offered for the Cuſtoms: The Ricbes of 
H e the Nation ſhewed itſelf in the high Value that Land and all its native 
» Chap. 40. Commodities bore.” But behold, after the Reſtoration, almoſt an im- 
$ 22. Note. nediate Change, a very different Scene, as to theſe Particulars ! 
27. In 1662, certain Traders called Interlopers, charged the MM Ad. 
venturers, then beſt known by the Name of The Humburgb Company, (whole 
Charter had been lately renewed) with a e of Trade, from the 
that's Time of ſuch Renewal, in Conſequence of THEIR * monopolſh Power. 
| 6. 5,6 THEY, acknowledging the former (a Decay of Trade) denied only the 
| latter. 

28. Exports from 1662? to 1663, were no more than C 2022812 45 0d. 
The Contrabalance — — 1993207 195. 84d. 
Therefore followed an AcT, by which, it was made Felony to expor! Woel. 
This Penalty, though it remained to the Reign of King William, was not once 
executed. "O21 | | 

29. Frencn Fasnions prevailed much; and the Commodities of that 
Kingdom found a prodigious Vent; inſomuch that in 1663, twas com- 
puted, England paid to France a Balance of { 1600,000 os. od. 


? Chap. 4x 
§. 7. P. &. 


And by means of their Agents; for their Charter not only gave them an excluſive Tk 
bat allowed them to have Officers of their own in the Cu/tom-houſes, to ſee that they 17 by pr 
judiced in that Right, by thoſe, who were privileged to ſend the like /Yoolens to other Faris. 


The 


383 


Ghap. 40 A SHORTER HISTORY, 
The 'Exg/i/tuPraducey as well as. Menyfofure,. being. canſequently a 


of Reſtraint, to limit the bringing in of Cattle from Scotland and. Adreland, 8 
to a certain Seaſon of the Year, 2 4 
30. In 1664, Tbe Price of Wool was W "Bo yet to palljate this 
was publicly maintained by a Merchant of London, to be a NATIONAL N 45. 
BENEFIT *; for that Tux Wool EN TRADE had thereby increaſed, twice VOY 

as much: But as be did not offer any Vouchers for ſuch bis Aſſertion, ſo 'tis 

ta be preſumed be could not; indeed, the Reverſe is * mere likely, fron the 

IE; Circumſtances of the next Year, M ie er 

31. In 1665, Thomas Tilbam of Warwickſhire, wat upwards of. Two 158 46. 
THOUSAND Mx, went and ſet up a Wool , MANUFACTURY. in the“. 
Palatinate ; and one Skep of Hertfordſhire, with Many OTHERS, followed 
and joined them. | * 
32. With the Price of Wool and all other native Feats Renate eo 
land being greatly. fallen, an AR* paſſed, prohibiting, abſolutely. at all * Chap. 46. 
Times, the Importation. of Cattle from Ireland : Alſo an Act for burying in * 5 vn 

Molen. (See $. 61. Note.) | «LENS. 

23. Sir William. Godolphin, who had negotiated a 3 of 88 4 Chap. 4 4% 
with Spain, had been alſo inſtructed to treat for a Pre-emption and Mono- A 

poly of the Spaniſh Cloth Moolt; which be did not obtain; neither, ten Years 
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The Contrabalance was  — — 2132664 185, on. Ka. 


34. Tuus was Trade at an extreme low Ebb; according to Sir Jofrab 
Gilde, many Branches quite loſt; very little left, except to Turkey, Tealy, « Chap. 47. 


Spain and Portugal, and the Engliſh Plantations. FRANCE *, had laid an 5. 1 5. 


Impoſition of fifty or ſixty per Cent. on Engliſh Drapery; the Swedes and 
Danes taxed it almoſt to a Prohibition. To Turkey, Italy, Sf ain, P ortugal, 
the Dutch had a conſiderable Part of what was once, (as he ſuppoſed) the 
Engliſh Trade for Fine CLoTH; but not ſo much in the coarſe ;; becauſe 


* Tnamuch as it was a Means (be 2 ) to prevent OTHER Na Tions from making that 
own Clothing; who wanted neither ART nor MATERIALS for the Performance; but which 
they uſed or neglected, juſt as the Price of Engliſh Wiol roſe or fell in England — An Argument 
this, which needs no . r Comment, than that it differs greatly from fame that have gong before; 
7 from many that will follow after; although in one Reſpect, tis very much like tbe far greats/t 
Part if them, in that it requires @ mad er what no Man uſing his Reaſon, can thi u credible,, 


i | (faid 


Drug: An Aﬀ paſſed, intitled, for the * Encouragement of Trade. Yo p44. 


aſter ; when he thought the Conjuncture ſomewhat more * favourable. ; Aeg 177. 
In 1668-9, The whole Exports of England were { 2663274 198, od. ? 1 . 13. 
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_ - 334 | MEMOIRS or woorL, c. „ Chap. 191. 

| 5 (ſaid he) * the Wool of which they ace made, is OUR OWN ; and conſe. 
b Chap. 47- © quently cheaper to us than Tut DuTcn can ſteal it from 5. — 
$. 3 adding, that “ IT went over TaeN ſo plentifully, both from Exc. ay, ang 


© Chap. 48. IRELAND ©, as fo be within a ſmall Matter equally cheap in HoLLaxp, 43 
„i, England, 


REMARK. 


35. Beſides taking notice here, that the Act of Prohibition, far from having 
F Produced any national Gord, had not ſo much as prevented the exporting of 
. Wool, we defire to obſerve further, and argue a little upon what this great 
Man hath ſaid; becauſe though henceforward we have a Group of Writers upon 
OUR Subject; yet feu, if any, of equal Confideration. Middling coarſe Cloths 


| in ENGLAND, were made (he ſays) of common Engliſh Wool; he fine, we 
ſhould imagine from h m, were not. But in truth they were at this Time made, 
either of thoſe fine Wools which England produces in a very ſinal Quantity, 


or of them, mixed with the much finer of Spain. In the former, middling coarſe 
| - Cloths, /e Engliſh were very able to cope with the Dutch; but not altogether 
fo in the latter. Why in the former? Becauſe Wool was cheaper to them 
than to the Dutch let he adds © it went over then fo plentifully to Hol- 
* LAND, as to be within a ſmall Matter, equally cheap, THR, as in 

*« ENGLAND.” But why did it go over then fo plentifully, under the Riſks of 

Felony ; fince (whatſoever might be Sir Joſiah's Opinion at that Time) there 

was certainly no Want of Wool, eſpectally for middling coarſe Cloths, in 

many other, indeed moſt Parts of Europe, beſides Alia and Africa; and for 

which former, Amſterdam then was, and ſtill continues to be a principal Mart ? 

The Runnage, therefore, to Hol LAND of Engliſh Wool, for middling coarſe 

Cloths, could be only on Account of the higher Price there given for them; which 

yet was not higher than what other Wools of like Quality hore in the ſame 

Chap. 180. Place . This we may be aſſured of. The firſt Queſtion 155 how much higher 
F. 6. were thoſe Wools in Holland, than in England ? That Sir Joſiah did not ſay; 

; only it a was Difference which the Dutch could afford ; and ſo long as they could, 

the Temptation of it, to CLANDESTINE DEALERS, was ſuch, that #) 4 

„Chap. 48. Nature of * Trade, which is ever in cloſe Purſuit of Profit, THEY evould 
9. 3. not fail of conveying it to them. But ſecondly, why was it that the Dutch 
could afford that Difference which made the Temptation ? a 

| ir 


Chap. 191, A ,SHORR HISTORY. 335: 
Sir Joſiah' Opinion, intereſt of Money being too high it wanted to be H. 6. 
lowered : STRANGERS received and privileged with @ rULL TOLERA TION ' 

or LißERTVY or ConsCleENCE. All which baue been long fince done in @ 

good Meaſure ; and yet the Difference i remaining much as it was, hath all along * Fog 193. 
N nearly the ſame Effecti. The Dutch and others have been b continually = 15. 
ſtealing Wool from England, to uſe Sir Jofiah's Expreſſion ; which we think 9 ö. 

an improper one ; it being plainly the Engliſh, who for Profit ſteal it abroad ; 

and Foreigners are only Receivers of ſuch ſtolen Wools, at their own Mar- 

ket Price for other Wools of like Quality or Goodneſs—— So that Sir Jo- 

ah miſtook the true Cauſe of the Smugglers Profit, their Inducement ; which 

was preciſely this. An abſolute Prohibition on Wool from Exo Aup, being 

in effect a MonoPoLY, had brought it ſo far below the Market Price of 

EvRoPE for Wools of the ſame Kind, as to afford a Temptation to the il- 

licit Practice of Runnage——Yef the Dutch being furniſhed with all they 

uſed ( beides what they thus got from England) for middling coarſe Cloths, at 

juſt ſo much a dearer Rate, han the Engliſh Manufacturers were, by what 

the Smugglers Charge and Profit did amount to; and Engliſh Manufac- 

turers having that whole Difference in their Favour, were able to preſerve 

their Share of Trade in thoſe Kinds of CLoTu particularly, that were made 

in Holland, either of Engliſh, or wth other Wools of like Quality. 

36. We aſe then. all Perſons of Conſideration, whether a Duty on Engliſh 

Wool, if exported, might not have made the ſame Difference at leaſt, which 

the Prohibition then did? We aſt all Perfons who will reflect on what was the 

State of Things in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, whether a Duty had not then Chap. 190. 
that Effect at leaſt? And whether ſuch a Policy is not capable of operating $. 21 

alike at ALL TI ES. 

37. For here, let it be confidered; wu Ar ſome bad given out before this ; 

and innumerable Writers fince, have built upon, as the Ground and Founda- 

tion of an abſolute Prohibition; THAT Sir Joſiah did nat make any Part of 

bis Argument for the Expediency of ſuch a Meaſure. He did not ſpeak, or 

give the. leaſt —_y any peculiar Qualities in Engliſh Wool, for working 


long ſtudied, . although be was himſelf a great Advocate for the Prohibition. 8. + 
Undoubtedly be was not ignorant of this being alledged, be was likely, as any 
other. Perſon in the Kingdom, to baue informed himſelf well in that Particular; 


and ie or even N it, would not have Jpared an Argument * 
ſuch 


up * with foreign ; though writing profeſſediy upon the Sujet; which he had Chap. 33. 
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336 MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. Chap. 191 


Juch Confideration, But having not mentioned any Thing Ile it, trat plain 

no Part of bis Belief.— Moſt probably, knowing the contrary, be would nit 

fully his Writing with ſuch an abſurd, abominable Untruth ; as many others 

fince him, have done. | WON 

38. LasTLY, why did Tus DuTcn take ſo great a Share above Tur Exd- 

LISH, as Sir Joſiah hath intimated, in the Trade for fine Cloths, beyond what 

was done in the coarſe and middling Sort, ich fine Cloths, being made 

in both Nations, all or Part, * of rokei6N WooLs (Spaniſh) thoſe were 

purchaſed for both, it muſt be preſumed, at the ſame Price, or nearly ſo ?— 

We anſwer, though high Intereſt, &c. were uppermoſt in Sir Joſiah's 

Thoughts, yet was there another Cauſe to be aſſigned, of far greater Efficacy ; 

namely, Tus DuTcn were hitherto vaſily more expert in that Branch of Bu- 

fineſs, and indeed in the dying and dreſſing of Cloths in general, than was yet 

known in England. Of this ſome Symptoms have appeared in ſeveral foregoing 

! Chap. 30. Chapters | of theſe Memoirs. And it is tobe ſeen fully and expreſly in the next 

85 1 0 0 following Section. | 

m Chap. 49. 39. A. D. 1668, One Brewer m (whoſe Parents were ſaid to be Eng- 

3 liſh) with about fifty Walloons, who wRouGHT AND DYED FINE WoorEx 

CLor xs, came into England. And the King, after the Example of two of his 

wiſeſt and moſt renowned Predeceſſors, entertained them; by whom the 

Engliſh were inſtructed to MAKE AND DYE FINE WOOLEN CLOTHS, CHEAPER 

BY FORTY per Cent. than they couLD Do BEFORE ; not only to the Be- 

nefit of the Engliſh at Home, but in foreign Vent abroad; wulch x- 
FORE, THE DUTCH Þ HAD. 


Chap. 42. 30. From 


* Though the Dutch at this Time, made ſome Cloths with only a Mixture of Spaniſh Worl, 
Ch as the Engliſb did; yet a great Share of THEIR fine Cloths were intirely o Spaniſh; which ſeems 
: * not to have been a Munufaclure in ENGLAND hitherto; at leaſt we may believe it was not, ten 
8 C ode. Years before; becauſe then inſiſted upon in print p, that ** Spanis84 Woot ALONE WOULD 
p Chap. 41. % wor BE WROUGHT INTo CLoTH” But probably between that Time and this, there 

* had been ſome Attempts towards it, in Emulation to the Dutch, but wherein the Engliſh came 

ſhort of them, by a Difference of 40 per Cent. (See y. 39. Nete.) 

+ Here poſſibly will be aſked a Reaſon why the Enghſh, fo long as they had been, and fo 
much, addicted to Molin Manufatture, had not profited by the Revolution in Franders, in this 
Particular, as it did in many others? And why not as well as the Dutch? This admits of a clear 

Chan. a2. and plain Anſwer from Mr. Huet a, who fays, "twas owing to the municipal Laws of England, 
4-MaPÞ- 92. and its Uſages towards Strangers; who beſides being doubly rated at the Cuflom-houſe, were ex- 
5. 9+ 10, 17, cluded from all Companies or Fraternities of Trade; and were not allowed to work, either as 
ue Maſters or Partners; unleſs at ſuch as the Natives were unacquainted with: So that none of 0 

Flemiſh Maſter fine Cloth Workers (theirs being a Myſtery, though very much ſuperior to Cl. 


working, then, in England, yet not accounted new) went thither; only ſuch as wrou dhe 
9 


—— 


2 


| Chip. 19 ABHORTE R Hf9 PORY 33 
40. From the Reign of -King*Fames, the Durch had been principal 
Objects of Engliſh Raillery, as their Rivals in Trade, and about the Ar- 
ticle of Wool. eſpecially ; which, if at all, was held better to be exported 
any where, than to the * Netherlands. And fince the Refloration particu- * Chap. 47. 
larly, to 1670, it had been much more a Faſhion, to arraign that Republic, n 
than the French Monarch, who then, and not ſooner, began to be accuſed 

of exerciſing towards England, a real Oppreſſion. The Matter was thus. 

41. Duties in France, on' Enghſh (and all other foreign Cloths were taxed 

there, in like Manner) had been raiſed in 1654, from nine to thirty Livres: 

In 1664, to forty: And in 1667 , to about eighty Livres; other Woolen » Chap. 66. 
Goods, in Proportion; which laſt being about fifty per Cent. amounted to 2923. 
Prohibition. This the French King did, to encourage the Woolen Manu- 

facturies of his own Kingdom to make his People prefer them, for their 
comparative e Cheapneſs. Moreover, be and bis Miniſters had entertained Chap. 94. 
a Project for ſelling Commodities to their Neighbours, without buying * 4 
any in Return; conſequently, for Money only. To this End, and to quit 
themſelves intirely of foreign Aſſiſtance, were ſet up in France, an Eaſt 

India, and other trading Companies, to the Levant, North, &c. Alſo Ma- 
nufafturies of FINE CLOTH, WITH SPANISH Wool ONLY; giving be- Chap. 46. 
fides, all poſſible Encouragement to every Kind of Woolen Fabric, and all 93 

other Mani facturies. i 

And though the Duren were betimes wiſe enough for their Part, to 

traverſe * effeCtually theſe Policies of FRANCE ; yet was not that done ſo e Chap. 94. 


which they affected to wear very much, and befides other Commodities f Chap. 51. 


to an immenſe Sum, in one Species of Moolen Manufacture, viz. SERGEsS 85. 53 6.3. 
made at Chalons, Chartres, Amiens, * &c. to the yearly Value of one HUN. s Chap. 44. 


DRED AND FIFTY THOUSAND Pouxps; nearly, if not fully as much, ac- $- 6. 


in any one Year, EVER did amount to. $. 4+ Note, 


Serge, Damasks, Stockings, &c. nor for the ſame Reaſon, to any of the Hanſe Towns, By which 

means, as one principal Cauſe, the greateſt Share of that vaſt and profitable Trade which was 

loſt to Aniwerp, centered neceſſarily in Halland, and particularly at Anſterdam and Leyden. For 

here, conſider, if none of thoſe fine Cleth-makers could be admitted in England, as Mefters, or 

= Partners, there was little or nothing to be expected from Underworkers or Fourneymen, who 
OY no more than each their Part ; there would be wanting 2 as og 1 nay 1 

U MIGHTY W Undertaking in this nice/t i and moſt diffi ranch e 

Feds Mau, HOLE of an Under! & Mo ft 10 of N , of L Chap. 71. 
9. 


Vor, II. U u Ad REMARK. 


immediately by the Engliſb, who received from thence, beſides Druggets, 5, 2 9 97 2, 


cording to the Britiſh > Merchant, as Engliſh Drapery exported to FRANCE x Chap. 103. 
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REMARK. R 
* 42. Sucu then having been the Commerce before this time k, for Woolens, 
between England and France; namely, to pay for thoſe of the latter, Exc. 
1 LAND imported thither, Cloth, Flannel, Sc. of but the like, if nat 4 le 
r 26, Value: How different is this State of Things, from that moſt commonly given? 
And what fo oui Remedy bad the Englith, as to haue taxed equally to a 
Prohibition, Tus WooLens af leaſt of France? Which, bowever, was mt 
done, nar any Thing elſe by way of Repriſal, till ELEwwaN YEARS after. No 
Wander, therefore, if during that Periad (we receiving theirs: they excludin g 
aur Draperies) there was an extraordinary Cheapneſs. at Home, Demand for, 
and in Courſe, Runnage of Ex6Lisx Wool, to FRANCE, * particularly, le- 
fides what went to HoLLAND, for the Reaſons already given: Yer, as this Mat- 
ter like moſt others under the fame Head, hath been grievouſly m ſrepreſented ; 
So it may not be an improper Digreſſion here (for what relates to France) ts 
et the Affair in a juſt Light. 

43- 'Tis commonly ſaid, that France being hitherto umaddicted ta Woolen 
Manufacture, and equally defiitute of Skill and Materials for the Wark, 
Monſieur Colbert now F1RsT formed the Project of being ſupplied with zo ru, 
from England; and ſucceeded accordingly, BY THOSE Mx Ans Alone. This, 
we ſay, is the common Account, and common Belief z whereas, but very little 

of it comparatively, is true. 4 
44. There is Reaſon to believe THE Wooln Manufacture not leſs ancient in 
m Chap. 92. FRANCE, than in ENGLAND. Mr. Huet ſays ® that it, and the Linen Trade, 
firſt began in France, about the Year 960. Mr. Savary mentions ad Tra- 
dition, of certain Cloth workers at Paris, having fir/t taught the Englith ther 
Art: I pofitive they have Statutes in France, on that Head, from the Year 
8 8 1188 - 1511. the French ſent into the Low Countries CLOTH, 4 an 
» Chap. 39. equal Value, with what was ſold thither from both England and Scotland ? put 
1 3 * together——— And (as remarked before *) a Flight of French Refugees, in 
$. 22 Note. the Reign of Queen Elizabeth brought to England their Art of mating 
Woolen Stuffs And before the Dutch and Engliſh gained the Levant 


K. 5- 
Chap. 157. 
§. 1. 


5 See ; | : 
Chap. 184. N. B. Hence aroſe what is called the Owling Trade *imputed commonly, though very , 
F. 20, Note. norantly, to the © indefatigable Endeavours, and profound Policy of * Mr. Colbert,” but in truth 
„Chap. 184. owing to egregious Engliſh Folly, or worle. 

§. 19. | Trade 
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Trade in Woolens, Tus Fazncn and VEneTiANe had jt——Before the A 


Wool. Aud the ene! State at this Time, of Holland, England, and + 75 Nee. 
France rifpettiwely, in Woolkn Manufacture, wes, as follows; The former 
zul the Vogue for sem Crorus, or SrANH Woot: England traded 
largely in middling, and coarſer, Kerſeys, Serges, Bays, Says, and many other 
Species of what war then called the new Drapery, befides Stockins: FRANCE, 
a7 ſaid by u French Writer, in 1664, (Pupil to Mr. Colbert) whom Mr. 
Joſhua Gee quotes, furniſhed STUFFS fo ALL EvRoPE, 

45. What then, beyond @ general Attention tv Fabrics of every Kind, do 
we perc2rve to have been the principal Object of FRENCH POLICY at this 
Janture, in regard” to Wooken Manufacture. That, of makirig the fineſt 
Cloths, for their own Uſe, in order to fave ſo much Money in the Ba- 
lance of THEIR "TRADE, as they had been wont to expend with Tus 

Durch and SPANIARDS, in that ſingle, coſtly Article. 

46. The Material, Woot, rox THis Purxpost; ſo far 4s wanted in 

France, they were under 4 Neceſfity of getting from Spaix: The ART they 

could learn bet from Holland; certainly not from England; where it was 

then (ſee F. 39. Note) but in à very infant State; unarri ved to that Perfec- | 

tion which it attained before the End of the ſeventeenth Century, and in » Chap. 178. 
which they have, ſince that Time, both increaſed and improved. * 16. 

47. The French, after having fucceeded in this Attempt, ſet up in the 

next Place, or rather. we may ſay, revived, * their ManufaBturies proper for 

the Levant Trade. And laſtly, they erected Manufacturies of STUFFS, 

AFTER THE FASHION OH ENGLAND, for their COMMERCE WITH SPAIN 

In this Order are noted by Mr. Savary therr moſt memirable recent 
Improvements in Tue Wooten TRADE. viz. 

48. In 1646, Nicholas Cadeau, a Name of France, with John Binett, and 

Ives * of Marfeilles, had Letters Patents for twenty Years, for the ſole mak- * Chap. 155. 
mg of black and coloured Cloths at Sedan, LIKE THOSE or Hort an, oY 


| The Succeſs of which Manufactury exceeded all ExpeBation: The Wool 


9 5 


. 


It ſeems as if France, as well as Spain, had through ſome wrong Meaſures, loſt Ground 
and gone back in their Cloth and fame other I when Manufafturies, when Mr, Colbert being 
placed at the Head of thoſe Afﬀairs, undertook to reſtore them z which be did; and not with- 
out conſiderable Improvements. | N | 


Uu 2 Sieur 


Yar 1603, we at of Wooden Manufacture in Faance from * Spawſb * Cup. 12. 


they made uſe of, being ' SPANISH, or THE BETTER 7 SokTs——ln 1669, „Chap. 158. 


* *r 
. 
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| Sieur Vanrobais, a DuTcaMan, had alſo a Patent for making pix 

$ Fay 155: CLoTns at Abbeville in Picardy, after the Faſhion of Spaix, and Hor- 
| TE Mo LAND; his Workmen to be brought from the latter; bis Woor,, 


. THE BEST 
or SPAIN ONLY: And which ſucceeded, even beyond that of the Sieur Ca- 


| deau af Sedan * Towards the End of the ſeventeenth Century, and 
| NOT SOONER, he Sieur Maſſeau ſet up a ManufaQtury of Cloths, after the 
Faſhion of ExGLAND and HoLLanD, at Caen in Normandy, with Sp. 

NIsH Wool onNLY——The Sieur de Varennes having brought WoxKMkRV 

FROM HOLLAND, undertook to make CLorus for the Levant Trade, at Saptes 

Chap. 167. near Carcaſſone in Languedoc: TuIs MAnuFAcTuRY, called a royal one, 

§. 7. was the Model and the Mother of all the reſt of that Kind; in particular 

v b. 8. that of Clermont Lodeve, which followed ſoon after The Sieur“ Gai 

ſucceeded in the ſame Way, no leſs than thoſe beforementioned The States 

of Languedoc added two others; one, at Rieux, under the Conduct of Sieur 

Gurſe, a DUTCHMAN; the other, near Penzenas, er the Direction of 

FRENCH MANUFACTURERS — Thus far —— Names of Woxk- 

MEN that ſeem ENGL1sH; nor any Signs of ExqLisn Wool The 

laſt royal Manufactury in Languedoc, mentioned by Mr. Savary, is that of 

Mr. Chamberlin, who by bis Name, might poſſibly be an Engliſhman, or of 

*$.9. Engliſh Extraftion—HEe did not < make for tbe Levant: Only WOOLEN 

STUFFS, AFTER THE FASHION of ENGLAND, for the Spaniſh Trade— 

4 Chap. 184. Yet was it never ſo much as pretended, except by Mr. * Poſtlethwait, that any 

§. 24- Engliſh, or Iriſh Wool, was imported into Languedoc—0On the contrary, Wool 

employed there, is partly, of the Country; but à greater Part is brought from 

Chap. 167. Marſcilles* ; and that, imported, from Conſtantinople, Panorme, Smyrna, 

§. 3. Alexandria, Cyprus, Cavallo, Salonica, Tunis, Algier, Tetuan, Barbary, 

Bonne, Caſtile, Arragon, Majorca, Catalonia, Alicant, Almerie, Valence, 

Chap. 154 Carthagena and Malaga, Naples, Leghorn, Genoa f— Wr xc it 75 plain, 

that Spaniſh, and other Wools, May be uſed for the like Pur poſes, of STUFF- 
MAKING s, with the Engliſh and Iriſh—ConstqQuenTLY, and from the 
Whole of the Premiſes, NE ITHER did France DERIVE principally its WooLEN 
Manufacture and Trade, as to the ART or MATERIAL, j/rom England; 
Nor does that Nation DEPEND on the latter, for its Continuance ; however, 


* Chap. 140 
5. 1. 


k Ch * Tuks are the particular ManufaQuries, which Mr. Savary ſays n. are become the moſt 
PINE flouriſhing in Europe; and for which France was indebted to Mr. Colbert: Nor the Making of 


2. 
i Chap. 184. 
Y. 55 19, 20. 


Cloths and Stuffs in general, as according to Mr. Po/tethwait i, and ſeveral others. 


not, 
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in ſuch a Manner and to ſo great a Degree, at hath hem currently = 
eke far) near Century ; and Alx, with @ View, and for the Sake of | 

ing ou Meaſure; otberaviſe, for the moſt part, judged to be indefen- 

file, pt A euer . Viz. the ABSOLUTE PRonIBIT ION ON ENGLISH 
49. We crab airy that whereas in 166 5, Lewes Bezuel, and Nicho- | C if. 
las de la Coudre, began the Fabric of Serges, after the Faſhion of Lonpon, | 
at Aumale in Normandy, and bad a Patent for the ſame, upon the Report 
of Mr. CotBzRT : Mr. Savary does fay, that the beſt Wool for that parti- | | 1 
cular Purpoſe, is Engliſh, viz. the longeſt for Warp; the ſhorteſt for Woof 9 
— But then, by what follows, it ſeems as if this was only ſaying in Effect, 

how thoſe Serges were made in England. For after mentioning that by 

Reaſm of the Prohibition, Exolisn Wools were difficult to be procured, 

he adds, they had recourſe to the longeſt and fineſt of Berry, for Warp; and 

for Woof, to the Prime, and ſecond of Spain and PoRTUGAL That 

this ManufaQtury proſpering well, had ſpread itſelf to * Seignelay, Gournay, Chap. 186. 
Auxerre, Sedan, Abbeville, Beavais, Boufflers, &c. i. e. 0 Doncherry; ford, 188. 
the Wool, of Berry, Champagne and Brie o Mouſon and Autrecott; the 5. 7. 

Wool, of the Country — 7 Chalons *; the Woor, of Champagne, Brie, „ x. 9. 
Soiſſonois, Burgogne, and ſome Spaniſh Wool — To Paris; the Wool, 

prime Segovie, fine Albaraſin, and other Spaniſb Wool, with that of Berry, 

Auxois, Champagne and Brie——To Dreux »—To Dijon, Marcy, Arnay a Chap. 164. 
le duc, Auxonne, Chatillon upon Seine, and Chaſlinelle: The Woot, from $- 16: 
Rheims and Troye — Tye vAsT SUCCESS THEREFORE, OF THIS PAR- o Cap. 165. 
TICULAR SERGE MANUFACTURING, ia France, argues plainly, either Eng- &.. | 
liſh Wool 7s not ſo excellent for that Purpoſe, beyond many others, as even 

Mr. Savary judged it to be; or otherwiſe, our Laws ſo abſolutely prohibi- 

tory in this Caſe, have not prevented the FREncn from having it in immenſe 
Quantities—Leaving that Point to be determined by other Circumſtances v, and » Chap 

the Advocates for thoſe Laws, to enjoy in the mean while, wad darling Opi- $. 90, Ce. 
mon, wwe reſume the Thread of our Hiſtory. 

50. When the Alarm was taken in ſome Degree, at French Impoſitions 
on Engliſh Drapery; inſtead of proper Repriſals, by prohibiting, or taxing 
to a Prohibition, their Commodities, as might have been, all the Endea- 
vours uſed 4, were to prevent (what Experience hath ſhewn to be impoſſi- 


+ Chap. 50: 


ble) the Owling Trade to FRANCE, from England, and Ireland. Which Im- 5 4, 5, 6, 7, 
poſſibility 8, 9, 10, 11. 
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poſſibility ſome in the Hauſe of Commons even then ſoneſeeing, propoſed 
the Expedicat of a Daty *, as more likely to prove effectual to 511 bene- 
ficial Purpoſes, than a Probibition under any Guard or Penalties whatſoever, 
But this Mation was eaſily over-ruled, through a Perſuaſion that nothin 


but the latter could avail the Nation ſufficiently, by Reaſon of the very « 


culiar Qualities of Inxisu and EnGLIsn Woo, then occafionally * —_—_ 


for the fir/t Time, in ſo. many Words, to be ſuch, that one Pack of either, 
conveyed to France, was a Bar to Exgland, not only in the manufacturing 
of ſuch fingle Pack, but of Two zEsIDES into Stuffs, and middling 
Cloths; which otherwiſe, i. e. without a Mixture of them, in that Propor- 
tion, COULD NOT BE MADE IN THE WHOLE WoRLD. 

' Fl. Another Writer had before aſſerted *, that the Wools of ExdLAup 
« were ſuperlative for Fineneſs to all the World, except Spaxisu; which 
e neither by 1TSELF, nor by Incorporation with the Mel of any ornkR 
« NATION, would be wrought into any CLoTH, without the Help and 
« Mixture of ENGLIsw WooLs.”''—Thus, by two Perſons, at different Times, 
a Belief paſſed, or ſeem to paſs upon the Nation (and the ſame or more hath 
been held by a long Train of Writers ſince) that neither STues, nor 
CLoTHs, fine, or coarſe, could be made without a Mixture of ExcGL1s or 
Ix isn Woot. And it ſeemed at that Time to be thought a ſufficient Prof 


M all this, that CLoTus e, as well as Srurrs, of various Kinds, were made 


in FRANCE That Wool was exported from * Ireland in very large 
Quantities, and from England, in one ſhort Seaſon, to the Amount, as 


y Chap. 51. ſuppoſed, of TWENTY THOUSAND ? PACKs: By which the Price at Home 


9. 


s Chap. 52. 
. 6. 
2 Chap. 53. 


b Ch.54.$.4: 


14. 


© Note. 


had been raiſed for a ſhort Time. 


' 52. ENGLAND had not only a lJofing Trade with France; but fince the 
prohibiting of Cattle from IRELAND, had loſt a great Share of Trade with 
that Kingdom; according to Sir V. Petty, TREE FouRTns of what was 
before, THEIR foreign Trade, The ſame was confirmed by Sir . Temple, 
who predicted ſtill worſe Confequences from that Act, if continued; tho 
judging it a very partial one, he was of opinion '/wwould not laſt ; but un- 
fortunately for this Kingdom, was ſo far miſtaken. 

53. In 1674, A4 Committee of Merchants, appointed to examine the State 
of Trade between England and France, reported a Balance to the latter, 
of near onE MILL Io yearly : The Commons taking that Report into Con- 


ſideration, @ Bill was ordered to be prepared ©; but nothing done towards 
re- 
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* 


. retrieving - Such Intereſt had France with the CourT of Ex Aub 
& that Things went on from very bad to much worſe. 

54. Tun Inisn, from being only Breeders of black Cattle , to be fat- * Chap. 53. 
ard in EnGLAnD, had themſclves become Feeders of them, for a foreige © ” 
vilualling Trade; which before, was a Branch of Engliſh Trafic—Hav- * 
mg alſo betook themſelves more than formerly, to breeding and grazing 
Sheep, poured Quantities of Vocal into Exgland, already overſtocked with 
its own Growth—Moreover, procuring foreign Hands « for the Purpoſe, * Chap. 59. 
had erected ſeveral Malen Manufafuries. Among others, 4 Company ar * * 
London, with a joint Stock of , 100,000, and Artiſans from the Wet of 
England, ſet up one near Clonmel in Ireland, for Cloths and Stuffs ; and with 
THEM, fame Wool , and Beef, carried on a Trade to Holland and Chap. 61. 
Accounts from abroad were, that not only French Drapery rivalled “ '# 8. 
ovRs in all foreign Parts—but that CLork was a Staple Commodity of MA- 
wy oTHER NA Trios, who, between their “ finer, and coarſer Manufactures, 
could both overſell i, and underſell the ExGLiim, at any Market——To crown « Chap. 59. 
all, great were ſaid to be the Abuſes put upon Clothiers by Brokers and 9. 7» 8. 


Faffor's of * Blackwell-Hell, & — An Acr or Common Couscil in the n Chap. 60. 


City of London confined all Drægery brought thither for Sale, to certain * 4 
Halls or Markets, with an Excluſion to all that were wnfree of the City, i Chap. 63. 
(unleſs authorized by Parliament) from buying, felling, cheapening, or in- ; 
ſpecting the fame; or even fo much as entering the ſaid Hail or Markets 
in Market-Time. F 45 

55. In conſequence of all theſe, Wool. (ſaid to be eminently * the Foun- 1 Chap. 48. 
dation of Exgliſb Riches +; which had been accounted as oze Half , and 9. 1 


* But why fer? Becauſe. the Engliþ had not yet gone any conſiderable Lengths in that Au- 
nufafture of fine CLoTHRs, from FINE SPANISH Woo, which Brewer! and his Falloons, + 
had but a few Years before this, brought into England, who, though fiſty in Number, could Chap 49. 
not be a very conſiderable Company immediately, for every Part of the Buſineſs; making, dying, 9.2. 
and dreſſing; when beſides, Spinners, no doubt, took ſome Time in training to the full Perfec- 
tion that was wanted. | | 
+ It was ſaid to have been an Obſervation of Lord Burghley, that If Wool fell aue Shil- 
« ling a Stone, it was a MiILIoN a Year Loſs to THE NaTIon;” meaning, we ſuppoſe, a 
great Loſs in the ſeveral Undulations of that original Fund, for Expence, = within the Cirele Ch. 6 
of a Year. | : | m 05 
4 Icenia Norfolk a. | „n- 
ruris pars, ut occidentis reliquæ, paſcendis ovibus magnopere exponitur; plerzque ville qu 
| 2 aut unum, aut duo, aut tria, interdum quatuor vel quinque millia nutri unt; ut intelligas pro- SP ELM A= 
deres Anglia apud Edw. I. de vectigali lanis 


* regu dinidium in LANIS confiſtere.” 


p. 
ſtill 


impoſito conquerentes, conſulto opum 11201733 


— 
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ſtill conſtituted a large Portion to Tu ENGLISH NoBiLiTY ann Gays 

| oak TRY, of their Wealth) was fallen from its ordinary Price, of TwzLvg 
j $ 12, 13: PounDs' the Sack, and from its more advanced Rate, of Fir Teen , and 
SIXTEEN, to five, four, and three Pounds ten Shillings, — RexTs were 

abated, TwenTY Pounps at leaſt, and in ſome Places TnikTy, in the 
Hundred ?; and Lanps ſelling generally for Two or TREE Years Purchaſe 
LEsS than formerly, there was more than a Third Part of the Value /; 
and in ſome Lands , CONSIDERABLY more—— Reaſons aſſigned, were, 1. 
ch 36 prohibiting * abſolutely the exportation of Wool, which, 'twas faid, had not 
$11. been the Policy antiently, for any Continuance of Time; but, whenever 
8 27. practiſed, of ill Conſequence to the NATION. 2. Increaſe of Wool in Ireland, 
ſince the Prohibiting of their Cattle in England. 3. Very low Rates for 

Mool in England for ſo long a Time together, had made fo many apply 

to Huſbandry, that Corn did hardly afford any Profit * towards Payment 

ty 22. of Rent *, Thus was CHR APNESs oF Wool, at this Time, held to be a 
» Chap. 59. general Incommodity to THE WHOLE KINGDOM. 
$3 WHEREFORE, after aſſerting that both the French and Dutch could 
x Chap, 56. make STUFFs * of THEIR. own Wool ALONE ; after appealing to thoſe 
$ 21, who knew any Thing of the South Parts of France, whether they did 
not make good Cloth, at and about, Carcaſſone, Bourgen, Berry, and divers 

other Places, wiTHouT THE HELP of ENGLISH Woor ? after calling to 

Witneſs ſome Turky Merchants, who knew that Carcaſſone Cloths particular- 

y Chap. 56, ly found good Prices, and many Buyers in the Levant .. — By Way of 
Remedy it was propoſed (beſides obliging ſtrictly the Uſe of Woolens at 
2 8 24. Home“, and repealing the 1ri/þ A#) That no Merchant Stranger ſhould 
« be ſuffer'd to buy any Wool, till All Saints or St. Martin's Day; but 
e then, that any might buy and export what they pleaſed ; paying for 
ce every Sack of Wool, * ſuch Cuſtoms to the King, as the Parliament in their 
ce Wiſdom ſhould ſee fit.” | 
57 This Expedient was not a caſual Thought of one fingle Perſon ; 
but after much Deliberation, the joint Opinion of many true Lovers of 


This is a Circumſtance which merits ſome Regard from thoſe Engliſb Land-owners, who 
becauſe their Eſtates conſiſt more in Corn than Sheep-lands, are apt to treat the Intereſt of the 
Wool GRoWER, as ſuch, in a ſubordinate view, and of little Conſequence; not conſidering 
how much their own is involved with his z and how liable to be affected with the low Price of 
Wal in the Manner here inſtanced. — Conſequently, it is a Matter, in which the Univer na 
are alſo ſomewhat concerned, how little ſoever thoſe learned boates think about it, or ho 
meanly of thoſe that do. thale 


% 
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their Country, acknowledged * for ſuch ; which Opinion was neverthelſs* Chap. 57. 
oppoſed, though with more -Rancour than good Argument; For Ex- ” 
ample, confeſſing, that Wool had been falling continually, for fifteen or 
fixteen Years; the preciſe- Time of its being prohibited o to be exported i g. 6. Nate. 
that a Merchant well verſed in the Intrigues of Trade, had given it for 
his Senſe of the Matter, If the PRoHlHTTTON were removed, and due 
« Impoſts charged upon Woor, it might better thereby be, either retained, 
« or elſe rendered ſo chargeable to our Neighbours, that we might have ſuf- 
« ficient | Advantages over them in that Manufacture To this, the. g. 10. 
main Reply was, ** ſuch Impoſt muſt. be either much, or little 1 
« the former, it might be evaded by Runnage—If the latter, twould be 
« too eaſily afforded for large Quantities .. tf;gbere was no Me- x ar, 
dium in Arithmetic oo oo oO 1 8 f 
58. Another Writers. undertaking to gibe af full and ci Anſwer to the « Chap. 58. 

abovementioned :** Reqſons f tbè loi Price ef Woot, che. Abatement. of 
« Rents; &c. and therefore; for. limiting the- Exportation of W pol by A pu- 
« Ty, ratber than & PROH1BIT10N”, deſired firſt, that Regard might be 
had to the / Example of Eduard III.; which waz deſiringſ. ag uſual 8 with, 6 6. 
him, to build upon a Lye— Then, pxoceedihgito. . the Reaſons; &&.,” he“ Chap. 51. 
denied that 4 low Price for ' Wool was at all in Conſequence of the Probi- 5. . 35 10, 
bition, or any Cauſe of Rents fnking, Farms thrown up, and other Miſeries. | 
of the Country WoorL (he faid) had ſold dearer, ſince the Prohibition 
(viz. after * the Year 1650) than before (1647) and for what it had fallen 
fince, THAT,” was to be imputed to an Increaſe of it, occaſioned by the 
Irifh Cattle Af +; and to the 4 French laſt great Impoſts on Engliſb Dra- 
. Here is to be remembred what hath. occurred already b, concerning La commonly Cha, 
granted about this Time, for exporting. Wqol-——So that it is to be conſidered, as not, in Effect, h Chap. 41. 
prohibited till 1660, viz. 1. Car. 2; which coincides exactly with the Time, from which it . 11. 
was acknowledged on all Hands i to have been falling — 4 | Chap. 86 

} The Iriſh Cattle Aft was in 1666 ; and a Decay of Rents, through the Fall of Wool, had ( 1 | 
been, according to Sir William Temple, the Occafion,k of that 4. Ales 
1 And the French laft great Impoſts on Engliſh Drapery, were in 1667. It is therefore a Mat- 6 5. 53 
ter undeniable, that Wool had fallen merely in Conſequence of the Prohibition (1660) nor was a 
it any. other than the natural Fruit of. ſuch a Meaſure, © | , | 
Yet are we not therefore to conclude that Woo became /o- much cheaper on account of the 
Probibitian, as from L 15.9" £.5. and L 4. the Pack It being * in the Nature of 


Things, that between nei bourivg Kingdoms or Countries, the ſame mmodity ſhould. be held 
at ſuch very diſtant Prices, for any Continuance of Time at leaſt. The high Price of Wool there- 


* 


fore in England, from 1647 to 1660, muſt be ſuppoſed to indicate a Proportionable Dearneſs fl I 
Vor. Il, X Xx | at 7 
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2 — — — — —— 


346 


1 1678. 


m Chap. 62. 
§. 2. Note. 


| ferry; and that the Sinking of Rents, dee. beſides other Reaſons, was owir 
to à eng diſaduantageous Commerce with FRANCE, | 8 
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59. The former were in the Nature af chronica! Diforders, proceeding 


from Obſtructions; but this laſt being like a galliping Confumption, there 


was at length !, ſufficient Senſe and Virtue in the Nation (all other Means 
having failed) to tack to a Money-Bill, a Clauſe for prohibiting the Im. 
portation of any French * Commodities, for three Years, from March 20, 
1667-8, and to the End of the next Seffion of Parliament, after thoſe 


„Chap. 72. three Years ſhould expire; when for want of ſuch Seflion «, it happened 


§. 1. Note. 
o Chap. 
2 


hap. 100, 


MP 


-hap. 10g. 


Chap. 70. 
§. 12. Note. 


1 Chap. 67. 


L. 1, 


to be continued till the Death of Charles II.; and was a Beginning of much 


62. public * Benefit; although that Policy had not its full Effect, till England 


was wholly emaneipated from France, at, and by the Revolution, ten Years 
after * - However, there was, within a few Years, viz. in 1680, and 
1681, an Advance in Wool; and alſo an Advance in Price; and probably 
an Increaſe in the Quantity, of Woolen Goods exported; which laſt, ne- 
vertheleſs, is not to be concluded certainly, becauſe it did appear that fo- 
reign Wools (Spaniſb for v Inſtance) were advanced at the fame Time, in 
much the ſame Proportion. 

60. In, 1680, The Vriſb Cattle A being near expiring ; ſome Endea- 
vours were uſed that it might-* not be renewed It had been alledged 
that the bringing in of Vriſb Cattle, drained away our Money, and thereby 
occaſioned Rents of England to. fall, a fifth Part, i. & £ 1600000, in eight 


See Ch. 60. at the ſame Time in neighbouring Countries; and in like Manner afterwards, wice , verſa; of 


$ 5. Note. 


§. 4. 


* 


which there is not wanting ſufficient Evidence, beſides the Reaſon of it. 

And here note further, twas not ſufficient to affign other Cauſes for a Decay / the Engliſh 
Moolen Exportation Trade; which is not ſuppoſable to have been diminiſhed in any conſiderable 
Degree at leaſt, merely by prohibiting Exportation of Wool: But, as the Price of it had been 
ſenſibly. lowered by ſuch Prohibition, abſtracted from all other Cauſes : So 'twas incumbent on Ad- 
vocates for that Policy to ſhew- that though Wool Growers had ſuffered in their particular Dnte- 
refts, yet THE NATION had found its Account therein, by an Increaſe of Molen Monifaclure, 
on that very, Score; which plainly was not the Caſe at this Time here under Conſideration ; net- 
ther, we think, at any other, fince ; although the Engliſh Exportations, and particularly of /Youlens, 
have been ſince conſiderably increaſed, 8 | 

* This Policy, ſo warmly eſpouſed at the Revolution, and ever ſince moſt ſteadily purſued, 


+ Chap. 1 33. with great Benefit to the Kingdom, hath nevertheleſs been, not only erroneouſly t condemned, 


as. injurious to the Trade of this Nation; but it hath alſo been falſly repreſented, that England 
having thereby firſt broke with France, brought upon itſelf the imagined Injury in · its Commerce, 
for 2 ia ; which is a double Miſtake-—The Facts being evidently otherwiſe, and as 
above related (F. 41. &c.) ; 
+ We ſay nothing here of the incidental bad Effects, ſo often mentioned already, from this 
AA, through the Increaſe gf Mool in Ireland, and its conſequential Runnage from both King- | 
doms; but ſhall only take notice of its primary direct Intention, with what followed, in that 
Reſpect ſingly. Rs | ML 


Millions—This Sir William Petty : called a ſtrange Concelt, fince the 55 
kid) took back from England betivech #cb1+ and quadruplc'sf what they ttanf. “ 5 
ported "rhithe? In Or Fleſh, Ge. (which did not Exceed C 80,000 pt An- 
aum) and beides, the Owners of about one Quarter of all real and per- 
ſonal Eftates of Neland, lived and ſpent their Incomes in ENO IAU 


Reſpect . However, uttdoubtedly it was intended to favour the Northern and 
Weſtern Ports of England, as Bzztpers or Carrie; nd the Effet © 
proved to be, that Whereas before the faid AZ, foreign Ships were wont 
to victual in England, the ib being put under a Neceffity of fatting 


Exctany, as Fredeys, loft the vidtuallitig of the Doren; and even Eng- L 21. 
liſh Merchantmen, Weſterly or Southetly bound, victualled, for the moſt 

part, but for fx Weeks, in * England; and took in the reſt of their Pro-. oj 
viſions in Ireland, or Trifh' * Proviſionis in Spain, according to Contract for $- 6. 
the ſame bereupon, againſt continuing this AF, twas thus * argued "Xx 
e Shall Engliſßs Ships be permitted to victual in Feland? If yea, then 
« Engliſh Provifions are not ſpent at Home; which if not done, contra- 


 * Whence, muſt follow, that what the Eaſtern and Southern Parts loſt, as Freders, was fo 
far a take-off from Northern and Weſtern Breeders, as to render them no real Gainers by the 
Iriþ Cattle Act; while the whole Kingdom beſides, if we may credit ſome Accounts, were 
conſiderable Loſers But whatever Change of Price the 4e might be thought to Joe at 
firſt, in Fleſb and lean Cattle of England, we cannot think it to have made a ſubliſting Difference; 
becauſe, if inſtead of a Beef Trade abroad, and the Benefit of victualling altogether Engliſh Ship- 
hing, the former, by this Policy, bas been wholly le from England, and, together with a Share 
of the latter, transferred to Ireland; in that Caſe, though the Stock of Cattle to be fed and conſumed 
in England, be leſs z yet the Vent for Fleſh there, being proportionably leſs alſo, it is conſequently not 
dearer on the Score of that A (howſoever it may be at Times, for other Reaſons) not to men- 
. that if it really was, the Kingdom could not poſſibly be a Gainer by an advanced. Price 
of Provifions conſumed intirely at Home. As little can we imagine even breeding Lands in 
particular, to have received any Advantage from the Eacluſion of Iriſb Cattle, in the long run, 
Whatever they might do at erl. Becauſe in conſequence of that Alteration a, Lands have 
deen turned to breeding of Cattle, which were uſed before, in another W . The hr in 
ſhort, between many Breeders, and Feeders, being juſt like that of gra/ing, and plougbing : There 
ae who are neceſlarily Breeders and Huſbandmen; viz. on Commons, and in open Fields; and 
there is very rich which is moſt ſuitable for Feeding only. But there is alſo no little Quan- - 
uty, indeed a major Part of Engliſh Lands (ſuch of them as are held, in Severalty) of a middle 
Nature, proper for various Uſes; and which the Occupants convert from one to another, 


hey ſee beſt; that is, according as the Proſye® of a Price for Yeo or Cn, or Catia, urges 


Xx 2 dict 


Chip. #97 A HR TER HS TR r. %% 
he t Chip. 3. 


Sit" William Temple'* dchied that a Decay of Rents had proceeded from * Chap. 33 
| Triſh Cattle; or that the A could be of any Service to England in that 66. IS 


their own Cattle, had got that * Trait, and the victualling of Eng/ſh * Chap. 67. 
Ships ” beſides. For” Example then, the Eaſtern and Scuthern Patts of C gg 


p. 67. 
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dich the firſt Intention of the A#-——Again, ſhall the Jriſs be per. 
* mitted to ſell their Proviſions abroad. to. Strangers? Can we, of oupty 
ve to hinder them from ſo doing? If they do, England loſes a valuable 
© Branch of its Trade But not mithſfanding all this, and much more wa, 
Leid, and though no public Meaſure hath been mare generally condemned, and 
leſs defended ; yet through a Plurality of Voices, under a provincial Bias, tas, 

dF. 16. Note. againſt common Senſe, not anly continued, but made perpetual *, 
| 61. A Bill had been ſet on Foot, to oblige the wearing of * Woolens; 
againſt which, was preſented (Nov. 9 1680) A Petition © of Engiſh Silk 
Weavers +; complaining alſo of wrought Silks and other ManufaQures im- 
ported by the Eaft India Company; which then began to be ſpent in the 
15 3 Kingdom to a very large annual Value, (Two or THREE HUN DRRD Troy- 
SAND Pouxps) and which we may believe had been increaſing, ſince the 
Prohibition of French Commadities———But the Bill about Woolens was 
dropped, and the Attack upon the Ea India Company ſtaved off for a while, 

by the Addreſs and Credit of Sir  Jofiah Child, who made himſelf their 
«Ch. 59, 70. Advocate * to the Public; and among other Things inſiſted that Eft India 
| Silks and Calicoes did not prey upon Engliſh Manufactures; but only on 
thoſe of Ttaly, France, Holland, Flanders; to their Detriment, a M1t1ow 
yearly; which conſequently, ſo far, weakening thoſe Powers, did in effect 
£ Chap. 20. Enrich and ſtrengthen * England, in that Proportion 1. 

* PER, 62. About this Time, one Courteen s an Iriſhman, Servant in the Fami- 


ly of the. Queen of England, carried over into Portugal ſeveral Clothiers 


X Chap. 68. 


A moſt reaſonable Expedient for Eand-owners, as the Law then ſtood and yet ſtands, pro- 

k Chap. 193. vided popular Diſpoſitions made it practicable h « the home Confumption of our Manufattures, 

$ 44- Nate © and particularly our Wooten ones, deſerves Attention, as the beſt Means for preventing he 
* Smuggling of oUR Wool, chiefly cauſed by the Over-abundance of it. The Promotion 

<« of its Conſumption ſeems to have been the Motive of the A for burying in Woolen———But 

„„ a Law that ſhould have obliged the living to conſume more for their Uſe, would doubtleſs 
<«- have produced a Benefit more extenſive The Whims of Faſhion, and Demands for Con- 

« ſumption, are fantaſtic and unaccountable; and yet the Object is of fufficient capital Importance, 

; Chap. 14. *©* to be proper Matter of Cognizance and Controul from the legiſlative Power: The 

$. 16. Note. « Abundance of oUR Woot is in ſome Meaſure cumberſome to us; and yet one would ima- 
4 gine that wE avoided the Conſumption of it In France, a contrary Diſpoſition prevails. 

| + Not only at this Time, but as often as any Thing of that Nature hath been moved in 

pt, the St :avers have immediately raiſed an Oppoſition, with Succeſs x; and per- 

k See Ch. 74. haps not improperly, except that theirs, and almoſt every other Intereſt, is let looſe ? upon the 

§. 1. Note. Exo isn Woor GroweR, while HE ALoNE hath his Hands tied up; is engaged in Society, 


1 Chap. 193. upon the moſt unequal Terms that can be. 


$- 44: Note. f This Argument, though not quite true, in Fact or Reaſon, is far more plauſible than what 
will occur bereaſter, upon the ſame Subject. 


and 
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Chap. 191. A SHORTER HISTORY. 340 
and Bays- Malers, where they prefently ſet up Manufactures both of Cloth 5 
und uz particularly at Pore- Agro and Eavillban allo by particu- 
lar Encouragement of the Duke of York,..as high Commiſſioner there, was 
ſet up in SCOTLAND; anextraordinary Manufactury for CLoTH ®, Where- = Chap. 73. 
| fore it was by a Statute of that Kingdom prohibited to import thither any 4 2. Note. 
Stuff or Cloth made of Wool; not on Suppoſition that the faid new erected 2 Chag 71. 
Manufactury was likely to ſupply Scotland with s0:1Mucm Cloth as cove. be Þ 12: Nee. 
conſumed there (although it had made a very great Progreſs in two 
Years e) but as a ſurnptuary Law, anent Apparel—to oblige the People 9. 20. 
to content themſelves, till it had ſufficiently increaſed and ſpread itfelf, 
with thoſe Kinds of Woolens, which they couLD and Dip make in ſufficient 
tities: The ScoTs having for ſome Years been employed in making 
Serges »; and being lately come to ſo much Perfection in them, as to rg. f, 6, , . 
export the ſame in good Quantities, to Holland, Hamburgh, Spain, and Pick 
the Weſt Indies +, and even ſome by Stealth, to ENGLAND . F. 5. 

63. KING CHARLES II. dying, the Ad 29, 30 of his Reign, for probi- Kine 
biting French Commodities, was repealed in the firſt of James II 80 much * 
was the Parliament at his Devotion, and himſelf under Direction of French 

Ounſelt, although otherwiſe well appriſed of the Nature and Intereſts of 
Trade ——But Popery, and to that End, arBITRARY PoweR, being with | 2 57 ra. 
nix an overruling Paſſion, ns ſacrificed thereto all other Conſiderations, © 
The Parliament indeed, to preſerve Appearances, appointed a Committee 
to conſider of Means to keep up the Price of Wool .; and to that End re- 7 ag 
ſolved that all Perſons ſhould wear Wookn Manufactures fix Months in 
the Year—But the French immediately ſtocked England with their Manu- 
factures and Produce ; importing in this ſhort Reign of three Years, to the 
Value of above Four- MiLL1ons Sterling, that was publicly known, be- 
fides what was ſuppaſed to be done in a more private Manner, to an in- 
credible Sum. 


In conſequence whereof, as Engliſh Cloths had been prohibited t before, in Portugal: So were c Chap. 66. 
foon, after Kerfies, and Cloth Serges, and Cloth » Druggets—But then we are to remember that Pro- F 20. Note. 
bibitions under an arbitrary Government with a diſpenſing Power *, are not the ſame in Kind, u Chap. 106. 
with Prohibitions, in England, by Act of Parliament. F. 1. 

1 Yet without any Mention made of uſing Engliſh Wool in, either their Cloth, or Serge Aa- Chap. 196. 


auſucturies. P 15-18. 


REMARK» 
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| REMARK. 


64. Comparing our Hiſtory of this Period, with the two immediate foregoing 
ones, there is Reaſon to think the Woolen Manufacture and foreign Cloth Trade 
of England, from Engliſh Wool, was at leaſt equally great, all Circym. 
ſtances conſidered, from Edward VI. to the laſt of Queen Elizabeth, as at 
any Time, fince the Acceſſion of King James I.; and confiderably greater than at 
all Times after the Reſtoration; efþectally to the Year 1678,——}e mate 

theſe Diſtinctions, Cloth Trade, Engliſh Wool, and, all Circumſtances con- 

Chap. 28. ſideted -— Becauſe, the new Drapery * of Stuffs, Perpets, &c. beſides Stockin 

$ . Frame knitting, bad improved; and which employed more Hands than Cloth 

b Chap. 131, did, in the ſame d Quantity of Wool. 

9.6. 2. The Engliſh foreign Plantation Trade was new. 3. Spaniſh Wool 
had been in a great Meaſure introduced Making therefore due Allowances 
for theſe, and for an Increaſe of Wool in England, and for the Wool of 
Ireland, and for à general Increaſe of Trade, and Money, in Europe, we 
think what we have here ſaid, is moſt probably true; and fo far as we have 

Chap. 27. any particular Accounts of Exports to inform us, certainly ſo. For Exam- 

>. ple, the higheſt extant in this Period. viz. in the Reign of Kine Jamss - 

ap. 20. 

8. 2, 3- (1612-13 ©) amounts to little more than theſe to Antwerp ingly, about the 

0 f Tear 1564 at the loweſt Computation. And as in the latter, the Proportion 

f Chap. 43. of Woolens was r of the Whole : So by the ſame Rule of reckoning, the for- 

8 To 5 85 * mer ſcarcely exceeded in Value, what MM Adventurers, alone exported or- 

8 2: Note, dinarily, during the Reign of Queen Elizabeth And with regard to Exports, 

Ay Vi, after the Reſtoration „ judging of the reſt, by Accounts which have * occurred, 

s Chap. 41. they fell ſhort of thoſe in the Reign of King James I.; and conſequently, ac- 

> Chap, 177. Note. We find no Mention of this Wool, for Engliſh Uſe, in Queen Elizabeth's Reign; 

i Ch. 51, neither long before; nor ſince, till 1651 f—Again in 1656; when *twas ſaid, Cloth of it g alone 

A, 0. coul Nor be made About the Year 1667, the Quantity thereof uſually imported to wy 

ap. 55» land, was not only inconſiderable, but very ſhort of what went from Spain to FRANCE u 
85 - 4” One principal ar we may imagine, why French i Druggets {from that Material) were then ſo 


much the Faſhion at London Till after the Year 1668 k, twas not underſtood in England how 
* 5 to uſe properly fine Spaniſh Wools, and in 1677, they were called a © new Sort of Wool, | ſtarted 
* Chap. 49. « up within theſe few Years.” : 
2. Fis true, we read of Spaniſh Wool very anciently, in the Reign of Henry II.; but in 
8 Chap. 60. Terms, by which it ſeems not to have been thought good Policy (in regard to the Eng, 
« 4-13, 


Grower, we ſuppoſe) to permit the Uſe of it, even mixed with Engiifh Wool; for which Rea- 
m Chap. 12. (on, CLoTH Ja made, was to be burnt 
dy I 5+ Note, 


cording 


Chap. 192: A SHORTER HISTORY. 


King James I. 80 that the Woolen Trade of England having declined 
greatly, from the Reſtoration, the very Time when an abſolute Prohibition 
on Wool firſt took place Tms may be noted as a Circumſtance, making ra- 
ther AGAINST, than vox the Policy; although we are not to imagine that par- 


ing Period, merely on account thereof. Tis rather incumbent on Zealots for 


intended from it ; which was, by preventing Exportation of raw Wools, to pro- 


ter. That the former could not be, in this Time we are ſpeaking of, is evident 
from many Circumſtances, in particular, the low State of Woolen Exports 
from England. And though they will be found to have increaſed confide- 
rably afterwards, and almoſt continually ; yet ſhall we ſee Runnage of Wool 
not therefore diſcontinued ; very far from it — Whence it ſeems, as if the Nation, 
in having chiefly an Eye to that fingle Point of Prevention by probibitory penal 
Laws, had made a Fundamental, of what is not quite neceſſary; and fo far 
as the ſame is uſeful, we ſhall go near to demonſtrate that the Means applied, 


never DID, and probably therefore, never CAN prevent totally, it will at moſt 
but limit, the Exportation of Wool; which if a lower Duty ſhould nog 
Med equally, to ſay no more, a higher certainly would. 


CHAP. CXCI.L 


From the firſ® Year of William and Mary to the laſt of 
King Willam. 


Woolen 


——ordaining Wool carried coaſtwiſe, to be duly entered, regiſtered, and cocketed; alſo that no 
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cording to the Britiſh * Merchant, not inconfiderably ſhort of what M M Ad- * Ch. 87. 
yenturers, for their Part only, were uſed to export, before the Acceſſion of * * 


ticular Part of the Engliſh Trade to bave ſuffered much in this or any ſuoceed- 
that Meaſure, fo ſhew when the Nation did receive the Benefit given out to be 


mote the working of them at Home o, in order to a foreign Vent in Manufac- » Chap. 196. 
ture. But without accompliſhing the former, there is no Poſſibility of the lat- * . 


have not been competent to the End; however, not to an End, commonly thought 
juſt ; nor conſequently, politic to be avowed——1r ſhort, if a Prohibition 


„ IN the firſt Year of William and Mary, was an A ” *© for pre- Chap. 52 
< venting the Exportation * of Wool, and for encouraging 5. 3» 
l 4 Ser the Sta- 
8 | t „ WII 
* Which (it q faith) had been practiſed in great Quantities, through Neglect of Officers, c. ce — 


Wool“) 
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% Woolen Manufactures of the Kingdom, and the Growth of Worl; by 
« giving a general Liberty to all Perſons for the exporting of Woolen Ma. 
nufacture into any foreign Parts whatſoever” — But with a ſaving to ſe. 
veral Charters, viz. of the Levant, Eaſtland, Ruſſian, and African, Compas- 
nies : Which ſaving Clauſe was probably procured, along with othe: means, 
« Chap. 73. by a Traci publiſhed upon that Occaſion, containing Reaſons in the Names 
of the Governor, Aſſiſtants and Fellowſhip of Eaſtland Merchants, againſt 
giving ſuch a general Liberty, as the Tithe of the AF purported ; ſtating 
therein, that twould avail the Nation nothing; could give no additional Vent 
to Manufacture; for that was only to be effected, EITHñER by ſuppreſſing 
| foreign Manufacturies of Wool (which they themſelves knew to be an 
. 4. Impaſſibility * *;) ox, which they conceived would give Offence to Land. 
owners; by contriving matters ſo; that Wool in England might be conT1- 
1 Chap. 194. NUALLY CHEAP; which nevertheleſs they inſiſted, was the true * Policy +, 
ths 7» 8.9) 2, Woot, at this Time (and ſoit continued to the Peace of Ryſwick) 
v 1689. was comparatively dear in England, beyond what it had been, ſince the 
Reſtoration, and what Manufacturers and Merchants in general thought 
| x Chap. 73. Well of *; although allowed by ſome of them to be but a reaſonable A- 
S. 4. mends to Farmers for the Preſſures they had ſuſtained for twenty Years 
11. : together : Cauſes conſpiring to a Dearneſs of Wool in this Period, were. 
» Chap. 74. 1 The Havock * and Spoil of Ireland, for three Years, during the War 
. 2. Note. there. 2. The French ingroſſing what that Kingdom did then afford, 
N K., got beſides, great Quantities from England. 3. (Which was above all) 
a Chap. 74. the Commodity, Woo in general, had advanced conſiderably in the Mar- 
| 85 76.5 2. kets of Europe, particularly at Marſeilles b. 4. To theſe may be added, a great 
b 154. | b 
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Wool be ſhipped from Ireland, but from certain Ports there, to certain Ports in England, ap- 
| pointing Commiſſioners to put the ſaid Act in Execution, | 

e Chap. 191. Here is to be noted again, as before; © of. Sir Fofah Child, this Tract, which conveyed 

S. 35-37» the Senſe of a conſiderable trading Company, ſaid nothing of any peculiar Properties in Engl ſb 

u bol, for mixing with foreign; which, if true, they could not but know, and would not have 

ſpared to mentioh; while a private: Writer, within two Years after (as if II . was . 

Chap. 75. dued with all; th&*Vyrtues of Lord Peters brown Leaf) had 2 enough to aſſert 4 occaſio- 


& 1 nally, that one: Pound thereof. would work up TEN of foreign Wool; by which the Manufac- 
. turies abroad were enabled to furniſh that Trade, which England had formerly to it/elf. 
Cha + The War commencing, Trade was again prohibited with e France; the ſame having much 
$. I, p. 74. exhauſted the Treaſure of gland, and leſſened reatly the Value and Conſumption of its na- 


tive Commodities and Manufactures— But᷑ a Bill. in the Houſe of Lords, for enjoining the 
wearing of Woolen Manufaftures of the Kingdom, at certain Times (againſt which the Silk 


Weavers petitioned) was unanimouſly: rejected. | 
Rot 
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Rot in England (1692) 5. The ill State of Silver Coin, and high Price * Chap. 75: 
of Guineas thereby occaſioned. _ 12 „ e 1 
z. What had been the State of Trade, i. e. the Quantity of Woolens $. 10. Note. 
exported,” from the Acceſſion of William and Mary, to the Peace of Ry/- 4 79+ 
wick, does not appear from any Cuſtom Houſe Accounts; and therefore we 

can only mention other Circumſtances. For Example, in 1694, we are 

informed (although tis mentioned as a Grievance) that a ſwarm of fo- 

reign Factors from Holland, Germany, Flanders, &c. and even Perfian* e Chap. 5. 
and Grecians, had come over to England, and negotiated for vaſt Quan- 7» 
tities of Engliſb Drapery. And in 1696, it came out occaſionally *, that * Chap. 79. 
there had been a great Call, during three Years then paſſed, for Woolen 9. 13. 
Goods. | | 

J. In the above Interval were, beſides that already mentioned (1 Vil- 

liam and Mary) THREE ſeveral As of Parliament relating to the Ex- « Chap. 76. 
portation of Wool: The firſt of them, enaQting that if a private Man of 0 3 | 
War took a Ship or Veſſel laden with Wool To BE TRANSPORTED, a Moiety J pay "Pg 
of ſuch Veſſel and Lading ſhould be to the Captor: The , next, reciting , Chap. 76. 
that notwithſtanding former Laws, the Exportation of Wool was ftill con- F. 14. Note. 
tinued: The THiRD , for Explanation and better Execution of former h Chap. 78. 
Acts made againſt Tranſportation of Wool, recited that notwithſtanding & 5. Nett. 
ſeveral Laws made to prevent it, &c.; nevertheleſs the ſaid Exportation 

was ill NOTORIOUSLY continued *. And as there had been Complaints 


of London Fattors and Packers : So an Act paſſed, to regulate them. 2 78. 
5. Since the prohibiting of French Commodities (Silk and Linen among FRI 
the reſt) Advantage had been taken of importing in larger Quantitieg 
Silks and Calicoes from the Eaft Indies. Tusk had accordingly for 
ſome Time furniſhed Matter of Complaint in England: The former 
rivalling the Home Manufatture of Silks; the latter, of Woolens; parti- 


* For the Truth of theſe Preambles, with what had been done before, and what in Conſe- 
2 of this laft A, the great Expence and little Succeſs of thoſe Meaſures that were taken, the 

eader is referred to a Hiſtory of them in another k Place; whence, and from what we have k Chap. 112. 
ſeen already, and what will occur hereafter, it may be obſerved that under Laws of Prohibition, C. 6, 7, 8, 
Woolen Exports from England, and the Price of EFngliſi Weol there, had their Ebbs and Flows, 0 tis 
without any conſiderable variation, as to Complaints at leaſt, of Wool running: Only this may 12. 
be remarked for a Certainty, that as there hath been upon an Average, a manifeſt Difference 
in the Price of Engliſh Wool in England before and ſince the Ręſtoration (when the Prohibition 
took place) the ſame having been for the moſt part much lower in this latter Period than the 
former, and never quite ſo high 1, as at ſome Times during the former: So from the Ręfforatien, 
there can be no Time affigned, when ſelling dearer than common in England, there is not ground ! Chap. 176. 
to believe its being then run, as much, if not more than at any other Time, 
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|! & 2 75. particularly Tammies, Says =, and other Norwich Stuffs, But till 1696, no 
formal Attempt was made towards a Redreſs of this Grievance; when . 
TE) 79 Bill for that Purpoſe preſented in Parliament miſcarrying «, there followed 
„ a Tumult of Weavers in London; who had very near ſeized the Treaſure 
| | at the Eaſt India Houſe———Againſt this Bill Dr. Davenant had been in- 
| | duced to employ his ſprightly Pen »; and to make light, not only of Silk 
and Linen ? Manufacturies * in the Kingdom, but of the Conſumption 
of Wool Ns at Home—a Failure wherein though (he faid) twould make 
4 Chap. 194. Fool cheaper in the Engh/ſh Markets, yet was that to be eſteemed 4 a na. 
f 12 % tional Benefit, by reaſon of its being a Commodity that azounne * almoſt 
| | throughout Europe. | 
|| Chap. 80. 6. And although this Tract of Dr. Davenant's was anſwered * properly; 
MN 1 Ch. 81. Vet another appeared on the ſame Side, wrote t in plauſible Terms, and a 
Form very argumentative, but moſt ſophiſtically: Thus, and perhaps by 
[1 means of ſome other Artifices, Eaſt India ManufaQuures, though flagrantly 
| pernicious, were upheld for a few Years longer; and the Company, either 
fluſhed with Succeſs, or deſpairing to maintain long that Traffic againſe 
5 the landed and nanufacturing Intereſts of the Kingdom, made an egregious 
5 6 Uſe of their preſent Time and Opportunity. | 
7. Whether by ſome Management of the Eaj? India Company, as a Tub 
thrown out to ſave themſelves, or not, the Moolen Manufacturers of England 
turned immediately their whole Artillery againſt that Buſineſs then carried 
on in Ireland; beginning with Petitions from Exon and Barnſtaple, that 
were followed (as hath been cuſtomary fince) by ſeveral others, for a Law 
to prohibit the Exportation of Woolen Goods from IRELAND to foreign Parts. 
et. 8. In Oppoſition whereto, 'twas alledged that the Flock Maſters in 
| Ireland were chiefly Gentlemen, or Tenants to Gentlemen, of Engliſb Ex- 
1 traction; and Perſons employed there in that Manufacture, were alſo for 
v8. 8. the moſt part Engliſb y; who having left their native Kingdom for Debt, Tc. 
8. 9. as they could not return, ſo would they be drove to ſeek their Bread by 
the ſame Means in foreign Countries, to the Ruin of many tho.afand 
Engliſh Families, and of the Engliſh Intereſt there; and wherever they 
ſhould go, the Woo! of * Ireland, if any thought worth while to be grown 
after ſuch a Law, would in courſe be ſent after them. 


Chap. 79. 
PY. 31, 38. 


2 G. 10. 


* The former had, near twenty Years before, been ſaid by SIR Josi A H CnIIp, to employ 
and maintain FORTY THOUSAND FAMILIES, | 


9. On 


* 


Chap. 192. 
9. On the other Hand, for the Bill, *twas b acknowledged that the b Chap. 83. 

ſame intended, not only to ſuppreſs © all Exportation of Woolens + from ; 6. 7. 

Ireland, but utterly to diſcourage the Progreſs of that Manufacture there, 

leſtin Time they ſhould be able to work up all their own *, and England $- 6. 

be deprived of its uſual * Supply from thence—That this was but an Act * 5. 8: 

of Seif-Preſervation-in England, the MoruꝝRx CounTxy ; which therefore, 

as ſuch, had a Right to diCtate, not only in that Particular, but ſome 

others f; and moreover, to command a Monopoly of their raw Wools. . 10. 

10. In the Courſe of this Controverſy, a material Doubt, by way of 

Objection, was ſtarted, viz. Whether ſuch Law, if made, would pro- 6 Chap. Bg. 

« bably take effect; it being the Intereſt of ALL IxELAxp to defeat it?” 9.0. 

And the Anſwer was, © The Government there being ſo much under © 5. 24. 

Direction and Influence from England,” that Kingdom muſt neceſſa- 

rily receive and ſubmit to whatever Law ſhould be ſo given. 

11. This Bill paſſed the Commons, and being committed in the Houſe 

of Lords, went off in ſeparate Addreſſes from each Houſe to King , Chap. 85. 

William, that he would uſe his Endeavours to diſcourage the Exportation 

of Wool from Ireland, except to England; and to diſcourage the Moolen $. 2. 

and increaſe the Linen Manufatture THERE—His Majeſty acted accordingly, 

And the Commons of Ireland readily embracing the Overture for a Linen 

Manufafture, propoſed, with regard to Woolens, by way of * Temperament, *$. 4. 

an nion DuTy, to the End (as they faid) the ſame might not be inju- 

rious to England, 

12. Tas only increaſing the Engliſb Jealouſy ; and a Diſcovery i having! 5. 6. 

been made of a contraband Trade with France, by means of Paſles from 

the Admiral there, for importing Alamodes and Luteſtrings, and exporting | 

GREAT QUANTITIES of Wool, an Ad followed immediately, = reciting ®$. 7. Note, 

that great Quantities of like Woolen Manufactures, as in England, had of 

late been made in Ireland, and in the EnGLIsH PLANTATIONS in Ame- 

rica; therefore enacting © Iſt, That no Perſon ſhould export from Ire. 

land, Wool or WooLtn Goods, except to England or Wales. 2. That no 

Wool or WoolEN MANUFACTURE, being of the Product or Mantzfacture 


Which, by way of Aggravation, it was ® ſaid, were a far greater Damage, than the ſend- C7 
ng T urin Woo _ —.— Parts A Kind of Paradox, till explained o to be a Means of N 83. 
making ENCLISH Wool ſell better in ENGLAND. oh RE 06.8, 
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of ANY or THE ENGLIsH PLANTATIONS IN AMERICA, ſhould be haden 
on any Ship, Horſe or Carriage, with Intent to be exported out of the ſai 
Plantations, to any other of the ſaid Plantations, or to any oruER Pr ace. 
13: HzReveon, many Ix In WOOLEN MANUFACTURERS, it hath 
been ſaid, tranſported themſelves to France, Germany and Spain; where 
being kindly received, they followed their Buſineſs, to the Prejudice of 
England, in its Wool EN TRADE. | 
14. Howſoever that was in Fact, Experience, which is the beſt School- 
od. 85. Miſtreſs, tells us, that the 1rif6 were not long or much diſconcerted * by 
the A# itſelf, in THEIR Woolen Manufacture and Wooten Exrort A- 
TION TRADE; and ſo far, ſome Writers on each Side of the Queſtion, have 
proved to be miſiaken—Not fo, the Perſon who was of Opinion, a Law in 
* IRELAND would not take effect, which it ſhould be the Intereſt of ruar 
* WHOLE KINGDOM fo defeat.” p 
15. Moreover, as it was then objected to this viſionary Scheme for 
ſuppreſſing the Moolen, by ſetting up a Linen Trade in IRELAnD, that the 
latter would leſſen the Engli/þ Vent of WooLtns to Hamburgh, &c.: 80 
it is ſaid to have proved; and though perhaps, upon the whole, no con- 
ſiderable Loſs to the Nation, yet no real Gain! but like many, moſt other 
Projects from the ſame Quarter, an Injury to the Engliſh Owner of Sheep 
Lands, by rendering that MonoeoLy againſt him, which is occaſioned 
through an abſolute Prohibition on Wool, ſo much ſtronger and more grie- 
vous. 
16 This Affair with Ireland being thus ended, Eaſt India Silks, and 
+ Chap, 87. Calicoes, were again the Object of Attention «. The Silk Weaving Trade 
T8 3. in England having increaſed (as it was * ſaid) nineteen Parts in twenty, 
from the Refloration to the Revolution, was become a vaſt Branch of Bu- 
fineſs in the Nation; affording Employment and a Maintenance to great 
Numbers. And although Eat India Manufactures at firſt preyed chiefly 
6. 7. upon Moolens only; afterwards, in conſequence of the Directors having ſent 
over Weavers, Dyers and Pattern Drawers, to inſtruct Indians how to ſuit 
Chap. 70. the European Taſte, was for ſome Time (as ſaid by Sir Joſiab Child) only 
§. 6. a Detriment to France and other foreign States; yet now that Trade with 
France had been prohibited upwards of ten Years, .and the Fabric 4 
Chap. 87. Luteſtrings, * &c. pretty well eſtabliſhed in the Kingdom, Damalks, an 


9.9. Sattins of Eaft India, as foreign Commodities, became, it ſeems, the mw 
Wi 
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with Engliſh Ladies —— 80 that theſe, and Calicoes together, inter- 
fering with London, Canterbury and Norwich Weavers, Multitndes of the 
two former eſpecially, were ſaid to be reduced to a miſerable * ſtarving 54. 
Condition,” for want of Employment. | 2 

17. Wherefore, an Ad readily paſſed, intitled, for the more eſfectual TS 14. 
employing of the poor, by encouraging the Manufattures of the Kingdom : re- 
citing, * © that a Continuance of Trade to India, as had been two Vears Nett. 
« before, muſt inevitably be to the Detriment of this Kingdom, by ex- 
« hauſting its Treaſure, and taking away the Labour of the People:” 
Therefore, prohibiting the wearing and otherwiſe uſing all wrought 
« Silks, &c. of the Manufacture of Perfia, China, or Eaſt India, and all 
« Calicoes, painted, dyed, or ſtained there. * 

18. About the ſame Time paſſed another * A# (which could not fail » $ 16. 
of being beneficial alſo) for immediately taking away the Duties upon 
Weolen Manufactures, &c. exported ; which Duties had exiſted from Pbilip 
and Mary b: Alſo the Aulnage Duty, after the Expiration of two Grants, Chap. 26. 
for a Term then enduring. 3 


* HEREUPON HAS BEEN SAID THIS AcT was procured by that great Stateſman * Serious Con- 
« THE EARL oF HALIFAX (while he was MR. MonNTAGUE) what Good this has done, /iderations on 
leave others to judge. But this I know, that this very Nobleman declared to a Perſon of the ſeveral 
« Credit (who told it me) that in his Life Time, he had never done any Thing which he ſo high Duties 
« ſincerely repented of; but it was now grown ſo popular among the Weavers and others of the &c. 1743- 

« inferior Sort, that it would be dangerous to attempt to repeal it.” p- 22, 23. 

Note. Ve ſhall not queſtion the late Sir Matthew Decker's Veracity (Author of this Tract, not 
ef that intitld ** An Eſſay on the Cauſes of the Decline of foreign Trade, as many have, 
by Miſtake ſuppoſed) who did not ſpeak from Lord Halifax himſelf — But we can't help thinking 
that he was ſome Way or other, either miſtaken, or impoſed upon about this Matter; ſeeing it was 
THE SAME MR. MoNTAGvuE, who afterwards, when EARL or HALIFAX, was the Sup- 
fort d and Spirit of that Paper called 1 HE BRITISH MERCHANT (1713-14) which was wrote d Chap. 97. 
exatily upon thaſe very Principl's which procured this Act; and wherein is laid down for a Maxim, F. 13. 
that ** The Importation of ſuch Goods as hinder the Conſumption of our own, or check the, Ch 8 
„ Progreſs of any of our Manufactures, is a viſible Diſadvantage e” (See Chap. 80. Chap. 100. _ 
Chap. 117. F. 6, 7, 8) And here note beſides, Sir Matthew Decker neither giving the ſuppoſed §. 10. 
Reaſons of Lord Halifax having changed his Opinion in this Point; nor offering any particular 
Reaſons of his own, for Eaſt India Silks and Calicoes, the Authority he pretended, amounts at beſt, 
but to a very bad Argument againſt the Act in queſtion He gave, tis true, this general Reaſon, 

v.z, that in his Opinion, and he made no Queſtion, of moſt Merchants f, A1.L PRroHIBI- f Chap. g. 
T10NS are hurtful Yet, not without admitting, there may be Caſes, in which Neceſſity will G. 1. Ch. 193; 
call for tem But, it ſeems, as a Perſon who HAD BEEN at leaſt, a D1RECToR of the C 26. Note. 
EasT IN DIA CoMPANY, he could not ſee the Neceſſity of a PRoH1BIT1oN in 5 

cular Caſe, of EasT INDIA MAnuFacTUREs——We have elſewhere 6, though no Friend g Review &c. 
in general to PRoH1 BIT1ONs, attempted to diſtinguiſh the Propriety of one, im this very Caſe, ra- Part III. 


ther than that of EnGLisn Woo, or almoſt any ether. hag 
ce 


Chap. | 
19. The 775 Note: 
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19. The two foregoing Acts were in 1699; in which Year preciſely 

the Woolen Exports were remarkably great (amounting to very an 

Chap, 89, THREE MiLL1oONs ) larger than known before, or afterwards, to 1713 

- 4. Note. when The Britiſh Merchant was publiſhed; notwithſtanding which, hams 

„Chap. 87. was much complaining “ at this very Time, the next Year, and Year fol. 

$. 15. Nele. 10 win g. which was the laſt of King William, that the Woolken Manufacture 

i Chap, 88. of the Kingdom was exceedingly * decayed, and foreign Trade for it ſenſibly di- 
5. 1. Note. = a : J 

£8. 2. Note, miniſbedæx. And though there might be ſome Truth in one, through a 

Defect of home Conſumption, occaſioned by an Increaſe of $Siik Manu- 

fature in the Kingdom, and of Eaſt India Goods (the Time for wearing 

which was not yet expired) yet the other was evidently a Miſapprehenſion, 

to be accounted for as follows. Iſt, from the natural Proneneſs of Perſons 

in a Trading Way “ eſpecially, to complain. adly, Hearing of Wee ex- 

ported, and of Wooden Manufacturies in neighbouring Countries, 'twas vul- 


garly conceived to be, ALL, the Effect of Engliſh and Iri/b Wool, and /q 
much clear Loſs to the Nation, 


REMARK. 


A ay 20, In this Reign, RUNNAGE | os Wool was equally a Complaint, as it 
8 ＋ had been in thoſe of Car. II. and James II.; and probably with much the ſame 


An ote. Reaſon, although there is no aſcertaining the Meaſure of a Praclice, which in 


j ii Nature muſt be ſecret. 

21. A DRCAY oF WooLEn MANUFACTURE, and a DIMINUTI1ON of 
8 FOREIGN TRADE rok 1T, were alſo alike deplored, all along under King Wil- 
on, F liam, as in the two foregoing Reigns; but not with the ſame Cauſe in reſpeci 
2 to both. 'Tis true, Woolen Manufacturers might be ſuppoſed to ſuffer thro 
> $- 6. a Defe&t of Home Conſumption, by an Increaſe of Silks wrought within 
m Chap. 75. the Kingdom, and by increaſed Imports of Eaſt India Manufactures, in caſe 


4 6 the prohibiting of French Silks, 1 Serges and Druggets did not countervale 
Ch. 78. . 1, ——But Engliſh Exports in general, and of WooLENs in particular, greatly 
Ch. b7 5 6, exceeded in this laſt Reign, thoſe of the two former, ſo far as the few Ac- 
. counts that have occurred, do inform us ; which though perhaps it may be ſaid, 
Chap. 88 

. 1-2, 


* *Twas an Obſervation of SIR W. GopoLPHIN; © for the Generality of THEM to be 
n Ch. 44+ «© complaining, is inſeparable from the Nature of THAT PRoFEsS10N; THEY meaſuring their 
§. 8, « Content, not by the Goods they have, but by their Deſire of having MoRE” (Letter um 
Sir W. Godolphin, Madrid, July 4, 1674) Fr 


— 
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are too few to found a perfect Kusuledge or Judgment upon; yet without 

being mathematically certain, or minutely ſcrupulous, are a good moral Proof *. 

For Inflance, the whole Exports from England, in two ſeveral Years * of e #3 

Car. II. did not much exceed two Millions; nor the Woolens exported, 8554 2. 


{ 900,000, in each of thoſe Years. But in one Year of King William (1699) wo TY 
the whole Exports amounted to near 8&veN MiLLions +; of which TuR Note. . 


WooLENs were almoſt THREE. | 

22. 'Tis true, Woolen || Exports 1699, exceeded any Year that had been 
tnown before, or after, to 1713 . But the Medium of thoſe Exports, to- v Ch. 176, 
wards the End of the ſeventeenth Century, having been ſtated at Two Mit- 
Lions per Annum, we are thence authorized to ſay, there had been no Di- 
minution of our Woolen Trade, during King William's Reign; very much 
the contrary. And that being ſo, "twill perbaps be ſaid, there could not be 
; ſuch Qyantities of Wool run from England, as when the foreign Trade was 


* B:cauſe they are not Accounts picked out to ſerve a Turn; but, in Truth, ALL which 
have occurred. And as, if thoſe of each Year, for any long Term, had been regularly taken; 
and a Perſon, to learn the Medium nearly, ſhould (dipping into the whole) govern himſelf 
thoſe of ſome few comparatively, at diſtant Periods, taken up by chance, and not ſelected wit 
Deſign, might think them a tolerable Rule, to reckon by, and on examining the ſame more nar» 
rowly, would probably find them ſuch : So is it to be judged in this Caſe. 
+ Beſides many others, a principal Cauſe of the great Increaſe of Commerce, after KN 
William's Acceffion, was the PRoHIBITING of FRENCH ComMmoDiITIEs: An Advan- 
tage, which in 1913, The BAITIsH MEeRCHANT ſummed up to þ 1116009 r per Annum, © Chap. 103. 
belides PAPER and HATs (which two Articles had been eſtimated at above { 220000 +) and be- NG. Note. 
files WooLens (SERGEs and DRUGGETs) which former, according to Mr. Fon TRv in * Chap. 44- 
1663, ENGLAND was wont to receive from FRANCE, to the Value of £ 150,000 per Annum, F- 8. 
All which conſidered, and how much thoſe ſeveral ManufaQturies mentioned by the BRITISH 
MzR CHANT, are improved, ſince 1713, and that many new ones t have been erected with + Chap. 139. 
ducceſs, 'tis unreaſonable, and abſurd in the higheſt Degree, to perſiſt in Complaints of an ima- | 
ginary Decay of Trade and Manufacture in this Kingdom, from the ſingle View of a WooLE N 
Tab in FRANCE and other Countries (which there ever was, more or leſs) eſpecially, 
ſince ENGLAND hath been all along, from the REVO io , increaſing upon the whole, | Ch 
not going back in its Exportations even of WooLE Ns—So that MANUFACTURERS in gene- ap. 193» 
ral, and thoſe of WOOL, among the reſt, have had no juſt Cauſe of Complaint ; except, as 9' 91-96. 
Home Coxsuurriox hath abated, by means FIRsT, of Calicoes, sINCE, of printed and 
painted Cottons and Linens ; which laſt affording Employment for an equal Number of Hands, | 
woc, x GROWERS ALONE are thereby the EAT EST, and properly ſpeaking, ONLY = Chap. 193. 
UFFZRE Rs, Note. 
| Not only the Wool EN, but the wHoLE ExpoRTs (1699) exceeded any Accounts we 9 44: 
ve met with to 1715 v. And poſſibly there was an extraordinary Start of Trade ip that Year, y Chap. 176. 
*cafioned by the PE ACE or RysWICK 1697 ; and moreover, ſomething hath been, and might $. 36-—38. 
be ſaid for ENGL1IsH Wool EN ExPorTs (1699) by reaſon of WooLen MANUFACTUaR © | 
having been then lately prohibited to be exported from IA ELAN Y to foreign Parts But, as 
aun ExPoRTs or Wool us had not in the whole exceeded Z 23614 45. 6d. in 1691y—5S0 s Chap. 126. 
there is no great Advance to be reckoned upon, from that Incident, the Probibition aforeſaid. 5. g. 
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leſs for Woolens ; namely in the Reign of Car. II.; which, ceteris paribus, 
certainly there could not. Nevertheleſs, confidering what hath been remarked 


Char. 191, fore e, of an increafed Growth of Wool in England, and Ireland—7he Intro. 


$. 64- duction of Spaniſh Wool for making fine Cloths— Improvements in Stockins and 
fine Stuffs, which enhanſed the Value of Goods exported, without conſuming 
that Engliſh Material in Proportion, poſſibly Runnage of Wool in King 
William's Reign, might be very confiderable, and from ſeveral Circumſlances, 
probably, or rather plainly, was. 5 
23. Again, admitting the Medium of Woolen Exports in this Reign, ty 
have been Two MiLLions per Annum ; and although in one Year, they 
amounted to near THREE ; yet as this laſt was but in the ſame Proportion, or 
thereabouts, to the whole Exports from England in 1699, with Exports of 
» Chap. 20. Woolens, to the whole Exports to Antwerp * 1564: So comparing Thing. 
A a with what was the State of Trade in Queen « Elizabeth's Time; and making 
„ 44 ll due Allowances for what hath been already mentioned, the Woolen Trade 
of England, cannot be ſaid, ſo far to have exceeded in King William's 
Reign, what it was under Queen Elizabeth, as to afford any Argument for 
a Prohibition, rather than a Duty on Wool; and eſpecially, as the former, 
we have ſeen, DID NOT PREVENT THE EXPORTING oF Wool, nor that, An 
IxCREASE oF TRADE IN GENERAL, AND Of THE WooLEN TRADE IN 
PARTICULAR, 


C HAP. CXCIII. 


From the Year 1702, to 1755. 


4 Queen 

ANNE 1702. | 

e Chap. 88. 1. UEEN Aux, immediately on her Acceſſion, recommended to 
§. 3. Parliament their preventing the Exportation of Wool, Nevertheleſs, 


from that Time, to the Union of North and South Britain, Runnage of it 

75. 7. hath appeared t rather more than at any other Period. In Scotland, for 
| Inſtance, by Ad of Parliament THERE, in 1704, twas allowed to be an 
ported from England and Ireland, and again exported to foreign Parts: 


Conſequently, both Scotch, Iriſh, and Engliſh Wools, were thence = 
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ict tranſperted; chiefly to Holland, by reaſon * of War with France; altho' * _ 89. 
ſome to that Kingdom alſo, by means of French Paſſes; inſomuch that W 
Wool of Scotland, that » Year, was commonly ſold by Farmers, from » 1704. 
THIRTY to THIRTY THREE. SHILLINGS Sterling per Tod, of tawo Stones, ſixteen 
Pounds to the Stone. And fo exceſſive was the Tranſportation mentioned, that 
the Market of Amſterdam being rather overſtocked; or otherwiſe, the 
Price of Wool in Scotland, having roſe too high for that Market, there 
was an Abatement in the next, Year's Price; but nevertheleſs it conti- 1705. 
nued to be bought up for Exportation. 

2. Though the Price of Wool in England *, does not appear at this Time, 
by any Account that is ſo well depended upon, as in Scotland; yet was it, 
we may believe, ſomewhat in Proportion 4; and withal, the Woolen Trade 
was undoubtedly very good ; the whole Exports from England being, in 
1703 4, near as much, as in 1699 they had been. And in the ſame Year * Chap. 8d. 
was ſigned at Liſbon, © between Portugal and England, a Treaty of Com- Me Note. 
merce; which by admitting ALL BriTisn WOoLEN MANUFACTURES, 
on the ancient accuſtomed Terms, inſtantly was, and ever ? ſince, hath * Chap. 184. 
proved to be, very advantageous to England, in the Woolen Trade particu- * 144: 
larly ; foraſmuch as, from that Treaty firſt taking place, the Engliſb began 
to bring away Silver; when before, if not from the Time of their pro- 
hibiting Engliſb Cloths (which had continued forty Years) yet from the 
Time of their prohibiting more ſtrictly, not only them, but Cloth- Serges, and 
Cloth Druggets (which had continued twenty Years) the Nation never had 
an Over-balance there, ſo as to bring from thence either Gold or Silver, f. 
3- The 


It is ſaid 8 to have riſen exactly at this Conjuncture, from 9 and 11, to 12, and 14 the & Chap. 141. 
Pack, although for a very contrary Reaſon. _ 5. 9. 

+ It was equally penal to ſend Wool to SCOTLAND, as to foreign Parts; and therefore 
being only ſqueezed thither clandeſtinely, through the Hands of illicit Traders; as they would 
have a Profit accordingly ; ſo conſequently the Price was leſs in ENGL AND, than in SCOTLAND, 

t From this and many other Inſtances it may be obſerved, that next to AIX DEA LIN G of 
MaKekRs and MERCHANTS (who have BoTH been almoſt continually Objects of Complaint; 
and latterly, as much as ever) the great Secret of promoting the Wool EN Trans of Eng- 
LAND, conſiſts, NOT 1N COM BINING AND PLOTTING AGAINST THE GROWER; BUT 
in proper FREATIES of COMMERCE. It is comparatively, of very little Significance, what 
Countries do or do not produce Wool, or afford WOOLEXR MANUFACTURE (ſince moſt, 
if not all, have, and WILL inevitably have BoT H, in ſome degree at leaſt.) The grand Policy to 
be laboured for a national Benefit, is THE ADMISsIO0N of ENGL1sH DRAPERY IN ro- | | 
REIGN CouNTRIES, on EASY TERMS In Point of DUTY. This is eminently to be h Chap. 192. 
ſeen in the Caſe of Pon u AL; where tho WooLEn MANUFACTURIES had been eſtabliſhed, d. 14. 
and the Country produces BETTER h than Ex OT Ian Wool; yet in Virtue of MR. Me- Chap. 172. 

Vor, II. Z 2  THuEN's 9. 27. 
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3. The State of Wooten MANUFACTURIES in Scotland, about the 

Year 1705, appears to have been as follows: They made, of their Wn 

Wool, S rock ius, at Aberdeen, from TE, to THIRTY SMILLINGs a Pair, 

Broad Chath, about TwELvs SHiLLINGs per Yard: Fingrins, Bayſe, Serges 

i Chap. 8g. Temmins, and ALL SoRTs of fine worfted Camlets, and other Stu, vide 

9. 7-12 NEAR AS GooD as in England; beſides Glaſcow Playds, in which, as well 
as Stockins, they excelled greatly all Nations k, 


Ch. 120. 
J , SN 4. The Union + of both kingdoms commencing May 7» 170% a Stop 
wg 9" was put to the open Exportation of Wool. Two ® As paſſed: One, to 


10% encourage dreſſing and dying of Cloths within the Kingdom, by laying 
a ſmall Duty on Broad Cloths exported white : The other, for permitting 
generally the Exportation of all white Woolen Cloths whatſoever, Theſe 
had been prohibited 14, 15 Henry VIII.; but by Patent of Queen Fliza- 
beth allowed to the Hamburgh Company, in a limited Number; and by 
Car. II. in truſt for the Counteſs of Portland, without Limitation of Num- 
ber, for a Term then expired; whereupon a Doubt having ariſen at the 
Cuſtom- Houſe, touching the Legality of exporting white Cloths, &c.; and 
the fame having been not only judged beneficial, but declared to be x- 
CESSARY T, 'twas enacted accordingly. 


5. In 


THUEN's Treaty, EnGL1sH CLoTHs, &c. which before ſtood prohibited there, being ad- 
mitted upon Conditions that were practicable, this Nation has ever ſince enjoyed a moſt bene- 
ficial Trade for them to THAT KINGDOM. And it may be affirmed, that in ALI Cou x- 
TRIES, Where not barred by a PROHIBITION, or, which is ſtill more, DuTies cAlcu- 
LATED. rox PREVENTION, Mannfactures, though not BETTER, but woRsE than THEIR 
owN, will finda Vent according to their Value, and the rather, FoR THE VERY REASON 
oF THEIR BEING FOREIGN: Which ſhews, what is Wifdom in ALL MANUFAC- 
TURING NATIoNs; namely, like private Traders, to deal out their Cuſtom in the beſt Man- 
ner they can; that is, with THosE WHO UsE THEIR OWN SHoPs ox W ARE-HOUSES, 

+ And what was the NECESSITY alledged, other than a plain Acknowledgment, that Fo- 
reigners wanted neither ART nor MATERIALS for making CLor H, c.? For elſe, would 
it not be juſt as adviſeable to make the moſt thereof, by prohibiting Exportation of MAN ac- 
TURE UNFINISHED, as of the MATERIAL RAW ? But for prohibiting the latter, it has 
been pretended that other Nations HAVE NoT the MATERIAL, and CANNOT want the 

: MANUFACTURE, but MUST be furniſhed with one or the other, from EncLann. THIS 
a ges Ch was exactly the Plea a HERETOFoORE, againſt exporting UNDRESED AND WHITE CLoTHs, 

. Sc, as SINCE, RAw Wool (for that was not THEN prohibited.) If, therefore, a Suppoſi- 

$ l. tion of other Nations not having the Material, without coming to ENGLAND, is given up 

for falfe; and hereby plainly it is, as neceſſarily it muſt be—and if *tis only urged (which is 
very true) how much better it is to export Wool manufactured, than raw? We anſwer, for 
the ſame Reaſon, it is alſo better, in a Degree, to export CIor us, Cc. DRESSED AND 
DYED, than ROUGH AND WHITE, Yet in this latter Caſe, we ſee, it has been judged 


good Policy, to make only the Difference of a ſmall Duty, between one and the _ l 
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5. In 1708-9, the Engliſh Trade was ſaid to be in a very proſperous 1798-9. 
State every where; particularly at Lisbon, in conſequence of the advan- 


tageous Treaty abovementioned, with that Kingdom, and very large Sup- 
plies of Gold received by the Portugueſe from their Mines in America. 
Nevertheleſs, War with France continuing; and Wool, for that Reaſon, 
and by means of the Union, being either ſmuggled in leſs Quantities, or 
with more Hazard and Difficulty “, twas from that Time, to the Peace 
of Utrecht, a falling Commodity, in England. 

6. At Utrecht, befides the Peace, was concluded a Treaty of Commerce 
with France, that fortunately for England, could not take Effect, unleſs 


the Parliament ſhould reduce the b:gh Duties, and take off thoſe Prohi- 
bitions, which had, by tbat Authority, been wiſely laid on French Commo- ö Chap. 97. 


lities. 

7, Tars the Minitry attempted, although they had taken no Care for 
Engliſh Draperies being admitted in France, upon any tolerable Footing 
by which the Nation muſt have relapſed into that Underbalance of Trade, 
and all thoſe Miſeries conſequently, which it had endured for a great 
Part of the Reign of Car. II. and during that ſhort one of King James II. 
and with an additional Diſadvantage, of foregoing a moſt profitable Treaty 
of Commerce with Portugal. But this Attempt was ſo well oppoſed by 
thoſe who better knew, or loved the Intereſts of their Country, than the 
Miniſters did, that the Bill they had prepared, notwithſtanding their Aſ- 
cendancy in moſt other Queſtions, was rejected by a Majority of nine 


Voices; which yet they did not deſpair of carrying at another Meeting # 5 12. 


to which End, that Seſſion was diſmiſſed with a Hint from the Throne, 


and that, FoR ENCOURAGEMENT oF DRESSING AND DYING. By Parity of Reaſon, 
therefore, as WE are not ſolely poſſeſſed of the Material, Woot ; and conſequently AN NO 
ENGRoss the Manufacture; ſo, rather than create, as is done, a MonoPoLYy AGAINST THE 
GrowER, would it not be equal good Policy, to prefer A DUTY on WooL ExPorRTED, 
to an ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION; only making such DUTY LARGER, in Proportion 
to the Difference of the two Caſes, ſo as to encourage MANUFACTURING, rather than Ex- 
PoRTING or Woo? If it be ſaid that this PERM1ssioK for UNDRESSED AND WHITE 
CLoTHs, &c. together with a PROHIBITIO ON RAW WoolLs, are EQUALLY calculated 
to FRoOMoTE MANUFACTURE, we anſwer, THEY AKE NoT ALIKE EQUITABLY 80 
for that this latter Policy, at beſt, treats the GROWER OF WOOL, as if HIS Aae 
in the Community was NOTH IN, BIS ProPERTY of no Conſideration to HIMSELF, but 
to OTHERS ONLY In shox r, As fr THE WOOL GROWERS Money vip 
NOT cou To MARKET, LIKE OTHER PEoPLEs. a 


* In mers it was reported from a COMMITTEE © that GREAT QUANTITIES 9 of ; 
been dandeftine | wr 


„Wool ly exported to foreign Parts,” 


2 2 2 


Chap. 182 
1 
as (77-8. 
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8 Chap. 100. 


16 


thority, had it treated more diſtintly on THAT SUBJECT, BEYOND ANY OTHER: 


a MEMOIRS OF WOOL, &c. Chap, 193. 
as if, to be approved, it only wanted to be more conſidered, and rightly 
underſtood. 

8. A hireling Writer, under the Title of Mercator, or Commerce re. 
trieved; continued to vindicate the Bill, And ſeveral ingenious Traders 
of Conſideration, countenanced and affiſted by the Earl of Halifax, and 
General (afterwards Earl) Stanhope a, furniſhed out a Paper againſt it, 
called the BRITISH MERCHANT *, or ComMERcCE © PRESERVED. 

9. The Mercator inſiſting much upon the Benefits of foreign Commerce, 
with France in particular, preſumed greatly upon England's natural Ad- 
vantages from its Produce, WOOL; which he affirmed to be of ſo peculiar - 
4 Quality, that the Nation wanted nothing more, than 70 prevent its being 
exported raw, in order to command a Trade in Woolen Goods, on any 
Terms, with France, and all other Nations. 

10. On the contrary, The Britih Merchant ſhewed to a Demonſtra- 
tion, that the beſt Trade of England was, its domeſiic Trade, ſo far as that 
ſhould conſiſt in the Conſumption * of its own Preduce and Mani factures; 
fince home Conſumption (he ſaid) made more than NINE TEEN Parts, in 
TWENTY, of the wHoLE TRADE of England; which, as to home Produce, 
and Manufactures, would be very much leſſened by admitting French 
Commodities ; and that, without a Poſſibility of procuring any confiderable 
Vent for Engh/h Woolens, in France; where they not only ſtood barred 
effectually by very high Duties, but the French themſelves were great 
Makers and Exporters too, of all Kinds of Woolen Drapery; and with- 
out being obliged to England or Ireland for it, couLD NoT WANT WOOL 


IN SUFFICIENT QUANTITIES, FOR ANY PART of WooLEN MANUFPAC- 
TURE. 


Which, notwithſtanding it gives a very different Notion and Account of the WooLEN 
TRADE in general, from moſt Authors who had gone before; notwithſtanding it was firſt 
publiſhed in detached Parts, and read in all Coffee houſes, &c. of the Kingdom, and hath ſince 
undergone a ſecond, and a THIRD Edition, has been as little attended to by ſubſequent Wri- 
ters upon the Subject, and made as little Impreſſion upon the Minds and Opinions of the Peo- 
ple of ENGLAND, as if ſuch a Work had never been publiſhed for their Information. 

Theſe Papers indeed, when printed the ſecond Time (1721) in a reſpectable Form, obtained 
their Place, as Books of Conſequence, in ſeveral Libraries of Note But the Title having 
no immediate Reference to Wool; and the principal Scope thereof being, the TREATY, or 


BiLL or CoMMERCE, with FRANCE, which was rejected, and which, therefore, the Nation 


bath not ſince, been under any particular Neceſſity of conſidering ; hence it has come to pals, 
that what lyes interſperſed in thoſe Volumes, relating to WOOL, has been in a manner 
WHoOLLY UNOBSERVED; Which could not have happened to a Work of ſuch Credit and Au- 


11, The 
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11. The Britiſh Merchant ſhewed alſo what Advantage England had by 
its Treaty with Portugal; and that it would be loſing the ſame inevitably, ö 
to ratify the Articles of Commerce with France +. It went ſtill further; 41 
and ſhewed that by the Peace of Utrecht, Trade from England, with Spain, | | 
had inſuperable Difficulties; and, as ſuch, the Houſe of * » Lords repre” Chap. 108. | | 
ſented that Matter to the Queen. . f N 
12. Notwithſtanding which, twas reckoned upon, as one Advantage | 
reſulting from the Peace, that Wool, which before, was fifteen Shillings ; 
per Tod, did thereupon advance * to eighteen Shillings—But this was ſaid * Chap. 10g. 
to have been, from a falſe Expectation raiſed, by what was given out ** 8. 
concerning the Peace, before its Terms were rightly underſtood z and | 
that the Nation being ſoon undeceived, as well in regard to the Spaniſh, 1 
as French Trade, the fame preſently dropped 1 again. N. B. Tbis was ſaid? Chap. 104. 
by THE BRIT1$H MERCHANT, both of MANUFACTURE, and the MATE- 4 eats 
RIAL ; though we believe, not quite truly, of the latter eſpecially; and poſſibly | 
for this Reaſon, viz. BECAusE, upon the Peace, Wool from IRELAND, find- 1. 
ing an eafier Paſſage to FRANCE, it went in larger Quantities thither, « Chap. 126. | 
and came in CONSIDERABLY LESS TO ENGLAND, viz. leſs by TEN THov- K. 10. 1 
saxp PACKS in 1714, than in 1711. 84 
13. KING GeoRGE, in a Speech to his PARLIAMENT, March 2, 1714, 8 | | 
obſerved that by the Peace, TRADE was rendered impracticable; and Chap. 110. 
if not retrieved, their ManufaFures, and Navigation, MusT be deſtroyed. S ** . | 
This Affair had, therefore, deſervedly, ſo much Attention from the Go- 

vernment, that, December 14, 1715, was ratified at Madrid, a Treaty of $4 . 
Commerce, between Great Britain and Spain d. By which, Duties on“ $ 5. Nete. | 
Engliſh Goods in Spain, that had been much raiſed in conſequence of the [| 
Utrecht Treaty, were lowered to what they had been in 1667; and beſides, 

the French were to pay the ſame Duties for their Goods at dry Ports, 1 T7 
through which they paſſed by Land Carriage, as the Engliſb did for their NY” T7 
Imperts and Exports by Sea An Advantage to ENGLAND, which the 
TxeaATY of UTRECHT had not provided for ! 
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Thus we ſee, how the vulgar, home-bred Notion, of PECULIAR QUALITIES in ENG- 
LISH and IRISH WOOL (which, ſo far as diſcredited, is nevertheleſs by many of the more 
knowing, deemed an HARMLESS, if not, to our WooLEN TRADE, a BENEFICIAL ERROR) 
went near to have ruined utterly the beſt Branch of it; fince that was a principal Argument, 
whercon its Advocates relied, for ratifying the MosT PERNIC1OUS T'REATY abovementioned, 
of COMMERCE WITH FRANCE, | 


24. It | 
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4 Chap. 3. 14. It was ſignified to the P Lords of Trade, &c. that Stuffs, Kerſeys 
5.3, Linſey Moolſeys, Flannels, &c. were manufactured in New-ExcLanp, tothe 
yearly Value of ir ry THousAnND PoUuNDs, | 
e 1716. 15. Exportation * of Wool and Woolen Manufacture from Ireland, being 


f 


"+ ag 113. Matter of freth Complaint: An Ad paſſed, for more effectual Diſco- 
© very and Proſecution of Offenders" in that Way. And in the Year fol- 
£1717, lowing e, Rux NACE op Wool FROM ENGLAND, occaſtoned an Order 
| Council ®, for * military Officers on the Coaſts, to affiſt thoſe of the Cuſ. 
* toms in preventing itz” while, for two Years ſucceſſively, Wool fold 
; Chap. 113. at a higher i Price, than it had done for ſeveral before, or at any Time 
GETS fince ; THEREFORE, under a Notion, or Pretence at leaſt, that the French, 
No. 1, 2, 3, and other Foreigners, could not work up 'thetr own Wool, without a Mix. 
E Chap. 114. ture of Engliſh or Iriſh, twas propoſed in 1717, by Mr. Carey *, Mer- 
chant of Briſtol, to have a Regiſtry thereof, under the Conduct of Ex- 

i Chap. 115. Ctſe Officers, But inftead of that, two AFs | were paſſed, with further Pe- 

$ 1.2. nalties and Precautions againſt Runnage. 

16. Since wearing, or otherwiſe ufing of Calicoes, dyed, ſtained, painted 
or printed in the Eaſt Indies, had been prohibited, the Buſineſs of print. 
ing, painting, flaining and dying them, had been taken up in England, and 
proſecuted with ſo mach Succeſs, that they had become a great Faſhion, 
and a very grievous one; by abating the Uſe of $:1# and MWoolen Manu- 
fattures of the Kingdom; even to the occaſioning a Riot of Sprttle-fields 
Weavers; which the trained Bands were obliged to quell. And a Perſon 

1 Chap. 116. ſtiling himſelf Merchant!, undertook, not only to condemn that Riot, but 
to juſtify the Uſe of Calicoes, as interfering (he ſaid) neither with ST, that 

1 much dearer, nor Worſteds ®, that were conſiderably cheaper. 

n Chap. 1179, 19. In Reply, the Weavers Complaints were held to be very juſt; and 
the Merchants Argument for Calicoes, extremely confident and fooliſh, In 
the next Se/fion of Parliament, ſo many Petitions were preſented on that 

Chap. 118. Head, with ſuch Reaſons given, that an AZ v followed, . 10 preſerve and 

9.7. encourage the WooLtN and Stk MANUFACTUREs of the Kingdom; 

and for more effeftually employing the poor, by probibiting the uſing and wear- 
ing (after December 25, 1722) of all printed, painted, ſtained .or dyed Ca- 

licoes * except thoſe dyed all blue. The like Prohibition was extended n 

| | | « 7 


* And here again, the old EAsT INDIA DiRecTtoR, Author of sERTous Ones 
RAT 10 


* - 
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« all Stuff made» of or mixed with Cotton, printed, &c.“ with an Exception : 1 

to Muſlins, Neckloths, and Fuſtians.” | 1 
1:8. About this Time ?, the Plague raged at Marſeilles; which putting : 1 he. 2 NN 1 
a Stop to the French Trade, Demands abroad for Engliſh Woolen Goods — 
were * thereby ſuppoſed to be greatly increaſed; in Fact, were ſomewhat * Chap. 123. | | | | 
iolarged *, altho' the Price of Wool in England, actually » fell; and con- Cp 1 1H 
tinued to decline, till 1728; while the Medium of Engliſh Woolen Exports &. 8. | | 
(from 1725) was increaſed, at the Rate of about Two nunDRED Tnou- No. 1b 2, 4 | 1 
AMD » POUNDS A YEAR, 4. 1 

19. During the Effects of the Plague in France, Wool. or Ian. 3. = 
having a leſs Vent there, was brought to England in greater Quanti- * Chap: 126. 
ties; and that is one very probable Reaſon why Tut Price or Woot abated — 
in ENGLAND, although its Trade abroad for WoolxxNs was increaſed. 

20. But the Cauſe of that Interruption, which had been between 1 
France and Treland, ceafing after the Year 1724; and England from n j 
Time to 1728, having conſiderably leſs from Ireland, than in the four | 
preceeding Years, the Commodity began to advance a little at Home, to 
the no ſmall Diſcontent of many Dealers, who thenceforward v project 
the having it in greater Plenty from Ireland; and, with that View, to get 
the Duty taken off from Woot, there, and from Iriſb Yarn, in both King- , 


doms *. 


Y 1728. 


21. It had been univerſally acknowledged, in the Time of Car. II. that TY 125. 


an Increaſe of Wool in Ireland, had hurt the Engliſh Grower, and through CY 126. 
him, the whole Kingdom. But in Proceſs of Time, that Argument, Chap. 59. 


was changed. One Writer » indeed was frank enough, to confeſs, a total Ch "FA 8 pf 
Subſtraction of Ir:þ Woot from England, would make its own a better 5. 5. f 


Commodity; but at the ſame Time inſinuated how unreaſonably impudent it 
would be in thoſe landed Gentry, (whom contemptuouſly enough he ſtiled 
Shepherds *) of England, to entertain a Thought ſo very ſelfiſh, 


TIONS, &c. e ſaid of THIS ACT *© It is certain that it has done a World of Harm to ſome of the e g,, 
Manufactures of ENGLAND, and particularly to the CITY oF NoRWiCH;; for whoſe Chap. 192. | | 
1 Berefit it was chiefly I a very People of that City are now ſenſible of it them- $. 17. 3 | 
„ ſelves; and one of the chief Promoters confeſſed before he died, that he found it one of the | 
« worſt that ever paſſed 7b. Rx asons our Author gives, are in themſelves Too A vo- 
LOUS to be worth repeating—Nevertheleſs ſee F. 44. Note; alſo Chap. 130. Note. | 
* As if the moſt brilliant Appearances in the Kingdom,” and innumerable polite, gainful 
Trades, thereon ne! had not a Part of their Support by RENTs paid from thoſe LAN DS 


on which the SHEEP of LAN; particularly are depaſtured, though affording WOOL to 
an IMMENSE VALUE, 


; 8 
r ana -> a 


22, How- 
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22. However, fuch a cavalier Way of treating "that Pvint, bein g not 

moſt likely to take, it was thought wiſer (we can't fay more honeſt) to 

4 Chap. 75. argue after a different Manner; by adopting a Poſition, ſome Time be- 
$. 13. fore laid down, wiz. that © the ſeeming Exceſs of Wool in England 
was “ not at any Time, becauſe WE had too much from TJrelans. 

but becauſe WE had not alt.” This was not otherwiſe to be 

* Chap. 125. made out, but by the old ſtale Syſtem, of one Third, Iriſh, or Eng- 


1 a a . 
hap. 126, liſh, being neceſſary to the working up of ALL FOREIGN “ Woo, —. 


* So that every Stone of Iriſh Wool ſent abroad, was an Acceſſory to the 
manufacturing of #wo Stones more Conſequently, every Pack of Nou 
brought from Ireland to England, inſtead of being ſent elſewhere, wat 
gaining a certain Vent in Manufacture, for THREE Packs. And there- 


* Chap. 126. fore, confefling *, that, primd facie, THEIR SCHEME was againſt the Engl;/; 


$. 4 Grower and Spinner both, either of which they knew to be hard ef Di. 


geſtion, they had nothing for it, but to affirm roundly what made ſo 
much for their Purpoſe, howſoever hard of Belief — Accordingly, in the 
Manner we have mentioned, they undertook to prove that every Intereſt 
would find its Account in Ir:/þ Wool, and in Yarn alſo, even to that of 
s Chap. 125. Engliſh * Spinning; which, it ſtood with their Purpoſe at that Time to 
** 126. ſay, was not only the deareſt earned Money of any, but an inconſidera- 
§. 16. ble Part of Woolen Manufacture — Alibougb, upon another Occaſion, it had 
rh, 84. been aſſerted v, that the Clothiers knew it to be above half. And certainly 
it is one confiderable Advantage from Woolen Manufacture, as an + Employment 
and Maintenance for otherwiſe helpleſs Women and Children. 


* /jz. Into ENGL1S$HL1iKt Goops, a technical Phraſe, borrowed from the Fx ERH, and now 
FIRST made uſe of to cajole the People of ENGLAND into a Belief, becauſe the FRENCH made 
ſome Goods which they called FAC DE ANGLETERRE, that THEREFORE, they muft 
needs be, either ALL, or in PART, of EN GLIISR, or IX ISH Wool: Whereas, although 
there are ſuch Goods, ſo made, in FRANCE, yet are many more there made, of the ſame 
Denomination and Kind, without any EN LIS U, or IRISH Wool, and thoſe allo for foreign 
Markets, viz. both for the SpaNnisH, and LEvanT Trade, ITALY, &c. (See Ch. 151. 
§. 11. 3 10. Ch. 158. §. 3-5-9. Ch. 164. f. 7. 9. Ch. 165. F. 1. Chap. 167 6. 9. 
Chap. 170. F. 7. 

tA {Ns & ſhort Wool made into Cloth, is computed to employ 63 Perſons a Week; 
whereof are 35 Women and Girls to card and ſpin it, beſides 8 Men, to ſort, dry, Cc. ſcrib- 
ble and ſtock card it, ready for their Hands, viz. FokTY THREE Perſons of the 63—— Ia 
the ſame Quantity of long Wool made into STUFFs, the Combers and Spinners ſhare is 
&21 10 o, in £43 10 6; and in Stockins { 20 17 © out of / 56 (ſee Chambers's Dia. 
oolen Manufactory) Bur As EvErRY THIN G 1s EVIDENT, wHich WRITERS Of 
THis KIND SEE NECESSARY TO ADVANCE: So NOTHING 18 CONSIDERABLE, THAT 

HAPPENS To STAND IN THEIR War. 
23. The 


* 
* 
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23. The Duty , was taken off from Woot, » in Ireland. But thoſe, on : $730. 
Yarn, remaining, 'twas thought convenient to affirm, that France not $. IP * 
getting the former, as uſual, admitted the latter to be imported 3 which 
before, ſhe would not receive *, « & 13. 

24. So many were Complaints at this Time, of Runnage, and its Con- 
ſequences, that the Lords addreſſed his Majeſty, © to direct the Commiſ- 

« foners of Trade, &c. to receive all ſuch Propoſals, as ſhould be laid be- 

« fore them, for preventing that pernicious Practice. The Commiſſioners, &c. 

after repeated Notices in the Gazette and other public Papers, reported 

(1731-2 ©) ſeveral Propoſals, they had received, as well from Ireland, as 4 Chap. 125. 

England; moſt whereof concurred in preferring ſome Scheme of Regiſtry ; 

ſuch as ſhould keep fight of all Wool, in both Kingdoms, from its being 

ſhorn, &c. till it was completely manufactured: but ſignifying, that Tuirs, 

in their Opinion, would be a very expenſive Meaſure at leaſt, if not, 

thro' Multiplicity of Accounts, :mpradticable, THEY, THEREFORE, recom- 

mended Regiſter Ships, for bringing Wool, &c. from Ireland; and the ra- 

ther, becauſe they were credibly informed, they ſaid, that feveral Britrfh 

Merchants had given much Encouragement to the contraband Trade of 

treland, by being deeply concerned therein, on their own Accounts, THEY 

gave it alſo further, as their Opinion, that in caſe an effectual Stop could 

be put to the illicite Trade of Ireland, in Wool, it would be highly proper, 

not only to admit their VARN, Duty free, as well as Woot, but to open 3 
ALL Pon rs, both of Ireland, and England, for that Purpoſe. 7 

25. The Commiſſioners of Trade, &c. reported alſo about this ſame Time, Chap. 155, 
a State of &, Linen, and WooLen MANUFACTURIES in the Britiſh F- 23, 24+ 
Colonies, and foreign Plantationsz not very favourable to the WoolEN 
| MANUFACTURIES in particular, of their Mother Country . 


26. What 


* As the FREN c themſelves are too wiſe, to prohibit exporting of Yann; and the 
DuTcn in Time of Peace buy up large Quantities every Year in Pic Axp f: S0 'tis less f Chap. 94. 
probable, THEY ſhould at one Time refuſe abſolutely, at another, court earneſtly that Com- $. 16 Note, 
modity, for its own Sake merely: Although, it is very eaſy to be imagined, that for the Ad- 
vantage of employing their poor in ſpinning, th oui prefer Wool to YARN; and not 
unlikely that, rather than forego their beneficial Trade with Ireland, for S1 LKS, BAND, 
and Ban WI NES they would be willing to take the latter, when, or ſo far as, they could not 
have Wool, RAW. | 
+ In which ReeorrT there is ſomething that merits Notice from thoſe who have any Re- 
ard for THE EnGLIsH Wool GROWER ; who muſt not export His Wool, nor wiſh 
the Exportation of it, becauſe it is a Commodity PECULIAR to ENGLAND and IRELAND 
(for that hath been the Plea) of which a like monopoliſh Advantage is to be made by the Ex o- 
n A aa 118 
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26, What the Lords Commiſſioners, &c. had mentioned, of ſeveral By;. 
t1h Merchants going privately into the Wooten TRADE or IRELAND, 
11735. was 5 ſoon after verified, by a public“ Attempt in one, to demonſtrate that 
b Chap. 129. the Rents and Labour of England being Too HiAH“, 'twas neceſſary to 
9.3.4. lower Born, by conſigning to Ireland a Share at leaſt of the Byit/jh Traf- 
| fit in WooLENs; urging for it thoſe ſame falſe Reaſons that had before 
| been given for importing, ithcut Duty, Wool, and YARN, of that King- 


dom; namely, that the French particularly could not make Chrh fir Expor- 
; Chap. 129. tation i, without one Third of one or the other, Yi, or Engliſh —— 80 
9. 5˙ that, in order to deprive THEM—By permitting the 1r:/þ to work up all 
their own, ONE THIRD ONLY, of that Advantage, CoULD accrue to Ireland: 
The oTHER Two PaRTs would be ſo much clear Gain to England; and 
an entire Ruin of ALL THE CLOTH MANUFACTURIES IN FRANCE, 


k Chap. 131. LISH, as the Doren make of their Spices k. And yet we find here, not only BRITISH, 


AY —ͤ— ee > — —ä — ͤ—»„V now 
— * S 


9. but or HER foreign Colonies, in Au ER ICA, produce Wool; and we are further told, that one 

Chap. 132. certain BRITISH Il ColoN y in AMERICA, could not pay for the Wooten Maxorac- 

j §. 2. TURE imported to them from GREAT: BRITAIN, if THEY did not take Wool from thoſe. 
| Chap. 127. FOREIGN COLONIEs, in return for Proviſions. AND SO MUCH IS INTELLIGIBLE—BvurT 

31. CONSIDERING THAT BRITISH COLONIES ARE PROHIBITED BY Statute (10 and 

m Chap. 85. 11 W. III. Ch. 10. m) To ExPORT, EITHER WOOL, or WOOLEN MANUFACI UKE, 

7. being of the PRODUCT or MANUFACTURE or any BRITISH PLANTATIONS, 


IT 1s NOT EASY TO RECONCILE THE TRADE OF that ſingle BRITISH Cotox v, as 

THERE SPECIFIED, IN THE WOOL OF FOREIGN. COLONIES. WITH A $TR1IcT 
OBSERVANCE oF THE Statute MENTIONED, ToUcCHiInG THEIR OWN WOOUL, 

*. As if the PRICE, of LAND, and LaBuUR, was any where, unnatural and arbitrary; not: 

n Chap. 114. ſubjet to a common Market n, and governed by the general Circumſtances and Commerce ot 

§. 20. Note, every Country : Or, as if there was ſome real NATIONAL INTEREST, diſtinct from that of 

| the MAIN Body of a Community, Lanp-HoLDERs, and LaBouRERS: Or, as if that 

could be for THEIR INTEREST, which is not to THEIR BENEFIT: Or, thai THEIR BFE 

NEFIT conſiſted in ſomewhat different from their PROF1T, viz. the PRICE of ith ir LAND 

and LABoUR. But thus, nothing is too much; no Gain ſufficient to ſatis y the | uxury or 

| | Avarice of certain particular WHoLESALE DEALtRs, JOBB-MONGERS (it we may uſe- 

) the Expreſſion) we ſay, THFEIXR Luxwy or Avarice; for whoſe Advantage does this Kind of 

Language and Argument conſult, beſides THEIR owN DEAR SELVES? Commerce, ſay THEY, 

beneficial; to Merchants immediately; ultimately, to Landholders and Labourers. And they 

ſay true, uf a proper Commerce, rightly conducted. But then, muſt not THaT BTENTFII 

conſiſt, Ir AT: ALL, in the SAME, or MORE, not LESS RENT, and LESS AGt>! 

THE PLAIN ENGLISH, THEREFORE, or THIS PROJECTING MERCHANT; WAS, 

s PROVIDER HE MIGHT BE ALLOWED TO DISPENSE WITH THE La Wo, and. 

ö IN |! EREST oF his CounTrY, HE KNEW How To GET AN ESTATE FoR IIA. 

SELF. ATTEMPTS, LIKE THIS, HAVE GIVEN RISE To almoſt a Proverb. z. | HE 

Ch. 93. MERCHANT! MAY HAVE A DISTINCT „ INTEREST FROM THAT OF 

9 1, HIS COUNTRY, (See more F. 27. &c. REMARK.) 


[ * 
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REMARK, 


27. We defire to obſerve here, by Way of Supplement to the laſt foregoing 

Note, 10t only our above Merchant, but ſeveral others (Mr. Poſtlethwait 

for ® one) e/feeming Land, Labour and Proviſions, Too DEAR in England, Dic. 
make that the Cauſe of a bad Trade, which wwe rather think to indicate a Mages Kc. 
good one; have certainly on our Side, paſt Experience of like Symptoms, with 

the very ſame Complaints, and ſeemingly at leaſt, the Nature of Things. For 

Example, upon the Diſcovery and Conqueſt of Mexico, (by which, Gold and Sil- 

ver becoming more plentiful, the Trade of Europe was increaſed,) the Price 

of Land, Labour and Proviſions, in England, did advance. And this Change 

Was a conſtant Theme of Complaint, from Henry VIII. e to the Beginning of 2 K 
James I. — be Cauſe being then, lei conceived and conſidered, than ſince, in pret: p. 94. 
more enlightened Times, one ſhould expect it might be, and indeed hath been: Chap. 15. 
Witneſs, the following Quotation from Biſhop Spratt's Hiſtory of the Royal Ch. 20. f.6. 
Society: By Mr. Poſtlethwait himſelf, viz. © The nion RaTE or 2 75 
« TriNGs is an Argument of the flouriſhing; and the CHEAPNESs, of 

« the Scarcity of Money, and ill-peopling of all * Countries.” 4 Chap. 184. 
28. Tuis, Mr. Poſtlethwait admits to be generally true in a Degree, and . f. 

that it was particularly the Caſe of England, ſome Time ſince ; but inſiſls, 

'tis not ſo now; BECAusE Rates for Labour are (he ſays) always governed 

by the Prices of Vituals and Drink—Prices of Viftuals and Drink, by the 

high or low Rent of Land; and theſe two latter, by the Number of Farms 

and their Contents, in Proportion to the who'e Number of Conſumers — But (aads 

be) a Demand for Farms in à greater Proportion than they were ell to be 

bad, hath not only enbanſed Rents, and, in courſe, Victuals and Labour; but 

hence it hath come to paſs, that an wer Proportion of People have betock them- 

' ſelves to Trade, Manufactures, &c. inſtead of Agriculture; which, if not 

remedied, by cultivating, more than hitherto, waſte Lands, ſo as to increaſe 
ſufficiently, both the Farms, and Produce, MuLTITUDEs MUST BE RUINED.” 

29. Here let us obſerve, FiRsT, this Poſition of Mr. Poſtlethwait's 

is not of a Piece with Two others of his own, elſewhere ; viz. © I. We have 

* not Mouths at Home to conſume our Produce *,” II. In how ict. 

< ſuperior a Port or Figure, as we ſay, do oUR TRADESMEN live, to dy K 
Aa a 2 what 


47 = * 


372 


s' See 


Chap. 184. 


9.29. 


t Dia, 
Vol. II. 
p. 262. 
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«© what the MIDDLING GenTey “ either do or CAN ſupport ?” But 2dly, 
Such hath been the almoſt conſtant Language of Engliſh” Writers on theſe 


Subjefts, ever fince Printing came into common Uſe, that were they to be 
wholly credited, we muſt conclude Things to have been fo continually goi ng" On 


from bad to worſe, that the Wealth and Strength of out NaTion would have 


been, long before this, utterly exhauſt ed and reduced to nothin ng : * Whereas they have 


For the moſt part been in a growing State. However, to Proceed with Mr. 


Poſtlethwait. 

30 Hz thinks our annual Improvements in Agriculture,, not equal fo aur an- 
nual Increaſe of People ; which he rates at 2 · Therefore, ſays be, an Increaſe 
of Produce ought to be in ſuch Proportion ;. and conſequently, at the End of 


360 Years, two fold, or the Double of what it was, before that Term; which 


be imagines it is not and why ?—Becavst eighty fix ſquare Miles of 
waſte Lands in England ARE NoT incloſed and new cultivated one Year with 
another : So MUCH i being, for that End, the due annual Proportion, in bis 
Opinion. 

31. Now, without purſuing Mr. Poſtlethwait thro' all his OS un. 
der this Head: I there is room to imagine, either the Fruits of this Kingdom to 
have been anunally increafing after the Rate of 43-5, or that they. are now twice 
as much ordinarily as they were 360 Years agone: OR, that the Deficiency, if 
any, is amply made up, another May: In ſuch Cafe, we think it muſt be granted 
upon his cun Principles, that a plentiful Suſtenance for the People is thus far 


Fully obtained, although not altogether by thoſe ſame Means (of cultivatin 8 


eighty ſix ſquare Miles, new Land, yearly) which be hath thought ſo effential, 
32. And we are very much of Opinion, no Perſon converſant in, and con- 


Aderate of theſe Matters, will diſbelieve, that by cultivating more Lands, and 


by greatly improving thoſe before in Culture, an Increaſe of Produce, equal to 
what Mr. Poſtlethwait accounts neceſary from bis Juppeſed Increaſe of Peoples, 
bath been fully attained hitherto ; nor is it impoſſible, or in the leaſt improbable, 
but that ſuch Improvements will continue to keeb pace with fuch Occafions for 
them, on an Average, i. e. one Year with another. 

33. Jo Be convinced of this, we need but to confider, how natural it is for 
all Perſons to proſecute their own Advantage, and to be conſtantly aiming af 


* Than whom, © a London Shoemaker (he «ſays) ſball keep a better, Houſe, ſyend more 
& Money, c. and yet grow rich too.” 
full 
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fill more and more z; bow eaſy, with Management, to male almeft any. Form 
ſomewhat better. by Time, 4 and how common it is for the Produce of vaſt Trac 
of Land to be increaſed in a, far greater Meaſure than that ſmall Degree. of 
1e in the Circle of @ Year, "He L 

34: Moreover, beve not ws Colonies abroad, and foreign Plantations? 
Are not both repleniſhed i in a-Degree, with People from their Mother Country? 
And are they not, the former eſpecially, /o many additional Farms? Were 


Uje and Service as they are? Do they not jointly contribute to ſupply that De- 
mand, Mr. Poſtlethwait expects from thoſe WASTE LanDs altogetber, 
which be imagines we have at Home 3 but, in fa, we think there are not; 
nor any Thing like, either the Quantity, or Proportion, mentioned by bim; un- 
leſs be confounds (beſides Lands abſolutely barren, therefore not to be ac- 
counted of) open Fields, and common Paſtures, under that pad eee 
which laſt Tg though capable of Improvement by Incloſure, are far from 
being literally, waſte Lands. 
35. Upon the whole, therefore, wwe are woe perſuaded, Proviſions 
ate not dear in England, for the Reaſons affigned by Mr. Poſtlethwait; and 
that the preſent uſual Price of them bath, neither that Cauſe, nor thoſe Ef- 
fects, he Jpraks of. (F. 27, 28.) 
36. Every Produce of a Kingdom will have its * and Downs, from its 
reater, and fer Plenty, through a conſtant V iciffitude of Things, which, like 
b Moon, are ever upon the Increafe, or Wane, periodically. And, beſides, that. 
the different | Value of Money | gives a different Price to other Commodities, an 
aFual Dearth of neceſſary Provifions, not to be prevented by buman Wi ſom, 
will ſomett mes bappen, from very unfavourable Seaſons. & calamitous Cheap- 
neſs is alſo poſſible, without regard to Seaſons (as was in the Reign of Car. II.) 
from the bad State of national Commerce. But apparent Plenty of Produce, 
for Continuanice of Time, with a ready V ent at competent Prices, as hath com- 
monly been the State of England, fince the Revolution (except for Wool, by 
Reaſon of its being monopolized) is an infallible Taken of @ thriving Com- 
merce, in the main; that the People are employed, and that Maney doth circulati. 
Tuxsk are Circumſtancrs, which making Money more plentiful and cheap, lau 
raiſed nomina!ly, and but nominally, Rents of Land; and which laue pri- 


moted, and will 6 Agriculture And, we 12 4 more fair and = 


they not originally intended to be ſuch? Or could they otherwiſe be of fo. much 


| $74 


v Chap: 44. 
§. 4» 5+ 
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Commerce for Wool would be a flill gronger Incitement to the reducin 7 of 
Lards into Severalty, and a State of Improvement, more and more, 

37. We think then, Mr. Poſtlethwait miſtakes Things entirely, in ſaßpbeſin [a 
Rent of Lands, as a firſt Cauſe; to govern the Price of Proviſions, Cc. Ox 
the contrary, Land is the Root and Foundation of Trade ; which adds to 
the Value of Labour—That, to Proviſions—and they again, to Land; 
where the Advantage does not flop, but continues to ſpread and circulate in the 
very beſt Manner. ; 

38. As to the Article of Rent, souꝝ Lanps being occupied by Owner; 
themſelves, Tross are neither high, nor low: OTuts are farmed cut vari- 
ouſly, not only in different Pennyworths, by different Landlords, but by the ſame 
Landlords, to different Tenants, who ALL, fell their Produce, without Diſtinc- 
tion, at cone and the ſame Market Price. | 

39. Many yriNciPAL OwNeRs, laudably enough intend the Occupants, 


* 


n mere Kindneſs to them, as their Vaſſals or Def endants, a beneſicial Tenure: 
And THosE are ſought unto and courted — But when it comes to bartering 


and bargaining, between the Landowner and Farmer; then is it Matter of 
Skill and. Diſcretion on both Sides; by which the Public is not, can- 
not be affected. But if one is over-reached, he alone will principally ſuffer, 
and the other only be the chief Gainer by it. The Produce of ſuch Farm 
0111 be neither more nor leſs, cheaper nor dearer.  _ 

40. Mr. Poſtlethwait miſtales further, about Incloſures, in imagining 
either Farms are thereby multiplied, or a greater Number of Hands employed 
in managing thoſe ſame Lands: On the contrary, as they are calculated to pro- 
duce more Fruits, with leſs Labour: So conſequ:ntly, it hath been accounted of, 
as one public Benefit reſulting from Incloſures, that the Hands thereby 


ſpared from Agriculture, were convertible with more Advantage, to TRADE, 


ManurFAacTuke, NAvIGATION, FisugRVY, &c. And if fo it were, that 
an over Proportion of the People bad been, and now uctually are, employed 
in thoſe ſeveral Vocations, as according to Mr. Poſtlethwait, thence u 
bave followed, low Wages in Proportion, for all Labour and common Ser: 
vice whatſoever (the Reverſe of which hath been long a Complaint ) and theſe 
low Wages, operating in the ſame Manner as a Scarcity of * Money, me 

| | | | ether 


\ * N | 19 7 „I N 84 io 1 | ; 
Much more, if operating together with a Sc AR TY or Money among the People, which 
he aſſerts to be the Caſe, more than heretofore ; becauſe THAT ALONE, upon his own Principe 


- 
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either have lowered the Price of common neceſſary Provifions (which is contrary 1 | 
to bat Mr. Poſtlethwait hath ſuppoſed) or elſe the Dearneſi of them, be com- "i 
plains of, muſt be ręſolved into an actual Want, i. e. a real Scarcity of ſuchProvi- | | 

1 


fons; which Suppofition is ſo contrary to Fact, that making due Exceptions, as | 
before obſerved, for inclement Seaſons, there hath been nothing like it, in Eng- : Il 
land, for @ conſiderable Number of Tears; and this the far greater Plenty, | 
| conſequently, lower the Price, upon an Average, of Wheat particularly, in latter, 
than former * Times, notwithſtanding the different Value of Money, will 
abundantly teſtify, againſt all ſuch modern Growlers. | gn 
40. DEAR LaBou, therefore, comparatively ſpeaking, and what Mr. Poſ- 1 

tlethwait calls an high Price for Proviſions, without either Want, or Scarcity þ 
of ſuch Proviſions (which netther is, nor can be pretended ordinarily) prove | | 
juſt the contrary of what. he afſerts — Nor are the Articles of Taxes, and 

Duties, in this Reſpect, what he * and others repreſent tbem; fince THOSE «x Chap. 1842 
lie not, as in ſome Countries they do, upon the real and principal neceſſary Pro-J. 3+ 
wſons, ſuch as proceed from our Lands: They lie not, for Inſtance, upon Bread, 

Fleſh, Fowls, Eggs, Milk, Butter, Cheeſe — As therefore, no Country in 

Europe, of the ſame Extent, produces more of theſe, or better, than England. 

does : So, if they, as perbaps they do (Bread excepted) ſell at a higher Rate 

lere, than in ſome other Places, tis only an Argument of ENGLAND having. 

MoRE Money and People, in conſequence of a BETTER TRADE, than ſome 

other Countries have ; even as, for the ſame Reaſon, Proviſions are commonly | 
dearer in the great Metropolis, than in leſs populous, extreme Parts of this 
Kingdom. P 4 

42. In vain, therefore, methinks, does Mr. Poſtlethwait gd about to poſ- | | 


: 
' 
| 
/ 
| 


feſs the Public with a Belief, that it would be better for LANDOWNERS THEM- . 
SELVES, their Families, and the Nation, if every HUNDRED PoUNDs Rent ' 


too, muſt have reduced in Proportion, not only the Price of Labour, but of Proviſions alſo, 
unleſs there was a real Want of the latter. | | 

N. B. We mean not here, to compare with thoſe Times of BIsnor FLEETWood's: 
Cuxo Nico PRETIOSUM, wherein is given the Price of Things for 600 Years; when tho' 
Money was dear, i. e. ſcarce, and other Things cheap in Proportion yet not unfrequently, 
through a Bad State of Tillage, was a great Dearth of WHEAT, comparatively, and particu»: 
larly, towards the End of the ſixteenth Century, even to ( 5. per Quarter.— But the true Me- 
dium Price, for 60 Years, from 1646 to 1705 incluſive, having been per QUARTER 
92 95. 10 d. 3: every one muſt be ſenſible, THAT exceeds vaſtly the medium Price for 20 or 30 | 
Years laſt paſt ; and of its being a clear Proof, :gainſt Mr. PosTLETHWAIT, that there hath. 4 . 11 
not been lately, neither is at preſent, the WANT or AGRICULTURE, which he complains of. | 
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of runits, wes reduced ro SEVENTY — And far better, thas if the ſame ſiouli by 
any Means advance fo ons BUNDRED AND. FoORTY—Mithough, true it in 
there mat a Time, and that, not many Ages ſince, when 4 leſs Rent than ſe- 
venty Pounds, fer ved all Occafions of a FamiLy, full as well, comparatinel, 
a ONE HUNDRED AND FORTY PoUNDs will do now. Bur tis not to be 
expected again, much leſs defired; conſidering what has brought about this Dif. 
ference; namely, an Increaſe of Money, by Increaſe of Trade ; which having, 
beſides the Introduction of foreign Luxury, raiſed the Price of ſeveral 
Things produced at Home, and particularly, of Labour, 'tis the very Rea- 
1 fon why ſo much more RENT, by Tale, is now neceſſary to maintain 
l | LANDOWNERS in their reſpective Ranks, than HEREToOFORE, 
i 43. And thus Things will, nay muſt, continue (for nothing elſe can pro- 
l | duce the Effect) till a Declenſon of Trade, and .a Decreaſe of People, and 
| Treaſure, brings us back to oUR priſtine Poverty A Revolution, which, we 
| are perſuaded, Mr. Poſtleth wait will not contend for — Who ſays, there is a 
: proper Point, at which, provided a due Quantity is cultured, Rent of Land 
will ſtop of itſelf. And we believe it, not only quite paſſrue to other Circum- 
4 ſtances, but that the Culture of Lands, in a reaſonable Senſe, is not neg- 
{| lefied, although no exact Quantum is, or can be preſcribed, or any Bounds 
| ſet to the Rent of it. : 
44. Bur, as à progreſſive, improved Huſbandry, in order to a growing 
Increafe of Produce, is always defireable : So tis only to be expected, in Con- 
ſequence of a Demand for Farms; which muſt proceed from a due Encourage- 
ment to Expence and Labour, by a ready Utterance of the Fruits, 401th rea- 
ſonable Profit Lich Utterance will depend upon the State of Commerce; con- 
ſeguently, will govern the Rents of Land, and Price of Labour: Not Rents 
of Land, THEM, or EITHER of them; Fox THAT 1s PUTTING THE 
Caxr, To G0 BEFORE THE Hokst. And the ſame it is, to expect, that 
GENTLEMEN will be at great Coſt, to improve their Lands, with other Views, 
or upon other Motives, than to increaſe their RENTAL, in Proportion at leaft, 
From this long but neceffary Digreſſion in Juſtice to the LANDED 
oF INTEREST, let us now return to, where we went off from our Hiſtory. 
71736. 45. The next public v Injury to Sheep Lands, was that, called the Man. 
«Ch. 130. ge. Att ; which gave a Sandtion to the uſing, and wearing of any Stuff 
Notes © Of Linen Yarn and Cotton Wool (the Warp being entirely Linen marufac- 
- Pured, printed or painted within the Kingdom==nn"W hereby, ſo far * 
| the 


Chap. 19% A SHORTER HN TOR. 

the Intereſt of Woo Growers, was, and is ſuperſeded, the Intention, 
both of the Galjcot: 4#-(1719) and of that agaimſt Ee India Mantfacrure, 
twenty Lears before; printed or painted Linens; or mixed with Cotton, 
being altogether as much in Uſe for Apparel and Furniture (if not more) 
as either of the other were, when judged ſo very prejudicial to our Home 
Conſumption, and foreign Trade for fine Woolen . Stuffs *. There is, it's 
true, this great Difference, in their Favour, that they are Home Manufac- 
ture; and ſo far a beneficial Employment gur, conſidering how 
large a Share of that Money, which pays for theſe Linen and Cotton Ma- 
nufactures, ariſes from THE RenTs of England, and THosrz RenTs, in a 
very great Meaſure, from WOOL ; which, as the Law is, muſt either 
be wrought up at Home, or rot in the Grower's Hands, there is a-Soleciſm 
in this Kind of Policy—A Diſregard of the Landowner's Intereſt, not to 
mention the Injuſtice of it: It is not (what the Calicoe Af was) for the 
Preſervation and Encouragement of WooL.ex MANUFACTURE (F. 17.) ; nor 


to THE GROWTH Or Wool. | 


the Appellation of The Golden Fleece — of being 10 England an inex- 
hauſtible Mine of Wealth, provided it could be kept, till wrought up, and 
the Wool, Norſted and Yarn allo of Ireland ſecured— Theſe (Engliſh and 
Iri/h) being a peculiar Commodity, of which ALL OTHER NaTions ſtand 
in need; infomuch that Britons might engroſs the work 'WooLtn 


Not only ſo; but there is ſo much likeneſs between EasT INDIA CALIcoES or CHIN S, 
and ſome PRINTED OR. PAINTED ENGLISH CoTTONS AND LINENS, that the former 
are not a little worn, in contravention, both to THE CAaLicos ACT, and alſo to the Sr A- 
TUTE.IL 12, W. III. c. 10. | 

+ Here note therefore: It is not the Home MAKING of Linen and Cotton Stuffs, which 
we abſolutely. condemn; ſince, beſides a manifeſt Propenſity in the People, towards wearing 
or uſing any Thing rather than WooLENs, fo far as the ſame can be avoided, probably ſome 
FF ger Confiderations render this Manufacture a fit Object of Encouragement———But this 
we ſay, that by Inclination,, and the Neceſſity of Things, being equally intent upon in- 
creaſing the Growth of Wool, as we are averſe 4 to wear and uſe it, the abſolute Prohibition 
on that Material, before, an ill-judged Meaſure, is HEREBY rendered LEss conſiſtent with pub- 
lic Juſtice and Wiſdom—Certainly, in conſequence of THIS ACT, ſeveral Species of Ma- 
nufacture from Wool being much diſuſed at Home, tis not only CHEAPER, and ſo far an 
Hardſhip upon the Grower j but THAT CHEzAPNEss is, what makes it more liable to be Ex- 
PORTED RAW ; which the Exgliſʒ Policy in general INTENDS by all means to prevent. 


o*® 
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conſequently, as was intended by / Statute * 1 W. M. c. 32. an Encouragement * Chap. 72. 
| 3» 


hap. 192. 
45. The above Diſcouragements were more unſeaſonable, becauſe Wool $- 1 , 
was now o at the | loweſt Ebb—But' though much diſuſed at Home for » Chap. 171, 
Apparel, and very little worth, to be fold by the Farmer; yet had it ſtill No. 5. 


8 Chap. 131. 


4 Chap. 19. 
§. 61. Note. 
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« Chap. 131. the Hollander: in their Spice © Trade) upon what Terms they RG 


§. 8, 9. (it is to be underſtood) was affirmed; and propoſed to be gerte by 2 Re. 

k $. 11, 12, giſtry of all Wool in Great Britain, and in Jrelend ; with ſtaple * Towns 

ih in the latter, for Wool and Yarn to be lodged in, under ſafe Cuſtody, 
till brought to England in twenty four regiſter Sloops of different Burdens 
—— The Expence thereof defrayed by a Tax equal to one Penny per 
Pound, of all Wotl in Great Britain &. 

E 1737» 46. Dealers in Wool, and Woolens, ever diflatisfied, vomplained * of the 


h Chap. 132. ſinking State n of the Woolen Exportation Trade: Appealing for Proof, to 


1 the Whole to its Runnage from England andi Ireland; therefore modefily 


k 1738, low Price, CLOTHIZRS had lowered by Confent, the Wages of their Un- 


7 * Regards. And this was inſinuated to have been the Cauſe of ſome 
= Chap. 138. Riots, Cc. one particularly in Wilftire. The Charge was in Part = denied; 


„ f. 13-21, 7anny of BLACKWELL * HALL FACTORS. 
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Taps 60 THEMSELVES, without a Poſſibility of * rivalled, and (like 


the Jow Price of Wool, and putting an Efe# for the Cauſe, they attributed 


prayed to be one incorporated Company, with a Power of executing all Laws 
in being, againſt Tranſportation of Wool O regifering all Wools in both 
Kingdoms —Of making BY-LAws—Of RALISING MoNEY FOR ALL THEIR 
PuRPosEs—Of being exempt from Poſtage — O COMMANDING the civil Ma- 
giſtrate upon Occafion—And that the Duties on 1r:ſþ Woolen Yarn might be 
taken off. 
47. Not content with the fingle Advantage of having Woor at « very 


der-workmen ; and beſides, were ſaid to bear hard upon them in ſome other 


but in ſome Inſtances confeſſed and vindicated, or excuſed; and beſides 
infiſting upon a then ſuppoſed extraordinary Want of Vent abroad for 
Woolens, the Blame, acknowledged to be due, was charged upon the Y- 


48. Aﬀer a great Run of Complaints, in regard to Trade in general, 

foreign particularly, and above all, concerning that effential Part of it, be 

1739. Exportation of Woolens, twas thought proper *, by ſome Perſon of Intel- 
ap. 139+ ligence, well affected towards the Seren and Miniſtry, to * repreſent, 
what late Improvements had been in the Trade, Navigation, and Manu- 
faFures of the Kingdom; and, for that of Wool EN MAanuFACTURE and 


* 


An extraordinary Scheme of Kindneſs this to LAND-O-W- WERSI 1ft, to lower the Price 
of their Produce, by introducing certainly a Glut of IX In WooL and Yarn. 2dly, to 
make them, and THEN ONLY, pay the Expence attending i it (ſee the next, $. 46.) 


ITS 
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17s) role Tah, to urge, that Travan Tus Nation" of . Turn 
ONE FHR A MORE” WOOL, TYAN TWENTY YEARS BESORE, 46. 7- 
VET WAs TERRE No QUANTITY: OF IT: LYING ON HAND, FROM ONE 
YEAR ro ru Next.” Which laſt, though it was a KNOW TRUTH, wor- 
thy of "Remark, (fee F. 83. Note.) yet was this Repreſentation eſteemed 
at that Time, but à Piece of State Flattery, or rather, miniſterial 
Puff. For the People having been eafily taught to think the Price of 
Engliſh Wool in England depended altogether upon its Exportation Trade 
for bal Goods : As they were by woeful Experience ſenſible how low 
the former then was, and for Years had been: So they wanted no other 
Evidence, or Arguments to perſuade them, that all which ManufaQurers 
or Merchants alledged, touching a | pretended Deaducſi of Trade in this 
Period, was true. And yet (it ſo came out near ſeven Years after, by Cu- 
tom-Houſe Accounts exhibited to Parliament) what the miniſterial Writer faid, 
was, at leaſt, ſo far certain, that the Exgiiſʒ Weolen. Exports had at the very 
Inſtant, of this Clamour, and TEN VERY Low PrIcs rox Woot, ex- 
ceeded what Bver had been known Id Any one YEAR BEFORE. 

49. A Tradition in this Kingdom, was very ancient, though a fooliſh 
one, that the Sheep of Spain were originally from * Cotefwold. And it 


r Chap. 1 


hap. 171. 


Ne. 5. 1738. 
was alſo aſſumed in Time, that none but Engi Hools would make * Chap. 12. 


CLoTH, alone: That thoſe of Spain, although from the Engiifh Breed of §. 15. Note. 


8 ha 
Sheep, and better d under that Climate, yet by themſelves were unfit, far I * 150. 


Manufacture; nor would they mix with any other than Eng/i/b * Wool: ; t Chap, 5 


and that too on Account of their original Affinity— But as this Notion 5. 4. 
did not anſwer every Purpoſe of Monqpoly: So it was after ſome Time 


improved upon by affirming, STUFF », as well as CLoTH, could not be « Chap. 51. 


made, without a Mixture of Engi/þ Wool, or IrifÞ ; which alſo was from 9. 3- 

Sheep originally Engliſh. And notwithſtanding that ever anon, ſome Wri. 

ter, better informed, or , mare ingenueus than the reſt, alike ridiculed 

thoſe Notions, and declared openly for reducing, by all poſſible Means, 

the Pxrce or Wool. i in Eng/and; yet the Geperality continued to build 

upon ſuppoſed maryellous Properties ia that Commodity, Exgliſt, and lid, 

for every Kind of Drapery; till now, in the Year 1739, a Perſon, wickont any 

other Name than hat af a.* //oelen Menufafturer, of Northamptenffure, writ- 

ing what he called Q&/ervations on Britich Idol, Ne. with Remarks onthe Wea! * f 140" 

2 Moolen „ of FRANCE, FLANDERS, and Horx aun, after 
B b b 2 in- 


370 
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informing the Public.” that i i t was. 4 0 e Bebe; 46" Londcelde Exel Ten 
= Woors peculiar for making of Cor nH, undettb6k? to lit" ftom his 
| own Knowledge, and what (he ſaid) he had been an Eye. Witnel of, the 

| ſingular Qualities of Engliſh and Iriſh combing Wool; . which, according to 
bis Repreſentation, ſupported by a Mixture of them, more or leſs, ar; 

the Manufacturies employed on combed Wool, in Hamburgb, Holland, Flan- 
ders, France, and ſome Part of Ger mamy— That, for Example, at 43be. 
| | 13-8. ville , there were not fewer than a THousanD Looms employed in making 

Li Paragons, beſides many others in Druggets, Serge, Cloth-Serge, Serge-Royal, 
| Shalloons, and STUFFS in Imitation of Norwich——Some mixed—others 

3 ALL ENnGLis# on Irisn Wool; there being about THREE nunpRED 
| to Wool. ComseRs in that Place; the like at Nantes and Amiens——Alfo 

| another Factory of the ſame Kind, and with the fame Materials, at Mon- 
1 f. 11. tidre in Picardy—At St. Omers, THREE HUNDRED and FIFTY , Loon, 
1 for CLoTH, beſides a large Number of Stockin Frames — The Hoſe, ſome, 
1 of ALL ENGLISH Woot, ſome, mixed with about Half their own—— 
d 12, At Liſle ®, a great Manufactury of broad, and narrow Cloths — near a 

8 THOUSAND LooMs making Camlets; ALL, of Engliſh, or Iriſh Wil—— A 
[| | much greater Number, in the ſame Goods, with mixed Wool—Alfo a 


GREAT MANY HUNDRED Looms employed in making Calimancees, and 
ſeveral Sorts of WORSTED STUFFS— At Turcoin, many thouſand 


OP Hands employed in combing, and ſpinning Wool, Triſh, or Engli/b—Four- 

n 8 * TEEN Perſons there, making Wool Combs — At! Roubaix, and in the whole 

Country, the People (like as in the Vet of England) were fully employed 

in making fine Calimancoes, Camlets, &c, the |fine/t, ALL, of Engliſb, or 

Iriſh Weol ; and a very great Number, with a Mixture of them — At 

| : Bridges , a great Manufactury of broad Says — At * Liege, ſeveral STUFFS, 
| J. 18 but principally Says, and Shalloons — At Antwerp, Hoſe, and STUFFS — 


. And all thoſe, Part, of Engliſh, Part, other Wool. 

. Fo. And in Fact, there are in theſe (befides innumerable other) Places, 
the many and great Moolen Manufacturies, making the ſame Kinds of 

$ Goods which he has mentioned; as may be proved by the Teſtimony of 

, | far more credible Evidences. 

|| 51. How far tis true, which he hath ſaid, of the Quantities of Engliſh 
and Iriſh Wool, there conſumed, is one Queſtion ; and another is, whether 


the ſame are actually neceſſary, as according to him, for mixing, in on 
an 


and for, working alone, in other Species of Goods? Which, howeyer 
they are anſwered, can make nothing, by his Account, for the Policy oF 

frobibiting abſolutely the Exportation of Wool, fince, firſt, if they are neceſ- 

fary, the Frobibition hath, plainly availed fo little, towards Prevention. 

52. And ſecondly, taking his Account of theſe ſeveral Manufacturies in 

another, Light; namely, that there are all thoſe Goods made, he ſpeaks 

of (which is true) and though no Wool, Engliſh or Triſh, could be had 

there, yet much of the ſame Goods would continue to be made in thofe 

very Places (which is highly probable *) in that View, there is not the 

Occaſion, alledged by him and others, for an abſolute Prohibition; although 

it being certain enough, that both Engliſh and Iriſh Wools are a Commo- | 
dity or Article of Traffic, in theſe and other foreign * Markets, the ſame * 9 182, 
is a Reaſon for caſting about, and trying ſome other Expedient (if ſu ch 
there is, and ſuch we hope to ſhew b that ſhall promiſe to be equally at k Chap. 196. 
jeaſt effective of the End wanted, without being altogether ſo injurious * 
to the Wool-Growing Intereſt of Britain, as not only common Senſe tells 

us, a Monopoly. muſt be, but abundant Experience proves it hath been; 
notwithſtanding that this Northamptonſhire Moolen Manufacturer attempted LEY 
to palm upon the Kingdom, for Hiſtory, what, if authentic, might go 

very far towards inducing a Belief that preventing the Exportation of Wool, 

is, in itſelf, a Means to raiſe the Price of it at Home. viz. 2 

53. TwWas now (1739) near twenty Years from the Plague at Marſeilles 

in Reference: to which he undertook to inform the Public of what he 

termed a plain Matter of Fact; namely, the flouriſhing State of Trade 


Although we ſhall demonſtrate (ſee F. 91-144) that Runxnact Or WooL from Eyg- 
LAND and IRELAND, is not inconſiderable in itſelf, yet do we think it very much fo, in 
Reſpect of the many large Manufacturies mentioned by this Writer; and vaſtly more, con- 
ſidering thoſe almoſt innumerable, if not greater, in the ſouthern Parts of RANCE: an 
Account wheteof'is already given i; and where no ENGLIs# WooL, or Ir18H,, is ſuſpected, i Chap, 151- 
or ſo much as pretended to be uſed or carried. And particularly, we cannot think that the PF I 4 
FOURTEEN k WooL Cons Mak ns at TuRCoIn (which are ſaid to be chen | re k Chap. 140, 
than in Low Don) would. want Employment, if vo Woot eſcaped from ENGLAND, or IX E- 5. 13. 
LAND, to FLANDER8—Nevertheleſ;, whenever the Wools of theſe Kingdoms, proper for the 
Manufactures of that and other neighbouring Countries, can be had at the fame Price with 
others of like 1 Quality, the Manufacturers of thoſe Countries will be ready to purchaſe them; 1 Chap. 191, 
and fo long as their Market Price is ſufficiently above that of ENGLAND, and TRELAND,-to 35==37> 
afford a Temptation to Runnage, there will be found Perſons diſpoſed thereto for Profit; and 
alſo Ways and Means of conveying both EnG1isH and IxIsH Woot. thither: For, to bor- 
row the words of a very late Writer, who calls himſelf a Man or KenT (which is to ſay 
a Man of Experience too) Though the Smuggler of T0-DAY may be deſtroyed or taken, 
« yet [the Practice] will never die, whilſt the Px ois and DZMAuD ſubſiſt. 2 

| | 5 an 
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882  MEBMQIRS r WOOL, &, Chap. 203. 
and (which, had been. hiaherte: unobſerved) the Price f ia thereby 
occalioned, when (as ſuppoſed) all Demand for it, ceaſed; and AU rus 

Woo and Yarn, of Jreland:; was brought to England, beewuſe'it cbuld 

not be run abrogd, Then (fays he) had Eng land x Cutremt Demand for 
all their Goods manufactured--and THEIR Wool was o THIRD dearer 
than in 1739 (the Time of his Writing.) --- Whence he concluded that if 
Engliſh Wool coul D be effectually ſecured from going abroad, it Mer 
riſe, as (he ſaid) 17 GEATAINLY.; DID when n l Oc- 
currence. MoH 2 | 
54. And ſo much was true Wool A Bt ena ain li at the 
Time of the Plague in France, than in 1739.---Yet was it not then, an 

N. 2 ge. advanced Price; but a fallen i Commodity from what it had been, two 
Years before; and probably, for one Reafon, becauſe (as he ſaid) a greater 

m Chap. 126. Share than uſual of Jiſb Wool and Yarn was brought to Bug/and =. 

8. * 55. The above Piece of Hiſtory, though in the main utterly falſe, yet 

affording a ſhort Argument that was not only new, but obvious to every Ca- 

pacity, and convenient for all the Purpoſes of hungry Projectors, was 
greedily entertained, and greatly improved wan; by Gong Writers, 
of that Stamp. 

56. One of whom, Mr. Webber by Name originally a Trader in Woolens, 
having nine Years before conceived a ſufficient Gain / to: himſelf and Com- 
pany, by a projected Patent or Charter for regiſtring all the Wools of 

Britain and Ireland; and for. that Purpoſe, preſented to the King his 

Scheme (recommended by a large Number of Hands) which his Ma- 

jeſty referr'd to the Attorney General, who difapproved it; from which 

Time therefore having made Application to Members of Parliament, 

without Succeſs; at laſt, by way of Appeal to the Public, he proceeded 

to publiſh his ſaid Scheme, and therewith a Narrative or pretended Hiſ- 
tory of the State of the Engliſh Moolen Trade, from the Peace of Ryſwict 

(1697) to the Year of his Writing (1739) ; wherein he laid it down for 

o Chap. 141. an invariable Truth, © That the Price of Hop! at Home was always 
* „ higheſt when the leaſt of it was exported unmanufatured ;” and, 
57. To ſupport this Poſition, the main drift of his Narrative, one Point 

of Proof, above others, whereqn he reſted his Aſſertion, was thiw— 

% That the Plague putting a Stop to all Intercourſe with France ; while 

they could get no Eugliſo Wool, the ſame roſe in England from even 


cc to 


» Chap. 141. 
Il, 
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- & (0 TWELYE PounDs, the Pack,” — which laſt, we have ſhewn already: 5, „ner 171. 
was the Reverſe of Truth; — un were ſome other” Parts of His Hiſtory,” 8 

Whence atvertheleſe, he proceeded to demonſtrate, from a Circumſtance 1 . 

e true, pemely:the en Price of Wool (5 /. and 4 J. 10 f. per Pack) that 

there was not one Third of the Woolens exported, which formerly had 

been, and might be again, if his Scux xtr, the moſt effectual for Frevention, 

ever beſore invented, thould be ſuffered to take Place. 

58. Before the End of the Year 1739, paſſed an AF for © taking off 

the Duties upon Woolen and Bay Yarn imported from Ireland to Eng- 

« land; nnd for more effeQually preventing the Exportation of Wool 

« from Great Britain, and of Wool raw and manufactured, from Treland, 

«to foreign Parts, reciting” that ſuch Exportations, notwithſtanding all 

« former Laws, were NOTORIOUSLY CONTINUED 4%, | i Chap, 1 

59. "Twas ſaid, for this Ac, that, by increaſing the Importations of P. 8 

Wool, and Yarn from Ireland, twould prevent the Exportation of THEIR 

Mos and Woolen Manufacture to foreign Parts, — But the former, for three 

or four Years immediately following, proved * not to be the Cafe. op 171, 

60. And againſt the Bill might have been objected, that, in cafe mort Wool G 1 

and Turn ſhould be imported from Ireland, Wool of Britain being thereby den 9.4. 

rendered. abe ger, twould only be exported thence in larger Quantities, fir nent = 

that Regin. But -Cuzarness of Wool in Britain being the Point prin- 

cipally  aim'd- at by certain Perſons; provided THAT was accompliſhed, 

THEY ere fully ſatisfied, without regarding other Conſequences. 

61. However, it was argued in Favour of the above Bill, and ſome 

Aſſurances were given that in Return for this Civility to Ireland, a Law 

would paſs there, in à Seffion approaching, to prevent efteftually the 

contraband 761006 in _ and Moolen API, , from that King "8- 

dom. 


0. I, 2, 3,4. 


leſs than a free foreign Trade, for TRIX Woolen Manufatture, would give 
content in Jreland.— And to make this go down, if poſſible, great were 
ſaid to be the Reaſons for it; fince . it would be a means 10 deftiroy Mevite- 
* by Thx work wooken TRADE or France,” “T 


63. __ a ren People in general e long e . 


, (+*.* 
-S | einn # 4-4 # 


02, Aroon accntfigly ee the Event ſhewed that nothing? Chap. 143. 
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vailed on this Subject, the Ignorance, and Aſſurance of Writers about 
it, were remarkably conſpicuous at this Time *. x 


193. 


on 64. For Example, in 1740, came forth A Tach, intitled, The Conſe- 

181. quences of Trade, &c. By A DxAPER or Lon po: importing * (for ſuch 
he ſaid, was the nature of Britiſh and 1riſþ Wool) that neither middling 
Cloths, nor any Kind of Manufacture could be made without one, or the 
other, — And therefore by confining TRM, Great Britain might have 
the furniſhing of ALL THE WoRLD with every Species of :good and uſeful 

158. Drapery. — That the FRENCH had, modeſtly y computing, r1ve Hunpsep 
Trovsand Packs from Britain and Ireland yearly ; which was an annual 

*y 10, Loſs to Britain of TWENTY E1GHT MILL1oNs Sterling; and Twice = $0 
MUCH Gain to the FRENCH — all which (he ſaid) might be prevented; 
and THE FRENCH WooLEN TRADE TOTALLY RUIN'D, by carrying into 
Execution Mr. Webber's Scheme of a Regiſtry in Charter. 

Ke. 65. Many Schemes beſides were produced; from which the Authors 


preſumed much; without affording a reaſonable Proſpe& of performing 
any Part of what was wanted, 


66. One Prxsox, falling into the ſame Thought with Mr. Cary of 

b Ch.114 Briſtol * ſome Years before, rationally enough concluded that a Regiſtry 
conducted by Officers of Exciſe +, might be effectual as any, for taking 
and keeping Accounts of Wool grown and manufactured. Moreover, a- 

dopting with Mr. Webber, and others, the Syſtem of Wonders to be per- 

formed abroad by a MixTurE of Britiſh and Iriſh Wooks, and repreſenting 

with The Draper of London, immenſe Quantities yearly run from Britain 


This Subject not affording Matter for polite Knowledge, had never enjoyed the Benefits 
of Criticiſm, in any degree ; but having been treated chiefly by Perſons under the Bias of In- 
tereſt and Prepoſſeſſion on ONE SIDE, and thoſe not well qualified in other Reſpe&s, as Au- 
. thors — hence it came to paſs, that like a fruitful field ill cultivated, it all along produced 
more WR EDS than Corn; but now, more than ever. — This indeed fixes no Blame on In- 
dividuals, as Scholars, or even upon any Claſs of lettered Men. [is not a Fault, but a Mis- 
fortune, ariſing from the Nature of the Subject. And yet, if any there are, as we ſuſpect, or ra- 
ther know, who indulging themſelves in more delicious Studies, or in PROFITABLE Purſuits, 
treat with Diſdain, a diſintereſted Attempt to reſcue his Country from Ignorance and Abuſe 
herein; let it be conſidered, whether ſuch are not at the beſt SurtRCILIOVs and PE- 
DANTIC. 

e Chap. 51, + Whether Mr. Carr in 1717, was the firſt who projected to conduct it by Exciſe-Officers, - 
$ 14. Note, we cannot ſay. — But a Regiſtry of all Wools grown in the Kingdom, appears to have been 
« Chap. 182. propoſed to the Public in © 1671, and afterwards to PARLIAMENT d in 1701-2; when the Cou- 
$.1.1701-2. MONS reſolv'd that it was the moſt effectual Method. And we ſhall ſoon ſee a more recent Reſo- 
Ch. 18 2. Fx lution of THAT HovsE, to the ſame Effect, with further Proceedings thereon, though not to 
fCh. 196. Execution; which ſhews again, as noted before e, the Trouble and Perplexities that have ariſen 
$1. Note, out of a Meaſure originally migjudged for what was intended f by it. 


and 


Chap. 2 A 8 ok TEN bd rv 


and Treland, Ar laid down an Eſtimate of 40 Loft, and poſſible Benefit 
to the Nation, not leſs than THIRTY Two MILLtons yearly—The Loſs 
not to be prevented, nor the Benefit obtained otherwiſe than by a Re- 
giſtry conducted with the utmoſt Strictneſs, even as he propoſed. 

- 67.” And'awby? Becauſe the French (he faid) for mixing, could afford 
TweLve HUNDRED per Cent. Profit for Britiſh or Iriſh Wool, rather than 
want it—That with every ſingle Pack they did get, THREE, or FOUR, of 
their own, was wrought up, to the making of that Glut abroad, which 
reduced ſo much as then was, the Price of Wool in Britain — Whereas 


(he added) When Ships lay Quarentine“ (meaning while the Plague 


was at Marſeilles 4. 6 das 0+ in England advanced from fifteen to THIRTY | 


« Shillings per T 
68. Not odateatib himſelf with this ſuppoſed Fact, for his only 


Proof (which indeed was moſt - falſe) he undertook, contrary to the Uſage x Chap. 174. 


of all other Writers who had more wiſely delivered, themſelves in general 


Terms, to explain how it came to paſs, that Engh/ſh, or Iriſh, was worth o 


much more a Pack (L. 78. as he affirmed) for mixing with French Mol. 
And this, unhappily for his Syſtem, he reſolved, not into any intrinfic 
Difference of the Wools, but of the Price of Labour altogether, in one King- 


dom, and the » other—And that too, without Authority. For Inſtance, “ Chap. 148. 
after repreſenting Engliſh, and Iriſh, vaſtly ſuperior to French Mooli; * 


order to bring his Calculations to bear in ſome ſmall Degree, he not only 


made both to be of one Price; but alſo the Manufacture from tbree Parts, 
bad French, and one Part, good Engliſh, of exactly equal Value, with what 


was made wholly of the very ſame. ſuperior. Engliſh Wool—Yet ſuch was the 
Infatuation of People in thoſe Times, that his Computations were held by 


ſome to be i judicious—Nor has it been unuſual for Perſons to be miſled byi Chap. 148. 
Men, who would be thought able to compute, becauſe they can put Figures fox 


gether—But even that was not the Caſe here. 


69. The Tra& already mentioned ($. 64.) being calculated to inflame 
the People; and with that View (aping in Title THE DRAPR's LeT- 


27 258 


TERS AT DUBLIN) K induſtriouſly circulated : It did produce in the next k Chap. 145. 
Seon then following, ſuch repeated Applications to Parliament, from va-F$- 11. 


rious Parts of the Kingdom, beſides the two great Cities of! London and, g, 13. 


Weſtminſter, concerning Runnage of Wools to FRANCE, &c. as gave Riſe to 
a Committee; which in the Reſult produced an Order to the Comm! Noners 
Vox. II. Ccc of 
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of Trade, &c. to prepare a Scheme or Method for regiſtering all ol, 
againſt the next Meeting of Parliament. 
"Yr 127- 70. And although it had before © been reported from that Board in their 
N Opinion, ſo far, an improper Meaſure, as that it would be attended with a 
Multiphcity of Accounts, and vaſh Expence befides : Vet, acting under in 
Authority not to be controled, THEY did prepare @ Scheme of that Kind; 
and laid it before the Parliament, Feb. 12, 1741-2: To which, although 
there were no. Objections conſiderable, that did not ariſe from the Na. 
#1742 ture of the Work intended; yet upon a nearer View, *twas laid a aſide, ag 
impracticable. Aud indeed A REGISTRY. os. Wool 7s to be deemed an In- 
cumbrance, no, way neceſſary in Propartion ta the Trouble of it ; as any Per- 
fon may be convinced, who will look into thoſe Accounts given, of the Faency 
Woorxx MANUFACTURIEs, in theſe Memoirs (Chap. 151—70) als in 
Memoirs of the Dutch, Trade (Chap. 92—96.) and likewiſe (Chap. 120, 121. 
178, 179, 180, 183.) of ather Kingdoms and Countries, beſides Brit ay, 
FRANCE, and IRELAND, producing“ Wool; and where Woolen Manufau- 
ries are eſtabliſhed. 

71, In 1743 », the Price of Wool in. England advanced conſiderably ; that 
of Coteſwold particularly; viz. from twelve to TwENTY SHILLINGS fer 
Tod. This in general, was at that Time heldito be the Fruits of a great 
Flow of foreign Trade; conceived to, ariſe from a then cloſe Alliance of 
? Chap. 171, Great. Britain, with the Queen of Hungary. But afterwards it » appeared 
No. 5. that, Woolen Exports about this Time, and of this Year particularly, were 

nothing comparable to thoſe of 1737-8. And from Glouceſterſhire 'twas 


® 1743. 


* Suppoſe by, way of Argument, a Motion, for taking and keeping all our Wools exactly 
regiſtered; and this previous Queſtion put, a very reaſonable one, viz. Whether or no the 
Thing in View by it, is really T ANTI? We venture to ſay, nothing leſs could make it fo, 
to conſiderate Minds, than a full Perſuaſion, or rather, Proof, that THEY are, as hath been 
often repreſented, and never more ſo, than was about this very Time, ſo far A NECESSARY FOR 
CLoTHING To ALL THEWoRLD BESIDESõ, that other Nations CAN NO diſpenſe with the Want 
of them, either raw or wrought. For certainly it is one Thing, to uſe all reaſonable Precaution 
to ſecure the Profit of manufacturing them at Home; another, beſides ſaddling the Public with 
a vaſt Expence, to ſubject innumerable Perſons to an intolerable Yoke, for what at beſt can 
do but little Service comparatively; as every one muſt be convinced who ſees, and will reflect 
how the World at large is circumſtanced, both as to the MATERIAL, and ART; and whence 
muſt needs be concluded that the Woolen Trade of - England reſts far more, upon other Springs 
than that of a Regiſtry, or any ſuch unnatural Meaſure ; name „ upon HoNEsST MAKING, 
FAIR DEALING, WisE TREATIES, and a PRUDENT DIsPogITION of CoMMERCE. 


And although, together with, theſe, it is very proper to make a reaſgnable Proviſion againſt ex- 
rting Wool ; Het are we humbly of Opinion, thak it is not the pyeſent Circumitance of this 

2 (ſee §. 71.) Fr f | 
adviſed 
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adviſed * by a Gentleman reſiding there, that . rhe Reaſon of ſich extraop- No. 6. 
« dinary Advance, in 1743, of CoTzswoLy WooLs, was not any Deficiency 

« in the Growth, of that Year, but the many and great Calls to France; 

« For ( added be) to on Shame be it ſaid, the moſt of oukR Woor was THEN 

« bought: by Commiſſion for HAT KINO Don.“ 

72. Notwithſtanding a moſt prodigious Increaſe of Sheep (occaſioned by 
the Dr/lemper and Mortality of horned Cattle, with other concurring Cauſes) 
beyond what EVER had been known RETORN, in the ſame Space of Time: 
Yet the Price of Wool from 1743, continued thereabouts the ſame, to 
1750; when for two Years, although yet more increaſed, it roſe till 
higher, by above 20 per Cent. | | 

73. Turs CiReUMsTANCE, ſo contrary to what they had been accuf- 

tomed to, for many Years, till 1743, at length tiring out the Patience 
of Dealers in that Commodity, they, under colour of certain Grievances, 
formed a Scheme, and made their Application to Parliament, for reducing 
the Buſineſs of Wool-buying into fewer Hands, a ſure Means to lower the 

Price of it. | | IE. 

74. Some little Emotion was hereby occaſioned ; and during the Stir- 
rage, a Point ſtarted and carried, of another Nature, but with like In- 
tention ; namely, for opening all Ports, to ſend out, and receive Iriſh Wool 
and Yarn— When, Wool dropping into the ſame low State, from which 
it had been raiſed, as mentioned (F. 71.): Nothing more was ſaid of Pitch 
and Tar Marks, falſe and fraudulent winding * And although it had 


hung 
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We would not hence be underſtood to ſignify that thoſe Complaints were wholly ground- 
leſs But this we mean to ſay, they were not, what certain Perſons then had principally 
in their View; on the contrary, as hinted above (F. 73.) their chief Aim was, to ſuppreſs a 
Species of Dealers, called Wool JoBBERs. wr 
N. B. That whole Affair having been treated largely by the Author, under the Title of 
A REviewoF THE MANUF ACTURER's COMPLAIN TS AGAINST THE WOOL GROWER, 
publiſhed by M. CooPER, in PATER-NoOSTER Row, and not yet out of print, we ſhall 
therefore ſay of it here no more than this—v:Z. The Complaints were of two Grievances, As 
IF quite recent, through a COMPARATIVE DEARNEsSS OF Woo Whereas, THIS LAST 
was what gave the greateſt Umbrage ; thoſe others being rather trumped up, or made a Handle 
of, to ſerve the Turn abovementioned Ne of them eſpecially, with a peculiar Effrontery, 
not unuſual in Leaders from the ſame Quarter, put upon their implicit Friends, for true, what, 
fairly conſidered; was in no wiſe credible ; namely, that Wool being dearer by the Stone, 
* than PITCH'or Tar, and dearer then, for ſeven or eight Years paſt, than of a long Time 
before; twas THEREFORE, ſince ſuch: comparative Dearneſs, become a general Uſage of 
« Grafiers and Farmers throughout the Kingdoms to load their Sheep' with a double * 
9 c 2 | | 
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Chap. 186. 


§. 1. Vote. 


t viz, July 5, by the t preſent, 4 


1750, 


proper Place for it. And we are not in haſte to 
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hung much upon the Grower's Hands in 1752, becauſe they were un- 
willing to let down the Price: Vet in 1753 being, reduced to accept ge- 
nerally about one Third leſs than in 17 5 and 1751, their Wool then was, 
and ſince hath been every Vear taken off, fully and readily, as at other 
Times. And by an Account * publiſhed 1755, the Quantity run into Boy. 
logne only, in the Space of about four Months, from October 1554, was 
ſaid to be upwards of six Thous AND Tops; more than one Half of it 
ready combed. * 


REMA R k. 


75. As mentioned, at our Entrance * on this ſhorter Hiſtory, the chief 
Point for Obſervation being, how far the Nation bath profited by an abſolute 
Prohibition on Wool, rather than the more ancient Policy, a Duty on that 
Material, ro PREVENT its being EXPORTED ? This is a Queſtion to be ſolved, 


tc of thoſe noxious, bare Materials, merely To INCREASE THE WEIGHT or THEIR 
„ FLEECES; and for NO OTHER REASON. | 


Our Review, &c. diſcrediting utterly, after due Enquiry, an Aſſertion ſo extravagant — A 
Calumny indeed ſo baſe, was nevertheleſs calculated, 1ſt, to give all poſſible Redreſs of, and Se- 


curity * the Miſchiefs of Pitch and Tar Marks (not a novel Exceſs, with ſordid Views, 
but an old, 


unthinkiug 1 which inſtead of being increaſed, as repreſented, had in Fact 
been gradually wearing off) 2dly, to obviate fully the Frauds, with more Truth alledged, in 
winding ; and 3dly, at the ſame Time to divert a Blow obliquely levelled at THE PRICE or 


Wool 1TSELF, — Twas, in ſhort, equally deſign'd to help the main Boly of /«pþ/-d 


Complainants, and to prevent the ill-deſigning few of them, in that wherein THEY co- 
vertly meditated an actual Injury to others, even Manufacturers, as well as Growers —— Thus 
much we thought was juſt and reaſonable (the Rule of writing we had propoſed to oblerve) — 
And whoever deems that Work worth Peruſal, with this Key, may better judge how far we rightly 
aimed and executed, or not Tis, methinks, one Sign of our Impartiality—that ſome Perſons 
on both Sides, have been ſaid to condemn us; not in the ſame, but different ReſpeQs. 
Howſoever that be, now that we are upon the Subject of thoſe Tras, tis thought proper, ſor 
certain Reafons, to mention, as a Kind of ANECDoTE, our having wrote them, by ſpecial De- 
fire of THE M—Q-—Sof R- M How this came about, will perhaps aſtoniſh 
ſome; and the Hiſtory of it is more tedious than neceſſary, to relate here Tis enough to fy 
(accounting it no little Credit to ourſelves) that an Application for that End was firſt adviſed 


y G-—n-—r-—1 WiTH GREAT PURITY oF INTENTION 
——— But the EMIiSsARIES EMPLOYED (who had been AcENTS alſo to PARLIA- 


MENT in the $AME CAUsE) acting a low, though as THEY thought, very ſubtle Part, oc- 
caſioned a Miſunderitanding ; inſomuch that the N LE M—qQ=—s in particular, at firft 
Reading, did not reliſh the Performance throughout; yet confeſſed, that “ in feveral Regards 
« NoTHING COULD BE MORE PROPER”'—And, TO mis HonouR be it ſpoke About 
three Months after, HIS fourth, and LAST Letter to THE AuTHoR, concluded thus 

« As you was ſo obliging to undertake THIS WoRK art MY Application, T ſhould be glad 15 
« tnow, in what Manner I could, MOST AGREEABLY to YOURSELF, TESTIFY THE Ok- 
464 LIGATION; AND HOPE TO LEARN Ir.“ 


A very inquiſitive Reader will naturally wiſh to have the Sequel: 


But this is not the moſt 
unfold our Tale, ſo far as jultly we may, and 


by another Canal, probably ſhall do, 
| net 
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not from miſtaken Ideas, or imperfect Scraps of Intelligence; but from a clear 
cumprebenſue View of CixcumsTaANnces ftated truly and fully: Of Facts 
regularly deduced, and duly compared. And therefore after a Detail of sven, 
in this, and ſome foregoing Chapters, we recapitulate here, as follows. 

76. England and Ireland Have Nor the boaſted Superiority beyond all 
other Kingdoms and Countries, in this Material, Wool; "MUCH LEss, 
any Thing like a ſole Power of furniſhing that Neceſſary for mne 
Moclen Manufacture. 

77. Not only the making of Day in England, but an Exportation 
Trade for it, is of far higher Antiquity than Qyeen Elizabeth lt flou- 


riſhed greatly before her Time—And as this Trade was not certainly much 


more, in that celebrated Reign, than from Edward VI. to the Beginning 
of it: So an Increaſe, if any, cannot be aſcribed to ber probrbiting the Ex- 
portation of Wool ; becauſe su never once did THAT in any Shape. | 
78. Although King James and King Charles, by Proclamations, at Times; 
and the long Parliament by an Ordinance, once, did inhibit the Tranſpor- 
tation of Wool; yet, when fo inhibited, being all along ſuffered to paſs 
abroad by Licences, thoſe State Edicts had not the Monoportisn Effect, of 
a Prohibition in good earneſt, by Act of Parliament, as ſince the Reſtor ation. 


Neither was the Woolen Trade of England, all Circumſtances confi- 


dered, more upon the whole, but probably leſs, from the Acceſſion of 
King James to 1660, than! it had been from Edward VI. to the laſt of Eli- 
zabel b. 

79. In 1660, not ſooner, commenced the aer of probibiting 406 
lutely and ſeriouſly, the Exportation of Wool: From which Time to 1678, the 


naniſfacture Trade declined prodigioufly, compared with what it had been» 


even during the Reigns of James and Charles I.— The Price of Wool was 
extreme low, beyond all Example; and an illegal Exportation of it, a 
conſtant Subject of Complaint. And although a Prohibition of French 


Commodities by Af of Parliament 1678, was of ſome Advantage during 


the remaining Time of Charles II. yet upon his Demiſe, King James II. 


repealing the above Act, in Subſerviency to the Policies and Power of 


France, the fair beneficial Trade of England relapſed into its former oy 


State ; while that of Owling preniiled in courſe. 
$0. Under Kine WIILIIAM's Adminiſtration, the Prohibition on Wool, 


and of all Commerce with France, were proſecuted with Reſolution and 
Vigour, 
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Chap. 113. 
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Vigour. The Manufaftures and whole Trade of England, in conſequence 


of wiſer and better Meaſures in the general, than had been for a long 
Term of Years before, increaſed geatly; alſo the Price of Wool, for ſe. 
veral other Reaſons; yet not enough, the Woolen Trade, to prevent Com- 
plaints * on that Head, or in 'Fruth to afford any Argument for the Probi 
bition, preferable to a Duty. For Example, it was not comparatively, 
greater than in the Times of Queen Elizabeth; nor was there probabiy leſs 
Running of Wool, in this Period, than under Charles II. and bis immediate 
Succeſſor— At leaſt, it appears to have been a notorious Practice, during 
the whole Reign of King WIILIA A. 

81. LASTLY, as to the State of Things, fince 1701. 

From. Queen Anne's Acceſſion, to the Union, Rux x Ao appeared rather 
more than at other Times — Nevertheleſs, and notwithſtanding » Com- 
plaints on that Head, as before, the Woolen Trade kept its Ground, ſo 
far as can be judged, The whole Exports in 1703, were nearly equal 
to what they had' been in 1699, an extraordinary Year of that Kind; altho' 
it is to be remembered, Yoo! was even then confeſſedly and nNoTortousLyY 
run. In 1707-8, a Committee of Commons reported * that great Quan- 
tities of Wool had been clandeſtinely exported to foreign Parts. In 
1708-9, the Eng/i/h Trade was ſaid to be in a very proſperous ? State every 
where, particularly at Lisbon. For what more relates to this Reign, ſee 
(Chap. 182. F. 1.) 1711-12, 1713-14, 1714-5. 

82, From 1715 to 1728, the Price of Wool had remarkably its Riſe 
and Fall. When higheſt (in 1717 * and 1718) Symptoms of Runnage 
were ſtrongeſt, And being a falling Commodity for the laſt ſeven Years 
of this Period, 'twas then imputed to a Decay of Trade; which on the 
contrary appeared afterwards , to have gradually increaſed — Reckoning 
then an Increaſe of Wool, and the Practice of exporting it clandeſtinely, 
to have obtained at a/ Times, from its being firſt prohibited; probably the 
ſame was not leſs, during the Reign of King George I. than of King Mil- 
liam and Queen Anne, | 

83. And although the Medium of Woolen Exports from 1728 to 1742 
incluſive, by what we learn from thoſe Cu/tom-Houſe Accounts that have 
occurred, increaſed rather more, than in the foregoing Reign; yet Complaints 
again of Runnage, and a Decay of the Woolen Trade, were more and greater 


than ever. Not only ſo, but @ very /ow Price for Woot, during > 
| W 


/ 
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whole Term, was colourably urged in ſupport of thoſe Complaints In- 

deed, the Growth of this Material, in 20 Yeats, to 1739, being ſuppoſed *' 

to have increafed, one Third; and conſidering what had been the Caſe * Chap. 139. 
aſoretimes, and, which is much to be remarked, though extremely cheap, 97. 

'twas commonly bought up Year by Year * from the Grower — All theſe 
Circumſtances laid together, make it highly probable, that in. this Period 

'twas exported: raw, in at leaſt the fame Degree, as at any Time before: 

Which Opinion receives no little Confirmation, 1ſt, from the Lords in 


Parkament having addrefſed his Majefty ©, about the Year 1730, that © Chap. 127. 


« Tus COMMISSIONERS Of TRADE might be directed to receive, and report 

« all ſuch Propoſals, as ſhould be laid before them for preventing that pernicious 

« Practice.” 2dly, Afterwards the * Commons, in like Manner, that the 4 Chap. 145, 
faid CoMmis8toneRs ſhould prepare (which accordingly was done) 4 Þ 12. 
SCHEME, by Way of Prevention, for regi/tering all Wools grown in BRITAIN 

and IRBLAND; which ScutMe was laid afide, it is to be conceived, conſi- 

dering what Notions + then prevailed, only for the Reaſon of it, or any 

other poſſibly to be deviſed; being greatly inconvenient, if not in the 
Nature of Things, wholly impracticable. 

84. The ſudden Riſe of Wool in « 1743—Its holding the ſame Price, « Chas. 171, 
or thereabouts, for nine Years ſucceſſively, notwithſtanding an iticreaſed No. Vi. 
Growth of it; to the Amount, as allowed, of one Third MoRy, in that 
ſhort Space, upon a Medium (which we think: to have been the very 
leaſt) Its flowing ſtill: higher, in 1750 and 1751, although ſtill more 
conſiderably. increaſed — Its great Ebb; in 1753, and being from that 
Time bought up readily and fully as ever, are Phænomena not to be ex- 
plained by our Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts (nor any other Way to be equally 
credited) but (upon the Suppoſition of Runnage) iſt, by the advanced 


Plenty of Wool bought up Vear by Vear, from the Grower, whether the Price is more, 
or leſs, indicates moſt certainly, either A LARGE VENT rox MANUFACTURE, or an Ex- 
CESS1VE RUNNAGE' OT THE MATERIAL; or a Degree of BOTH But without con- 
ſidering this, it hath been moſt uſual to impute a lower Price for Wool to the Failure of 
Woolen Exports; an higher, e contra, to a Flow of that Trade See, therefore, what was 
the Caſe from 1743, to the Peace of Aix la Chapelle. (J. 110.) | 

Tue prevailing Notions at that Time were, 1. An immenſe Quantity- of raw Wool yearly 
exported, 2. A vaſt Advantage to Foreigners from it, for mixing with other Wools. 3. The 
low Price of it in ENGLAND, for the two foregoing Reaſons. 4. A Poffibility, conſequently, 
of raiſing greatly the Prices of ENGLIs# WooLs IN ENGLAND, by confining. them cer- 
tainly, as was expected to be done in the Method of a GENERAL REGISTRY. 


Price 


* — * 
4 9 me. + 3 * 


— 
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Chap. 193. 


Price of that Commodity in foreign Markets ; 2dly, by its falling there, 


afterwards. And of this, it ſo happens, we have ſome direct Proof. 


85. For Inſtance, the fictitious Sir J. Nichols hath informed the Pub- 
lic that in 1750 and 1751 (when, it is to be noted, they bore the hi gheſt 
Chap 180. Price in England) the fineſt long Wools of * Lincolnſhire had been e on 
an Average, at SIXTEEN PENCE a Pound; which (he ſays) was an Advance 


of twenty per Cent. 


But wHERE ? The Lincoinſbire Grower, though ſen- 


fible of at leaſt twenty per Cent. Advance, knew nothing of ſuch a Price 
as SIXTEEN PENCE fer Pound; which is THIRTY SEVEN SHILLINGsS FouR 
Prxcxk the Tod—Nor of that Price, within twenty per Cent. or any Thing 
like it. And, therefore, the pretended Sir F. we think, is to be under- 
ſtood of the fineſt long Lincolnſhire Wools at a FoREI6N MARKET, And, 
if ſo, that accounts, in our Way, for the Advance there was in England, 


about the ſame Time 


Again, we learn certainly from an AMsTER- 


DAM PRIiceE CoukAN T, March 15, 1753, that ENGLISH Wool ſold 
THERE, at from eight to ten * Stivers the Pound; eleven of which Stivers 
being equal to one Engh/h Shilling, that was from about a Guinea to 
2 55. per Tod,— A great Drop from 375. 4d. two Nears before! But very much 
in Proportion to the Fall of Wool in England; where it was ſold by the 


Grower for about one Third, leſs, in 1753, than in 1750 and 1751. 
Engliſh Wool in Holland, at from a Guinea to 25s., 
England was from 1435. to 175., is nearly the ſame Difference, as 375. 44. 
abroad, in 1750 and 1751, for Wool at Home, at about 245. 
Two InsTANCEs then prove that the Price of Engliſh Wool, at thoſe eo 
Times particularly, was about one Third leſs, at Home, than in foreign 
Markets; which Markets, though they are apt to vary; yet that of Exg- 
land being aLwars, fince the Prohibition, ſo much at leaſt, as mentioned, 
under them: It explains, for one Reaſon, 1ſt, why Engliſh Wool in Eng- 
land, hath commonly been at a much lower Price, and why it hath never 

; roſe ſo high, ſince the Reſloration, as oftentimes n before: It accounts, 2dly, 

for the almoſt conſtant Complaints, that have been, from that Time, of 

Runnage, and, as in courſe imagined, a declining Woolen Trade; evi- 

denced for the moſt part, according to vulgar Belief, by ſuch very low 

Price of Wool But here note, we ſhall ſhew, beyond a Poſjibility of Contra- 

diction, that though Complaints of a DECLINING WooLEN TRADE, have 


And 


when the ſame in 


THESE 


been 
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been a Mi ate, ever fince the Rx vol ur ion; yet RuxNACE of Woot. 

hath been no FiCcT10N ; but all along a REALITY. | | 

86. This laſt indeed, is the genuine Fruit of 4 Proy1nIT1ON; the Vir. 

tues whereof, its Force and Operation, are plainly. no other than an unnatural 

artificial Cheapneſs, which always did, and fo long as it continues, will 

produce RUNNAGE. , And though the Bulk of Enghſh Writers have 

conſtantly denied, and by aſſigning other Reaſons and Motives, have en- 

deavoured to conceal, the true Cauſe : yet our feigned Sir J. Nichols, 

otherwiſe Monſieur .. + » » of Verſailles, frankly admits it; as needs he 

muſt, aſter ſeeing all contrary Pretences ſubſtantially refuted—And there- - 

fore thinking it beſt to face args manfully, he hath had Courage to af- 

firm, that it is a VALUABLE * CixcumsTaAnce for England — That tbe k Chap. 180. 

 Probibition being in the Nature of a Lock to a running Stream, it holds Þ 13 | | 
up this Material to a Pitch of Plenty and Cheapneſs—nay, to an over- — 

abundance, or ſuperfluous Waſte, that mut paſs abroad — Yet the ſame | | 

_ dripping off inſenſibly, not without Expence and Difficulty, by private 

Ways and Means, of Owlers and Smugglers, tis (he ſays) quite the 

beſt that can be for -EnGLAND ; only” ©©' dimintſhing in other Countries, the 

Multi plication of THEIR SHEEP, more than it does the Work of ouR Ma- 

e NUFACTURERS,”” — Therefore (adds he) © Tut PRoOH1BITION OUGHT 

« To BE FOR EVER conTinvep.” . FRENCH KINDNESs! Counſel 1 Chap. 180. fi 

from FRANCE to its old loving and beloved Neighbour, England! 4 10 

87. But although this Gentleman hath, with ſufficient Ingenuity, put - $i 

our PROH1BITION in the very beſt Light it will bear, to be conſiſtent 

with Truth: Yet by his Favour, and with all due Thanks for his Bene- | 7 8 

volence : As, from the Reſtoration, it hath been almoſt inceſſantly endea- TM 

voured, though without due Effect, to ſtop thoſe Chinks, which neg- 5 f 
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lected, are apt to grow! wider by Time: So we preſume, it will continue 

to be thought the proper Object of Care and Contrivance ell were it 

if thoſe who haue "Things much in their Power, would club their Conſideration 

and Influence accordingiy! For, without giving into idle extravagant Notions 

e the Quality of Eugliſb and Iriſb Wools, either for mixing. 

or, Ge the Quantity run, whatever it be, is moſt undoubtedly wrought 

up abroad: So 'tis more likely, that the ſame, if poſſible to be retained | | 

at Homez might have a foreign Vent in Manufacture; or, if not poſſi- | 1 

ble to be retained, that certainly it might be diſpos d of, in a Way more 1 
Ver, D d d juſt 
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juſt to Inviduals, for the Public more beneficial And, therefore, inſtead 
of acquieſcing in that oppreſſive Cut AarNness ſo highly applauded ; inſtead 

| of approving that conſequential, and, we think, pernicious RuxN AGR ſo 

# m Chap: 181, wantonly palliated by an 'amphrbrous m Author, we ſhould now proceed to 

97 5, 9 what we are verily perſuaded hath a far more kindly Aſpect to the Nation . 

f | in every rational, worthy, noxxsr View——But , to evidence, as was 

iþ propoſed, that Complaints of a declining Wooken Trade have, from the 

$ Revolution, been founded in Miſtabe— or so, thoſe concerning Runnage 

if of Wool; reſuming ſuch Cuſtom-houſe Accounts as have occurred in this 

i eigbteenth Century, we ſhall exhibit them in ſeveral Lights, and thence 

4 | ſhew, how they witneſs with much Uniformity the ſame Things —— 1x 

| doing this, wwe ſhall defire at firſt to have it taken for granted (contrary to a 

1 Notion ſtarted latterly) that thoſe Accounts of Moolen Exports are not only 

0 the beft Rule of Compariſon which the Subject does afford; but for the Pur. 

Poſe, a tolerable good one Afterwards, we ſhall go near to prove them ſuch. 

88. Tnosx AcCcounTs we refer to, tis proper to mention it) are ALL 
of the Kind we have been able to obtain - Twey were procured by the 

Author, not without Difficulty, at three different Times, for ſo many diſtin 

Reaſons. 

| 4 FizsT, from 1718 to 1724 inilufive, as one Means to aſcertain what 

had been the State of Things at, and about the Time of the Plague at Max- 

* Chap. 171, SEILLES®z concerning which, much bad been ſaid, and often, that the Au- 

74 thor knowing in one Reſpect, and having Reaſon to think in another, ua. 

nor true; it flood with the Defign of his Work, i ſo, to undeceive the Na. 
tion in that Particular alſo=—-SzconnLY, from 1738 to 1743 incluſve, in 
order to fee what was to be ſaid' for the ſo sunbnEN Risz or Woot IN 

* Chap: 191, 1743» and whether that Intelligence he received from * GLOUCESTERSHIRE, 

| No. 6. was probable, or not=———=TRIRDLY, from 1744 c 1753 * inolufrue ; for the 

F OE 5 ſake of informing himſelf and the Public till further, of the true Reaſon why 

ö Moo] kept its Price for nine Years together, under ſuch a manifeſt increaſed 


i Growth of it, for ſundry Cauſes, that the like had never been known before 
| in this Kingdom; and which Continuation of Price, was more ſurprijing, 
becauſe, for five Years, it was a Time of War, and, ſome of it, Rebellion 
| LS too Circumſtances, not commonly favourable to the Manufattures and Trade 
y of any Nation H 'was ai curious 4% know, F the Reaſon * 
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namely, an Ebb of Trade, was a true one, for the Fall of Wool, one 

Third, in 1753- PET g 
go. Accordingly, we ſhall y1R8T exbibit the abovementioned Accounts, . 

in three diſtinct Periods, as they were talen, of sEVEN, 81x, and TEN 

vrAks; giving both the Total, and annual Medium, of each Period; which 

we preſume is a fair Way of confidering the ſame. NexT, we ſhall compare 

them, as the Nation was in Peace, or War. —— LasTLY, as Wool roſe 

or fell in Price, and as the Growth of it was increaſed. 
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91. The Total of * Waglen Exports 
from 1718 to 1724 inclufive, being 
SEVEN Years, J. 20740168 
92. Total from 1738 to 1743 in- 


— 


93. Total * from 1744 to 1753 in- 
cluſive, being TEN Years, 1.37371478. 


cluſive, being six Tears, I. 21003715 


The yearly Medium of Woolen Ex-, Chap. 71 
ports from 1718 to 1724 incluſive, No. 5. 
. 2962581, 29. 10d, "$54 
The yearly Medium from 1738 to | 
1743 incluſive, J. 3500619. 35. 44, 
The yearly Medium from 1744 to 4 Chap. 182. 
1753 incluſive, 3737147/, 16s. od. 5 4: 


1743 incluſive, beyond the Medium from 1718 to 1724537738 00 6 
incluſive, — 


95. The yearly Increaſe on a Medium from 1744 to 
1753 incluſive, ny ws Medium from 1738 to 1743 236528 128 


incluſive, 


96. The yearly jig ? on a Medium, from 1744 to 
1753 incluſive, beyond of Medium from . dn to 1724 (774266 13 2 


incluſive, — 
97. What bath been caged before * „ On thoſe Accounts (F. 91.) from r Chap. 174. 
1713 70 1724, is unneceſſary to be repeated---So that tis enough to obſerve 

bere, a PROGRESSIVE INCREASE OF THE WooLEN TRADE; ſuch as car- 

ries with it an Appearance of Probability, agreeable to the Sentiments of 

Perſons beſt informed, and willing to acknowledge this Truth, viz. that the 
whole Trade of England hath been in a growing State“, ever fince the 
Revolution; and more particularly for forty Years laſt vaſt. Its true, the 
IxcRREASR on 4 Medium, of Woolen Exports fromi738 70 1743, exceeds that 
from17 4.4 to 17 53---But conſidering a Chaſm in our Accounts, of 13 Years, from 
1725 #01737 imclufive, and withal, ſuppoſing it probable, that theToTAL of 1738 
ſingly (ſee 5. 99.) exceeds the MEDIUM of that Year taken with ſome preceding 
ones, it ſeems as if the Woolen Trade had been all along increaſing, ſome- 
what in the ſame, though not an exat# geometrical Proportion (for that is not 
Ddd 2 | to 


94. The yearly Increaſe on a Medium, from 1738 4] 6 


— 


; Chap 139. 
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to be expected, ) and this afferds one Mark of Credibility to our Cuſtom-houſ 
Accounts It is an Argument that they are not, as ſome would bave them 
believed, like ſo many Figures thrown together by chance, or at random. 

98. Tris PROGREssIVE INCREASE Zhen of the Woolen Trade we no 
| againſt Mr. Poſtlethwait in particular, who hath charged Perſons holding any 
3 184. ſuch Opinion, with arguing againſt * Demonſtration. And what is that Gen- 
| tleman's Demonſtration? A vain Pretence, that firſt, the Flemings ; ſince 
| the Engliſh, furniſhed the whole World with all their Woolens—— But that 
? lately, and, not till very lately, ſome other Nations had begun to chatb 
THEMSELVES and their NEIGHBOURS ——This we cannot allow to be true 
Hiſtory in any Regard, neither can any Teſtimony be offered, to invalidate 
what hath been here produced, to evidence that Complaints of a declining Woolen 
Trade have, from the Revolution, been founded in Miſtake - Nevertheleſs, 
the MepiuM of Woolen Exports from 1744 to 1753, notwithſtanding what 
Increaſe there is, beyond the MEDIUM from 1738 to 1743, proves to a real 
Demonſtration, Runnage of Wool in no /ittle Quantities, as will be evinced, 
before we diſmiſs theſe two laſt Accounts ; which we ſhall next compare, ac- 
cording as the Nation was in Peace, or War. 


Total of Woolen Exports in 1738, the Vear dae £, 8. d. 
War with Spain — . 4158643 00 
2 100. The yearly Medium of Moolen Exports from " 1739, 
pg 171-the Beginning of War, to 1748 incluſive, via. the Face 3327057 80 
8 182. Of Aix la Chapelle, 


— —uꝓä 


. 


— — 3 


£ —— — 3 
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/ W 101. The year:y Medium of Woolen Exports from 1 49, 

j Fu the firſt Tow of 1 eace, to 1753 incluſive _ a 94789195 for 
| 102. The Medium Decreaſe duringWar, from the 8 l 
| of 1738, 031505 

103. The Medium Increaſe, ſince the Peace, t to to 1753} 862,137 12 0 


104. The Medium Increaſe, ſince the Pace. to 17 53, 5 52 3 
exceeds the Medium Decreaſe during the Var, 305 


. Chas N. B. As there is nothing in all this but what is very probable x: So they 
| 


| 
incluſive (ſee F. 100, 101.) —— 
| 
| 


P.S. N op are Circumſtances that do contribute further to the Credit of theſe Accounts. 

105. LASTLY then (and wherein confiſts what of the marvellous they con- 
tain) to compare Cu/tom-houſe Accounts, according to the Price that WooL 
bore from Time to Time, and according to the Quantity produced. 


Chap. 171. 106. The yearly Medium of Woolen Exports, from 1738 8 0 
No. 536,78. to 1742 incluſive, when Wool was at the very ? loweſt, ; 3492-432 


107. The 
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| 107. The yearly Medium of Wooten Exports from 1743 1 ; 
(when Wool advanced conſiderably) to 1749 incluſive, | ; 
during which Time its Price continued much the fame 3492,130 5 3x Net 6. 
altho' the Quantity produced was greatly more. air 
108. The yearly Medium from 1750 to 1752 incluſive, _ 
when the Price of Wool advanced till higher, by at leaſt 40816 30 68 
20 per Cent. and the yearly Growth was prodigiouſly more 
increaſed, 4 

109. Total of Woolen Exports, 1753, when Wool fell 
about one Third of its Price, from that of 1750, 1751. 


110. The Medium Decreaſe yearly from 1743 to 1749 
incluſive (the Yoo! being more and dearer) compared with 


* Chap. 171. 


14223233 0 0 


the yearly Medium, from 1738 to 1742 incluſive, when, 301 2 82 
tho' the Growth of Wool was very much leſs, yet was it | 
vaſtly cheaper. * — Gs 


111. Total of Moolen Exports in 1753 (when Weol fell 
one Third from its Price in 1750, 1751) exceeds che {143603 13 4 


Medium from 1750 to 1752 incluſive, + — 
112. Since 


| . 5 \ 
* Here note (for 'tis much to be remarked, (aithough the yearly Increaſe of Woolen Exports 
on a Medium from 1744 to 1753 inclufive, beyond the Medium from 1718 to 1724 (f. 96.) 
was C 774,266 19. 24.—And although Wool, having advanced conſiderably in 1743, kept 
its Price for nine Years ſucceſſively, albeit *twas greatly increaſing in Quantity all along— Vet 
did the Woolen Exports of 1744 and 1745 * fall ſhort on a Medium, from thoſe of 1718 to a Chap. 182. 
1724, by £ 107678 per Annum. And even inthe Year 1743, when the Price of Wool did ſo F. 4. 
very much advance at once, beyond what it had ſold at in 1738, the Exports of that Year were 
leſs than thoſe of 1738 by { 617085 New from theſe, and other ſimi ar Circumſtances, the 
natural Inference is, that THs PRICE oF WooL IN ENGLAND is not governed, as commonly 
imagined, by the Increaſe and Decreaſe of either oUR Wool, or Wool EN ExpoRTs. And 
what then can poſſibly influence the Engliſh Market Prices forit, but ar ons CAus E, the more, 
or leſs Exportation of OUR Wool, RAw ; and as ANOTHER, the more, or leſs Agreement of 
OUR Wool Buy ras, among THEMSELVES? © | 
+ N. B. A Writer, occaſionally, of very great Conſideration, whoſe Perſon and Charac- 
ter we hold accordingly in the utmoſt Eſteem, regulating his Opinions, in 1752, upon this 
Subject, by the Voice of Traders, and that common Standard, the lower, or higher Price of 
Wool, ſays, with regard to the cheaper Seaſon (F. 106.) „Let them only look back and 
reflect on the Deadneſs of Trade, which, ſome Years ſince, was our unkind Situation; 
when the Wool, though not I ſuppoſe, above + of the preſent Growth, couLD Nor ALL 
© BE CONSUMED, and what was fold, was on very low Terms, full 30 per Cent. under the pre- 
“ ſent Prices.“ Again, for the Time it had been dearer ($. 107) „ Farmers, from the 
great Vent of our Manufactures abroad, enjoyed the Benefit of a lively Demand for, Revi 
Woo at a great Price.” —Laſtly, as if, when he wrote, the Flow was then over, and an 3, part III. 
Ebb commenced © the Woolen Trade (he ſaid) was in a tickliſh Situation” changed and p. 16. (ſee 
changing very much for the worſe But, obſerve firſt, F. 106) then (107) and again (5. 108, 74. Note.) 
9, 10, 11) how ill theſe ſeveral Suppoſitions agree with Cu/teom-bouſe Accounts all along---And 85 alſo 
this, we ſee it is, as the vulgar Proverb ſays, to reckon without our H. It verifies what 5. 123. Note. 
we have laid down in a Tract Þ before mentioned, viz. that ** from any other View . 44. | 
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112. Since the Increaſe of Wool is too evident to be diſallowed, we 
can have no Diſpute, about the Runnage of it being a certain Matter of 
Fact, with thoſe who deny a progreſſive Increaſe of the Engliſb Moolen 
Trade ; and, on the contrary, urge its having declined Year after Year — 


But, two Points, we maintain, are, 1ſt, the Moclen Trade bath increaſed 


progreſſively, 2dly, RunninG or Wool hath nevertheleſs prevailed in ng 
ſmall Degree. | 

113. The firſt of theſe appears evidently (5 91—96), and in Order to 
prove the ſecond, viz. that RunninG or Wool is no Chimera, we defire, 
firſt, to lay our Finger particularly upon the Ten Years Period from 1744 to 
1753 incluſive (F gz) compared with that immediately foregoing ($ 92) 
from 1738 to 1743, after which we ſhall greatly ſtrengthen our Proof, 
by ſome other Compariſons. 

114. The Medium Yearly Increaſe of Moolen Exports, in this long Pe- 
riod of Ten Years, compared with the fx, next preceding, was no more 
than 236528 C. 1258. 8d. But the increaſed Groutb of the raw ma- 
terial Wool, through very remarkable Incidents, far exceeded that Value, 
in the firſt Inſtance. bes 

115. Need we ſay what thoſe Incidents were that could, or did, occa- 
fion an Increaſe in England of Wool? Beſides many leſſer cauſes conſpi- 
ring, they were principally, firſt, The Diflemper and Mortality of. Horned 
Cattle; ſecondly, Several dry Summers, and ſome very favourable Winters ; 
thirdly, The advanced Price of Wool —This laſt, and the firſt, being too 
notorious to be forgot or denied, they are obvious Ways of accounting for 
the Increaſe of that Commodity being attempted; which tho' unkindly 
Seaſons might have fruſtrated in ſome Meaſure; yet was not that the 
Caſe at all; but the Reverſe; more than had been known for ſo many 
Years together, in this Century at leaſt. If it be aſked, how much was 
that Increaſe ? Tis impoſſible to anſwer exa&tly.—'T was confeſſed pub- 
licly to have been, one Third, more. And we believe, it was the very 
leaſt. * 

116. The Author converſing on this Point, with a ſenſible honeſt Gra- 
zier in 1752.— He did acknowledge that for his own Part, he had then 
latterly, grown 200 Tods of Wool on the ſame Farm (confiting wholly of 


4 Cuſtom-houſe Accounts, a Perſon can no more compare one Time of our wHoLE WooLEN 


4 TRADE with another, than he can ſee, or deſcribe the whole Kingdom itſelf, by aſcending 
« to ſome few Eminencies of it,” 
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incloſed Paſture Grounds, without any Right of Common in Fens, or &c.) 
which Ten Years before, had been uſed to produced him not more than 
about 100 Todt. And the very Reaſon aſſigned by him for this d:uble Portion 
was, the Diſtemper of Horned Cattle, that had in a great Meaſure obliged 
him to it; and beſides, the Price of Moo had been a further Induce- 
ment. This being a common Caſe of the County (Lincolnſhire) the King- 
dom almoſt, he was ſenſible the Increaſe upon the whole, muſt have 
been prodigiouſly great, and that one third more, was a very modeſt. Com- 
putation; eſpecially (added he) © conſidering, beſides what is a general 
i« Circumſtance, how much more than tao fold, that Stock hath been for 
« the laſt Ten Years, upon innumerable Fens and Commons in particular 
« uſually depaſtured with Sheep, although ſubjet to Diminution by rot- 
fing in wet Summers, —but for contrary Reaſons being ſound and 
« healthy all the Time, and far beyond what can be remembred for ſo 
long a Term together, the Flocks there have multiplied exceedingly.” 
— Moreover he took Notice that, © ſome large Diſtricts in ſeveral Coun- 
ties, before the Diſtemper, wholly addicted to horned Cattle, having 
i neceſſarily changed their Meaſures, large Quanties of Wool. * were then 
* grown, where it was not a Commodity at all, before.“ 

117. And therefore without pretending to eſtimate the whole yearly 
Quantity of Wool; or the Proportion of home Conſumption, to our Ex- 
portation-Trade for the Manufacture, we think it may be ſafely affirmed 
that an Increaſe of Woolen Exports, to the annual Amount on a Me- 
dium, of only 236528. 12s. 8d. was by no means in Proportion to 
the annual increaſed Growth of Wool.—If the latter was BUT one THIRD, 
on a Medium, the former was Nor one FOURTEENTH, Under theſe Circum- 
ſtances, the Avvanc'd PRICE or IT, as was the Caſe, is a Myſtery not to 
be unfolded, without a Suppoſition of RunNace, — eſpecially conſidering 
that, while the Quantity produced was ſo much leſs, a general Belief pre- 
vailed, of Wool being even THEN run: and though not in the exceſſive 
Quantities, that ſome extravagantly repreſented ; yet to ſuch a Degree, that 
'twas publicly and ſolemnly confidered, how to contrive a Scheme of Re- 
giſtry, for preventing it (ſee 5 49, 64, 68—70) fee allo 5 71. 

* Note, Let not the ,n REA DER object here, that to deſcend into vulgar Conſiderations, 


like theſe, is ſtooping too lo w; ſince without ſuch, there is no treating this Part of our Sub- 
ject, in a Way to be uſeful, that is, to come at the Truth of Things. 


118, But | 
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118, But further; if, varying our Compariſon, we take, of theſe Tey 

Fears, only Five, viz. from 1744 to 1748 incluſive, it will be found that 

the annual Medium from 1738 to 1743, (viz. of Six Years immediately 

preceding thoſe five) exceeded them by upwards of 215 5. Yearly , 

which ſhews the Affair of Runnage in a more clear and yet ſtronger 

Light. —Nay, if we leave out the Year 1738, as perhaps an extraordi- 

nary one, ſtill the Medium from 1739 to 1743, exceeds that of the Five 

next following Years, by near 84000/,. per Ann, —Or, if we compare the 

laſt Four Years, before Wool did advance, viz. from 1739 to. 1742, in- 

cluſive with the next Four, after ſuch Advance, viz. from 1743 to 1746 in- 

clufive, the Medium of the former, exceeds the latter, more than /.100000 
per Annum. | 

119. Laſtly, if we compare the Medium from 1738 to 1742 incluſive 

(while Wool was at the /owe/?, and the Qyantity far leſs) with the Medium 

a Chap. 171, from 1743 (when Wool advanced at once * conſiderably) to 1749 incluſive 

— (during which Time the Price of Wool kept vp, notwithſtanding that the 

Quantity produced, was greatly more) the Medium decreaſe in this laſt 

Period, compared with the Medium of that next before, was {.3o1 25. 8d. 

Such advanced Price of the Material, under ſuch an increaſed Growth of 

it, 01th even this laſt, though inconſiderably ſmall, Decreaſe of Woolen Ex- 

ports, inſtead of a very large Increaſe, as naturally one would have expected, 

is * no Way rationally to be accounted for, but upon the Foot of RuNxAGE. 

120, Viewing then our Cu/tom-houſe Accounts referred to, in each of 

the above Lights ſingly, they are ſtrong Signs of Mool-running; and con- 

ſidered all together, they prove it moſt evidently, againſt thoſe who will 

| have the Price of Wool to be the ſureſt Teſt of an Increaſe or Decreaſe 


* And eſpecially, among other Reaſons, from what was given in Evidence before the Cou- 
MITTEE oF PARLIAMENT, upon Petitions (1751-2) relating to FALSE WINDING oF 
Wool, &c. namely, by Mr. RAYNER of LEEDs, viz. that he had been glad to buy for s E- 
« VENTEEN Shillings, what formerly coſt him but TEN Shillings per Top. That the increaſed 
“ Price, for Seven Years paſt, was occaſioned by a LaRGE DEMAND FoR MANUFACTURE, 
| & making the SCARCITY oF Wool fo great, that if they had refuſed a Parcel for not being 
_ ce agreeable to Sample, they COULD HAVE HAD NONE, — that the old Clip from Year to 

40 '- had been ſo far conſumed, before the new came on, that it was with Difficulty they 
& could get WOOL, to ſupply their Combers.” (See Report from the Committee printed 1752, 
page 7—11). And truly 14 fv an enlarged Demand for Manufacture, (which plainly there was 
not) Combers might poſſibly be employed, as if it was ſo; ſince demonſtrably muca Wool uas 
I b Ch new exported, and probally a great Share of it ready comb'd, which is very much a Practice tue 
3 * 11. believe, for many Renſons ;, this in particular; that it is ſending off, only what 1s þ pure, and 
N $ 9. NN [raving the Droſs behind, 
Ch. 140. 875 | in 
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in the Woolen Exportation Trade; whereas in moſt Inſtances, we have been 


able to produce, it appears to be no Teſt at all. And particularly it is to 
be noted of 1753, (when Wool. fell, own THIRD or 1Ts PRICE, from 
what it had been, two Years before, and for which was pretended a 
Stagnation of Buſineſs) the Exports of that very Year exceeded the Me- 
dium of the three next preceding ones (in two of which Wool had riſen 
to the very higheſt) C. 141602 13s. 4d. (See F. 111). 

121. Our French, or Frenchified, Sir J. Nicols, aware of theſe frequent 
Diſagreements between the Price of Engliſb Wool in England, and Moolen 
Exports THENCE *, turns his Argument, in Favour to the Probibition, a 
contrary Way; and ſays, whenever the Material is LowesT in England, 
Exports of Manufacture, are then, always ions r, for that very Rea- 
ſon; and he calls to witneſs this, our Cuſtom Houſe + Accounts. But thoſe 


of 1749, 1750, and 1751 *, do not prove his Point, rather the reverſe. At 
leaſt they are an Exception to bis Rule, 


122. 'Tis true, the Medium Increaſe annually from the Peace of Aix-la- 
Chapelle, to 1753 incluſive, is £.862137 125, But that exceeding the 
Medium Decreaſe, during War with Spain and France, only J. 30552 per 
Annum : It by no means accounts for the Surplus, we muſt ſuppoſe to have 
ariſen, both from ſuch Decreaſe of Trade, (See F. 102), and from the 


fo very much increaſed Growth of Woot, as was indiſputably | in that 


Period. 
123. Neither 
& Moolen Exports b. * of has per Tad, from the ſame Farm, 

* 33 . 

Total 1718 „ 
nnn 

1738 4158043 ; "i; 23:4 

1743 354155 0 19 6 


+ What we believe oux CusTom House ACCOUNTS To wITNEsSs commonly on this 


Head is, that whenſoever Ex LIsH Wool ſells dearęſt in ENGLAND, then does RuUNNAGE of 


it prevail certainly rather MORE than at other Times; to which, as one Cauſe, is owing in 
ſome Meaſure the advanced Price of it at Home; but ſtill more, as another, to THE PRICE 
OF WooL IN GENERAL AT FOREIGN MARKETS. 

+ If that Surplus at leaſt had not been cland-ftinely exported, Wool in ENGLAND could not 
poſſibly have advanced, as it did, in the Year 1750 and 17 51.— Thus far then is verified again 
(which we have ſaid heretofore ©) „ What happened from Time to Time (meaning ever — 
che Prohibition took Place) not to be wanted here, hath ALL ALONG, tranſpired beyond 
ea.“ (See 523 Note). AND THEREFORE; if, without regarding the INCREASED 
GROWTH, or what was the Caſe aforetimes, we compute the Quantity probably run in this 

Vor. II. E e e WON: Period 


a Chap. 182 
9.4 


b Chap. 172. 
No. 5. 
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123. Neither was there a Deficiency in the uſual Imports of Wool and 

Yarn from Ireland, to eke out the Shadow of an Argument, that Way. 

: 2 182. Cuſtom Houſe Accounts, we have e, on this Head, from 1745 to 17 50, tell 
us that the annual Medium of both together in that Term, was 205532: 
4 Chap. 143 Stones, But the annual Medium, from 1741 to 1744 * incluſive, was only 
Cr 8 128911 Stones; and from 1726 to 1729 inclufive, not more than 1323984 
Stones. So that here was comparatively no ſmall Increaſe of Wool, as well 

as Yarn, imported from Ireland. Whence we might very plauſibly infer, 

firſt, As if the advanced Price of Wool in England had made conſequently, an 

increaſed Import of that Material raw, from IRELAND *; and that it is an 
Argument of what the Fruits might, and certainly inaeed would be, if, Rux- 

NAGE BEING ONCE EFFECTUALLY PREVENTED, Wool bore commonly a 

better Price with us; that is, if 'twas brought more nearly to a LEVEI 

with the MaRKET PRICE of EUROPE; but, ſecondly, We may, and 

very truly obſerve, how little ſuch increaſed Imports did in Fact avail 

towards depriving Foreigners at this Time, 194 5—1750, or muſt do at all 

others, ſo long as an illicit Trade from England ſhall obtain—that it is, as 

we have faid in a Tratt already cited oftener than once, only “ like pouring 

«© Water into a Veſſel already Edge-full, and running over +,” For that 


WAas 


Period, o L from the Surplus occafioned by ſuch Decreaſe of Woolen Exports, during the 
War, which in the whole was not leſs than SEVEN MiLL1ons; thence it follows that the Gas 
tity of Raw Wool, which did ACTUALLY TRANSPIRE BEYOND SEA, Was not in- 
conſiderable, | 
e Chap. 75, We have before obſerved e in general, that thoſe Imports from IrELAa np, tend naturally 
5 13. Note. to LOWER THE PRICE oF Woot, in ENGLAND; and we have ſhewed it in one In- 
Chap. 1 26. {tance f very particularly Neither do we eſteem this here, to be any Exception to that Rule. 
C 31. — But if we could ſuppoſe it was merely an Effet of Wool ſelling DEARER than common in 
Chap. 174. ENGLAND ; yet that doing ſo, moſt evidently, for the Reaſon of RUNNAGE THENCE, theſe 
§. 17,18, Imports were likewiſe ſome Cauſe of 1Ts BEING RUN STILL MORE,—lIn Truth, tis not 
only Matter of Surprize that the Imports of IRISH Wool ſhould have thus increaſed at this 
Conjuncture, when it ſold MUCH DEARER elſewhere ; but 'tis wonderful that any at all ſhould 
e Chap. 85, be imported from IRELAND, where of late Years, it hath bore commonly a BETTER PRICES 
§. 10. than ENGLISH Wool in ENGLAND; whence ſome have not improbably concluded, what of 
that Sort is done, ſerves in ſome Shape, by Way of Screen for an illicit Trade in the Commo- 
dity, on one Side the Water, or the other, if not BoTH. 

+ Review of THE MANUFACTURER's ComPLAINTs, &c, Part iii. page 43. (See 
$. 74 Note). Which Review, in ALL 1Ts PARTS, is perhaps worth preferving by Gen- 
tlemen, who are deſirous to defend the Wool Grower from THAT Orr RESsLON with 
which (we have it at the firſt Hand) they are till threatened at a CONVENIENT JUNCTURE. 
— But the Part we have here referred to, more eſpecially deſerves to be read and conſidered 
along with this Chapter, from F. 86, and ſome others that will follow, —Becauſe, firſt, Was 
wrote according to the then Appearance of Things, before Cusrom Housg ACCcouNTSs (893 


&c.) from 1744 to 1753 h, could be obtained by the Author. Secondly, The * = 


Chap, 182. 
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Was eminently the Caſe at the Time we are Jpeaking of. And we may be af- 
fured, Wool and Yarg from Ireland, when nat actually wanted, always did, 
and ever will but quicken the Current of Engliſh Wool 7 roREICN MaAR- 
xeTs, Thirdly, I is further to be noted from the Premiſes ($. 91, &c.) 
that h:wſoever guilty People of IRELAND are in the Matter of Wool running, 


THEY are neitber ſole, nor as Mr. Poſtlethwayt * with many others, thinks i Chap. 185. 
5 


them, principal Aggreſſors in that Way. | 

124. Upon the whole, after ſuch manifeſt Proof, 2 pofteriori, it does 
not ſignify againſt the Truth, of Wool BEING RUN from England, that 
we are at a Loſs to ſay, by what Canals it paſſes beyond Sea. Were thoſe 
known, they would. be damm'd up; but till, under the fame Preſſure, 
'twould burſt out in ſome other Places. 

125. It does not ſignify (what is commonly objected) that in the ordi- 
nary Method of Package, tis a l % Commodity, and that ee Seizures 
are made, if any, Cauſes are oftentimes to be ſeen by their Effects only. 
And we muſt believe many Things, of which we cannot have ocular De- 
monſiration, And there having been moſt plainly and indiſputably, not 
for a ſingle Start of Time, but a Succeſſion uninterrupted of ſeveral Years, 
an EXTRAORDINARY QUANTITY or Wool produced in England, the 
Conſumption off which at Home cannot be accounted for, by a vaſt deal; we 
may aſſuredly conclude its having tranſpired abroad, as if we had ſeen it 


go in entire Fleets, as heretofore *,—Tis ſome Anſwer to the foregoing « Ch. 16. 
Objections, that after a continued Practice of clandeſtine Exportation, for Y- 10. 


near a Century, it is the leſs ſtrange, if Perſons uſing it, are got into very 
ſnug Methods for the Purpoſe, beyond what was the Caſe formerly. 
126. Yet, not to reſt the Matter ſo, we urge the utmoſt moral Cer- 


tainty, for what relates to this very critical Period, in all its Circumſtances, 
1 


therein find, although ſome Arguments, nearly if not quite the ſame, yet others that are not ſo, 
but which may be judged collateral, or ſupplemental to thofe made uſe of here; and ſtill more par- 
ticularly in Chap. 196. WE THEREFORE RECOMMEND IT TO OUR ATTENTIVE REA- 
DERS for Variety Sake; AND THE RATHER, BECAUSE, As MR. LOCKE HaTH on- 
SERVED, “ Some Objects had need be turned on every Side; eſpecially if the Notion is NE, or 
* OUT OF THE coMMo Rob, [in which Caſe] tis not one ſimple View of it, that will 
gain it Admittance into every Underſtanding, or fix it there with a clear and lafting Impreſſion, 
Here are few who have not obſerved in THEMSELVES 0r OTHERS, that what in oNE Way 
** of propoſing was very obſcure, ANOTHER Way 1 expreſſirg it as made very clear and in- 
** relligible, though afterwards the Mind found very ttle Difference in the Phraſes, and wondered 
** why ox E failed to be underſtood more than the OTHER. — But every Thing does not hit alike 


every Man's Imagination. | | 
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from 1744 to 1753; the like whereto hath never happened Before, and can. 
not eaſily happen again: THE TIME of the Plague at Marſeilles was a Cri- 
terion 'not inconſiderable in one Reſpect. But that was little, compared with 
this—HERE was an evident, ſudden, continued, upon the whole immenſe, IN. 
CREASE OF WOOL, from a remarkable Conjuncture of known, un- 
common Cauſes ; not ov of which had any Tendency to create a Swell of 
foreign Trade for Moolens: NoR could other than foreign Incidents equally 
uncommon, even to a Kind of Miracle, have produced ſuch an Event; which 
Miracle would be ſtill heightened by this Conſideration, viz. That there 
are no Marks of it upon the Face of our Cuſtom Houſe Accounts—Lay- 
ing therefore theſe three Circumſtances together, 

Firſt, Nhat was the increaſed Growth of Wool? 

Secondly, What musT have been the Swell of our foreign Trade in Moolens, 
to have ſo taken it off, as to make and keep the Material at an advanced Price, 
and when yet more increaſed, to advance conſiderabiy n1GHER ? 

Thirdly, How LIT TIE our Cuſtom Houſe Accounts ſupport the Notion of any 
ſuch Swell, or rather how Much they witneſs the contrary, for Iv Years 
eſpectally : It muſt be accounted Scepticiſm in the higheſt Degree, to diſbe- 
lieve the Runnace of it in this Period, —Againſt ſuch very glaring Cir- 
cumſtances, ſuch united Teſtimony, a Difficulty of conceiving in what 
Manner 'twas perpetrated, ought to have very little Weight.— The Mat- 
ter deſerves rather to be noted in Britiſb Annals, as a Monument of what 
hath been, and conſequently may be expefed, ſo long as the preſent Policy on 
Engliſh Wool ſhall endure. 

127. However, beſides what profeſſed Owlers ® do, one other Method 
of ſecret conveyance, from Perſons, and Places too little ſuſpected, we know 
is, by Ecrews, &c. reducing it into a very different Form, and far narrower 
Compaſs than uſual for Wool, whereon is ſure not to be wrote, THAT 
Wor, according to Ad of Parliament. 

128. For Example, We have been informed by a Wool-Stapler of the 
very Place, who faid he had ſeen it himſelf, with ſome others, —That in 
a very conſiderable, (and remarkably Inland) MANUFACTURING TowN, 
had been exhibited to View, an Engine of the Kind abovementioned; of 
which the imagined Owner, then, and till, an Inhabitant of the ſame 
Town, was ſuppoſed for ſome Time to have made a large and profitable 


uſe; till, falling into Jeopardy from, if not having actually ſmarted _ 
be 
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the Law—This ſame Perſon being grown exceeding wealthy, and-willing 
conſequently to enjoy his ill- gotten Goods, with more Security for the fu- 


ture, had betook himſelf to another Way of Life altogether; leaving his 


former Courſe to Adventurers, with little or nothing to loſe. 
129. Or THIS OPULENT PERSON we cannot forbear mentioning (becauſe 
it is both very remarkable, and very much to our preſent Purpoſe) what 
was further told to the Author (after he had heard as above) by a Per- 
ſon of Diſtinction, who knew nothing of that Story How in an accidental 
Converſation, jocundly telling him, what Suſpicion ſome in his Pro- 
feſſion lay under, of conveying the fineſt Parts of Wool they bought, 
clandeſtinely beyond Sea Thereupon, ſaid the Gentleman, a worthy Ma- 
giſtrate, long accuſtomed to hear the Defence of Criminals for themſelves, 
He immediately began to proteſt his own Innocence, as to that Particu- 
e Jar, in ſuch a very ſolemn, ſerious Sort, that I made myſelf certain of his 
« being guilty'—And when the Author told immediately that Gentleman 
what he had heard, as related above, his Reply was, that though it ex- 
« plained to him the Manner; yet was he not leſs perſuaded of the Thing 

& before.” | 

130. We cannot diſmiſs THIs s AMR PERSON (who ſhall be nameleſs) with- 
out mentioning what we have been farther told of him, viz. that, inhabiting 
ſtill the ſame Town, very much in the State of Quality (being worth a 
Plum at leaſt) he is what they call there a Merchant, i. e. he buys of the 
Makers their Goods; pays for them in a great Meaſure by Draughts upon 
his Banker in London. Thoſe Draughts paſſing from Makers to Staplers, 
they are brought into the Country, as Caſh, to pay for Wool: And fo 
far is perhaps well enough—But (to crown the Character of .our Hero) 
in 1752, when the Combination was ſtrong and reſolute to beat down 
GROW ERS, HE, for one, agreed to give no Draughts in Payment, with- 
out a proper Aſſurance that they sHoULD Nor be applied to purchaſe Wool 
in Lincolnſhire particularly, before a Time limited. The very Time we have 
forgot; but it was later, by ſeveral WEEKs, if not ſome MonTas, than 
common; and the Reaſon plainly was, to make poor Growers impatient 
tor Chapmen, and in Courſe, more complying, when they ſhould come. 
131. Tis not a Matter of Choice, our having ſaid thus much 
that hath the Appearance of what we leaſt of all intend by it: 
Our concern being, not about Men, but Things: And we have only 
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Ser Pref. produced theſe Inſtances, to exemplify the double Grievance, Fraud, 
and Oppreſſion, which is too much a natural Conſequ;nce of probibiting 
abſolutely the Exportation of Mol. | Py 

132. By this Time perhaps it will be objected, that we have been long beg. 
ging the Queſtion with our CusToM-House AccounTs; for which is to be 
ſaid, in the firſt Place; if they are not in any Degree to be credited, touch- 
ing the Moolen Trade, tis impoſſible to ſay what is. Muſt the Word of 
Mool.- Buyers be relied on implicitly ? They will aſſuredly deceive Sellers 
ſo far as they can. Tis not to be expected from them, or other Tra- 
ders, as Individuals, that either they ſhould be ſufficiently informed of 

the whole Foreign Trade at any Time; or willing to ſpeak that Truth they 
do know, which makes againſt themſelves. In ſhort, tis the Cu/ftors- 
Houſe Accounts that MusT, if any Thing, becauſe nothing elſe can anſwer 
for ALL ENGLAND. And theſe we ſhall now prove to be, not only the 
beſt we have, but in the main, a tolerable good Direction. 

133. It happens indeed, as in moſt other Things relating to our Subject, 
this, of Cu/tom- Houſe Accounts, is but little underſtood. And beſides, ſince 
certain Traders in Woot have found the ſame to make againſt what hath 
been a current Opinion upon their Authority, they have taken ſome Pains 
to ſet them altogether at nought. 

134. They have, for Inſtance, denied to the Author - occaſionally, and 
to others, that Out-Ports took any the leaſt Cogniſance of Moolens ſbipped 
THENCE— Whereupon, we produced to them two Accounts: One, of the 
© ſeyeral Sorts and Quantities of Woolen Goods exported from London, be- 
« tween Chriſtmas 1749 and Chriſtmas 1750” Another, in like Manner 
from the OuT-PokTs in that ſame Year: When it was immediately af- 
firmed by the ſame Perſons, naming a conſiderable Out-Port for ſhipping 
of Woolens, that they were very confident, no Accounts of that Kind 
were, or could be tranſmitted from it: And for this they quoted the Col- 
lector of Cuſtoms THERE. The Author, to ſatisfy himſelf, deſired the Fa- 
vour of a Member of Parliament to learn from a chief Officer of the Cuſtoms 
at London, whether or no any Accounts of Moolen Exports were tranſmitted 
from Out-Ports in general, and from that one in particular? Both which 
Queſtions were anſwered in the Affirmative - Moreover the Author having 
in the mean whlie an Opportunity of aſking another Gentleman of the 


2 


Chap. 193- A SHORTER HISTORY. 


Cuſtom- Houſe, London, the fame Things, he very ſoon brought to him 
Entries of Moolens for one Month, at the Out- Port in Queſtion, LasTLY, 
becauſe the Collector of Cuſtoms there, had been cited with great Aſſurance ; 
Recourſe was had to him; whoſe Anſwer was to this Effect, viz. that 
Woolens exported, except in one Article (ubite Cloths) paying no Subſidy to 
the Crown, leſs Attention was therefore given to Entries of them ; and we 
may imagine they had but little of his Notice, whoſe Eye was chiefly to- 
wards the public Revenue, But (ſaid he) © the Contents of Bales are com- 
« monly underſtood to exceed what they are given in at, for two Reaſons ; 
« 1ſt, for the Sake of cheating ſomewhat in Freight. adly, when configned 
« #6 a foreign Port exafing Cuſtoms, to ſave ſomething in that N 
©« alſo,” 

3 Having on our own Part, ſome Years before, entertained a Doubt 
of Cuftom- Houſe Accounts, i. e. concerning the Valuation of Woolens entered 


there for Exportation, which paid 20 Duty; we received for Anſwer to 
2 Letter on that Head, as follows. 


Cuſtom- Houſe London, Oct. 19, 1744. 
a You want to be informed how it comes to paſs that the Value of our 

« Woolen Goods exported appears at the Cu/tom- Houſe, 
« Firſt, ALL Goops EXPORTED are entered in the Cuſtom-Houſe, whe- 
ether they pay @ Duty or not; by which Means we come at the Quantity 


* exported. And the Value is found on an Average, by rating the ſame _ 
« Qualities [i. e. Goods of the ſame Denomination] always alike. This 
is the Method that has been practiſed for many Years; and is a direct 


2 TR” 
« Anſwer to your Queſtion. 
136. Hence we ſee, whenſoever the Stile of Cuſſom-Houſe Accounts is, 


the VaLue of Woolens exported, it does, as it always did, denote more, 


certainly the QuanTITY ; and that is the Point we are mainly concerned 
in, as to the Queſtion before us, of Increaſe or Decreaſe. 

137. The greater or leſſer Quantity of Moolens exported, denotes a 
greater or leſſer Quantity of Wool conſumed that Way. And, as the 
Law ſtands, if the Quantity of Woolens exported is any way conſiderably 
leſs than uſual, while the Quantity of Wool produced, with the Price of 
it, remains the ſame, it follows thence, that ſome raw Wool alſo, as well 
az Manufacture, is exported; otherwile, a Redundance of the — 
wou 
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MEMOIRS or WOOL, &c. Chap. 194. 
would infallibly bring down the Price of it Much more, if that Diſpa- 
rity continues or increaſes for a Number of Years together. 

138. It ſignifies but little to the Price of Wool, how much more or lefs 
valuable thoſe Manufactures exported, are made by the more or leſs 
Labour beſtowed in the working of them up; or whether they are ſold 
abroad at a Price ſomewhat higher or lower; 'tis the whole Quantity of 
Wool in them, compared with the whole yearly Produce, that (laying 
Runnage out of the Caſe) muſt govern the Price of Wool, as the Law is. 

139. But admitting there is ſuch a Practice, the Price may poſſibly ad- 
vance, although the Quantity produced is more, and the Quantity exported 
in Manufacture, leſs; or which comes to the ſame, if Woolen Exports, 
though increaſed, are not in Proportion to the Increaſe of Wool; both 
which we have ſhewn, was eminently the Caſe from 1744 to 1753, ac- 
cording to Cu/tom- Houſe Accounts: Wherefore we ſhall now ſum up in the 
laſt Place what is to be ſaid againſt, or for them. 

140. Mr. Poſtlethwayt holds“, that no Man can make an Eſtimate of the 
Value of Woolens exported, from the Qyantity only. They may (he ſays) 
be miſtaken in ſeveral Species of Goods, as 1 to 4 or 5. And there is no 
Doubt to be made, as to the Truth of this Obſervation in Part, v/z. in 
valuing this or that Bale, or even Cargo. And whereas, he infers from it, 
in Regard to the Balance of Trade, a Poſſibility of miſtaking, to the 
Amount of ſeveral hundred thouſand Pounds fer Annum; although that is 
not impoſlible, yet, we think, not altogether probable ; but, if true, no- 
thing to the Point we are upon. 

141. The Preſumption is, that the ſame Quantities, in the Compals of 
a Year, always rated alike, according to their ſeveral Denominations will, 
upon an Average, be always nearly of the fame Value. And if ſome are 
over, ſome under, rated at the Cuſtom- Houſe—This happening without 
Deſign, the Difference in their Valuation, from the real Value, though 
always ſomething, is not likely to be much more in one Year than ano- 
ther ; much leſs, in a larger Period of fix, ſeven, or ten Years together, 

142. What then are the Objections to Cu/tom- Houſe Accounts of Weolen 
Exports, ſo far as relates to the Quantities entered from Time to Time! 
'Tis not ſaid that the Method in which they are taken, is changeable and 
uncertain ; or that Figures on this Head are there ſummed up with leis 

Care and Correctneſs than their other Accounts; but that Entries of I ele, 
are /eſs exact; than of ſome other Articles We admit they are—How comes 
it 


Chap. 193. A SHORTER HISTORY. 
it to paſs? So far as OUR Cuſtom-Homſe, is concerned, Exporters have 


not the leaſt Inducement' to fallify, How then? Some, it is ſaid, 


make Entries, for private Reaſons, of goods never put on board. Many 
ſhip off Bales containing more than they enter, for the ſake of cheating 
in Freight, and in Cuſtoms at foreign Ports, to which they are conſigned. 
But both theſe Inducements being always the ſame, thoſe Exceedings 
ate likely to be practiſed in al Years alike, Maſters of Veſſels are not 
inſenſible of them — nor Cuſtomers abroad Tis what both connive at in 
a Degree; which neither would do, were they to be quite arbitrary, in- 
creaſed ad libitum. 

143. We maintain then, that notwithſtanding ſome Unexatineſ in En- 
tries of Woolens at the Cuſtom- Houſe, even as to Quantity; yet becauſe there is 
no Reaſon aſſignable why that ſhould be more in one Year than another: 
THEREFORE, Cy/tom-Houſe Accounts are not only the beſt Rule of Com- 
pariſon this Subject does afford, but a tolerable good one; ſince, though 
they don't ſhew the exact Quantity, in any Year, yet they give with a good 


Degree of Certainty, the Plus or Minus, the Increaſe or Decreaſe, always; 


but never, to any conſiderable Degree, one, for the other Conſequently, 
theſe Accounts taken on a Medium, in Periods of 5, 6, or 7, a few Years 
more or leſs, afford a good Foundation to argue and draw Concluſions 
from, in the Manner we have here done. 
144. Which Concluſions are in ſhort, as follow. 
I. 
That the Woolen Trade of England hath for THIRTY FIVE 
YEARS laſt paſt to 1753, been progreſſively increaſing. 
IT. 
That notwithſtanding ſuch Increaſe of Trade for the Mantfacture, a 


Runnage of the Material hath been practiſed demonſtrably in no little 
Quantities. 


III. | 
That though the Woolen Trade hath been increafing upon the whole; 


yet not without its Ebbs and Flows, according as the Nation was at War 
or in Peace. 


x; 
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| | IV. 10 
That the Price of Engliſh Wool in England hath not (ceteris * paribus) 
riſen and fallen, as might be expected, with the Increaſe, and Decreaſe, 
of Woolen Exports, 
V. | 
That, conſequently, the Market for Engliſb Wool in England, is go- 
verned by other Circumſtances than our Woolen Exports; and more, 
by the Market of Europe for Wool, than by any one Thing beſides : 
Which as it covLD NoT be, without Runnage : So from that, and the 
whole Premiſes, is to be inferred, 
VI. 
That the Nation not having profited by an abſolute Prohibition on Moo, 


r Chap. 196. in the Manner that was originally intended ?; but very much the con- 
§. I. 


trary: THEREFORE, it is not the due Policy in Reſpect of that Material 


— — — — ' 2 — —— 


CH A P. CXCIV. 


Principles, or Poſitions towards a due Policy, in Reference 10 
the Wools of BriTAiN and IRELAND. 


1. R UT , however adverſary, at Times, or in certain Caſes, to 
particular Perſons, is, to the Public, always intereſting; and on 
this Subject, no leſs than others. 

2. SINCE, by innumerable Writers it is laid down, and held for a 
Point of the utmoſt Verity and Conſideration, that © the WooLEN TRADE 
« of England had its firſt ſolid Eſtabliſhment from Queen Eligabetb— and 
“e that it was effected by means of her PRoHIBITING + ABSOLUTELY 

AND 


* We know it hath been urged, and is commonly imagined, that a different Rate in 
foreign Markets for ManufaQture, makes all the Difference of | roo ſee from Time to Time, 
in the Material But we ſay, as ouR Laws are, tis impoſſible this ſhould be ſo; for that, 
acccording to THEM, by all Rules of buying and ſelling, the PaIcE or Woo would de- 
pend entirely upon what Proportion the Quantity yearly grown, ſhould bear to the Quantity 
conſumed in Manufacture, provided that Circumſtance, Runnace, was wholly out of the Cale. 
+ This pretended Circumſtance hath in it, for THE PRORHIBITIOR, much of what Mr. 
Lock calls, AR GUMENTUM AD VERECUNDIAM; a Kind of reaſoning, which he - Gan 
| om 
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AND SERIOUSLY, THE ExPORTATION OT Wool: Therefore, it is not 
a Matter of Inſignificance, that, evidently from the foregoing Hiſtory, 
THESE THINGS WERE NOT so Neither, many others, commonly ſaid 
on the Side of that Policy; eſpecially this, viz. that Foreigners, the Fxencn 
particularly, cannot carry on their Manufactures, without Engliſh or Iriſh 
Wool, to mix with their own. 

3- A Number, a Multitude indeed, of Untruths, which in the Courſe 
of theſe Memoirs, are ſeen to have been preſſed ſucceſſively and repeatedly, 
into one andthe ſame Service, is no Sign of their proceeding from a pa- 
triot * Spirit, or of its tending to a common Good. | 

4. The Service pretended, hath been national, by crometing the Woolen 
Trade: The Point all along laboured, an UNNATURAL, ARTI. CIAL, 
CuxarNxESse of BriTisn Woot; but, 

5. The Wool or Britain, conſidered by itſelf in the firſt Inſtance, 
is a rich annual Harveſt;—a huge Eſtate, with many conſiderable Owners 
—a large Fund of private Property ; on the Sale and Price whereof are, 
and under all Events musT be, vaſt Dependencies, of Taxes, Rent, La- 
bour, and Conſumption. 

6. As the Britiſh Woolen Manufacture is of immenſe Benefit: and they 
who conduct the Work, or labour in it, are therefore to be reſpected: So 
thoſe who furniſh principally the Material, ought not to be the Object 
of Contempt and Abuſe. 


7. Great and important as the Britiſh Moolen Manufacture is, the Ex- 
portation Trade for it is but a minor Part of the Wnoxx. 


| q Chap. 48. 
8. Of ſuch minor Part exported, one conſiderable Share is, to the RET. , 
Britiſh Colonies, and foreign Plantations; ANOTHER, in fine Cloths, made of F. 11. 
Spaniſh * Wool only F. Chap. 178. 
9. In 5. 16. 


from thinking concluſive— But if the Authority ſo built upon, is nothing more than a Fiction, 
then it becomes No ARGUMENT AT ALL. 

* They are in the Nature of px10Us FRAU PDS; which are evil Profiices 1 upon good Diſpo- 
ſitions - foul Deeds, under fair Pretences: At the leaſt, THAT PARTICULAR E ASR, 
which sucH UNTRUTHS have been brought to ſupport, in a Manner fo very remarkable, is 
more liable to Suſpicion and Exception, than if the 8UPpPosED FACTS, whereon it bottoms, 
had been, NoT PRETENCES ONLY, but REALITIES. 

Extract of a Letter from a M r of PC tt. Barn, May 16, 1756. 

„LI have got very well acquainted with a ManufaQurer of BRADFORD, who deals altoge- 
ether in the SUPERFINE BROAD CLOTH ; which indeed is the o LY MANUFACTURE 
in the Towns of BRADFoRD, T'ROWBRIDGE, and MELKSHA M He ſhewed me the 

Fff a « other 
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| 9. In regard to what Manufacture is made of Britiſh Wool, for Home 
Conſumption, and for the Britiſh Colonies, and foreign Plantations, there 

is no colourable Pretence of Occafion for an artificial Cheapneſs of that 


Commodity; and it cannot be of any the leaſt Uſe, for what is made with 


Spaniſh Wool altogether ; ſince that muſt coſt an Engliſh Mater the Max- 
KET PRICE of Europe. 


10. And therefore, a very unnatural, artificial, Cheapneſs of Britiſt 
Nool hath not that general public Utility, which many have pretended “. 
11. At the moſt, admitting, ſome Indulgence is allowable to Under- 
takers + in the Manufacture: Yet is there a Degree of common Juſtice 
due to the Britiſh Wool Growers, if not for their own Sakes, yet for their 
LANDLORDS, whoſe Affair, properly ſpeaking, it is, who, beſides paying 
t Se one * eſpecial Tax, and all others in common, muſt on their Parts, give a 


* 7 full Market Price for whatever they conſume and uſe. 
« O. ole. 


CHAP. 


te other Day, the whole of that Manufacture, from the Raw Woot, to the laſt Stage of it 
« in CLOTH He tells me he makes uſe ALTOGETHER OF SPANISH Wool; and 
„ never has the leaſt Mixture of EN GTLIsH; that the very fineſt of the LaTTEeR will not 
„% make CLoTH for Home CoNs UM TION;“ meaning, we ſuppoſe, what is called sUptR- 
FINE BROAD CLOTH But note, if Engliſh Wool will not MAKE thoſe Cloths, IT pays 
for no little Share of them—OQO#/erve alſo, according to the above Account, how ill Mr. PosT- 
LETHWAYT was informed, about the WooLs oF LEMSTER IN HEREFORDSHIRE bein 
» Chap. 184. no way inferior to thoſe of SEGOVIA in SPAIN;” how vain in Courſe, his Project for car- 
8.15. rying on this Manufacture of s UPERFINE CLOTH © without THE AID oF SpanisnWeor,” 
3 * NEITHER, I the Premiſes were not fo, is that Pretence of PUBLIC UTILITY, from 
an unnatural artificial Cheapneſs of the Britiſh Material, other than a Fallacy, 
Iv GENERAL, as before . obſerved x, tis far from being a Certainty, that Perſons WILL SELL 
x Chap. 181. accordingly as they buy, becauſe they can afford it But moſt infallibly, they wiLL NoT Buy 
$. 1. DEARER, for a Conſtancy, than they know or find they MUST SELL, becauſe thy CANNOT 
| AFFORD 10 do otherwiſe. | 
Is PARTICULAR, Britiſh Merchants, at @ common foreign Market, Spain ſupfoſe, or Por- 
tugal, will not, cannot underſell others in MANUFACTURE, becauſe the MATERIALS rf them 
were originally purchaſed at an Under- Value No, befides what INTERMEDIATE DEA- 
I E RS have before taken off from that Advantage, even the MERCHANTS will either raiſe their 
Goods to the Pitch of OTHER NATI1oONS; or ALL OTHERS mt come down to THEIR LE- 
VEL; which is juſt the ſame Thing. | 
In sHoRT, Labour and Brokage will always pay themſelves. Merchants will not deal, but 
for Profit; nor Workmen go without their W ages So that all NECESSARY REPRISALSs fall 
See Ch. at. in courſe upon the MATERIAL ; there needs no ART or CONTRIVANCE merely for that End— 
© Note But let Brokers or Manufacturers be their own CaRvERs; and they will LAY UP, or EM- 
* "  BEZZLE, what of right belongs to Growers and their Principal T Hos former will only fare 
Wa x; 5 ſo much better, THESE laſt, ſo much worſe. 
$ 7: * 8 + NMB. We ſay, Undertakers, not Manufacturers, ſtrictly ſpeaking, becauſe, though many 
8 & Nate, Things are demanded in their Names, and pretended often for their y Sakes ; yet tis very few 
5 138 that either they have any Hand in, or Advantage from: On the contrary, like Growers, they 
9 1 19. are perpetually bore down by the MonNEY'D DEATERS among them: For thus, from mo 
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The Heads or Outlines of 4 in upon 14. foregoing 
Principles. 


. 
OO L in the Fleece, and in intire Parcels, as commonly bought. 
from the Grower, to be ſubject. (by way of Prevention) to a Duty, 
on Exportation—if combed, or ſorted, to the Double of that Duty. 
IL | 
Woolen or Worſted, ſmall Skains or cruel Yarn, to be ſubject alſo to a 
Duty on Exportation; but in Bales of one certain Weight, after Inſpec- 
tion; to the End thoſe Bales may not contain any ſorted, or combed wa. 
III. 
A Duty, or Duties on Iriſh Woolen, or Bay Yarn imported to Britain; 
the ſame, as before the Statute. 12. George II. 
IV. 
A Premium of per Pack, for all 1: Wool in the Fleece im- 
ported to Britain, 


: 
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V. 

Wool and Yarn to be exported from certain Ports only, of Ireland, to 
certain Ports, in Britain, 
| 3 

No Wool to be carried coaſtwiſe, or upon any River, more than over 
a Fer ry, in the common Ferry Boat. 


VII. | 
A Premium of Pence, for every Pound Weight of Britiſb made 


Woolen Stuffs or Stocktns, ſtanding the Exporter to not leſs than 
Shillings, the Pound Weight, prime Coſt, from the Maker. 


: 
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count we hams ſeen, taken ſeemin ly with great Judgment and Exactneſs, of Wool (four 

Sorts in equal Quantities) its prime Coſt to STAPLERs: their Price to Mak ERS: what thoſe 

received of PIX E MERCHANTS = for their Goods: and THEY again fold them at; it ap- Chap. 128. 
peared that THESE LAST, and the STAPLER, had for THEIR owN SHARES OF PRoFIT 8. oy 
BETWEEN THEM, a very extraordinary Proportion, viz. not Jeſs than about TWO SE- ? 
VENTHS of the WHOLE SUM; which ſhews the sovERE1GN PowER oF MoNEy ; and 

that there is 1 to relieve che oppreſſed Grower, if not alſo the Manufacturer, properly 


ſuch. 
VIII. 
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REASONS, &c. Chap. 196. 


* 
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VIII, 
Iriſh black Cattle alive, to be imported to Britain, as before the firſt 
Prohibition (15 Car. II.) | 


C H A P. CXCVI. 


» Chap. 195. REASONS for preferring a Duty to an abſolute Prohibition on 
Art. I. | FIT: Wool. 
I. From the End that was originally propoſed by the latter. 
II. From the Properties of each, as Means towards that End, 
III. From the Circumſtances of other Kingdoms and Countries, 
beſides Britain and Ireland, in regard to Wool. 
IV. From the Conſtitution of civil Government in Britain. 
V. From the particular Circumſtances of Britiſh Wool Growers: 


I. 
The End, &c. 

1, IT was, no doubt, originally propoſed, by prohibiting abſolutely 
the Exportation of Wool (for ſo the Word, probibit, implies) to pre- 
5 vent totally its being exported; in order, as the © A# expreſſes, that 
chap. 32, © the Profit of manufacturing Enghſþ Wool ſhould be [wholly] to the 

People of this Kingdom *; and not [in any Degree] to Foreigners,” 
| 2, This 


* The Nation, jealous of its WooLENn TRADE, determined to prevent Foreigners from 
rivalling them, by means of ExOGLIsH Wool; and therefore, too eaſily believing ſuch to be 
a moſt infallible Expedient, reſolved upon prohibiting abſolutely its being on any IERNS 
exported—— Which though it was very expreſſive of what they DESIRED; yet by the Suc- 
ceſs or Event, is to be meaſured their JUDGMENT in that Particular If our Anceſtors 
appear to have miſſed the Mark aimed at, their Inexperience may excuſe it—But that is no Rea- 
ſon why Poſterity, once convinced of them, ſhould not refine upon the Miſtakes of their Pre- 
deceſſors. And the great Miſtake in this Caſe heretofore, or even now, of all well intentioned 
Perſons, we take to be this They were and are prejudiced in favour of THE PROH1B1- 
TION rather than a DuTy, merely through a wrong Combination of Ideas touching one, 
and the other; as if, becauſe the former DEs1GNS an utter Prevention, 'twas therefore calcu- 
lated to PERFORM more towards it, than the latter, which implies a Licence under certain 


. ConDITIONS; whereas we think juſt the. contrary ——— Certainly, in 0UR FREE CouN- 
TRY 


Chap. 196. REASONS, &c. 


2. This then, PREvENTIOx, and conſequently the Benefit to England, of 
manufacturing its own Wool, being the proper Touch-ſtone for trying the 
Two Meaſures here to be 8 we ſay, 

II. 
As MEans towards that Exp. 

3. The Properties of à Duty, and of the Prohibition, are ſo far ſimilar, 
that they have, each of them, a Tendency to reſtrain at leaſt, the Ex- 
portation of Wool. 

4. If for Example, a certain Number of Pence is to be paid, as Duty, 
* every Pound of Mool exported, the ſame muſt come certainly dearer to 
the foreign, than the Home Manufacturer, by all ſuch Duty, Freight and 
Factorage beſides; and theſe together, will, if not wholly fem, at leaſt, 
limit the Exportation of Wool, beyond what Freight and Factorage alone 
would do. And the Quantity ſo exported, will be known. 

5. On the other Hand, Runnage of Wool, the long experienced, con- 
ſtant, certain Conſequence of @ Prohibition, is attended with Hazard; 
which, Adventurers, reſolving to be paid for it, do always eſtimate at ſome 
Price; and that, neither more nor leſs than what the Difference (allowing 
for common Brokage and Freight) is found to be, between the ſame 
Engliſh Wools at Home, and in foreign Markets. 

6. For, conſider, without a Temptation, there would not be any tranſ- 
greſling in this Caſe—But the more Wool is run, the dearer it is made at 
Home, if not alſo cheaper abroad. The Smugglers Inducement is conſe- 
quently, and in Courſe, the Runnage of it, leſs. Contrary Intereſts thus 
drawing conſtantly different Ways; that fets Bounds to the Practice, by 
fixing the Profit from (which we call the Price of) it, for the moſt part, 
at ſuch a Rate only, for which, though ſome are found to riſque the 
Danger, yet are there many others, who will not. 


7. A Probibition then, in Conſequence of that Monopoly it creates, 


lowering the Price, and thereby (contrary to the End defigned) provoking 
Runnage, does but limit, inſtead of preventing totally, the Exportation of 
Wool. And ſo much a long Experience hath confirmed to us—Only the 
Ruantity exported, is unknown. 


TRY eſpecially, there goes ſomething to the making effective Laws, beſides a bare, 310 voLo, 
SIC JUBEO. Tis not, in WoRDs, the molt peremptory Injunction, that deſerves the Prefe- 
rence, but in a reaſonable, ſalutary Way, what, in FAc r, is likely to avail moſt. 


8, This 
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s Chap. 193. 


8. 111. Note. 


15 R E A SON S, 1 &c. Chap. 196. 

8. This, it's true, makes a Difficulty in the Compariſon — But where 
Certainty is not attainable, Probability is a good Rule to go by—And %e 
think it not impoſſible, but very probable, for a Duty to be ſubſtituted, with 
Advantage; by its being in certain Reſpects different from the Prohibition. 

9. We will ſuppoſe, therefore, this Duty, in favour to Manufacturers, 
and for a public Good, to be the bigheſt practicable, i. e. the higheſt that 
WILL Nor be eluded by Runnage If it will, tis the very ſame as a Pro- 
hibition; and though increaſed afterwards, ever ſo much, can have no ad- 
ditional efficacy, beyond what it had before. 

10. Hence, tis a Maxim, in Reſpect of Duties, to lower thoſe which 
are found foo high for the Intention of them Conſequently, by /ower- 
ing the Prohibition that demonſtrably is, to a Duty that will not be, eluded 
by Runnage, the End of Prevention, will be, if not fully, yet in all Pro- 
bability, more nearly obtained. 

11. At the worſt, by the very Terms of our Scheme, that pernicious Prac- 
tice, Runnage, being prevented; that it cannot be attended with any other 
Conſequence equally bad, may be argued. 

| III. 

From the Circumſtances of other Kingdoms and Countries, befides BRITAIN 
and IRELAND, in regard to Wool. 

12. Was THIS Material, either peculiar to THEsE Kingdoms, or ſcarce 
in the World at large, much might be ſaid, which otherwiſe can have 
no Weight—Nay, if Circumſtances and Things had been, as frequently 
repreſented, and at this Day, vulgarly * believed, a Regiſtry of Moo, Bri- 
tiſh and Iriſh, To conFINE THEM CERTAINLY, ought, long ago, to have 
taken place——But zheſe Memoirs inform us, from the beſt Authorities, that 
THis COMMODITY ig abounding in almoſt ALL Parts of the World; and, 
that no one Species of the Manufacture is ſo far proper to theſe Kingdoms, 


The worthy illuſtrious Perſon we have before d quoted, of great Knowlege, and a zealous 
Friend to the Woolen Manufacturers, far from either believing or repreſenting Things in this 
vulgar, falſe Light, ſays occaſionally : * As the ſelling of raw Wool was deemed an Object of 
66 Profit, before the ſuperior Policy of working it up at Home was learned; ſo the Govern- 


«© ment ſaw that the Buyers would look out for WooL ELSEWHERE, if they could not 
« buy with Security in England.“ | | 

N. B. WE MENTION THIS, Nor As AN ARGUMENT rox SELLING OR Woo 
ABROAD ; but only to ſhew, that in the Opinion of this R — t H—-b—-e Author (who, 
we believe, judged that Matter very truly) other manufacturing Countries can diſpenſe with 
the Want of it, i. e. CAN Bux for their Uſe, ELSEWHERE —— The Caſe would be diffe · 
rent, 11 THEY COULD NOT ; requiring conſequently a ſomewhat different Policy. 


but 


Chap: 496: REASONS, &c. 
but that the ſame are made in various Places elſewhere, of foreign Wools. 


And theſe are ſufficient Grounds for not being vaſtly anxious about 4 N 
Drop of the Ocean for not laying ſo much more Streſs upon the Quan 


tity exported, than upon the Manner of doing it; which nevertheleſs, there 
is great Reaſon to think, would not exceed, at moſt, in the Way of 4 


Duty, what has been, under tbe Prohibition. 


13. If ſuch Duty is properly calculated, certainly twould not — And if 
in the firſt Effay, it ſhould be found too little, the Remedy is eaſy, by 
increaſing it; and which we are verily perſuaded 'might be done, even 
to a moral Impoſſibility * of its being either paid for any conſiderable 


Quan- 


* The moral Impoſſibility, which we conceive, is thus. Whatever Difference there is com- 
monly, between the Price of ENOLIsH Wool in ENGLAND, and at foreign Markets 
THAT, is both the higheſt Encouragement that can be commonly afforded, as a Temptation 
or Inducement to, and the loweſt Conſideration that will be commonly accepted for, the Ris qux 
or RUNNAGE—Becauſe, if, on the one hand, more would be given, or on the aha 
taken, there would be more Adventurers, and the Quantity exported ſo much the more—But 
whatever Variations there may have been, upon particular Occaſions, or by Means of parti. 


cular Opportunities, the Inducement, we muſt believe, hath by Time been brought nearly to 


a Stay for the moſt Part, 


Suppoſe then EnGL1sH Wool in ENGLAND, in Conſequence of that MonopoLy which is 
Whey 4597 by THE PROHIBITION, to be commonly v. g. 30 per CENT under the Market Price 
of EvROPE—Suppoſe A DUTY, INSTEAD of THE PROHIBITION, equal to 25 per CRN, 
and the Price of Wool in -ENGLAND, to remain 30 per CenT leſs than Par; tis eaſy in 
that Caſe to conceive there would be no RUNNAGE; yet the Quantity EXPORTED LEGALLY 
would exceed what before was STOLEN AWAY IN A CLANDESTINE MANNER. But as 
under ſuch Change of Policy, and BY REASON oF 1T, the Price of Wool would moſt cer- 
tainly advance at Home: So, ſuppoſing ſuch Advance to be v. g. 15 PER CEN This, 
added to 25, Dur, would be in the whole, 40, viz. 10 PER CENT, more than, as we 
have put the Caſe, coULD BE AFFORDED; when conſequently there would be no Exror- 
TATION AT ALL ; which is what THE PROHIBITION INTENDS, but CANNOT Er- 
FECT. 

Now, though we pretend not to ſay, what the yRoPosED DuTy ſhould be; becauſe we 
know not preciſely what Difference there commonly is, between THE PrxIct or ENGLISH 
Wool in ENGLAND, and at FOREIGN MaRKETs : Yet that being a Matter to be gueſſed 
pretty nearly at firſt, and which might ſoon be felt out to a competent Exactneſs ; that it would 
have, when ſo found, the very Effect we have imagined, is a Matter not to be doubted ; fince 
there is NO HUMAN MoT1ve, ſcarcely A PRoPosIT10N IN EUCL1D, from which we can 
argue with greater Certainty, than that of ProFiT in TRADE, whether it be ſecret or open 
—BUT HERE NOTE, Our Reaſoning for the MORAL IMPOSSIBILITY of exporting Wool 
to any Degree uon the Foct of THIS SCHEME, takes for granted, the whole Quantity pro- 
duced, rat to be more than EAN be conſumed at Home, one Year with another, If it ſhould 
be found more, the Surplus, when riſing to a certain Pitch, WILL paſs abroad, though not 
clandeſſinely, yet in an open, legal Way, the Dur y paid Thel is to ſay, ſuch Ovxx- 
ABUNDANCE, it ſhould ha (which at preſent is a Problem) will so FAR lower the 
Home Markets for it, as that a Dory CAN then be afforded, which ordinarily, we have ſuppoſed, 
CANNOT While that, and the Riſque (which we call the PRICE) of Runna e, bearing al- 
ways much the ſame Proportion to each other; the former, under all Fluftuations of the Commo- 
ay will, as cheapeſt of the two, be a conſlant Bar to the latter — Again, ihe temporary Expor- 

oL, II. Gee tation 
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Quantity, or eluded at all; juſt as (to uſe a homely but familiar Compari. 
ſon) Bars in a Fence may be ſo placed, that Cattle intended to be con- 
fined, or kept out, can neither zap over, nor creep under them. 

14. And though under every poflible Circumſtance twere eaſy to ſhew, 
that for the Purpoſe of PREVENTION, a Duty might be contrived, preferable 
to the Prohibition, and to any other Meaſure, beſides a Regiſtry : Yet do we 
found aur Reaſoning here with greater Confidence, upon a Preſumption, 
or rather Aſſurance, that Engliſb or Iriſh Wools have not thoſe marvellous 
Qualities, of either multiplying the ManufaQtures abroad, Zhreefold, or to 
make foreign Wools of thrice their natural Value, by mixing with them 
n the contrary, as this, and every other Circumſtance alledged for 
an abſolute Prohibition, hath appeared to be falſe, except that ſingle one, 
the CHEAPNEss thereby occaſioned ; of all others, moſt ſparingly urged, 
till very © lately: And ſince @ Duty would infallibly ſecure to Home Manu- 


5 13 14. facturers, ſo much comparative Cbeapneſt, as the ſame ſhould amount to, 


550 the 


with ſome pofitive Cheapneſs * befides—So, notwithſtanding this laſt, this 
pofitive Cheapneſs, under a Duty, would not, is not intended to be like that 
under the Prohibition : Yet becauſe ſuch Difference would be a Means to 


kſſen, and not improbably to prevent totally, the Exportation of Wool: 


Therefore, tis what common Senſe, as well as Juſtice, + ſeems to direct; 
alſo from a Conſideration had. 


IV. 


tation we cenceive not wholly impoſſible 7e ariſe from Cheapneſs occaſioned by an Ov ER- a nu x- 

DANCE, raiſing conſequently the MARKET AT HoME, *twill firſt check, and in due Time 

put an abſolute Stop to ſuch Exportation( /e F. 14. Note, common Senſe, as well as Juſtice.) 
And this ſeems to be preciſely what the ingenious SPANIARD (FATHER VILLAREAL) 


means generally, in ſaying f ”Tis the principal Foundation of a Kingdom's Felicity, to im- 
„ poſe the HIGHEsT DUTIES PRACTICABLE on all Materials (ſerviceable to the Manu- 


« facturies) exported.” Tis alſo what he plainly thought in every View preferable to an AB- 
$0LUTE PROHIBITION; Which otherwiſe he could as eaſily have mentioned—And THIS Po- 
LICY, from innumerable Circumſtances to be ſeen in THEsE Memos, is, though equally 
proper in the Caſe of BRITIsH and Iris Wool, as of any other Material; yet not 
more ſo, than to many other Kingdoms, FRANCE, we have ſeen 8, among the reſt, in re- 
gard to THEIR WooL, 

+ We ſay common SENSE and JUsTICE both becauſe * the Benefit to ENGLAND of 
« manufacturing 1Ts own Woo“ being what was genuinely, and what alone coul p ratio- 
nally be propoſed by AN ABSOLUTE PROH1BIT10N; to indulge that ARTIFICIAL CREA P- 
NESS, which, and WHICH ONLY, by CAUSING RUNNAGE, ſo far deprives the Nation of 
that Benefit, is irrational, or againſt COMMON SENSE————Nor is it leſs againſt CoMMoN 
JusTICE (that cannot defign the Manufacturer, more than, Iſt, EMPLOYMENT, 2dly, W AGEs, 
the Fruit and Benefit of ¶ IS OWN HoNEesT LABouUR) to give into AN EXC E8s of CHEAPNESS, 
which beſides abridging him of ſome Work, in ConsEQUENCE OF RUNNAGE, takes from 


Chap. 196 REASONS, &c. 
IV. 

16. Which being different from that of moſt others, the few Prohi- 
bitions + to be met with elſewhere, are for the moſt part different alſo 
from this here. | | 

15. They are generally found, if at all, under an arbitrary Form of Go- 
vernment; which having in Courſe a diſpenſing Power, they are alſo occa- 


Of the Conſtitution, or civil Government , of this Kingdom. : 


the Grower alſo a Part of his raw Material for vorHIN O; and beſides, for no GOOD PuR- 
PostE— Whereas, the Policy of Aa DuTy, in Caſes of this Nature, as we think and under- 
ſtand it to be commended, preferably to all others, by FaTHER VILLAREAL, is attended 
with ſome reaſonable and weighty Conſideration—lt proceeds upon different and better, MORE 
just Principles—intending not ſo much, nor for its oWN SAKE AT ALL, a real Cheap- 
neſs of Materials, in Prejudice to the native Growers and Producers (although that in a De- 
gree is unavoidable, and therefore to be diſpenſed with) as either actual Dearnefs, or total De- 
rivation, to FOREIGN, and „ Plenty and comparative Cheapneſs, to the 
Hou MANUFACTURER—— lf, or fo far as, 3 ＋ are deprived of Materials by 1 Hs 
Por ic; ſo far, the very beſt End is moſt ſubſtantially attained —— But if they are not to- 
tally depriv ed; yet (which is the next beſt End) from a comparative dear Price to them, and 
the deareſt praclicable, by means of a DuTy, follows this double Advantage, viz. the 
Home Manufacturers have THAT wHoLE DIFFERENCE in their Favour; and it is beſides, 
nor Food for Smugglers; BUT an Addition to the public Revenue; and, As SUCH, a 
ſaving to the People at large; ſomething in the Pocket of zveRY SUSI r. 
+ * Laws given by the Legiſlature ought to be relative to the Nature of Government.” 
| Spirit of Laws, Book V. 

There are Inſtances of PRoyIBITIONS ; and thoſe too, for the Sake of Manufacture 
but quite of another Nature from this under Conſideration. 

The KinG or Pruss1 a, not long ſince, prohibited in his Dominions, the Exportation 
of LINEN RAGs, in regard to a PAPER MANUFACTURE ; which is, NATIONALLY, a very 
beneficial one. | - 

But what are Linen Racs? In themſelves, of no original Coſt or Value. They are 
ſaved from the Fire or Dunghill, in very ſmall Quantities, for a Trifle of Profit; and are 
collected from Hand to Hand, into larger Parcels, for a Gain to be made by them, equal to 
the whole Time, Labour and Coſt beſtowed At length, they are brought to the Mill; where 
ALL is expected to be paid for. | 

But if the Undertaker, preſuming upon his MonoeoLy, aims to graſp them at H1s owN 
PRICE, below the Value, he will ſoon find himſelf defeated They will neither be collected 
nor preſerved, any longer than while ALL PART1Es find ſome Account therein, to their own 
| Satisfation——If, on the contrary, under Agents are made to be Loſers, they will ſuffer that 

Loſs but once; without much future Prejudice to THEMSELVEs 
be wholly diſconcerted—So that HE, we perceive, is under the ſtrongeſt Tie of SELF-In TE- 
REST, to give a conſtant due Encouragement for ſaving and collecting Linen Rass, in or- 
der to uphold his Buſineſs. | 

Whereas in the Affair of Wool, tis far otherwiſe — The Grower paying RENT for his 
SHEEP-LANDs, is neceſſarily a Vender of that Commodity; and may ſuffer involuntarily, not 
only once, but again and again, by MoNoPoLisH MERCHANTS. And this being a great 
Hardſhip on Individuals, ic muſt hurt the Community, as much one Way, as it can do good 
another At leaſt, the Circumſtance of RENT conſidered, ſuch MoNoPoL 15H Policy 
may be ſtretched too far; as in this Kingdom, we think it certainly is. It ought ſurely to 


have ſome proper Boundary—But HERE it hath no other than the moſt improper, and very 
worſt that can be, RUNNAGE. | 


Gg g 2 ſionally 


. „Me TTY e eee eee 


But the Undertaker will 


= 5 k 
. * 1 * 
1 . 4 
. . — JI” t wan— 
. — ˙-i!—k᷑ 6 
— * 4 . * — * = * 8 


— -—_ 2 
— 


A hy 


* ® 
— — <A . 
-- 
mas a. 


©. 
* * » pe 
bs ® . % 
ry © 
* = 
«4 4 N 
4 2 1 8 
0 Ss. 2 - * 
n 7 — 8 2 © Zn p- — N "I 
—— — — — — — — 1 - — , . 
> _—_ ON * 4 » - 2 _= bo * — 5 
A - C *%.. © - — -- — 4 . TO > * 
. OE . Rh . 

: P , ©. Js .- T'w — - ö 


o F 
_ - A .. 
TEINS Sen RY 


N : : 
2 F 
= 4 . 
2 Pr. on "= oy * 
; T3 . 
x - wa 
y 5 2 Hs. - 
TX : 1 
. ei vs geo. 


— a 1 — * PA * 
: . = a * RO ia <a ,., AO, 4 0 
— 3 — ä ͤ U — 1 ͥ U 9: oo ee AI AE 


N * N . 
- * 5 2 8 —— x Yon — — 9 adn 7 * i 
* 4 wb Py J— — | — 
* 
* 


420 


b Chap. 129. 
F. 1, Note. 


of | dh Dyes 44 ee ee Cord e eee een ee eee FER AA 4 OO ES 4-48 


of 4.408 4 Af wt 


REASONS,' &c. Chap. 196. 


fionally tempered z and commonly with Licences, an old Inſtrument of 
Deſpotic Adminiſtrations, for-raiſing Money upon their People; in Con- 
ſequence whereof, Things ſaid to be forbidden, are in Fact, but HIimited. 
And the Supply ariſing from ſuch Licences, ſtands the Community in 
ſome ſtead; is a ſaving to their Purſes, another Way. 5 

17. So that for the moſt Part, they are in Effect, but like unto Du- 
ties in this Kingdom; where an abſolute Prohibition by Ad of Parliament 
being for any Reaſon inflexible, and indiſpenſable on any Terms, is 
what, in ouR free * Country, will be evaded for Profit ; whenever that 
affords a ſufficient Temptation; z as in this Caſe hath been abundantly ex· 
perienced. e 

18. Thus, what under arbitrary Forms of Government hath been prac- 
tiſed, mainly to avail the Prince ſomewhat in his Revenue, or to enrich 
a Court Favourite + by a monopoliſh Grant, being very improperly copied. 
into OURS, is chiefly a benefit Ticket, an Incentive to Owlers and Smug- 
glers; and at the ſame Time, a Robbery ® on the landed Intereſt of this 
Kingdom—That this is the Caſe, and therefore demands the ancient Po- 


licy of a Dor x, inſtead of that comparatively novel one, THE PRONIBI- 
TION, is {till farther demonſtrable. 


V. 
From the. Circumſtances of Wool Growers. 


19. Who are, all of them, unavoidably ignorant, to the laſt Degree; 
and, many of them, greatly neceſſitous. 

20. By Ignorance, we muſt here be underſtood. to ſignify, that however 
intelligent in other Matters, THEY neither do, nor can, know what 
Price THEIR Wool deſerves, from the State of Trade, i. e. Conſumption. 
at Home, and Vent abroad, of Woolen Goods. 

21. This Defe& of Intelligence is a Circumſtance peculiar to them in 
that capital Article of THE1R Commerce; beyond what elſe THEY deal in; 
and beyond ALL OTHER PERsONs, who have any Commodity of Con- 
ſequence to diſpoſe of, or any Thing conſiderable to do with the Money 
for which Tuty exchange it. 


And in all Countries; witneſs the Exportation of Gold and Silver front PoRTUGAL and. 
SPAIN, notwithſtanding ABsoLUTE PROH1B1TIONS, under the ſevereſt Penalties. 
+ For this End, the Exportation of Timber from Livonia, was lately ſaid to have been 
prohibited ( IWeitehall Evening Poſt, Saturday, Aug. 10, 1754.) 1 
. O 
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23. To give one Example, inſtead of many, a rzzDING GrAziek 
knows the Market Price of Fleſh by the Pound. And tis a Part ef Skill 
neceflary to his Profeſſion, not only to know when his Cattle are fat, but 
alſo to be able to gueſs nearly the Weight of them—So that, without 


taking the Butcher's Word for either, HE ſets a Price by nis own Know- 
' LEDGE, and HIS OWN JUDGMENT. 


23. But concerning Trade for Cloth, Stuffs, Stockins, &c. which ſhould 


govern the Price of bis Wool, what does the wiſeft Grower know? Nothing 
but what be is to learn from thoſe, who have an Intereſt in deceiving bim. 
And is it by any means juſt and equal, that ſuch Buyers ſhould have 4 
MonoPoLY againſt ſuch purblind Sellers? Who are beſides, many of them, 
neceſſitous ;, in haſte to let go. thers Wool, in order to ſatisfy their Landlord 
with the Money, for Rent. 

24. A Number of ſuch neceſlitous Tenants being induced to | take what 
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a few combined Chapmen offer them; thence ariſes a Country Price; till fo i Chap. 193. 
much is got into Hands. where wanted, that others, leſs. indigent, are 9. 130. 


finally brought down to almoſt, if not altogether, the ſame Level; which 


being much below the Market Price of Re. is the chief, or rather ſole 
Cauſe of RUNNAGE. 

25. TH1s, THOUGH VILLAINOUS, n e ſome, is 
fo. far good for the NaT1on, that, however hurtful to Individuals, or 
however productive of Runnage, it merits (as they think, or would have 
others believe) no Remedy: And certainly it admits of none in either Reſpect, 
but by returning from the Prohibition to. a DuTY —— Which, ſay Wits 
in Oppoſition, is affirming, that the beſt and ſhorteſt Way to flop Exporta» 
tion of Wool, is, To LET 1T Go. And what cannot Vit burleſque and 
ridicule ? While, joking aſide, ſuch Change of Policy would ſeriouſly in- 
duce, nay really oblige, Buyers for Home Uſe (jealous of Exportation, and 
conſequently fearful to give Advantage againſt themſelves by practiſing 
unreaſonably upon the Ignorance and Neceſſity of Growers) to obſerve a. 
different Conduct from what we have mentioned. 

26. And fo far as the Price of Wael ſhould thereby Pen advance, 
'twould to. all Intents and Purpoſes of Prevention be juſt the fame, as if 
the Duty we have already ſuppoſed, was ſo much enhanſed, with this ma- 
terial Difference or Advantoge „that it could no Way be cluded. 


27. Such 


* 1 — as 
N ED — > * 
— [ - " 2 [ 
ol Fre . <7 þ FR N p i I | 

+» A — — * * 1 — 

"7 ets l . — = 
— » 4s G — 

5 —_ m v . 


* 
\ 4 * N a ” 
# * * — ” — _ = _ — - --y ä — — 
. : : . 2 enn —— — 4 "WE . 
- —— To IG wn — — 4 — eng, * — F. > 4 
ww, "_ [5 i p 


ä m _——_— 
2 ö 5 , l : 
„ — s = — « 


—— 227 


ä — 


SS wo 


— = 


1 P , 
7 1 
* - * 8 "= a = W 0 N w 8 — — — — — — — — 3 "= , 
. ⁵ Ce 5 tn E ⁵ ˙ ̃ĩ ̃ 


- 

” 
"9 

AG 

? 

: 

j 

if 

Ay 

4 


EY _ 
* * 


1 


A ns * r 


Lt 


— 


* * - 
r „ 999 — ͤ—Bh b 


— 


2 


- + a" -w 


— — 


— 
„ „ 
3 


- a —— 7 IR K 8 5 
— = 
* _— T_T OT EY — oy 
S 
9 . 


422 . _REASONS, &c. Chap. 196. 

27. Such Advance then, whatever it might be, added to 4 Duty be- 
Ades (already ſuppoſed) the higheſt practicable, i. e. the higheſt, not worth 
while to be eluded by Runnage, would be in Effect, againft Tranſportation, 
Two DuTies, A DOUBLE BARRIER; while ftill the Home Manu- 
facturer would have both ſome pofitive, and a certain comparative Cheap. 

_ neſs in his Favour He would have beſides, towards preventing Ex- 
portation, ALL that human Laws can do in this Kingdom (eſpecially 
without a Regiſtry) which would be having ALL that can be aſked, 
without appearing plainly, to cover other Mens Goods, in the very worſt 
Senſe imaginable. 

28. Tnus FAR, we have argued for a Duty, inſtead of the Prohibition, 
upon that common Suppoſition, and a very probable, nay certain one, that 
penal Laws have not availed to the Prevention of Runnage. 

29. But we go farther; and from that very particular Circumſtance, 
Ignorance of Wool Growers, preſs the Reaſonableneſs of ours, or to ſpeak 
more properly, the ancient Policy of this Kingdom, although it ſhould be 
thought that no Wool, or, at moſt, no conſiderable Quantity of it, is run; 
which Opinion hath been latterly maintained for Bye-Ends, and ſup- 
ported with that colourable Argument, of its being a bulky Commodity; 
as in the ordinary Method of Package undoubtedly it is. But, beſides a 

* Chap. 182. late printed Account * of Owlers, who hath not heard of ſeveral Devices 
2 f and Inventions to bring it into a narrower Compaſs, for * Conveyance ? 
$ 1 * = However, to paſs that by, for the preſent, 

30. If ſo it be in Truth, that little, or no Wool, is run; why then, the 
Notoriety of innumerable foreign Wookn Manufacturies, in Fx Axcx eſ- 
pecially, making every Species of Drapery in equal Perfection and Plenty 


* A Letter to the MAayoR and CHAMBER of Ex ETER, printed 1753, for opening ALL 
Por Ts between IRELAND and BRITAIN, ſays m The common and general Reaſon given 
m p. 10, 21, « for ſhutting up [ ſeveral] was founded upon a Suppoſition, that v asT QUANT1TIEs oF Wool 
"oy «© were ſmuggled from ENGLAND and IRELAND toFRANCE— That the Author himſelf having 
«© ONCE been ſo perſuaded, had ſent up a Repreſentation on that Head, prepared with a good 
« deal of Pains”—PBut at the Time of his THEN Writing, it ſtood with his Purpoſe, to 
ſay, „he did not before UNDERSTAND THE CASE FULLY” for that the ſame (common 
Belief, and his own former Opinion) was ALL ERROR AND MisTAKE” Neverthe- 
leſs, the Public, how truly, we know not, hath been ſince told from that very Quarter, as ſol- 
lows, viz. 7 

General Evening Peſt, May 24, 1755. | OE 
« By a Letter from EXETER we are informed that CAPTAIN WEBB, of his Majeſty's 
«© Yacht, Specdwell, has made a Diſcovery of LARGE QUANT1TIES OT WooL BEING 

EXPORTED TO FRANCE, BY SOME PEOPLE THEREABOUTS, 


2 too, 


Chap. 196,  _REAS8 ONS, &c. 


too, with the Engli/h, proves undeniably that Foreigners are in no real 
Want of the Material from us This puts an End to all Arguments 


heretofore urged for a Prohibition, from the ſuppoſed Peculiarity or Ex- 


cellence of oux Woots, Engh/h, and Iriſh. 9 

31. Tux are conſequently (and Hiſtory affords no Kind of Reaſon 
againſt it, but the Reverſe) in all Equity to be, if not conſidered upon the 
ſame Foot exactly, yet treated more nearly than they are, like every other 
Commodity or Produce of the Kingdom. This, we venture to ſay, is 
nothing more than what is ſtrictly due, in mere Pity and Juſtice to 
Growers ; whoſe Ignorance, otherwiſe, and Neceſſities, of the greater Part, 
expoſe them (as before obſerved) to the laſt Degree of Abuſe and Oppreſ- 
/fon—But who therefore, the /z/5 they know; the more ought they to be 
under Protection of Law in that Caſe. 

32. In ſhort, Wool Growers (as ſuch) being, we have ſhewn, in what 
may very well be called a State of Minority, unable to judge for themſelves, 
the Law, for that Reaſon, ſhould extend the ſame Care to them, which 
it takes of all other Minors, and of all other Interefts conſidered to be in a 
minor State; neither ſuffering them to be injured by others; nor to injure 
themſelves. 

33. By this is meant: As Growers have no Rule but their own Occa- 
ſions for Money, whereby to diſpoſe of their Wool: So, Trade for it 
deſerves to be in ſuch a Way, that if one will not give its Worth nearly, 
or ſo far as the State intends *, another ſhall—But that is not to be ex- 
peed ; except by aboliſhing in ſome Degree, the Monopoly, and deſtroy- 
ing conſequently in Proportion, thoſe Combinations, it groans under. 

34. Whether then Wool is, or is not RUN — Whether foreign Manu 
facturies have that Support, or not, which many have imagined, from 
Engliſh Wool, or Iriſh ; there is ſurely ſome Medium between ſuffering 
combined Chapmen to take it on their own Terms, and that greater Hardſhip 
of its rotting in the Grower's Hands——A DuTY is the ancient Medium; 


* Was the State to impoſe a DuTY on Wool exported : As that would neceſſarily make 
it cheaper in the firſt Inſtance, than if 'twas allowable to ſend it abroad, without any Payment 


at all ; So in the former Caſe, twould be underſtood that the State intended Home Manu- 
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facturers juſt so n MUCH Advantage in the Price of their Wool, as such a DuTy was „ Chap. 179. 


calculated to give them; and NoTHING MoRE. Beyond that, it ought, methinks, to be F. 7. 


upon a Foot, to FIND 1Ts own VALUE, and in a Manner SELL ITSELF, 


and 


z® £ 
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and we may aſſuredly ſay, the only one. And the eaſy Execution of that 


» Chap. 178, Meaſure (as Father Villareal o hath obſer ved) is a great Recommendation to 


it. 
35. Ir THE LAN DED MEemMBERs of our Legiſlature, who we preſume 


to think are the Major and the better Part, eſteeming this the Affair 


of their Tenants only, are therefore leſs ſolicitous about it; 'twere to be 
wiſhed they would imagine for a Moment, in part of Rent, TyrmeeLves 
obliged to receive the Wool grown upon THEIR oWN LANDS; and then let 
them-confider, as THEY would want to diſpoſe of it again, how THE 
ſhould probably brook that Treatment which THEIR Tenants have now 
for near 4 Century endured —— And if they ſhould reſent it in the Man- 
ner we are verily perſuaded they would: It requires then no great 
Thought to be convinced, that the Caſe is long ſince become as much 
their own, as if they did now receive so MUcy Wool, in Lieu of so Mucy 
RENT. | rs 

36. Calling therefore once more to Remembrance, what was ſolely intended 
by the Prohibition ; and how remarkably it bath at ſome Times been certainly 
known, and all along thought, to fail of Prevention bat if our Anceſtors 
did not foreſee this ; and were befides ignorant of many other Things, fince 
known ?—What if the Nation having once miſtaken a worſe Expedient for a 
better, the ſame hath now exiſted, for a long Courſe of Years? — Shall that 
be accounted a good Reaſon for perpetuating the Blunder ?—'T7s by no means 
of a Piece with the improved Wiſdom of this Age, in many, moſt other 
Regards 'Tis confeſſed that THESE MEMolIRs give a more true and juſt 
Idea concerning Wool, &c. than People of this Kingdom generally had for a 
long Time before—But of what Uſe can it be, to have undeceived them, 
if the ſame wrong Policy ſhall be continued, which thoſe falſe Ideas, in ſome 
Meaſure, firſt produced, and ſince have alone palliated, from Time to Time? 

To perſevere in this, after all (i. e. after ſecing it hath not a ſingle Fact, 
or one Argument that is tolerable, to ſupport it) merely from an indolent 
Diſpoſition, and becauſe it hath been uſed for no ſhort Term, is like contending 
for the OLD STILE—OR, as if the Conductor of a Wheel Carriage, upon 
the ſame Principle, ſhould chuſe to labour on bis Way, in deep Ruts, rather than 
give himſelf the trouble of quartering, to run upon the Nail; although not only 


the CATTLE are thereby miſerably foiled, but the VEHICLE ITSELF in- 
paired. 
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Reasons for , NoT prohibiting abſolutely the Exportation of 
Wöolen, Worſted, Skains or Cruel * Yarn, but for per- 
mitting the ſame, in Bales of one certain Weight ; a ſter due 

Inſpection „on Payment of a Duty, not immoderate. 


T HESE, though in one Senſe, 4 Material, are in Reality, Ma- 
nuſacture. And the Exportation of Manufacture is rather to be 
promoted in 4 Shapes, than abſolutely reſtrained in any. . 

2. Although the Prohibition on Moolen and Worſted Yarn in this King- 
dom is a very ancient Inſtitution: Yet was it founded originally in thoſe 
monopoliſh * Principles, which. then governed all Trade; but which in this 
Particular does not appear to have been ſo much as imitated any where 
elſe. | 

3. The French at leaſt in Picardy a, where Woolen Manufacture abounds, 
and where is the net Spinning of Wool that can be ſeen, do not prohibit 
Exportation of Yarn: On the contrary, the Dutch, in Times of Peace, 
are wont to buy vaſt Quantities of it yearly. And this Encouragement 
there given to Spinning, is, we may believe, one Cauſe of its both abound- 
ing and excelling, as It does, in that Province. at | 

4. If it be conſidered, of what Uſe Spinning is, for employing poor, 
and otherwiſe helpleſs, Women and Children How #ſfentially neceſſary, 
for upholding Woolen Manufacture in all its Branches, we muſt needs 
conclude that it is a Work to be regarded in a very ſpecial Manner ; and 
that the People of Britain ought to give it more Attention than they 


In MoNOPoLISH PRINCIPLES undoubtedly ; although one Pretence was, that ©* it ſhou'd 


2 


« be employed in r Craping;” another, that “ the King had thereof No Cusrou, as of Wool r Chap. 7: 


„% ands CLOTH *—— Another, for ths Prohibition on WoRSTED YARN was, that it was 
© ſpun of the Wool growing, and of SHEEP bred ONLY in the County of NorxFoOLK, and 
« in NO PLACE * ELSEWHERE-” Under this laſt Pretence, Worſted Yarn was not only 


20. 


$ Chap. 11. 


8, 10, 27. 


© prohibited to be exported, but to be bought, or cauſed to be bought by ANY OTHER but Chap. 12, 


« WEAVERS in the City of Noxwich or County of Nokxror k“ -Since then, upon like 


12. Note, 


monopoliſh Principles, Advantage hath been taken of ENGL1sH# CREDULITY under this Head, Chap. 15. 


to promote a Notion, as if oUR Yarn, Wool EN and WoRsTED, would afford a Profit, to 


ben UNTWISTED, and put a ſecond Time upon the Cards, FOR MIXING WITH ro- a Chap. 145. 


RIGN Wools. 


Vor.. II. Hhh 


DN 


e een enn 


gene- 


29. Note. 


F. 13. Note. 


2 


* 


DLL 1 


1 
.. 48 
* * E 
4 +, 27 
4487 
1 2 84 


. 
By + 1 
$ 7 
1 
4. N x 
$1 


426 


REASONS, &c., Chap. 197. 


generally do——that throughout the Kingdom, they ſhould promote it 
with their utmoſt Endeavours—and to that End, ſee that it lies not under 


. the leaſt poſitive Diſcouragement; becauſe, without ſpinning, it is little 


to the Purpoſe of a Woolen Trade, that either the raw Material is pro- 
duced in ſufficient Plenty; or that the Kingdom is well ſtocked with other, 
ſuperior Artiſans ; or the Demand abroad for Manufacture, what can be 
wiſhed. | | 

5. If all Wool of Britain is ſpun at Home, the Nation cannot eaſily 
ſuffer—But what 7s not, will either paſs abroad raw; or elſe muft rot in 
the Growers Hands—And therefore Encouragement to ſpinning cannot 
be too much. ; 

6. But probibiting abſolutely Exportation of Woolen or Worſted Yarn, is ſome 
poſitive Diſcouragement—'Tis enough to ſay, it creates a Monopoly; and 
by that means puts it into the Power of certain Dealers, to uſe certain 


others ill. And every Power of that Kind, in Trade, will be uſed, more, 


or leſs: And Perſons receiving ſuch Uſage, will make their Repriſals 
backwards, even to poor Drudges at the Wheel; who in Conſequence may 
be, and in truth very often have been, weaned from the Bufineſs ; which 
once diſuſed to a Degree in any particular Angle of a Country, is not eafily 


or ſoon reſumed to any conſiderable Purpoſe—Thus by ill uſing Spinners, 


through ill Uſage received by thoſe who employ them, the Weaving 
Trade may ſuffer in its Turn, for want of being regularly furniſhed with 
Yarn: All Supplies from abroad being precarious, and (as this Kingdom 
is circumſtanced) improper; and at the moſt, too inconſiderable to be 
relied on. 

7. Therefore, to ſecure a conſtant Plenty of Yarn, the Judgment is 
ſeemingly, inſtead of looking with a greedy Eye upon the Commodity, to 
caſt a kind one upon the Workers of it ; by well treating not only them, 
but thoſe who are their immediate Paymaſters. And to this, nothing in 
Nature can ſo effectually contribute, as a free open Traffic for the Far? 


itſel Such Kind of Liberty being calculated for Competition; of which 


a certain Conſequence in all Caſes is, Perfection and Plenty too. 

8. As farther Reaſons for promoting earneſtly the Work of ſpinning, let 
it be conſidered on the one Hand, that we cannot look around us almoſt 
any where, without obſerving, how many, at preſent idle Hands, might 
be employed this Way ; and with what Advantage to their ſeveral Pa- 


ow 
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riſhes and Neighbourhoods : On the other Hand, with regard to the diligent | 
and induſtrious already occupied in this Buſineſs, how low are their 
Wages at beſt, and what Variety of other more lucrative Works, to tempt 
them from it, are daily increafing So that between the neglected 
idle, and the Ambition of thoſe who have Induſtry, there ſeems in the 
preſent narrow confined State of Things, more Danger of wanting Spin- 
ners, than of not being accommodated ſufficiently with Yarn, under a 
freer and more inlarged Policy here propoſed——eſpecially, ſince: As 
Spinning hath in all Countries, one Uſe and Benefit, viz, of employing 
the poor *: So, on that Account, Yarn is not much coveted abroad, if 
at all, for its own Sake ; certainly, nothing like the raw Material. 

8. But if ſome Reaſons here urged for ſpinning, ſhall be thought to hold 
equally for probibiting the Exportation of Yarn: We anſwer, beſides what 
hath been offered to the contrary : As one good Example will outweigh 
a Multitude of Arguments: So that of the FxeEncn in Picardy (ſee F. 3.) 
may be deemed abundantly convincing. 

10. Laſtly, why Yarn ſhould not be ſubject to a higher Duty, Weight 
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for Weight, than raw Wool in the Fleece, is moſt obvious; tis rather | 4 
difficult to aſſign a Reaſon for its paying ſo much, if any at all, provided 8 
the Bales are opened and examined at the Cu/fom- Houſe Only this in- * 


deed may be ſaid for it: As the Liberty of exporting Yarn would on 
the one Hand take away that horrible Circumſtance, a Monopoly : So 
on the other, a Duty thereon would give Home Manufacturers a Pre- 
emption ; which, though perhaps not improper, is certainly all that in Rea- 
ſon can be aſked for, and in good Policy, or even Juſtice, granted them 
——Infallibly, if the Exportation of raw Wal would not hereby be more 
effectually provided againſt, than by almoſt any other Expedient what- 
ſoever ; yet would it contribute ſomewhat towards preventing it. 


- 4 


* *Twas on this Conſideration, no doubt, beſides its Amount in the general Balance of 
Trade between them, that Mons1xur * BonEZEIT the Dur AMBAssADOR in FRANCE, Chap, 94. 
made a Merit as he did to that Court, of the vERY LARGE SUM theit Republic expended Cob 
every Year in the ſingle Article of WoRsTED sPUN in PICARDY ; no ſmall Part of which 
was, so MUCH paid from THEM, to LABouR performed, Wok k done by the Peopte of | 
FRANCE Let therefore a thinking ENGLISHMAN weigh the whole of this in his own Mind ; 
end then ſay where is the good Senſe of, and to what other than monopoliſh Purpoſes are, the pro- 
ſent abſolute Prohibitions here, 1, on Wool, '2; on ALL YARNS 100. #3 © $6 
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” Reasons for a Duty, or Duties » on Iriſh Wale Yar arn im- 
Ported to Britain. 10 


1. JAR N, as before * obſerved, is ManufaSture. The like Argument 


therefore, holds againſt importing it, as for not abſolutely Prohi- 
biting the fame to be exported. 


2. And whatever may be ſaid for barely fermitting this, on certain Terms, 


there is no good Reaſon to be aſſigned for eagerly promoting at any Rate, 


the Importation of Woolen Yarn, even from IRELAND to England; which 
either does or might abound with the ſame. 
3. The common Plea for it, we know, is, that 1ri/hþ Woolen Yarns are 
uſeful to the Engliſh Manufacturies. But with no real Propriety can this 
be ſaid, when in truth they are not wanted; as certainly at leaſt they 


need not to be, ſo long as Wool is to be had at Home, and from Ireland; 


and ſo long as more ſpinning is a Thing praQticable ; which every Perſon 
muſt be ſenſible it is, with proper Care and due Encouragement. 

4. The Laws, and Policy of Britain, intend in Ireland a Linen, Nor a 
Woolen Trade. But to encourage the importing of Woolen Yarn from 
THENCE, is to encourage the ſpinning of it THERE; which, beſides giving 
a wrong Bias to the Induſtry of that Kingdom, expected to be employed 
on Flax, is helping on the Iriſh in their Woolen Manufactures; ſince 


they will always have it in their Power to take for their own Uſe, ſo 


much of their cn Moolen Yarn, as can be diſpenſed with there For 
Britain then, beſides taking Iri/b Linens, to encourage the ſpinning of 
Wool there, is in Effect, to encourage 60th Manufactures in that Kingdom: 
and beth, at the Expence of Britiſp Woolen Manufacture, becauſe, 

5. So much Encouragement given to Mool.ſpinning in IRELAND, by pro- 
moting the Importation of their Yarn, is juſt as much Diſcouragement to 
the ſame in Britain ; which Circumſtance, and the conſtant Diſuſe it oc- 
caſions of ſome Britiſh Wool (that is in Courſe carried abroad) may one 


Time or other, prove a Reman, even to the Woolen Manufacture and. 


Trade itſelf of Britain. 
6. For Example, ſo far as Woolen Manufacturers of Britain ſhall at 


any Time depend upon a Supply of Yarns from Treland, they will ſo far 
be 


i 


Chap. 199. REASONS, &. | 429. 
be indifferent towards what is ſpun at Home ; and that will draw on a 27 

proportionable Diſuſe of ſpinning in ſome Part of the Kingdom or another 

——Sappoſe then the accuſtomed Supply of Yarn from Ireland to fail; 7 

and the Conſequence will go near to be, the Manufacture of Britain, ſuf . ER 
fering in Proportion. I 

7. Moreover, Ireland, we know, is very intent upon a Woolen Expor- 
tation Trade, as well as Manufacture for Home Uſe ; to that End encou- 
rages, no doubt, ſpinning of Wool. And if Britain, as well as Ireland, does 
the ſame, there will in Courſe be great Plenty of it in that Kingdom. 

And THEIR Weoolen Trade will make quicker Advances, by means thereof. 

8. Now, though all the above Conſiderations ſhall not be thought of 
ſufficient Weight for prohibiting abſolutely the Importation of Iriſh Woolen - 
Yarn to Britain: Yet perhaps it may therefore be judged not improper 4 

3 


to fax that Commodity, as heretofore, with a View of having rather the 
Material raw, and by that Means, of keeping THEIR Woolen Manufaftture © 4 
at an under, and conſequently, promoting to the utmoſt, OUR OWN. i 


» — 
—_— — 3 3 nd — 


GC HAP. . CXCIX. | 


Rx asons far a . on Iriſh Wool in the Fleece, im-. Chap. 195: 
A 
ported to Britain. pr 


7 E ſuppoſe it will be acknowledged good Policy, to prevent ſa 
far as may be, Exportation of Mool, in any Shape, v2. either 
raw or manufactured, from Ireland to foreign Parts. 

2. And an undoubted Reaſon, why Britain hath ſo little, France ſo 
much of the 1riſh raw M ools, notwithſtanding Laws to prevent it, is be- 


1. 


cauſe they find a better Market in the latter than the former. And Wools F 
being cheaper in Britain than France, is a Reaſon why phe. are dearer 
in Treland* than England. — | 75 Ch. Bs. 


3. But the Price of thoſe grown in England, enen as we have Chap. 143. 
ſuppoſed (by means of a Duty, inſtead of the Probibition) too high, to No. VI. $. 3. 
admit eaſily the Payment of ſuch Duty, although below the Price of Run- 
nage: In that Caſe, as the Wools of Feb will find a better Market in 
Priiuip % <: So in Virtye of the Premium propoſed, ſhe will obtain En 193 
haps” 


* 
* 
a — — 6 4 2 3 | 
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RE AS ON 8, &c. Chap. 200. 
haps * all; certainly more of the ſpare Wool of that Kingdom, than at 
preſent; Tuis will diſcourage, ſpinning tbere; and Runnage of it thence , 
eſpecially, if heir Growth of Wool, by other means to be mentioned 
hereafter, ſhall be rather leſſened than increaſed—And if the Exporta- 
tions from Ireland to England ſhall be confined again to certain Ports only, 


CHAP. CC. 


; 4 > G . 
dh. 198. REASONS for Wool and Yarn being ex ported from certain 
Ports only in IRELAND, f certain Ports in BriTaiN, 


8; HE Reaſon heretofore, for certain Ports. only in this Caſe was, 
„. 296. to the End that Runnage might be leſs practicable. 
$- 29. Nite. 2, And thoſe aſſigned fince, for opening all Ports, were, that every Part 
+ Chap. 84. of Britain might ſhare alike the Convenience of 1r1/h Wool and Yarn. 
$. 13. 3. But if there was any Weight in the former, the Nation ought to 
ry 127 be determined by it; ſeeing that there is none at all in the latter; becauſe, 
4. Iriſh Wool and Tarn being at beſt, but juſt the ſame with Britiſh, 
ſhould they be imported to one Quarter of the Kingdom only, every other 
Part of it would ſhare alike in the Conſequences ; which is thus to be 
explained, VS. | | 
5. All Commodities, in every Kingdom or Country, are. conſtantly 
preſſing towards the 3% Market: Whence it comes to paſs that Things 
not periſhable, nor vaſtly remote, nor much more peculiar to one Place 
than another, are nearly at a Par in all. 
6. Suppoſing then, 'for a Moment, Markets, in one Part of the King- 
dom only, ſo plentifully ſtocked from Ireland, as to bring the Commodi- 
ties, Wool and Yarn, below the Par of other Places ; an immediate Con- 


8 See * This again is to be thus underſtood, viz. 8 If the ſpare Wool of IX ELAN, together with 
Chap. 196. the whole BRITISH Produce of that Commodity, is not found more, one Year with another, 
$. 13. Note. than WE can conſume -But, if more, twill be in vain to expect; in every View unrea- 

ſonable to deſire it, without a Proviſion for letting off ſuch Over abundance, when it happens. 


by the Sluice of a PRo ER DuTyY ; eſpecially ſince otherwiſe, ”T WiLL FORCE ITS WAY, 
IN A MORE INJURIOUS MANNER, 


ſequence 


Chap. 201. R E A8 ON 8, &e. 

ſequence would be, that ſome BzxrTisn Woors and Yarn, uſually ſent 
thitber, before their becoming thus cheaper there, would intantly ſhape 
their Courſe'a contrary Way, towards a dearer Market.” 

7. And this Kind of Motion communicated with all the Quickneſs of 
good Intelligence, ever upon the Wing, would, cæteris pgribus, balance 
their Price in every Part of the Kingdom; and ſooner, and more cer- 
tainly, becauſe in Britain, ENGLAND eſpecially, neither the Growth of 
Wool, nor ſpinning of it, nor weaving Manufa#uries, are ſo confined and 
local, but that, being conveniently enough mterſperſed, there is a Mix- 
ture of each, and an eaſy Communication for al/, throughout the whole 
Realm. 

8. And therefore we ſay, i, for the preventing of Runnage, it is not a 
Matter of Indifterence, from, and to what Ports, Ir:/þ Wool and Yarn 


are conligned, there is no Colour of Reaſon for having all open, to let 
out and receive them. 


—  — 


C HAP. CCI, 


RRE ASONS againff eh, » Wool 0 te carried coaſt- k Chap. 195. 
VI. 


wile, &c. 8 


IN CE the making of many Turnpike Roads, and in Conſe- 


quence, greater Uſe of Wheel Carriages than formerly: As Mol 
in the ordinary od of Package, is a bulky Commodity, requiring 


much Stowage Room for a little Weight comparatively : So the Diffe- 
rence of Price between Land, and Water Carriage for it, is not ſo con- 
ſiderable now, as once it was: And the latter may with a View of general 
Good to the Nation, very well be forborn. _ 

2, Eſpecially, becauſe whatever Expence ſhould attend Land Carriage, 


more than by Water, the fame would fall, not upon Manufacturers, but 


on Growers ; which is evident from this known Circumſtance, that. the 


nearer Wool is grown to the Place of Manufacture, the dearer it ſells, by | 


at leaſt all the Difference of Carriage, &c. | 
3. And i in Reaſon it muſt do ſo, ſince it behoves al Manufacturer: to 


Con- 
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RE A SONS, g. 


SS Chap.202. 


conſider themſelves, as well for neceſſary incidental Expances,. as for the 


prime Coſt of their Material, and Labour i in Working. it up. 

4. If therefore, not permitting Wool, to pals Coaſtwiſe, &c. hall. "he 
thought any Security. againſt Runnage : As Manufacturers, for their Parts, 
can have no reaſonable Objection to. its being carried, by. Land only: 80 


| Oppoſers of this. Meaſure, if any, from that Quarter, will incur the Suſ- 


i Chap. 193. 
i §. 128, 129. 


Art. V Il. 


picion of being clandeſtine Exporters of Wool, For ſuch we. muſt believe 
there are i, and that though it cannot be openly. defended , yet Trey 
will not be totally filent, when THEIR, Craf? is judged to be in danger. 


* 
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G, HA P. "COL 


k Chap. 195. REASONS for a Premium * on certain fine Moolen Stuffs, 


; Chap. 203 


and Stockins, exported from BRITAIN. 


1. ] UNCTA JUVANT. This, with every other of the foregoing Arti- 
ticles *, and likewiſe that which follows !, is calculated to prevent, 


not only Runnace, but ExroRTATIONW oF Woot ; the compaſſing 
whereof, if likely to be attended with any conſiderable good Effect, is 
worth ſome Coſt and Contrivance. 

2. The common cLoTHinG Woors of BRITAIN are certainly no Ra- 
rity—Nor is it to be diſputed, but that much compinG Woo alſo is 
produced in other Countries, beſides ENGLanD and IrELanp—Neither 
have we the leaſt Doubt of a DuTY on Woot, As BOUGHT FROM 
GRoWERsS IN THE FLEECE IN ENTIRE PARCELS, making a Difference 
in the Price, although below Temptation to Runnage, yet ſufficient to 
prevent its ſo going abroad; at leaſt, far beyond what THE PROHIBITION 
HATH DONE, or CAN Do——And the Double of such DuTy, on Wool. 
COMBED or SORTED, will be a ſufficient Bar to all legal Entries for Ex- 
portation in that Shape. 

3. If therefore, after this, Exportation is attempted, it muſt be under 
Cover of falſe Package; and that too, of combed or forte Moeols and 


»The fiſt is the chief, and whereon- 1 we lay — Streſs: The reſt being intended but 


theſe 


28 9 they may, any of them, this in panteatars be taken or left accordingly. 


| | 2 
24 AW Ja 15.2% 
— &o 
thoſe, we muſt further ſuppoſe, would be choſen Parts of choiceſt Elceces ; 
ſuch as, we read “, are uſed in France, for making particular very fige | | 
Goods, and ſubſlitutionally ® to Spaniſh Wool ; conſequently fold there, at * Chap. 180. 


Chap#'202. 


a Price ſufficient to create ſome Temptation, that might be rendered leſs, 5. 


and perhaps reduced to none, or next to none, if thoſe particular Enc- 


Lien 'Woors were raiſed artificially in their Price at Home, inſtead of 


being, as at preſent, depreſſed. 

4. The former, by way of abundant Caution, we conceive not impro- 
per; and that it would be done moſt certainly, and effectually, by a 
Premium of, ſuppoſe, 6d per Pound Weight on all Britiſh STUFFS, and 
STOCKINS, exported ; which by their Fineneſs, ſhould not coſt leſs than 
ſo many Shillings the Pound Weight, from Makers, that neceſſarily they muſt 
be of thoſe chorce/t Engliſh Wools deſcribed by Mr. Savary (F. 3. Note.) 

5. Such Premium conſequently would raiſe, juſt ſo much, the Price in 
England, of ſuch Wools, and No oTHER, as, allowing a little for Waſte 
in working, the ſame ſhould amount to; 'twould be in the Nature of an 
additional Duty on them alone, even if exported clandeſtinely ; and that, 
by no means whatever to be evaded. 

6. As it would, on the one Hand, enable BriTisn MANUFACTURERS 
to give juſt ſo much more for that particular Kind of Wool: So on the 
other, if Foreigners, the French for Example, ſhould not be wholly diſabled 
from having it in ſome Form, yet would it come ſo much dearer to 
them, in all Shapes, as to render them /eſ5 able, than heretofore, by that 
whole Difference, to rival therewith, Bri#t1/þ Manufa#ures in foreign Mar- 
kets. 


7. And though we do admit a Poſſibility of ſome Frauds, in the Valu- 


ation of Goods, to obtain ſuch Premium ; yet not of any material bad 
Conſequence to the Nation, beyond what are ſometimes alſo practiſed in 
other Inſtances, where Drawbacks, &c. are nevertheleſs thought better to 
be allowed, than diſcontinued for the above Reaſon, 


2 
* 
* 


* Mr. SA VAR ſays n © the fineſt Ex GLIsH Woot comes to FRANCE, READY COMBED , See 


433 


Note. 


« for ſpinning— that they uſe it THERE, for the FINE ST WOOLEN STUFFS. And, Chap. 153. 
« beſides what they work into Tapeſtry, called LaiNE DE GoBELINEs, one other conſi- $ 7, 10, 11: 


&« derable Conſumption of EnGu1su WooL In FRANCE, is for wovVE STOCKINgS, which 
« they call vx BovcHon, from the Manner in which the Hoe is wRAPPED UPSHARD” 


(by ews or Engines o we ſuppoſe) ** in Order to its Cor yance thither. T | s Wool Chap. 193. 
4 (he ſays) 1s VERY LONG, and VERY FINE ; and comes READY COMBED FRQM Ex- f. 12, 128, 


„ LAND;” and is commonly ſpun in PicaRDY (ſee alſo Chap. 140. F. 15.) 129. 


Vol. II. Iii | CHAP. 


434 | . REAS ONS, &c. Chap. 203. 
CHAP. CCI: 


„ Chip. 195. REASONS for importing * black Cattle alive, from Ireland 70 


Art. VIII, Britain 


15 E ALT H in Ieland is, no doubt, Wealth to Britain, 

2. But THAT ariſing necefſarily there, as to all other Kingdoms 
and Countries, by Agriculture and Commerce both, tis ſcarce poſſible, their Im- 
provements in either, ſhould not have the Appearance at leaft, of rivalling 
Britain in one Thing or another. 

3. It is therefore to be conſidered, in what Way the landed, and trading 
Intereſts of that Kingdom, may be fo advanced, as leaſt to affect the ſame 
in this. | 

4. And we think it may be laid down for a Certainty, that, of all Their 
foreign Trade, what Zhey have with Britain, is moſt for the common Be- 

182 nefit of each Kingdom; what, with France a, moſt injurious to themſe/ves 

8 and us; even as that of England * was heretofore *, and as ob preſent 

is like a Ta- Contraband, with the French Nation is. | 

oy = 5. England formerly afforded a Market to Ireland for its fpare Produce , 

§. 29. chiefly Cattle, with ſome Wool; and furniſhed in return what was wanted 

oY b. 53. there: But this Part of the Iriſh foreign Trade hath been in a very great 
Meaſure diverted to FRANCE. 8 
6. Britain hath fince given to Ireland a Linen TRADE; which though | 
- mutually advantageous, hath by no means rectified that falſe Step (as ma- 
ny conceive it) the prohibiting of their Cattle. 

7. 'Tis therefore ſubmitted to Conſideration, whether, or not, to re- 

admit black Cattle alive, from Ireland to Britain, as before 15 Car. Il. 


7 So „„ . 2 m 
* * 2 7 


* Here, therefore, we think proper to mention our having offered nothing in this Edition, 
touching ExroRTATION oF IRi84 Wooken MANUFACTURE TO FOREIGN PARTS; 
for TWO Reaſons: FiRsT, becauſe we have been credibly informed, the Laws of B&ITAIN 
to prevent it, are of ſo little Efficacy againſt the Bent of a wHOLE K1x6D0M, that he 
IR IsH can infure THEIR WooLENS ExXPORTED, for half per Cent, SECONDLY, becauſe 
they can have no VENT for THEIR WooLENs with FRANCE; and therefore, ſuch Trade 
of theirs is not altogether ſo injurious to BIT Ain, as hath been commonly repreſented ; cer- 
tainly nothing near ſo much, as THEIR Exy0&TATIONS OF RAW Wook to foreign Parts. 


a In 
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Chap. 203« REASONS, &c. 

8. In Sir Wilkam 7. 1 s Opinion, the Law that Ai” F was at 
beſt partial; not calculated for this whole Kingdom and that is a very 
conſiderable Objection to it. 

9. If the Produce of Ire/and muſt needs foal Britain : If provincially | 
den their CATTLE would hurt ſome Eſtates, their Wool. ig inju- 
rious to others; the Grievance ſurely would be leſs to either, and it would 
be infinitely more equitable upon the whole, for ALL to ſhare alike the N 
Inconvenience, whatever it be. 4. 

10. But without regarding particular provincial Intereſts; 3 if ene, 
ſpeaking, the whole Produce gf 1re/and ſhall be thought juſt the ſame to 
Britain at large, whatever the Proportions are, of Cattle, Wool, Corn ; 
yet is it commonly. underſtood that a greater Share of Tillage would be. 
better for that Kingdom at leaſt : even as a Mixture and Mediocrity 
of them all is to be choſe, rather than an Extreme of any one. In WNICR 
View, as 'twas ſaid by Dr. Swift, concerning their Sheep Walks, that they 
were the greateſt Curſe the Hibernians knew: So have they never yet 
been, neither ever can they be, a Bleſſing to Britain; which it may be 
afficmed with Aſſurance, always did, and will, furniſh Woor ENOUGH 
of that Kind, for the Kingdom. 

11. And certainly: As the Linxn TRADE is what Britain moſt approves 
in Ireland; a Wool EN Trade, leaſt of all: So the former will be beiter 
promoted, and the latter more effectually kept under, by permitting their 
black Cattle alive, than by any other Means whatſoever. And as 7 illage 
comports beſt with the breeding of ſuch Cattle; becauſe the Straw, that 
affords, is Fodder for young Stores, not for grown and fat Beaſts : So an In- 
creaſe of it there, cannot be of any ill Conſequence to Britain; where 
Corn receives a Bounty on Exportation. 

12. Moreover, Tillage in Ir-land (beſides its being conſiſtent with, and 
favourable to, the raiſing of Hemp and Flax for Manufacture) would be 
a Means to preſerve 'and increaſe the Number of People; and which is 
more, to inure them to labour. Alſo a Vent for lean Cattle in, would en- 
gaze almoſt infallibly their whole Commerce with, BRITAIN, 

13. They would in Conſequence then, have more Employment for 
working Hands, leſs Butter, . Tallow, Beef, and Wool, to exchange for. 
Si/ks, Wines and Brandy; and be under leſs ben to ſerve FRANCE 
in its . „ Fleets, or Army. 


1112 14. Laſtly, 
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THE CONC DUS TON. Chap, 206 

14. Laſtly, conſidering that the Importation of Yarn from 'Ireland muſt 
* be unprofitable ; and that even their Wool hath been ſd herber to ; 
and cannot poſſibly make for the Intereſt of Britain rightly underſtood. 
till it ſhall be certainly in Lieu of ſo much wrought up there for foreign 
Parts, or carried to FRANCE raw from either Kingdom : 80 We may be 
eaſily convinced, that one PoL1cy, towards preventing - the Fxencn in 
this Particular, is, what ſhall leſſen the whole Quantity in Ireland, by re- 
ducing the Sheep Walks * there; which nothing can help on, but Tillage, 


nor can we name any other Inducement to that, like their 'having a Mar- 
ket again in eh for young and lean Cattle. | 
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Tus CONCLUSION. 


A plain Di Nepurſe on Land and Trade, their mixed and nu- 
rtual Intereſts. - 26 {Ink Hi N rant 


N Oppoſition to, and no Dube contempt 7 what. hath been offered in 

the foregoing Work, and eſpecially (Chap. 196.) for barring the Expor- 
tation of Wool, by a Duty, agreeable to ancient Cuſtom, rather than by an 
abſolute Prohibition, as at preſent ; we are not inſen/ible that, on Behal If of 
a Monopoly, /o created, they who either do, or think they find their Account 
from it, will, inflead of Argument, ply us cloſely with the alluring, awful, 
Sound of Trade—a Word, like many other good ones,  ſrequently put for, what 
it 18 Nor; and made to ſerve as a Scarecrow or ſtalking Engine, Juſt as 
it ſuits the Purpoſes of ſelf-deſigning Perſons, or Parties — Wuxkrroxr, 
' we have thought proper to add this Diſcourſe, plain, as wwe cle make it: 
And indeed the plaineſt upon moſt, if nat all Occaſions, tho” not Jo apt to move 
"the Paſſions, or entertain the Mind, yet for Conviction or Information, are ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, beſi—'Truth fairly exhibited, being in its Nature plain, i. e. 
perſpicuous, and eaſy of Comprehenſion: While artificial Terms, and laboured 
Arguments, are neceſſary Trappings of Syſtem founded in falſe Hypotheſes— 


Nor bave the Powers of Sophiſtry been 4% 7 ied co our Subject, thar 
a 


ELLE 


Chap. 304 THE :CON CL USION. 487 
to many. other eee, on which eln Intereſts are W 
though contrarily. W 
2. Mr. Lock hath i in very few . 150 the Sum Wh of Na. 
Paliticy for a NaTion, under the plain, familiar likeneſs, of _— ma- 
naging a ſingle Farm. 4 
3. And the Compariſon will fo far hold in every poſſible Queſtion of 
Commerce, that Perſons attending thereto, cannot err in cher Judgments, 
provided, they are not deceived about Facts v. 8 „ 0 
| 4 Sir Faliab Child, with like Brevity and plain Truth, Bath laid it e c 
for a Rule on this Head, that “there is an inſeparable Affinity between » Chap. 47 
« Land and Trade: They are (faid he) Twins, and have always, and ever $. 1, 
« will wax and wane together :-It cannot be ill with Land, but TRADE 
« will feel it. þ 
5. Mr. Cary, Mexcuant of Briftol, {till mort plainly * when Trade 
« deadens in the FounTAIN, i. e. when the GENTLEMEN and FARMERS 
are kept low, EVERY oNE in his Order feels * it.” x Chap. 114. 
6. But certain Moderns tell us, on the one Hand, that « Land with- K. 22. 
gut Commefce is NOTHING wok Tk; “ on the other, that the landed 
« Intereſt will /nk, as that of Trade riſes That the /anded Intereſt has 
* long been the Pride of the Engliſb Subject; but by an Increaſe of Trade, 
we has been gradually ſinking; ; infomuch that a RICH Jew will in Time y Gen. Ev. 
Ka F be of MORE IpoRTANCE than HALF A DozEN, REPRESEN- > 
"ee \TATLVES or CounTirs.” _ q_ tends 
"— Now both the above Aſſertions cannot be true. The firſt of them 
is ſo far falſe, that Land of itſelf will undoubtedly afford the three Effen- 
tials of Life, Food, Fire and Chaths. But with regard to th ſecond, " 
"3 It: muſt be acknowledge ed that he who carries the Navy has gene 
rally a caſtipg Vote i in the Company—Thols. of the mercantile, whi ich is 
the moneyed Inter, "have always been too apt to lord it over their 85 
5 of the landed; witneſs, Merchants of the Staple heretofore ; * and after them, 
the M M An ere (See Chap. 11. f. 2 55 Nore. Chap. 12. F. 16. Chap. 


2 J. 3 33 3. Chap. 36. 9 5. Note. Chap. 39. $. 2. Note) 
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Vi rw (Fad, what is, 2 Faraty\but in annual, Produge ?-whigh if a, Man rather giyes 
aw man "© „he muſt in courſe be ſaid to deceive and diſſerve HIMSELF Nay though 
he delle ta Likovarns oNLy, us poſſible, notwithſtanding ſome ſpecious Pre tences 


to the contr thereby more beggar nis OWN FA Mix, than inrich ThEM and 
EET ah inſtead ofa Mas TER, become in a Degree, THEIR 85 R 
_YANT, 


3 9. Yet 
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THE CONCLUSION.. Chap, 204. 


9. Yet, notwithſtanding an Indulgence due to Trade, .and the natural 
Sway that Money bears in all human Intercourſe, tis poſſible for a Com. 
munity of Landbolders, in this Senſe to be judaiged too much, if we ma 
ſo uſe the Word ; more than is requiſite for a landed ' People eſpecially, un- 
der a landed Legiſlature. 

10. It is indeed difficult, and ſomewhat invidious, to make Compari. 
ſons, as, between Members of the natural, ſo of the Body Politic. — But 
if from Interferings of narrow, ſelfiſh Views, there is a Neceſſity of ſo 
doing; and if we will conſider the Public or Community, under the Fi- 
gure of a Plant, or Tree; Land (as already obſerved) muſt be the Root 
and principal Stem of that Tree ; Or if we ſpeak thereof, as a Building or 
Fabric; it is the FouNDATION and CHIEF CokxER STONE. 

11. To illuſtrate this Truth, take what follows from Daniel d: Fee; 

which though only Ideal, yet is much to the Purpoſe ; ſince it contains, 
however inaccurate, no very unnatural Account of the conſtituent Parts, 
in a mixed Society, compoſed of landed, and trading Intereſts ; deſcribing the 
Means and Degrees by which TyE Lor TY FIGURE riſes; and particularly 
the Baſe, and Pedeſtal, whereon it ſtands. 
12. I once (ſays he) ſaw a Calculation of Trade, for the planting 
a new Town in the South of England ; where for Encouragement of 
People to come and ſettle, the Lords of the Manors (for the Place lay 
« in three Manors) agreed to give a certain Quantity of Lands to fifty 
« Farmers, who would undertake to bring each two hundred Pounds 
« Stock with them, and ſettle there.“ 

13. © To every ſuch Farmer they allotted two hundred Acres of good 


cc 


Land, Rent free, for twenty Years. And if the Farmer brought three 


* hundred Pounds Stock, he had three hundred Acres,” 

14. © Thus, and with other Encouragements, fifty Families of ſub- 
« ſtantial Farmers were brought to live in a Kind of Circle within them- 
*« ſelves—The Land was good, though never cultivated before, and ſoon 
e returned them a profitable Increaſe,” 

15. A handſome large ſquare Piece of Land toward the Center, was 
« reſerved for the Building of a Town; and at the fame Time it was 
s publiſhed, that whoever would come and build upon that vacant Space 


“ ſhould have a certain Quantity of Ground, ant opre; to the Build- 
« ings intended, &c.“ « 16, When 
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the Approach of the Sun 


hy mons to Tradeſmen to ſupply them. | 


16. © When the Farmers were ſettled, immediately came a Butcher, 


and he run up a 1 for * preſent, to kill and ſell Meat for the Far- 


mers. 

17. But note, as theſe Pham had every. one two hundred Pounds 
Stock : So they had Wives and Children, and one or two ; ſome, three 
Servants—Inſomuch that one Butcher being inſufficient to fainith them 
all with Meat, they were obliged to ſend to neighbouring Towns for 
Proviſions, till the firſt Butcher having Encouragement, he was followed 
by more. 

18.“ After the Example of Butchers, came in the next Place Bakers, 
who erected Ovens to ſupply them with Bread.” 


19. © Fifty Familes of Farmers had neceſſarily Work for Smiths and 


Farriers, to ſhoe the Horſes, and for I/heel-Wrights, to make and re- 
pair their Carts, Waggons, Ploughs, Harrows — for other Iron Work 
for their Buildings—for a Kind of N Lockſmith, and Dealer 
in W &c.“ 

« This Collection of Tradeſmen added to the Farmers, naturally re- 
9 others, ſuch as Shoemakers, Coblers, Collar and Harneſs Makers, 
Sadlers, Turners, Earthen Ware Sellers, Glovers, Rope- Makers, Barbirs, &c. 
21. But to go back to the building Part, there wanted in the firſt In- 
ſtance, Carpenters, Sawyers, Brick-Makers, Maſons, and their Labour- 
eri—Hindmills were erected, one after another, as the Town increaſed.” 
22, © The Town going thus forward, a Victualler came, and ſet up 


an Ale-bouſe ; and ſoon after, he was followed by five or fix more — 


by which Time, the firſt had inlarged his into a commodious In; 
as did a ſecond; and a third: So that in Proceſs of Time, the Num- 


ber of Public-Houſes were increaſed to eleven or twelve; whereof three 


* ſold Wine as well as firong Drink.” 
23. The Lords of the Manor then built their Tenants a Church. and ' 


_ endowed it.” 


24 © But to obſerve the ordinary Courſe of T. bings- 
Tradeſmen follow a Concourſe of People, as naturally, as Warmth attends 
7 bis Settlement of Farmers gave a Sum- 


25. * The Neceſſity of Meat and Drink brought the Butchers, Bakers, 


* and Viguallers then a Grocer, and Apothecary, a Haberdaſter of Hats, 
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« a Draper, a Milliner; and thus the Town was inhabited and furniſhed 
by Degrees with all Sorts of neceſſary People and Things In time it 
had a Patent for a Market once a Week, and for two or three Fairs in a 
* Tal. *. 

26. © In theſe advanc'd Gratis more * othar: Trades fell in; 
te ſuch as, Brewers, Coopers &c.— Attornies, for "_ and Contracts One 

« Lawyer, a Madis TRATE. 

27. The good Women alſo being diligent and RF Houſewives, POR 
« ſpun—Hence there was Buſineſs for Linen and Wooten Weavers, Flax 
and Hemp-dreſſers &c. in ſhort, ManouracTuRERs. 

28, © Thus far, the Nature and Conſequences of Things—Thus Fami- 
lies and Towns, Countries and Nations, are peopled and flouriſh by their 
Commerce. 

29. Let us now caſt up the Account. 

« Fifty Farmers, with their Wives, and two Children each (which I take 
ebe the leaſt that can be ſuppos'd). 200 
Two Men Servants, and one Maid Servant to each Farmer 1 50 

* The ſeveral Families of Tradeſmen neceſſarily brought a} 

715 


« gether on ſuch an Occaſion, I caſt up to be 143 Families, at 
*« five to each Houſe —— —— W 


Add to theſe — &c. &c. in all 2 335 


| 1400 
30. „ HERE then were FIFTY FARMERs, who with their Servants make 
up but 3 50 People in all; yet neceſſarily drew ons TwousanD and F1FTY 
10 People after them — And wherever TITTY FARMERS ſhall thus ſettle, I 
8 5167 that at leaſt ons TwouvsanD People MusT of Courſe throng to 
„% THEM, and live about them.” Thus far Daniel De Foe. 

31. And howſoever he might miſcalculate the numbers of one; and the 
other; yet hence we plainly ſee (which is the Moral of bis Fable) how great 
a Share of what is commonly underſtood by the trading Intereft, is actually 
DomesT1C. TRADE ; and THAT, W 0 from, and ſubüſting * 
by, TE LA vv. 

32. To make the ſame yet . vis. the 3 of Trade on the 
LANDED INTEREST, we ſubjoin to what Ds Fox has ſaid, that if the ſup- 
pos'd adjacent Farmers to his ſuppos'd Market or trading Town, are by 


any means, or to any Degree, drove from their Settlements, their Lands laid 
TRL ION NE, waſte, 
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waſte, or left uncultivated; their Intercourſe any way obſtructed, or di- 


verted ; by the ſame Means and Degrees, will ſuch ſuppos'd Market or 
trading Town depopulate, | and go to Ruin. 


33. If it be ſaid, in Favour of Trade; after this, foals a Colony of 


Manufacturers and Merchants to repair to ſuch Place; they rebuilding the 
Town, will reſtore the neighbouring Lands to their former Intercourſe, 
Culture and Fertility. To this we anſwer, in ſome Caſes it may be impoſ- 
fible, as, of Inundation, or, of the Lands, and Town, being ſubject to 
different Powers (like for Inſtance Spain, and Gitraltar )=——But in all 


Caſes, the Suppoſition is not according to Nature. For no Manufaturer, - 


(in the common. Acceptation of that Word) will, none indeed can form a 
Settlement, where the adjacent Country is not naturally fit, and previouſly 
diſpos'd to ſuſtain them with a very great Share of their Proviſion, if not 
Materials too, The Reaſon is, they cannot work at all without Materials; 
and but a very little while, before they will have Occaſion, to eat—Conſe- 
quently they,muſt have their principal Supplies, of Food at leaſt, always at 
hand. 

34. Thus v we Gon. Manufatturers (commonly ſo called) cannot pre- 


cede Farmers and Graſiers; and if not Mgaufafurers, much leſs, Mer- 


chants ; who under ſuch Circumſtances, could have nothing to export; 
no vent for Imports—conſequently, no Traffic whatſoever. 


35. This proves that Landbelders have really the firſt Place in Society; 


Manufa#urers, the next—laſt of all are the Merchants. | 

36. It will not be denied that they are all of mutual Uſe and Benefit 3 
and that the former, Land, is capable of receiving vaſt Improvements 
from the two latter, Manufacture and Merchandize—But at the ſame Time 
it is to be remembered, theſe two owe their Being, and ſo in Propor- 
tion, their well being, to the other. And therefore methinks it is im- 
poſſible for that to be the true Intereſt of a Kingdom, or even of 7 rade its 
ſelf, which LessENs the LANDED INTEREST. 


37. Trade indeed is a noble Superſtructure But Land is the Foundation 


of it; and in every growing Superſtructure, it is not barely good Policy, 
but eſſentially neceſſary, to widen and ſtrengthen, not to narrow and ſap 
the Foundation. If Trade and Manfacture are, as no doubt they are, 
convenient and es to Agriculture, or the LANDEL INTEKEST; yet 

Vol. II. | ö ik Agriculture 


5 4 
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Agriculture is NECESSARY to them both. And there is ſome Difference 
between Convenience, and Nori r Tr.. „%% as eds” oi, 
38. And tho' it may be ſaid, by carrying our Speculations in this kind a 
little farther back, it will appear, that Agriculture requiring Inſtruments, 
and in order to theſe, Artiſans, &c; this proves the Ntces1TY to be in a 
great Meaſure reciprocal : yet (beſides that thefe laſh muſt be beholden to 
the Lord of the Soil for the Primum, or Materials; which-gives him ſtill 
the Priority) we are nat here contending ſo much for Preference, as for a 
Parity, and Reciprocation of Intereſts ; and more eſpecially maintaining, 
that however Individuals. may, and ſometimes do, and are almoſt con- 
ſtantly attempting it, yet Cummerce, in its beſt and; moſt extenſive Senſe, 
cannot thrive by Means injurious: to Land: That whatever Truth in Fact 
there may be, as to what hath been aſſerted (F..6.) it is not a natural, ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence (in T1 LARGE KINGDOM efpecially of NosLEMEeN 
and GENTRY, however it may be in little Republics) for the landed Intereſt to 
fink in Proportion as Trade increaſes. And if fo it is, that the one is really 
found to loſe its Weight and Dignity,. as the other does increaſe ;. the more 
Reaſon. has. the former, on. that very Account, to be upon its Guard ; 
and REPRESENTATIVES oF: ODUNTIES particularly, to ſtand up and watch 
for THBMSELVES. and. THEIR ConsST1ITYENTS ;. which if THEY: Do Nor; 
a principal Cauſe to. be aſſign d for ſuch. groſs. Negle&, is the Supineneſs,, 
to ſay no worſe, of THOSE THEY DO REPRESENT . 
39» Manufacture, it's true, conſider'd as an Employment and Mainte- 
nance for Numbers, is juſtly a favourite Topic—But then, it ſhould be 
confider'd, Agriculture in that Reſpect, is no. lefs a Manufaure than Spin- 


The ſeveral MEMBERS er PARLIAMENT are naturally active enough for their Conſti · 
tuents, in thoſe particular Intereſts which they are known to have at Heart: And they are as. 
naturally careleſs of what their ELEcToRs apparently think little or nothing about—Hence it 
bath come to paſs that the EnGL1sH.Wook GrRowER 8 may be compared to Perſons turn'd out 
into a mix'd multitude to defend themſelves, hoodwink'd and handcuffed, whilſt the reſt are at 
full Liberty, with open Eyes to ſhift and ſcuffle for themſelves—And no matter, fay Partiſans. 
Chap. 194. for this. unequaLState of things; when all athers, viz. the STARLER, *and MEacHANT, ſhall: 
IJ _ Note, be full and ſatisfied, there will be ſomething left for them; whoſe duty it is (ſo they have been 

told and taught to think) fer the good of TRADE, to wait contentedly, to grope and glean upon 
THEIR OWN LanDs, after others have reap'd from them. — Thus the Wool GrRowING Ir E- 
REST, tho” a mighty Principal, is treated as a mere Acceſſory or Underling ; and all its Advocates 
occaſionally, with a kind of Derifion, that hath wearied out ſome ; made others aſhamed to ap- 
pear in defence of i.— But is not this a falſe Shame or worſe, to be intimidated, bore down and 
carried away with NAMEs, inſtead of THIx Gs? Is it commonly ſeen, that Perſons will bear to 
be laugh d out af their Fortunes, or any part of them? | | 


nin 2 
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ing and Weaving— Boccaline therefore has not preferr'd one to the other ; e 
but ſays alike of both, they are the Nea that ſuckle and n the 
State. Notwithſtanding which, 
40. And tho' Land is indiſputably the Foundation and ade Work of 
Socket yet becauſe great Conveniences and Improvements are ſeen to ariſe 
from Trade ; the former therefore is frequently eſteem'd, in Reſpect of the 
latter, but as Clay in the Hands of the Potter. And ſo much is ſaid to de- 
pend thereon, that it cannot be too well protected, nor indulg'd to exceſs. 
And this is granted, provided particular Incroachments and Uſurpations are 
not miſtaken for general Protection and Indulgence. ; - 
41. Wherefore, 'becauſe it is far from being uncommon for Perſons, 


under the Maſk of Public Good by 1x ADE, to attempt comparatively little 
ſeparate Advantages, at the Expence of what is more confiderable and dear 
to the State, tis requiſite to be able to diſtinguiſh _ in Caſes of Wi 
Nature. 
. For that end (without ſtanding to condemn all Monovbry ; which 
Thing being baneful to Society, the very Word is of hateful $ignification) a 
proper Teſt, we conceive is, concerning any Branch of foreign Trade, to ſee 
that it does not interfere with, 1. e. leſſen what is Domeſtic ; and fo make the 
Income, and conſequently, Expence of the Kingdom, and in Courſe. the 
Public Revenue, leſs: In all Pretences reſpecting Manufacture, by which 
is to be underſtood, Employment and Maintenance of the People, to ſee 
that their Employment and Maintenance is thereby increas'd, and not ra- 5 
ther diminiſh'd. | 4; 
41.3. To give an Explanation on theſe two Hezds, by an Example to eb. | 
When Dr. Davenant, and others, pleaded for the home uſe of Eaſt India » Cn. 79. Bl. 0 
Silks, and Calicoes &c. in favour to the Eaft India Company, and to foreign | _ 
Trade; the Parliament wiſely excluded them, becauſe of their interfering | - 7 
with what was more generally beneficial, Home Conſumption of Home Manu- 
fafture. 2. When Mr. Mann mentioned it, as a great Advantage to the « Chap 6's 
Moolen Manu fucture and foreign Trade of England, becauſe in conſequence Pl 
of an Ad then lately paſs'd, forbidding Exportation of Wool, that Commo- 7 7 
dity had fallen 25 per Cent, or more: He was not able to give the leaſt 
Proof, either of an Increaſe of Engliſh Woolen Manufacture, or of the 1 
Woolen Exportation Trade from England (but the contrary was moſt evident) | ET 
white by his own Confeflion, that part of the landed Intereft, the Grower 1 1 
| K k k 2 | of 
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444 THE CONCL'USION. Ghap. 204. 
begs” of Wool, had juſt ſo much leſs to expend in Cloaths,-and other. Necefaries.of 
Life; in ſhort, on-bome Labour, and other home Produce, or imported Mere 
chandize—So that by thus intrencbing upon the landed Intereft (which, was 
fo far retrenching the Income and Expenees of the Nation) Manufacture or 
Hand Labour, in other Wards, Employment and Maintenance of the Peo- 
ple, moſt certainly was not then incteas d. And indeed we think it may 
be laid down for a moſt invariable Truth, that whoever, under colour of 
giving a Spring to TRADE, aims at lopping the. Profits of LaNp-HoLDERs, 
is either ignorant, or regardleſs of the TRUE Sr RING or TRADE He either 
does not wiſh the Intereſt of bis Country, or does not underſtand it. | 
44. For note, what Sir Jg Child hath. ſaid of Land, and Trade in 
general (and which Perſons are apt to regard more in one View than the 
other ＋0 U the ſame be hath: affirm'd particularly. of domeſtic, and foreign 
&Chap. (9. Trade, that they << do“ (as we vulgarly ſay of Twins, but more truly of Trade) 
ho % wax and, wane together.” And (ſays he) “ if it were not an Improprie- 
« ty of Speech, Land might be coupled with them. This then is the 
triple Bafis—Theſe THREE,: Land, TRADE DOMESTIC, and foreign Trade, 
are, according to S1R Jos1an. CulLD, Barometers to. each other. And ſuch 
we think them to be, 
« Chap. 69, 45. Sir Jab hath faid © moreover, « all foreign Trade that doth not in 
93. © its Reſult and Conſequences INCREASE the Value of our Exorisn Lanps. 
« + (the good Plight whereof is the main Baſis of our Wealth, Freedom. 
ps = Safety) ought not only to be diſcourag'd, but totally rejected”. 


Chap. 100. 46. The Britiſh Merchant further, f reckons oux DoMEsT rc TRADE to make 


$ 1922 NINETEEN Parts, in /wenty, of the WHOLE Tae of this Kingdom; and that 
0 the beſt way to preſerve oux COMMERCE | is, to preſerve the beſt Markets 
« for the Product and Manufactures of our native Country”; and that © the 
« firſt and beſt Markets for ſuch, are the. Natives and . Inhabitants of Eng- 
„ Jand,” (whch is domtsTic TxAbr) but Tae. MERCHANT Un FORE1GN: 
"7 IX ADE], may have a diſtin Intereſt from that. of his Country”. 


+ For Example, it hath always been remembered” that Tx ADE is beneficial to LANs; but 
generally when the Caſe requires equalij a Remembrance of the Counterpart; THAT is wholly - 
* vix. that the latter is eſſential to the former. 
1 And we think it - will be difficult to make out that taking from the Grower, FORTY, - 
«Chap. 180. F1FT:Y, and SIXT v. per Cent Sin the PRICE oF He Wool, does in its Reſult, and Conſequences 
P- [ (whatever. other things have done, or may do) increaſe the value of his LanDs; eſpecially as 
3% this cannot be, but-under the hard Circumſtance of MonoPoLy ; and Stx JosTAH, in one of 
his general Opinzons, . hath .condemn'd aljke ** ALL Moxo0POLIEs, of what. Nature and kind ſo- 
4 ever,” as obſtructive. both to LAND. and TRADE. 


FROM. 


WE: 


Chap. 196k: —=T/R-B:CON;CL/USHON: © © 44g © 


4. FROM AEL' THESE CONSIDERATIONS. put. togerber; notwithſtanding 
Mr. Peſtlethayayte hath given it for his Opinion, that it would be good for T 
Tzarz; and the NaT1on, if Rents in England were lower'd thirty per Cent. 
or moxe—Notwithſtanding he and others give foreign Trade the Preference, 
at all Events, both to its e/der Brother, that which is Domeſtic, and to Land 
ITSELF, which is the Parent and the Nurſe of BoTH:” Yet are we morally 
perſuaded, if nothing is &f, till there is no poſſibility of Gain to the NaT10n, 
by bearing hard in a very egregious Manner upon the Landed INTEREST ; 
in the Article, Wool, for Example: Since that, leſſening the income of Land- 
Owners and their Dependants, leſſens proportionably their Power of ſpend- 
ing, and conſequently the pomesT1c TRADE of the Kingdom. And in Pro- 
portion as that is made leſs, ſo will, ſo musT the ro TRADE, in ſome 
ſhape or another, be leſs likewiſe, 
48. For what, we pray, is foreign Trade, in plain intelligible Terms, 
when ſtripp'd of all its falſe Apparel? "Tis an Exchange of native, for fo- 
reign Commodities— Portugal, for inſtance, tho' affording better, than Eng- 
liſh, a Woot, buys our Draperies —We, her Wines—She, the former, on f Chap. roy: 
Condition d of our doing the latter On a like Foot ſtands the Admiffion 1 
of oux Wool RN Goops in Spain Not, becauſe Spain produces incompa- $. The 
rably the beſt Wool in Europe; and becauſe England is very glad to come in 
for a Share of it; or becauſe the Spaniards cannot diſpenſe with the want 
of ouR WooLENs (which is by no means the Caſe)—But'in Conſideration of 


our conſuming the Wines and Fruits of that Kingdom. And what is the Chap. 1083 
Trade of our Colonies and foreign Plantations with us? An Exchange of their 9. 1. Note. 6 


Produce (viz. Sugar, Tobacco &c. ) chiefly to be conſum d here, for our Ma- 
NUFACTURES to be worn there. And who are Conſumers here, of the 
Portugal and Spaniſh Wines and Fruits? Who, of the Sugars, Tobacco, &c. p 
of the Veſt Indies? Our own People, in their: domesTi1c TRADE. And who 

are they? The Lanpowness, and their Dependants or Labourers principally. 
And who are Conſumers of o ManuraoTuREs-in our Colonies and fo- 
reign Plantations? The LanpowNeRs there, and THEIR Labourers, 

49. TnxReFoRE, : without being an accompliſh'd Merchant, vers'd in 
all the practical Intricacies of Traffic, to a Man's own private Advantage, 

is it not very percefveablte that the Land of the Mother Country, and the 
 Eand of its Colonies and foreign Plantations, do afford to each a FokE16N 
TRADE; and are the main Foundation of ALL the Commerce that is ſubſiſting 


nden and among them; and that the Wealth and Strength of the wnolx 
conſiſts 
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conſiſts in the proſperons State of 1Ts sEvERAL PARTS ; that the LANE 
InTEREST, the DOMEST1C, and FOREIGN TRADE of _ thrive, or ſympa- 

thiſe, wax, or wane together? We 
50. If, for Example, the pomesT1c TRADE of OURS, the Mother Country, 
is any way lefſen'd; tis for that Reaſon leſs able to take off, for. its own 

Conſumption, the Produce'of its Colonies and foreign Plantations ; which 

to them is a FORE16N TRADE; and for the moſt Part, all the foreign Trade 

that they are permitted to have.—This taking off from the fortign Trade 

-of our Colonies, &c. As it muſt needs hurt Tur1R bonner i TRADE; and 
Conſequently leſſen the Vent there of ous MAanvPacTtures ; in which 
_ * * " confiſt sone conſiderable Part of oux foreign Trade: So, that hurting ſtill 
more our domeſtic Trade, muſt needs affect in Proportion, our LAxps and 

the wrHoLE NATION —— And as the like reaſoning from ouR pomesT1c 

TRADE may be extended perhaps to ALL the foreign Trade of this Kingdom; 

certainly to the far greateſt Part.of it: So by abating artificially the Price 

of that very eminent Part of the Eng/zſþ Produce, WOOL, to forty, rip rv, 

and SIXTY per Cent. leſs than par, as hath been not only averred to be 
x Chap. 180. the Caſe, but avowed for good Policy,, in Favour to, and for the Sake 
§. 13. of ronzIo TRADE: It follows thence moſt evidently, that the landed In- 
| | tereſt of this Kingdom being thereby palpably injured, the NAr io doth 
| | in Courſe ſuffer in its domeſtic Trade, and conſequently ſo far, in ſome 
= Branch or another of its FokerGN. TRADE alſo. 

51. Notwithſtanding then all plauſible Pretenſions, 42a ſome nn 
| „„ Appearances, from a MonopoLy or Woor ; yet the exceſſive Preſſure 
1 | | thereof (beſides the Malignity of Ruxx AGR which it occaſions) abating 
the Intereſt of Landowners, and their Dependants, to the leſſening fo far 

OUR DOMESTIC TRADE; and in that View, fame Part of oux FORE1GN 
TRADE ; what the Nation at beſt, An be ſuppoſed to gain in one Way, 
it usr Joſe in another * 


52. And THEREFORE in our humble Opinion, — not be ” politic, bu? 
infinitely more juſt, avoi _ this Extreme, to allow Landowners intereſted 


x the Growth of Wool, nn. Enjoyment, bike others, their Fellow 


» For here, contidering with M.. Lac, KE, the Kiaglom to be one large Farm: If the Far- 
mer, keeping his Caſh in te ſeveral Purſes, calls one, ſoreign; the other, domeſtic; and adds 


to the former, his favourite Pucſe, what only he ſubſtract; from the litter; his wRoLE CASH 
will remain juſt as beto.e. 


Sub- 


Chap. 205 Fs TS G ROI PT | 4 

Subjects, of whe? is their rightful. Property, and natural Maintenance: , 
"Twould ſurely be better far the Nation, infleay of pillaging the Grower, hie 
is but preying on our own Vitals, to bend its;Endeavours towards preventing 
Exportation of Wool, and towards preſerving and promoting our Woolen 
Trade, by other Ways and Means (and others undoubtedly there are for both) 
ratber than by what common Senſe tells us (all Circumſtances known) in one 
Intention of it, is @ moſi EXORBIT ANT SCHEME! or OPpRESSION ; ix a00- 1 Chap. 180. 


ther, as long Experience ſhews, and particularly that of the laft ten Nears, & 13. 
| . \ hap. 181. 
from 1744, 4s but AN ATTEMPT TO HEDGE IN THE Cocxow. \& 2. Ness. 
1075 4 v | "4's 1964- 
I. 4 one, 
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POSTSCRIPT. +» 


ITY the Proſecution of this Work, we have taken all Opportunities to urge 
the Expediency of a Dur on Woor, as one principal Means towards 
preventing, or reſtraining in the beſt Manner, 1Ts BEING EXPORTEBD RAW 
— And the Merits of that Policy having bren reſted much upon the ſingle, 
and methinks to thoſe who ſhall be ſo convinced;. very ſtriking Conſideration, 
that AN ABSOLUTE PROHIBITION hath never yet had the Effect which 

was genuinely intended * by it. | fad . 196. 
Ovn Hisroxv bath fully verified this (and *tis a good moral Argument) ? Chan. 191. 

to have been a prevailing Opinion, an almoſt conſtant Complaint, throughout — 
the Reigns of CAR. II. Jam. II. W. and M. KW. Q. Aung. K. Gro. I. 
and of nIS preſent Ma jrEST x, till about the Year 1744 ; from which Time, 
[be Practice of Wool-running bath been ſomewhat diſcredited ; alſo, ox ca us 
TIS WHAT THEY TESTIFY, our Cuſtom-houſe Accounts of Woolen 
Exports; whence indeed, fo far as: thoſe are any Rule to reckon by,. the Mat- 
ter bath been demonſtrated with all imaginable Clearneſi of arithmetical Com- 
putation Jo make it then, if- poſſible, fill more clear; although tit almoſt 4 
Repetition of what bath been ſaid already, we ſball take leave of our Readers, 
with remarking, as an Afterthought; how, what bath thus latterly been con- 
Hrued doubtful, is evident, ander the following Dilemma, viz. that* 
| «© Cuſtom 
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* Cuſtom-bouſe Accounts cite ARE, F 7 th 
e the Ix R EASE, or DEcREAsE of our WoolRN Exrok rs.“ 

Hereby is intended, not barely an Argument ad Hominem— ut ( becauſ 
Perſons are hardly brought, either to acknowledge what, they don't. chuſe to 
admit, or to believe what they cannot ſee with their awns Eyes; which in 
this Caſe tis not poſſible they ſhould) A Proop W oo far as it 
goes, and 'twill go very far, 'of the internal Kind. 51 

To ruis Exp, we ſhall only tale for granted ubat 1 fince 


nothing i is more notorious ; nothing more wntver ſally confe ed) the increaſed 


Growth of Wool in ENGLAND, from 1744 to 1753 * incluſive; when, 
very remarkably, for NINE of THOSE TEN YEARS, twas at an advanced 
Price THEsE are RECENT TRUTHS, 

As then it hath been maintained by ſome, that notwith/landing the Premiſes, 
ouR WooLtnN TRADE hath been declining Year after Year; and as the di- 
rect contrary bath been beld by others: So o⁹]ꝝ of thoſe Ty” muſt be 
falſe 'Tis 1mpoſſible for BoTH to be true. 

With them who hold the firſt, we can, as- obſerved (Chap. 193, f. 112.) 
have no Diſpute— And bow will they (who though allowing alſo. an increaſed 
Growth of Wool. for the above Term, yet uiſbelieve its being THEN ru n) account 
for the advanced Price of it, as bath been mentioned? Upon their own Prin- 
ciples, by a proportionable Increaſe of Woolen Exports Bur that there 
20a5 any Increaſe at all, is proveable by no other Medium whatſoever, than 
OUR CUSTOM- HOUSE AcCoUnNTs— And THESE indeed do make out an In- 


_ creaſe, upon the whole, of ſuch Exports, fron 1744 t0 1753 incluſive — 


& >. e. —— 2 
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Which, it muſt be allowed by them, either is, or is not, credible u upon the Au- 
thority aforeſaid — If they deny the former, tit not only giving up the 
Point they have undertook to maintain, but granting Runnage If other- 
wiſe, tis affirming ſuch Accounts to be ſo far, a competent Teſtimony.” 

AND ir thoſe are to be credited, as of ſufficient Authority, at one Time, 
and fer ONE Purpoſle——T HENCE it follows that they are fo at ALL Tiuxs; 
conſequently, in Every View or Cour AR Iso (Chap. 193. §. 91. &c.) 
by which hath appeared abundantly, and moſt . BESIDES a pro- 


Extract of a Letter from the 2 Riding in Yorthire, as publiſhed in \ the Wniteha l Lu. 
ning Poſt, and Camlriage Journal, in the Month of September, 1750. 

{© By the beſt Calculations throughout the 1 there has been a LARGER CLI THAN 
4 EVER was KNOWN,” 


greſſive 


. . * . r . 
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POSTSCRIPT. ; 


greſſive Increaſe of the Wool RN ManvracTure ExePoRTATION TRADE 
from 1718 to 1753, RunninG or The MATERIAL RAW, in a MORE 


ſenfible Degree, and with Far GrEATER Certainty of Evidence, from 


1744 to 1748 particularly, than in any oTHER Period of our Hiſtory , 
the Year 1704 excepted (ſee Chap. 193. F. 1.) 

NEVERTHELESS, from ſuch greater Certainty of Evidence at this 
Conjuncture, it doth by no Means follow, that the clandeſtine Practice pre- 
vailed then, MoRE tban at ſome, if not moſt other Times—BvuT à very un- 
common Coincidence of Circumſtances (the like whereto, neither happened before, 


nor can ordinarily, or ſcarce ever again) baving furniſhed Teſtimonies ſufficient 


to ſet the Affair of RUNNAGE, from 1744 to 1748, in ſo ſtrong a Light as 
to render it indiſputable, THE DUE INFERENCE is, that the ſame Cauſe ever 
Io, and while it ſubſiſts, VER WILL produce nearly the ſame Effect; altho' 


it muſt naturally, like many other criminal Tranſactions, rarth he tbe Object of 


plain Proof. AND THAT 1s A REAs0N why the Remembrance of THIS we have 
by a very great Chance been able to exhibit, ſhould be preſerved, as a Sample 
of what hath been, and which, howſoever ſecret, wwe may conclude, will be the 
Caſe, ſo long as, in regard to WOOL, the preſent Syſtem of now near a bun- 
dred Years Continuance ſhall obtain in this Kingdom. 
nuance, if .on the one Hand, it affords ſome Argument in its Favour 
On the other, thoſe evil Fruits thereof, we have ſhewn to be all the while 
experienced, are more than equivalent, againſt it——For although /ong 
Uſage, in many Inſtances, is juſtly held to be a very good Plea; yet we 
reply here (with Dr Sw—/) tis what, in Fa, HATH BEEN, inſtead of 
| What, in Viſdum and Equity, 0UGHT To BE. 
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